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Atheists argue that according to the 
“myth” of the Garden of Eden, evil had 
too innocent a beginning to be the root 
from which all the wickedness on this 
earth could possibly have grown. Adam 
and Eve merely ate some forbidden 
fruit—an act hardly worth getting upset 
about. “Eve talked me into it, Lord, and 
I did it to share with her, but I only took 
one bite….But the serpent deceived me, 
Lord; I thought it would make me wise…
and it was delicious and nutritious.”

How could such a simple act bring 
the horror of selfishness, jealousy, lust, 
hatred, rage, revenge, crime, war, disease, 
suffering, and death that has plagued 
mankind ever since? The biblical claim 
seems absurd! For this one tiny mistake, 
God was so upset that He threw them 
out of the Garden and sentenced them to 
death? Why couldn’t God have just for-
given them—given them another chance? 
Wouldn’t that have been reasonable?

The answer to that question is what 
the Bible is all about. The question itself 
reflects an easy-going attitude toward sin 
and a lack of respect for authority that per-
meates our society and has even penetrated 
evangelical churches. “Give me one more 
chance” became the mantra of the human 
race, repeated endlessly by everyone from 
disobedient children to the worst criminals 
pleading with the judge. God knew that 
“one more chance” would only encourage 
evil-doers. But parents, schools, courts, 
parole boards, psychologists, and well-
meaning do-gooders are still honoring this 
lame excuse—and with devastating results. 

A raging epidemic of what the Bible 
calls “sin” has ravaged mankind. The 
courage to face that truth, however, is sadly 
missing from most of today’s pulpits. Few 
dare call it rebellion against our Creator for 
which we need to repent. God’s judgment 
and the coming day of reckoning are much 
too negative to hold the interest of modern 
congregations. Talk about God must be 
positive, uplifting, reassuring. None of 
this “separated from God by sin” talk will 
do. The “unchurched” are not going to be 
attracted to church if they are confronted 
with suggestions of guilt. Sermons should 
inspire listeners to feel comfortable about 

God and about themselves. And they must 
be short, entertaining, and related to the 
“good life” the world dreams of attaining.

Yet the “good life” isn’t life at all, but a 
plastic bubble defined by sit-coms and TV 
commercials, sold to us by a whole industry 
of denial and designed specifically to insu-
late us from the awful truth of which the 
Spirit of truth would convict us: “of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment” (Jn 16:8). 
The game is to glorify  sin, mock the fam-
ily, and pretend that suffering, sorrow and 
death aren’t part of “our world,” or at least 
to push them into another compartment that 
doesn’t have to be dealt with just yet.

The real world is inhabited by self-cen-
tered descendants of the original pair, who 
rebelled against God under the leadership 
of the serpent. What popular pulpits must 
avoid at all cost, however, is the horrible 
truth that man has been the devil’s follower 
and in his service from the very beginning. 

We’ll solve our problems with technology, 
another committee, another day in court, 
another peace conference, more catchy 
slogans, positive self-affirmations, and a 
little religion of whatever brand seems 
appealing at the moment.

God had spoken in wisdom and love, 
His creatures had rebelled—and “rebel-
lion is as the sin of witchcraft” (1 Sm 15:23). 
This has been the history of mankind. The 
world is getting worse, not better, and God’s 
judgment is soon going to fall. But unlike 
Adam and Eve, who were ashamed and 
tried to hide from God, their descendants 
openly defy Him and flaunt their mutiny 
in His face. They have thrown God off this 
earth and would tear Him from His throne 
in heaven if they could. 

The trees of the Garden behind which 
Adam and Eve sought to hide have meta-
morphosed into an asphalt jungle of high-
rise apartments and office buildings, with 
every monument to human achievement 
crowded with inhabitants who desperately 
need to repent and return to God on His 
terms through faith in the One who died 
for their sins. Scattered throughout the 

jungle have always been the mushrooms of 
religion, some more poisonous than others. 
And now something new has appeared—
giant mushrooms spreading everywhere: 
mega-churches filled with congregants who 
are being taught a “positive” way to hide 
from God. He is praised with the lips, but 
there is no repentance toward Him or real 
faith in Christ as the Savior of sinners.

Instead of exposing modern culture’s 
contempt for God and righteousness and 
its glorification of sin, the church embraces 
its decadence as a packaging that will make 
the “gospel” acceptable to those who don’t 
know they need it. Our needing Christ as 
a shelter from the storm of God’s wrath 
against our sins is not mentioned. The 
appeal is not to come to Christ to obtain 
forgiveness and to be rescued from eternity 
in the Lake of Fire—but to become hap-
pier on earth. Christianity is packaged as 
“spirituality,” a popular commodity today, 
and sold as a good deal that anyone who 
wants to be “blessed” would accept. The 
real issue, however, is sin, not self-esteem, 
self-love, self-image, etc.—but as we men-
tion in the Q&A, not only the world but the 
church, too, is peddling the snake oil of 
self-enhancement as the cure-all.

Nor is this self-centered message 
confined to today’s “seeker-sensitive” 
churches. Much of the evangelical church 
in America is preoccupied with “growth,” 
while millions suffering for Christ in much 
of the world are forgotten. The hundreds 
of thousands who are being slaughtered by 
Muslims in southern Sudan, in northern  
Nigeria, in Indonesia, and Christians suf-
fering in other Muslim countries would be 
aghast if they knew that a major concern of 
Christians in America is how to feel good 
about themselves—and that when they 
don’t, they have the comforting option of 
therapy from Christian psychologists!

Genesis chapter 6 presents an aston-
ishing picture: not many generations 
after the creation of Adam and Eve, their 
descendants (to whom they surely had 
passed along the story of their expulsion 
from the Garden) are so evil that God is 
ready to destroy them all. And He would 
have done so but for one man: “but Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the LORD” 
(Gn 6:8). Only one man out of millions 
obtained grace from God! 

How can that be? Does God reserve 
His grace for a select company? No, 
God’s grace is freely offered to all; it 

BY FAITH NOAH, BEING WARNED OF 
GOD OF THINGS NOT SEEN AS YET, 
MOVED WITH FEAR, PREPARED AN ARK 
TO THE SAVING OF HIS HOUSE...

—Hebrews 11:7
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cannot be earned or merited or it would 
not be grace. So why was it only Noah 
who “found grace”? To find, one must 
seek (Mt 7:7; Lk 11:9). Noah was the only 
one who sought God’s grace! Noah knew 
that he was a sinner and needed God’s 
grace—and he alone sought and found it. 

Hundreds of times in the Old Testament 
this same Hebrew word (matsa), which is 
here translated “found,” is given the same 
clear meaning: “Seek ye the LORD while 
he may be found (matsa), call ye upon 
him while he is near: Let the wicked for-
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon” 

(Is 55:6, 7); “And ye shall seek me, and find 
(matsa) me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart” (Jer 29:13).

We must recognize our guilt in the 
face of God’s holy perfection, and come 
to Him in deep repentance seeking His 
grace, not to earn or merit it, but to obtain 
mercy at His throne of grace (Heb 4:16).  
Instead, the church offers God’s favor to 
achieve happiness, success, and earthly 
blessings. We don’t really appreciate 
God’s grace until we realize that His righ-
teous judgment is hanging over this pres-
ent world as it was in Noah’s day. “Seek 
ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth…it 
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the 
LORD’S anger” (Zep 2:3).

We desperately need to understand 
something of the magnitude of sin, of evil, 
and of gross wickedness in this world if we 
are to appreciate our redemption. God’s 
love, grace, and mercy shine all the brighter 
against the awful reality of evil. Indeed, the 
very existence of evil is a powerful proof of 
God’s existence and holiness. God says, “I 
form the light, and create darkness: I make 
peace, and create evil…” (Is 45:7). God 
creates evil? Yes, the same way that light 
exposes darkness.

A person who was born, lived, and died 
in total darkness in a cave deep beneath the 
earth would not know that he lived in the 
dark until someone came into the cave 
with a light and the darkness was revealed. 
In the same way, God’s goodness, perfect 
holiness, and righteousness reveal evil for 
what it is. Without God and the conscience 
He has given us we would not recognize 
evil. Indeed, evil makes good shine all the 
brighter—and this world is full of evil.

I’ve just finished writing a book 
titled, JUDGMENT DAY: Islam, Israel 
and the Nations*[available in June]. It is a 
shocking expose of evil beyond one's 
wildest imagination manifest especially 
as anti-Semitism and hatred of Israel on 
the part of Islam and all nations—includ-
ing Israel’s frequent betrayal by even the 

United States. God’s judgment is coming 
upon the entire world for its mistreatment 
of His chosen people. He declares, “I 
will also gather all nations [that includes 
America], and will…plead with [punish] 
them…for my heritage Israel, whom they 
have scattered among the nations, and 
parted my land [as every ‘peace proposal’ 
has done and Bush’s road map to peace 
intends]” (Joel 3:2).

Evil is at its worst when it poses 
as good and justifies itself with lies. 
For example, consider the full-page, 
truth-defying diatribe against Israel, 
masquerading as a special news report in 
the National Catholic Reporter (4/26/96), 

which justified Islam’s murder and may-
hem and blamed Israel for mistreating 
“Palestinians” in the city of Hebron. (This 
is where Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their 
wives were buried, but not one Arab or 
Muslim. Yet Muslims have taken control 
and built a mosque there.) It says trouble 
started when Jews “began moving into 

Hebron 20 years ago.” In fact, though 
chased out periodically by invaders, Jews 
have been there for 3,000 years. Arabs 
only arrived after the seventh-century 
Muslim conquest and immediately began 
to brutalize the Jewish residents for fail-
ing to convert to Islam. That mistreatment 
has continued for more than 1,300 years. 

In the vicious pogrom in Hebron of 
1929 (one of many), synagogues were 
desecrated, 67 Jews were murdered, and 
the rest forced to flee. Jews were slaugh-
tered all over “Palestine.” Typical of what 
happened was the following report from 
the British police chief of Hebron:

On hearing screams…I went up a sort of 
tunnel passage and saw an Arab in the act 
of cutting off a child’s head with a sword. 
Seeing me, he tried to aim the stroke at 
me but missed….I shot him….Behind 
him was a Jewish woman smothered 
in blood, with a man I recognized as an 
Arab police constable named Issa Sheril 
from Jaffa…standing over the woman 
with a dagger in his hand. He saw me and 
bolted into a room close by and tried to 
shut me out—shouting in Arabic, “Your 
Honor, I am a policeman.” I got into the 
room and shot him. (Cited in  Peters, 
From Time Immemorial, p. 315)

Years later, cautiously and fearfully, 
some Jews began moving back into one 

of their most sacred cities, a city where 
their patriarchs are buried. In 1948, Israel 
was attacked by six Arab nations. Jordan 
captured the West Bank and with it, 
Hebron. All Jewish residents were sum-
marily expelled, synagogues destroyed. 
Only when Israel retook Hebron in 1967 
could Jews return—and the National 
Catholic Reporter castigates them for 
doing so and blames the 400 Jewish resi-
dents under siege from 120,000 Muslims 
for causing trouble! Evil is praised as 
good—and seeker-friendly sermons don't 
even acknowledge its existence!

The persecution of Jews in Roman 
Catholic Europe was mild compared with 
what Christians and Jews endured for 1,300 
years in Muslim countries. The slaughter 
included more than 1 million Armenians in 
the last decades of the nineteenth and first 
of the twentieth centuries—at times with the 
tacit approval of Western powers. In the great 
1915 massacre, “Turkish women were given 
the dagger to give the final stab to dying 
Armenians in order to gain credit [with] 
Allah for having killed a Christian.”  

In Ataturk’s destruction of Smyrna 
(leaving nothing but the Turkish suburb) 
in September of 1922, about 200,000 
Armenian and Greek inhabitants were 
massacred while English, American, 
Italian and French warships anchored in 
the harbor repelled fleeing victims who 
swam out to them for help. The Western 
powers didn’t want to offend Muslim 
Turkey! In his must-read book, The Blight 
of Asia, George Horton, U.S. Consul in 
that doomed city and eye-witness to the 
unspeakable cruelty of Islam, writes, “One 
of the keenest impressions which I brought 
away with me from Smyrna was a feeling 
of shame that I belonged to the human 
race.” Shades of Genesis six!

In its foreword, James W. Gerard, former 
U.S. Ambassador to Germany, describes 
Horton’s book as “the whole story of the 
savage extermination of Christian civiliza-
tion [by Muslims] throughout the length and 
breadth of the old Byzantine Empire….”  
Horton himself writes, “This process of 
extermination was carried on over a con-
siderable period of time, with fixed purpose, 
with system, and with painstaking minute 
details; and it was accomplished with 
unspeakable cruelties….”

Sin is a horrible fact, in spite of the 
aversion that popular preachers have for 
facing its reality. The “positive” sermons in 
today’s mega churches make a mockery of 
the judgment that God will shortly unleash 
upon this wicked world. To lull sinners into 
thinking that all is well is to fatally deceive 
those for whom Christ died and to keep 
them from repenting and finding refuge 
in Christ from the wrath to come.     TBC

IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS NO KING IN 
ISRAEL: EVERY MAN DID THAT WHICH 
WAS RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES.

—Judges 21:25
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Quotable

Q&A
Question: I recently read the March 
2005 Ladies’ Home Journal (LHJ) 
column by Rick Warren and was greatly 
disturbed. Although he mentioned God 
(which “God”?), the entire article was 
devoted to teaching us how we can better 
love ourselves. What possible use could 
this be to the multitudes of unsaved 
readers of this magazine? There is also 
a link that takes readers to the Ladies 
Home Journal “Spirituality” website 
that seems to embrace every new age 
idea possible. Comments, please.

Answer: This “Learn To Love Yourself ” 
column was Rick’s third in LHJ. The first 
was December’s “The Purpose-Driven 
Christmas.” The second was February’s 
“The ‘I’m So Busy’ Epidemic.” The fourth 
is coming up in April: “Live a Passion-
Driven Life.” 

Rick has been handed a great oppor-
tunity to share the gospel with the 
unsaved—but so far he hasn't. The closest 

O Lord, Thy fingers fashioned Calvary’s hill;
Those skull-like stones were surely Thine 

intent.
Well did’st Thou know, Thy Body dead and 

still
Would crown its slopes and ev’ry rock be rent.
 
O Lord, ’twas in Thy mind, the tree was born,
With living strength to point men up to Thee.
Yet did’st Thou know, Thy members strained 

and torn
Would hang from lifeless wood, and lifeless 

be….
 
O Lord, ’twas Thou, who molded common 

dust;
Breathed forth Thy life into this house of clay.
Yet did’st Thou know mankind, corrupted, 

must
Thine own pure vessel mar and cast away.
 
O Lord, my parts were written with Thy pen,
Ere I was formed within my mother’s womb.
Lord of my life, ’twas I who slew Thee then,
My sin and curse inscribed, which sealed Thy 

tomb….
 
Enough O Lord! Thy conquest is complete.
Thy love foreknew yet bore the shame for me.
Mine outpoured soul shall lave [wash]Thy 

pierced feet;
Thy great forgiveness bind my soul to Thee.
 

Geoffrey Bull, From the days of solitude in 
Chungking, while confined there by the 
Chinese Communist Army in spring 1951

was in December: “...thank God for His 
Christmas gift to you: He sent a Savior.” 
Rick doesn’t define either God or Savior, so 
the meaning is up to the reader’s personal 
taste. And the perversion of those tastes is 
evident from the fact that LHJ offers every 
conceivable New Age, occult, and mystical 
“spirituality” program. Listings include 
Eastern meditation, dream interpretation, 
rediscovering one’s “spiritual self,” the 
“New Spirituality,” Yoga, being “spiritually 
tuned in,” and hypnosis. 

Every column has some reference to 
God’s love, comforting everyone no mat-
ter what their beliefs. But the essential 
truth is missing: that the proof of God’s 
love is the sacrifice of His Son for our 
sins (Jn 3:16; Rom 5:8; 1 Jn 4:10; etc.). The 
Cross is left out entirely.

Each column has some commonsense 
advice about setting goals and priori-
ties, and vague references to “spiritual-
ity”—the sort of thing one might get 
from a horoscope in an astrology column, 
or from a Chinese fortune cookie: “Go 
on that school field trip with your child”;  
“Put your relationships high up on 
your ‘to do’ list”; “Go for your dreams. 
Transform your passion into a PAYCHECK”; 
“Learn to let go of…resentment, jealousy 
and prolonged anger”; etc., etc.

The March column about which you 
inquired  sounds like an echo out of one 
of Robert Schuller’s books from 20 years 
ago. We’ve been criticized for saying that 
Rick is teaching pop psychology, but there 
it is for anyone to see. That’s not biblical! 
Rick is riding the crest of great popularity 
at the moment and, like Schuller, is care-
ful not to present any biblical truth, no 
matter how essential, that might offend 
the secular world. Instead, he tells his 
readers what he knows they want to hear, 
not the truth they need. Yes, he mentions 
“God,” but a humanistic “God” who is 
very “positive” about everyone. 

The March title, “Learn to Love 
Yourself!,” is the opposite of what the 
Bible teaches and is a far cry from “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart,” which Christ said is the first and 
great commandment (Mt 22:37-38). 

Rick advises his readers, “To truly 
love yourself, you need to know the five 
truths that form the basis of a healthy 
self-image.” That’s humanistic language, 
not biblical, and hardly fits with what 
men of God have said about themselves: 
“Now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes” (Job 42:5, 6); “Woe is me! for I am 
undone!” (Is 6:5); “Of whom [sinners] I 
am chief…less than the least of all saints” 
(1 Tm 1:15; Eph 3:8), etc. 

Rick lists “five truths,” none of which 

is either a “truth” or biblical: 1) Accept 
yourself; 2) Love yourself; 3) Be true 
to yourself; 4) Forgive yourself; and 
5) Believe in yourself. He begins The 
Purpose-Driven Life by saying, “It’s not 
about you.” In fact, that book turns out to 
be all about you—and we see the same in 
his columns in LHJ.

He says, “God accepts us uncondition-
ally….” This is the humanistic plea of a 
homosexual, lesbian, fornicator, or one 
living in sin unmarried with a “partner,” 
who says to parents and concerned friends, 
“Just accept me as I am, love me uncon-
ditionally.” In fact, God wants to save us 
from sin and self and make us new crea-
tures in Christ—but one would never get 
that idea from Rick’s LHJ columns.

Rick says we should love ourselves— 
just the opposite of the Bible’s command 
to love God and neighbor. Never does 
Scripture exhort us to love ourselves! “Be 
true to yourself,” is more humanistic dou-
bletalk. He advises, “Get to know yourself.” 
The Bible says I need to turn from myself 
to God. My passion should be to know 
Him. These columns are shallow, false, 
unbiblical, and lead readers astray. 

“Forgive yourself ” is again totally 
humanistic. He talks about God forgiving 
us, but doesn’t explain that He can only 
do so because Christ paid the penalty for 
our sins. Rick makes it sound as though 
God is so magnanimous that He will for-
give anything we think, say, or do—no big 
deal, nothing to be concerned about. Yet 
Scripture says, “Fear God, and keep his 
commandments…for God will bring every 
work into judgment…” (Ecc 12:13, 14).

 There is no reason to fear the “God” 
Rick talks about—He simply accepts us no 
matter what we do. Rick gives the impres-
sion that everyone has a “good buddy” 
relationship with God, there is no sepa-
ration from Him by sin, and certainly no 
need for Christ as mediator with God, 
dying for our sins. Rick hides the truth 
behind sweet words from those who need 
it most. We need to pray for Rick that 
he will rise to the opportunities God has 
given him, and present the truth instead of 
warmed-over pop psychology, of which 
the world already has too much—they 
certainly don’t need more from those who 
are supposed to preach the Word!

Question: Last night on Larry King Live, 
Billy Graham spoke about the pope…. 
Here is some of the transcript. Please let 
your readers know what BG said and 
what you think of it:

GRAHAM: I appreciate the oppor-
tunity of saying a word about the Pope…  
he has been the greatest moral and spiri-
tual leader of the last 100 years.
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KING: Really? Why do you put him 
that high?

GRAHAM: I’ve been to see him sev-
eral times. I was preaching in Krakow in 
[his] cathedral…as his guest…at the time 
he was [in Rome] being made Pope….I 
don’t know anybody else that I could put 
as high as he is. He’s traveled the whole 
world, giving his version of the Gospel 
and spreading the Catholic faith….I was 
with him…three times at the Vatican…. 
And on one occasion I asked him to pray 
for me, which he did….He is the leader, 
spiritual and moral, of our generation.

Answer: This is nothing new. In Occult 
Invasion [see resource pages], I give the tran-
scripts of even more shocking statements 
by Billy Graham on Larry King Live and on 
Schuller’s Hour of Power many years ago. 
I’ve never heard him refer, however, to the 
Pope’s “version of the gospel and spreading 
the Catholic faith.” Is Graham finally 
admitting that there is a difference between 
Catholicism and the true gospel? If so, he 
still praises the Pope for his “version of the 
gospel” and calls him the “greatest spiritual 
leader.”  Billy has led many people to Christ, 
but he has also led multitudes astray with his 
praise of the Pope and Roman Catholicism.

People think that Billy Graham has 
changed, and excuse him because he is 
elderly. But he has been making similar 
statements for more than 50 years. He has 
said that he [Billy] preaches the same gos-
pel as the Roman Catholic Church, that he 
and the Pope agree on almost everything 
and that any differences are not material 
as far as the gospel is concerned—that his 
beliefs are basically the same as those of 
orthodox Roman Catholics. Catholics who 
go forward at a Billy Graham Crusade are 
“counseled” by priests and nuns. All of 
the names of Catholics who go forward 
are sent to their parish. I have files from 
bishops and cardinals in various cities say-
ing that having a Billy Graham Crusade 
in town is the way they get “the lapsed 
Catholics back into the Church.”

Billy had been invited to Cardinal 
Wojtyla’s cathedral in 1979 to preach. 
He gave several sermons there while 
the Cardinal was in Rome being made 
Pope. Obviously, Graham didn’t say any-
thing that Polish prelates didn’t endorse. 
Decision magazine showed a picture of 
Billy on that same trip welcoming pil-
grims to the shrine of the black virgin (the 
Pope’s favorite “Mary”) at Jasna Gora. It 
seems that Billy doesn’t want to offend 
anyone, doesn’t want to say that any-
thing is wrong—not even Sir John Marks 
Templeton’s one-world Antichrist religion, 
which Billy has also praised (as have 
Chuck Colson and Bill Bright).

The Roman Catholic gospel denies 
that Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient. Its 
priesthood “immolates” Him on Catholic 
altars over and over in the “sacrifice of the 
Mass.” A Catholic is anathematized if he 
dares to say that he knows he is saved. He 
is anathematized if he says that the sacri-
fice of Christ on the cross was sufficient to 
procure forgiveness of sins and a home in 
heaven. He is anathematized if he denies 
that the Mass is an ongoing propitiatory 
sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the 
living and the dead, etc. We have dealt with 
this so often in books, tapes, debates and in 
the newsletter that I won’t go into it again. 

We have reported the ecumenism 
of the Pope, his gathering of Hindu, 
Buddhist, Muslim, animist, Shintoist, 
etc. leaders for “prayer” and declaring 
that they are all praying to the same God, 
his statements to Hindus in India that the 
world needs to give heed to their great 
spiritual traditions, his statements to 
voodoo priests in Africa that just as they 
worship ancestors so the Catholics pray 
to ancestors also and that voodoo practi-
tioners could easily embrace Catholicism, 
etc. Our readers know the facts. How can 
Billy Graham, who also knows the facts, 
call the Pope the greatest moral and 
spiritual leader of the century? In fact, 
he is the greatest leader the world has yet 
seen, but of the ecumenical move toward 
the one world religion of the Antichrist! 

Question: Aren’t you making the gospel 
too complicated by saying that Catholics 
are not saved even though they believe 
in the crucified and risen Christ?

Answer: It is the Roman Catholic Church 
that has complicated the gospel. Anyone 
who truly believes the simple gospel that 
Paul declared (“that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; and that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures…” 
– 1 Cor 15:1-4) is saved.

But to the simple gospel Rome has 
added baptism, good works, penance, 
the sacrifice of the Mass, prayers to 
Mary and the saints, suffering in purga-
tory, Mass for the dead to get them out 
of purgatory, extreme unction (last rites), 
holy water, candles, rituals, etc. These 
are all means to salvation according to 
Rome. It would be very unlikely that a 
Roman Catholic would not believe in at 
least some of these heresies. Anyone who 
believes to any extent in anyone or any-
thing whatsoever for salvation in addition 
to Christ’s finished work on the cross has 
rejected the gospel, which “is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth” (Rom 1:16) and is not saved. 

Psychology Today, Jan/Feb 2005 
(Excerpts): THE IDEA THAT LAUNCHED A 
THOUSAND SUITS—While under treatment 
for depression in the mid-1980s, Patricia 
Burgus made a horrible discovery. Her 
psychiatrist, employing both hypnosis and 
medication, helped Burgus remember that 
she had been a victim of horrendous abuse 
as a child—torture, cannibalism, even 
participation in ritual murders. She also 
learned that she had more than 300 alternate 
personalities. Burgus was hospitalized 
for more than two years, often in leather 
restraints....Burgus was one of many swept 
up in the  “recovered memory” craze of 
the 1980s. Zealous therapists encouraged 
clients to recall repressed memories of 
childhood abuse, leading to more than 800 
lawsuits against alleged abusers between 
1985 and 2000. Many of these resulted in 
incarcerations. A few led to suicides.... 

The source of many of the recovered 
memories was the therapist. Leading 
questions, especially when combined with 
drugs, hypnosis and suggestive dream 
interpretation, can easily produce false 
memories that seem quite real to patients. 

THE CULT OF SELF-ESTEEM 
Humorist Garrison Keillor is famous 

for his stories about the fictitious Lake 
Wobegon, “where all the women are strong, 
all the men are good looking and all the 
children are above average.” Statistically 
speaking, however, all children can’t be 
above average—unless, that is, they’re 
raised in self-esteem-obsessed America. 

Feeling good—as opposed to behaving 
well—came into vogue in the 1960s, driven 
in part by books like Nathaniel Brandon’s 
Psychology of Self-Esteem. By the 1980s, 
many schools were spending upwards 
of three hours a week on counseling and 
self-esteem classes, and at some schools 
all students were made  “Student of the 
Month.” Curriculum programs such as 
educational psychologist Michele Borba’s 
Esteem Builders stimulated the develop-
ment of more than a thousand off-the-shelf 
exercises like “I Love Me,” in which stu-
dents complete sentences like “I am” with 
words such as “gifted” or  “beautiful” and 
then memorize the sentences. 

But hundreds of studies have failed to 
show that self-esteem training produces 
lasting positive results. To put this another 
way, merely feeling good about yourself 
doesn’t necessarily make you more effec-
tive. What’s more, recent studies suggest 
that self-esteem training may be harmful—
that it leads many students to overestimate 
their abilities, for example. One study even 
shows that people with high self-esteem are 
more likely to be violent or racist. 

News Alert
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The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon.  It is 
overseen by an independent board which has full and 
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and affairs. (04/05)

Dave & T.A.’s Itinerary
April 9-10         Meadow Grove Baptist Church
Dave                 Brandon, MS
                         (601) 825-5704

April 29-30       Last Days Bible Conference
T.A.                   Calgary, Alberta, Canada
                         (403) 948-5401

June 9-11         Berean Calvary Chapel
Dave                 Kirkville  NY
                         Conference with Jacob Prasch
                         Of Moriel Ministries

June 12            Berean Calvary Chapel
Dave                 Kirkville  NY
                         (315) 656-7107

Aug 1-5            Word of Life
Dave                 Schroon Lake  NY
                         (518) 494-6000
                          

Letters

TBC Notes
Spring Cleaning

Spring has sprung and we are in 
the process of cleaning out our mailing 
list. Our procedure is to contact those 
who have never contacted us to see if 
they want to continue to receive our 
free newsletter. Some have been put on 
our mailing list by well-meaning (albeit 
anonymous) friends or relatives. A few 
such recipients have acknowledged 
their appreciation; however, we’ve had 
others who wanted us to know that 
they used the newsletter to line their 
birdcages and other even less practical 
dispositions.

If you receive such a note from us, 
please do not think any more of it than 
good stewardship on our part. We are 
very thankful for f inancial support, 
although we don’t make fund appeals 
for our ministry.  Neither has contrib-
uting to TBC ever been a criterion for 
receiving the newsletter.

  T.A. McMahon
  Executive Director

Dear TBC,
God bless you, and thank you for your 

ministry. This is more of a personal lament 
than anything. Truth is all but dead in this 
country, and I’m beginning to think it’s 
going that way in the Body. It’s so disheart-
ening when you try to talk about truth and 
all you get is accused of judging....I really 
try to be prayerful, caring, accurate, and 
without hypocrisy. But people don’t want to 
hear it. All that matters anymore is people’s 
intentions. As long as they are “loving,” it 
doesn’t matter what they teach or do. They 
should just hand us baskets full of flowers 
as we enter the church so we can toss the 
petals in the air and chant nonsense. After 
all, it’s how we feel that [supposedly] 
defines truth. Is this really what Jesus died 
for? PE (email)

Dear Dave,
I have read your book, What Love Is 

This? I was raised in Reformed Theology..... 
I put my wife through this teaching for 
over 50 years of marriage. She never was, 
nor was I, taught the gospel as you have 
presented in your book….Through the 
teaching of [a non-denominational church] 
we went through the Bible verse by verse. 
This is how I came to know all about Jesus 
and to be born again….We are both in our 
late 70s. We praise God for over 59 years of 
marriage. If it weren’t for Jesus and being 
obedient unto His word we would have 
never made it. When we both die, we know 
where we are going—to heaven, without a 
doubt. JT (CO)

Dear Brother Tom,
Your [news]letters on “Consumer 

Christianity” have really hit home. I 
thought it was just me. Maybe I was 
becoming too critical or nit-picky, but 
my heart was grieving, I was starving….I 

needed encouragement to press on.... 
Being in the music end of things, I found 
that worship has become almost “ugly” to 
me. A lot of times suffering through the 
whole “production” onstage, fighting every 
moment to worship my Lord and King….I 
looked at the congregation…not many 
singing…I looked at the band…I couldn’t 
sing. I prayed, “Lord, all I want to do is praise 
you…you are the reason that I sing, have 
joy….Lead us, Holy Spirit.” [Our pastor had] 
brought in his own band…fired the worship 
leader…. The songs were great, and all have 
a lot of talent, but much was sacrificed to 
have perfect entertainment. They wanted 
“seeker-friendly-looking” people onstage, 
too….I was guilty by association. Worship 
is more than music. It’s a way of life, a way 
of being. Thank you for confirming some 
things for me. LT (WA)

Dear Dave,
I’ve started reading What Love Is 

This?...If the Lord tarries, this book will 
definitely become a classic. [You] cer-
tainly did a tremendous job of research, 
as is evident at the end of every chapter, 
and brought out arguments that any hon-
est person would have to accept if he is 
looking for the truth. Having worked in 
the land of Calvin for the past 57 years, 
just a short distance from where he was 
born, we have witnessed firsthand what 
his doctrine did to the Reformation. France 
is filled with dead Reformed churches, 
many of which are now closed. Calvin had 
very little to do with the Reformation. It 
was going full blast before he ever came 
on the scene. Farrel was the great French 
reformer who led thousands to Christ and 
evangelized the city of Geneva to the extent 
that he turned the Catholic cathedral in that 
city into a protestant church—which it still 
is today. Though Calvin eventually became 
the pastor of that church, his “main contri-
bution” to the Reformation was his theo-
logical writings, which finally killed off the 
great movement of the Spirit. AS (SC)

Dear Tom,
Okay, so “consumer Christianity” is 

bad, and we need to return to that “old-
time religion” with long church sanctu-
aries, nailed down pews facing forward, 
stained glass, an elevated pulpit, and a 
divided chancellery with piano on one 
side and organ on the other. Oh, and no 
modern technology in video projection; 
only hymnals. And 30-minute sermons 
just choked-full [sic] of sound biblical 
teaching. Congratulations, you’ve alien-
ated most of the very people we’re trying 
to reach….Shame on you guys for hitting 
the Calvinists, saying that they’ve missed 
God’s love, and that He cares for all men, 

when you turn around and hammer the 
contemporary church for being relevant to 
the masses. Purpose Driven ministries are 
fulfilling Jesus’ mandate in Matthew 28: 
19, 20. I know, I’ve been to Saddleback 
Church. I’ve listened carefully to the teach-
ing; I’ve observed the ministry, and none of 
this is a ploy to pagan human values. I know 
because I’ve served five biblical churches. 
Remember: “They don’t care what you say, 
or teach, until they know you care.” You 
should know this by now. TB (AZ)

Dear Berean Call,
I was very blessed by your March news-

letter. It was truly an eye-opener. I believe 
that Christians who see the deception/
delusion that is currently taking place must 
be fully awake and alert, for there has never 
been a time such as this. The Lord’s return 
must be very near. The thing that alarms me 
is that so many believers are still sitting in 
churches that are apostate. Will the Lord 
call them out? Will they listen to His call? I 
don’t think I ever read one of your newslet-
ters yet that gripped me like this one did. If 
this is going to be a worse thing than what 
Hitler did, is the church (the true believ-
ers) in North America prepared for what 
is coming?? HL (email)
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As Dave writes in this month’s Q&A, we’ve been criticized for saying that Rick is teaching pop psychology, but here it is for anyone to 
see. Warren begins The Purpose-Driven Life by saying, “It’s not about you.” In fact, that book turns out to be all about you—and we see 
the same in his columns in Ladies’ Home Journal. We thought our readers might want to see what Rick is doing with his opportunity to 
spread the gospel and where millions of “seekers” are being led through his features in LHJ.

Seekers that score high enough on the Ladies’ Home Journal 
online spirituality quiz receive this “encouragement”:

“Now that you’ve learned that freedom’s found in forgiveness, love, and taking care of yourself 
and others, can you spread it around and teach others? Just keep being you and remaining in 
the moment. And of course you can’t forget your deep breathing and making time for nature, 
stillness, and the seeking of even more life truths. Not everyone travels the path of inner peace 
and fi nds it. Now that you have, pass it on.”

PLEASE NOTE: TBC realizes that Warren is not responsible for the content of LHJ’s “spirituality” 
website. Nevertheless, he is accountable as an evangelical pastor to protect his readers from 
the counterfeit New Age and Eastern mystical spirituality to which the link at the end of his 
article points them. LHJ’s “spirituality guide”—along with Warren’s self-improvement counsel 
and humanistic gospel of self—is a deadly combination offering temporal pleasure, pride, and 
“purpose” at the expense of eternal life with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Ladies’ Home Journal has a circulation of 4.1 
million and a readership of 14.5 million.” (2003 
Meredith Corporation news release)

The prominent web link under Rick’s name (see 
article at right) takes online readers to the page 
above. A key link encourages seekers to take the 
quiz “Are you spiritually tuned in?” (note photo 
of women meditating in Yoga posture below, 
under quiz question #2).
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N E W  A R R I V A L S — F R O M  O U R  B O O K S H E L F  T O  Y O U R S
HEREʼS 
THE DIFFERENCE
Bringing Biblical 
Distinctions into Focus

M a c D o n a l d —
Failing to rightly 
divide the Scrip-
tures (2 Tim. 2:15) 
brings confusion. To 
“rightly divide” the 

word of God means to place each verse in 
its proper context and to understand the 
distinctions and meaning. This basic bib-
lical reference will help believers to under-
stand such things as “positional truth” and 
“practice.” Learn to recognize the distinc-
tions between Israel and the church and 
many other subjects. The author provides 
96 biblical distinctions—useful keys for 
unlocking the treasures of Scripture—
including: the three tenses of salvation; 
position and practice; indwelling, bap-
tism, and fi lling of the Spirit; Israel, the 
Kingdom, and the church. Gospel Folio 
Press, paperback, 196 pp.
B01453 $11.00

THIRTY YEARS 
A WATCHTOWER 
SLAVE
The Confessions of a Con-
verted Jehovahʼs Witness

Schnell—More than 
an account of how 
a cult enslaved a 
man, Schnell’s story 

illustrates how false teachers “crept in 
unawares” (Jude 4). The decade follow-
ing World War I was a time of upheaval, 
destruction of institutions, and unbridled 
license. The Watchtower Society master-
fully promoted a message that seemed to 
promise hope in the midst of chaos. Many 
invested their lives in the Brooklyn-based 
society, accepting and promoting a message 
that most would never see heaven. Schnell 
joined the Watchtower Society in the 1920s, 
but the societal issues of that time grimly 
parallel those of today. It would be wise to 
heed the warning of the author: “Let my life 
of slavery be your warning! It took me thirty 
years to get free!” Baker Books, 214 pp.
B04420 $12.00

LAWʼS END
The Galatians Letter

York—Are Chris-
tians required to 
keep the law as a 
condition of sal-
vation? This help-
ful overview of the 
Epistle to the Gala-
tians answers that 

question and helps to clear the confusion 
many have concerning the roles of law 
and grace. Very early in the history of the 
church, Jewish converts sought to impose 
the keeping of the law upon Gentile believ-
ers. We know what the Apostle Paul said 
about this controversy, because he said it 
in his letter to the Galatians. 104 pp.
B05032 $7.50

MIKE GENDRON 
DOUBLE-FEATURE 

1) Israel, Islam and the Vatican
2) Contending for the Faith

Gendron—Two new video presentations 
by Mike Gendron, with PowerPoint slide 
presentation for convenient study. Con-
tending for the Faith is especially good for 
this “purpose-driven” age.
DVD091 $20.00

ISLAM AND 
TERRORISM
What the Quran really 
teaches about Christianity, 
violence, and the goals of 
the Islamic jihad

Gabriel—The West-
ern media declares 
that “at its core, 
Islam is moderate 

and tolerant of others” (New York Times 
Magazine). Author Mark A. Gabriel, former 
professor of Islamic history at Al-Azhar Uni-
versity, disagrees. As a child, Gabriel grew 
up in a Muslim family in Egypt and was 
heavily indoctrinated. By the age of twelve 
he had memorized the entire Qur’an. He 
went on to become a top student at the 
most prestigious Islamic university in the 
world, Al-Azhar in Cairo, Egypt. As a stu-
dent and professor of Islamic history, he 
rubbed shoulders with those who are at 
the forefront of propagating the tenets of 
Islamic terrorism. He actually took classes 
with Sheik Umar Abd al-Rahman, who 
was convicted of masterminding the 1993 
World Trade Center bomb attack. This 
ground-breaking true account is nothing 
less than an explosive ex-insider's exposé 
of the origin of Islamic terrorism, rooted in 
the bloody soil of Muhammad's own atroc-
ities. 240 pages, retail $13.99.
B00847 $12.00

> A SHOCKING BUT VITAL ALARM ALL SERIOUS CHRISTIANS SHOULD READ

OCCULT INVASION: 
The Subtle Seduction of the World and Church
Occult beliefs march freely across America today powerfully 
infl uencing our children, our society, our government, and 
even our churches.  The deadly impact of Satan’s dominion is 
seen in the rise of teen suicide, the increase in violence, and the 
immorality that pervades our society.  Sharing the knowledge 
you need to protect your family from this invasion, noted cult 
expert Dave Hunt reveals: how Satan’s lies are being taught 
behind the academic respectability of science; how demonic 
activities are presented as the path to enlightenment through 

“alien” contacts and paranormal experiences; how pagan religions are being pro-
moted through ecology and “we are one” philosophies; how evil is being reinvented 
as good by psychology and the legal system, and much more. OCCULT INVASION 
gives you the skills you need to recognize the subtle incursions of the occult and 
provides tools you can use to halt its destructive advance. Harvest House, 647 pp.
B02693  $14.00 
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The Incredible Creatures That Defy Evolu-
tion series enters the fascinating world of 
animals to reveal sophisticated and com-
plex designs that shake the traditional 
foundations of evolutionary theory. Dr. 
Jobe Martin was a traditional evolution-
ist, but his medical and scientifi c training 
itself would go through an evolution—or 
rather, a revolution—when he began to 
study animals that challenged the scien-
tifi c assumptions of his education. 

Have you ever wondered: • Are there really 
creatures that produce fi re to defend them-
selves? • How certain birds can navigate 
over thousands of miles of ocean and never 
get lost? • How fi refl ies and glowworms 

can create pure light that generates no 
heat? • How whales can dive to the bot-
tom of the ocean without the pressure 
causing them to implode? • How some 
creatures can be cut in half and still regen-
erate themselves? Even grow a new head? 
• What incredible fl ying insect became the 
inspiration for the design of the helicop-
ter? • and more!

“...Technically robust and visually stimulat-
ing. It’s exciting for all ages. If it was a book 
you wouldn’t be able to put it down.”

—John Morris, President, 
Institute for Creation Research

“This fi lm is exactly what people young and 
old today need. This is a powerful way to 
reach the skeptics around you.”

—Joy Peterson, Student, 
University of Boulder

 “...My 20-year-old son and 18-year-old 
daughter were amazed at the intricacy of 
God’s creative power. Should be manda-
tory viewing in schools.”

—Ron Shoup, VP of Programming, 
INSP Network

“I own nearly every video from creation-
ist organizations and these are some of 
the best!”

—Pastor Tim Chaffey

Incredible Creatures—Vol. 1
DVD049/VT049 ($22.95 retail)     $20
Incredible Creatures—Vol. 2
DVD065/VT065 ($22.95 retail)     $20
Incredible Creatures—Vol. 3
DVD090/VT090 ($22.95 retail)     $20

Incredible Creatures Set of 3
DVD091/VT091 ($68.85 retail)     $50

In one of the most visu-
ally stunning and infor-
mative wildlife produc-
tions made, you'll jour-
ney to discover the 
story of life itself. How 
much can animals 
change? Why do so 
many species depend 
upon one another to 

survive? Where does instinct and intelli-
gence come from? And what do the designs 
of creatures alive today reveal about their 
history? What does modern DNA research 
now prove about the theory that simple 
cells evolved into all life on earth?

Filmed and researched over a fi ve-year 
period in more than ten different coun-
tries, Life’s Story explores these questions 
and many more. 56 minutes. 

“I had to view the program twice, it was 
so good, I couldn’t believe it the fi rst time 
I watched it.” 

—Dr. David Rosevear, President, 
The Creation Science Movement, UK

“The photography is breathtaking, the sci-
ence is crystal clear and the application is 
thoroughly Biblical...I commend it whole-
heartedly.” 

—Dr. John Blanchard, Author 
(15 million books sold in 40 languages)

“An exciting educational video about the 
origin, the relationships and destiny of dif-
ferent creatures that are found in many 
varied locations on the earth.” 

—Monty White, CEO, Answers in Genesis, 
United Kingdom

Life’s Story—DVD
DVD072 $20
Life’s Story—VHS
VT072 $20
Life’s Story—Full-Color Book 
B87716 (FREE with video order)     $8

FREE BONUS with video 
purchase! Modern DNA 
research has now proved 
that simple cells did not 
evolve into all life on earth, 
and that evolution is impos-
sible. So why is this being 
kept from the general pub-

lic? This powerful paperback features color 
photography and makes a great supplement 
to the video series. 64 pp.

  In one of the most visu-
ally stunning and infor-
mative wildlife produc-
tions made, you'll jour-
ney to discover the 
story of life itself. How 
much can animals 
change? Why do so 
many species depend 
upon one another to 

Incredible Creatures  VOLUME THREE NOW AVAIL ABLE!

LIFEʼS STORY PAPERBACK — an $8.00 value — with purchase of  DVD or VHS

FREE BONUS
purchase! Modern DNA 
research has now proved 
that simple cells did not 
evolve into all life on earth, 
and that evolution is impos-
sible. So why is this being 
kept from the general pub-

lic? This powerful paperback features color 

FREE!

NEW!

Save 
$18.85 off 

retail on 
set of 3
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Account No. __________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________  State _____ Zip ___________

CONTACT INFO:   In case we need to contact you regarding your order

Daytime Home     (__________) __________________________________________

Daytime Work      (__________) __________________________________________

E-Mail   _____________________________________________________________

To sign up for automatic e-mail news, please visit our website: www.thebereancall.org 
and click on “what’s new” to create a user name and to see the newsletter options

SHIP TO:   ❒ same as “ordered by”  ❒ alternate address below   ❒ this is a gift to

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________  State _____ Zip ___________

PAYMENT:  (PLEASE — IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY)

❒ CHARGE to my credit card

Card Number   __  __  __  __  / __  __  __  __  / __  __  __  __  / __  __  __  __ 

Expires on (mm/yy)   __  __  / __  __

Signature ____________________________________________________________

❒  CHECK or money order enclosed   /  check number ________________________

❒  IF MY FUNDS EXCEED PRODUCT AND SHIPPING COSTS, PLEASE KEEP BALANCE AS A GIFT

❹

                 Item                                                         Title/Product                                                            Regular              Multiple Item           Quantity                 Total
                Code                                                         Description                                                               Price             Discount Price *         Ordered                 Price

      __________       ___________________________________________       ________       ________       _______       ________

      __________       ___________________________________________       ________       ________       _______       ________

      __________       ___________________________________________       ________       ________       _______       ________
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                                                                                                                                                                  Product/Resource Total        ________

                                                                                                                                                                   333Shipping Fees        ________

                                                                                                                                                        Radio & Audio Newsletter Total        ________

                                                                                                                                                                              Gift to Ministry        ________

                                                                                                                                                                                        TOTAL        ________

ORDER RESOURCES:   Please print all information clearly and use catalog codes

Thank	You!

* MULTIPLE ITEM DISCOUNT PRICE:  Save 20% when ordering 2 or more of the same item (book or video only) TOTAL YOUR ORDER:7
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Address ___________________________________________________________
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Daytime Phone (__________) __________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________  State _____ Zip ___________

Daytime Phone (__________) __________________________________________

❺ SIGN UP a pastor, friend, or family member to receive a free newsletter subcription
PLEASE NOTE: We invite and encourage you to share our ministry with other Bible-focused believers; however, we recommend asking or notifying those whom you 
would like to subscribe; otherwise, we risk wasting valuable resources (printing, postage, and telephone time) and generating ill will toward you or TBC.
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S H I P P I N G  R A T E S  &  O P T I O N S
UNITED STATES

ECONOMY: 
Free shipping via Library Mail

Add $3.00 to expedite 
via UPS ground

UPS Overnight/2-day/3-day at cost

INTERNATIONAL / CANADA

ECONOMY: $4 + 10% of order

AIRMAIL for audio & video tapes, CDs:
$5 + 25% of order

AIRMAIL for books, booklets, tracts:
$5 + 50% of order

FREE SHIPPING
via Library Mail 

in the USA

If you are ordering from Canada or Australia, please contact your local distributor for pricing
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REACHING CATHOLICS FOR CHRIST ONLINE!

APRIL 2005

New study of Romans now available from According to God’s Word Radio

BOOK OF ROMANS
Verse-by-Verse Study
McMahon/Durel/Gendron/McCarthy—
NEW from “According to God’s Word” radio 
this study brings vital understanding to a 
powerful doctrinal book.

 AT111 (14 cassettes, 2 albums) $55
 CD111 (16 discs in binder) $55
 MP3111 (1 disc in sleeve) $12

BOOK OF GALATIANS
Verse-by-Verse Study
McMahon/Durel/Gendron/McCarthy—
This insightful discussion of Galatians is 
compiled from 50 episodes of According to 
God’s Word. 

AT097 (8 cassettes, 1 album) $40
CD097 (10 discs in binder) $30
MP3097 (1 disc in sleeve) $15

Reaching Catholics For Christ is an association of ministries and 
individuals having a zeal to share the truth of biblical salvation 
with Roman Catholics. RCFC serves the body of Christ and its 
participants by supporting ex-Catholics and other Bible-believing 
Christians in their endeavor to personally minister the true gos-
pel of salvation to their Catholic loved ones, friends and acquain-
tances. RCFC is committed to 1) strengthen and increase the effec-
tiveness of associated ministries which have been called to pro-

claim the biblical gospel to Catholics, and 2) help such ministries 
educate the body of Christ as to the unbiblical nature of Roman 
Catholic salvation.  Simply, RCFC is committed to encouraging 
intercommunication among the millions of born-again ex-Catho-
lics (and other like-minded believers), as well as connecting them 
to ministries throughout the world which can help them evange-
lize Catholics. Visit the RCFC website, newly updated with many 
radio broadcasts archived at www.reachingcatholics.org

NEW!


