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Heaven’s Cure for Our Troubled Hearts 
— Part One

William MacDonald

[“Bill” MacDonald was involved with The 
Berean Call as a great friend, a former 
TBC board member, and a gifted teacher 
of God’s Word. He is now at home with 
the Lord. We are confident that this talk he 
once gave at Calvary Chapel Modesto will 
truly bless you.]

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. And whither 
I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas 
saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.”

—John 14:1-6

AS I READ these verses of Scripture, I can’t 
help thinking of the vast number of people 
who will be in heaven singing the praises of 
the Lord Jesus for all eternity because of verse 
6—how the Holy Spirit of God used that verse 
to bring light to darkened souls. They came to 
Christ depending on Him and Him alone for 
their soul’s salvation.

I think of people going through trials, and 
difficulty, and trouble—pain, sorrow, tears—
and I think of the comfort that these verses 
have brought to them.

“I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.”

I think of how God has used these verses 
at times of bereavement when loved ones 
have been taken away, taken to heaven, and 
the comfort that has come to troubled hearts 
through these wonderful verses of Scripture.

So I’d like to look at this chapter with you to 
see if the Lord might have something for your 
heart, especially if you have a troubled heart.

The Lord Jesus says, “Let not your heart 
be troubled.” Why did He say that? Well, of 
course, chapter 14 is closely linked with chap-
ter 13. I’ll never get famous for saying that, 
but it’s true just the same. You know that the 
chapter breaks are rather artificial. They’re not 
part of the inspired text, so it might be good 
if you read chapter 13 and then immediately 
read chapter 14. And you’d find that there are 
several reasons in chapter 13 why their hearts 
might be troubled.

If you’d just turn in your Bible and look 
back over chapter 13, you’ll see, first of all, 
that the Lord Jesus said He was going away. 
Well, that’s one reason for a troubled heart. He 
was going to leave them! There was going to 
be a time of separation.

He also said that one of the disciples was 
going to deny Him—Peter. And if that wasn’t 
bad enough, He also said that one of the dis-
ciples was going to betray Him—Judas. And it 
says there that when He thought of Judas and 
of that betrayal, His heart was troubled.

So there are four reasons in the preceding 
chapter why the hearts of the disciples might 
be troubled. And so He says, “Let not your 
heart be troubled.” And in the chapter that 

[to see] whether those things were so.”
—Acts 17:11

“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, 
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follows, in chapter 14, it’s just full of reasons 
why our hearts shouldn’t be troubled. They’re 
going to pop out at you at almost every verse 
that we read.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me.”

To believe in God means to trust God. 
There’s a cure for a troubled heart: trust God. 
God doesn’t do anything but what you your-
self would do if you had His wisdom, love, and 
power. Around every one of His people there’s 
a hedge, and Satan can’t get past that hedge (as 
we learned in the Book of Job) except by the 
Lord’s permission. Everything that comes into 
our lives is filtered through the love of God.

The Lord Jesus says, “Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.”

Let me just pause there to say that the chapter 
is also filled with many statements concerning 
the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, statements 
where the deity of the Lord Jesus is implied, 
and this is one of them. To believe in Christ 
is the same as believing in God. To believe in 
God—same as believing in Christ. “Ye believe 
in God, believe also in me.” And I like to sub-
stitute the word “trust” there. Trust in the Lord. 
No matter what your circumstance may be, no 
matter what trial you may be called on to go 
through in the home, at work, in school, in col-
lege, the answer is “trust in the Lord.”

When the Lord Jesus said, “Ye believe in 
God, believe also in me,” He claims equality 
with God. To trust Him is the same as to trust 
God, and He claims to be the sole revealer of 
God in this chapter. And this verse tells me that 
the Lord Jesus is just as much to be trusted as 
God the Father is. That’s wonderful, isn’t it? 
“Let not your heart be troubled.”

It’s good that he didn’t stop after the word 
“troubled.” He went on to tell them why they 
shouldn’t be troubled, and gave many reasons. 
Let’s go down the chapter and look at some of 
the reasons.

He was going to the Father’s house of many 
mansions. That’s good news! He was going 
back to heaven. The cross wouldn’t be the 
end, would it? He would rise from the dead, 

He would ascend back to heaven, and He was 
going to the Father’s house of many mansions. 
Verse 2: He was going to prepare a place for 
them. It’s getting better all the time, isn’t it? 
Not only that He was going to the Father’s 
house, He was going to prepare a place for 
them. Verse 3: He would come again and take 
them to be with Him. Does that make your 
heart rejoice? It should. Verse 6: He himself 
was the only true way to heaven, only true way 
to the Father. Verse 12: They would do greater 
works—after He went back to heaven and the 
Holy Spirit was given, they would do even 
greater works than He had done when He was 
here on earth. He would answer any prayers 
that were offered in His name. My, it’s really 
just a wonderful collection of promises that He 
makes here.

Then verse 16: Another helper would come 
and abide with them forever. Of course, that 
was the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was going 
to come, and He would stay with His people 
forever…and that’s what happened after 
Pentecost.

Verse 18: Jesus would not leave them 
orphans. He would come to them—that is, He 
would come back to them in the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit came to 
them, in a sense, the Lord Jesus came to them 
at that time. Verse 19: They would share His 
endless life. Wonderful, wonderful Jesus. And 
verse 20: They would understand in a com-
ing day that they shared oneness with God the 
Father and with the Lord Jesus His Son.

I like verses 21 and 23—He said that obedi-
ence to the Lord would result in a special bond 
of fellowship between the Father, the Son, and 
believers. God loves obedient people. He loves 
everybody, but there’s a special way in which 
He loves His people who are obedient to His 
Word. And then verse 27: He promises peace 
to His people.

“Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world 
of sin? The blood of Jesus whispers peace 
within.”

“In my Father’s house are many man-
sions….” Well, He doesn’t tell us all that we 
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would like to know about those mansions. 
Maybe we wouldn’t be able to take it in if He 
told us, you know?

Somebody has said we have five senses now, 
perhaps we’ll have 50 senses when we get to 
heaven. I wouldn’t be surprised. To take in 
all the beauty, the majesty, the fullness of that 
scene, we probably would need more than five. 
If the joy that will be ours then were poured 
into us now, we would burst!

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you.” I like 
that. “If it were not so, I would have told you.” 
What does that mean? It means the Lord Jesus 
tells us everything in the Word of God that we 
really need to know. That’s a comfort, isn’t 
it? A lot of us have a lot of questions. I’d like 
to ask Paul a lot of questions when we get to 
heaven. But I like those words: “If it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you.” That’s wonderful!

You know, I said that the chapter is filled 
with implications of the deity of Christ. Here’s 
something that’s really wonderful: we read it, 
we’re so familiar with it, and we read it kind of 
as a matter of fact. But when He says this, He’s 
claiming the ability to go instantly throughout 
all the universe—throughout all the universe—
to go to the Father’s house, to go to heaven, 
and to prepare a place for you.

If I were to say that to you, what would 
you ever think? If a mere man ever said, “I’m 
going to heaven to prepare a place for you,” 
you’d think, Let’s get the little man in the white 
jacket to come and take him away to the psy-
chiatric ward, you know. But in the lips of 
the Lord Jesus, they sound absolutely perfect, 
don’t they?

“I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself….”

That’s wonderful, how very personal the 
gospel is—how very personal. Imagine receiv-
ing worms unto Himself, huh? Receiving 
people like ourselves unto Him, saved by His 
marvelous grace. “…that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” That’s wonderful, isn’t it? The 

Lord Jesus wasn’t satisfied just to deliver us 
from going to hell. He wasn’t satisfied to just 
give us a long life on earth. He never will be 
completely satisfied till He has us with Him in 
glory—with Him and like Him forever. I think 
that’s wonderful. Salvation could have done 
less than that.

“And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 
know.” Well, He had already told them where 
He was going, and they knew the way as well. 
But, you know, the disciples were just like our-
selves—they’d hear a thing, and sometimes it 
didn’t register with them. He told them many 
times that He was going to go to the cross. He 
was going to be delivered to the Gentiles. He 
was going to die, He was going to be buried 
and rise again. And it seemed at the time that 
they took it in, and then they would go on and 
seem to be completely forgetful of it all. And 
we’re like that, too, and that’s why the truths 
of God’s Word have to be repeated to us over 
and over again.

Well, Thomas speaks up at this point. He 
said, “Lord, we know not whither thou goest; 
and how can we know the way?” Thomas might 
have thought he was going to Tyre or Sidon or 
Damascus in Syria. I don’t know what Thomas 
thought. “We don’t know where you’re going, 
Lord. How can we know the way?” And then 
the Lord Jesus came out with those immortal 
words: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

“I am.” When the Lord Jesus said, “I am,” 
He took one of the Old Testament names of 
God to Himself, didn’t He? God the Father is 
known as the I AM, the ever great I AM. Seven 
times in the Gospel of John these words are 
ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the I 
AM. It really means, “I was, I am, I always will 
be.” It comprehends all tenses of existence.

“I am the way.” He’s not just a sign show-
ing the way, He is the way. And I want to tell 
you: if you have the Lord Jesus as your own, 
you’re as sure of heaven as God can make you. 
That’s wonderful, isn’t it? If your only hope 
for heaven is the Savior, you’re saved. He is 
the way. He’s the truth—He’s the true way, and 
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He’s the embodiment of truth, as well. People 
go to colleges and universities and they have 
great philosophical arguments about, “What is 
truth?” Well, I’ll tell you what truth is: truth is 
what God says about something. That’s true. 
And the Lord Jesus is truth. He’s the embodi-
ment of truth, and everything He says is true.

“I am the life,” as well. He not only is the 
way, He gives us the life to go the way. So 
I read this in a way: “I am the way, the true 
way, and the living way. No man comes to the 
Father except through me.”

I would suggest to you that those words 
I just read—“No man comes to the Father 
except through me”—are some of the most 
hated words in the world today. People don’t 
like that. They don’t like to hear that there’s 
only one way of salvation, that the Lord Jesus 
is the way, that there’s no other way. Nobody 
else can ever get to heaven in any other way. 
And that, of course, excludes all the great 
world religions except Christianity. That’s one 
reason why we have such an increase of anti-
Christian bigotry in the world today. They hate 
that truth. It’s the truth just the same, and you 
can fight against it, but that doesn’t change it 
a bit.

God sent His Son to die on the cross for man-
kind. He presents Himself as the way. There 
is no other way. Verse 7: “If ye had known 
me, ye should have known m y Father also….” 
Another clear statement of the deity of the 
Lord Jesus. To know the Lord Jesus is to know 
the Father. You say, “How is that? They’re 
separate persons.” Yes, they’re separate per-
sonalities. If you look at the words carefully, 
there’s “Me” and there’s “My Father.” Sepa-
rate personalities, yet to know one is to know 
the other.

It reminds us of John 1:1: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.”

“In the beginning was the Word,” the eter-
nity of the Lord Jesus. “The Word was with 
God [His distinct personality] and the Word 
was God [His absolute deity].” All great truths 
concerning the Savior.

And here He says, “If ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also….” And, of 
course, He came to tell us what God the Father 
is like, didn’t He?

There was a little girl that was afraid of being 
in the dark in her bedroom, and her mother 
came in to comfort her. And her mother said to 
her, “Don’t worry now, the Lord is here.” But 
she said, “I want a God with a face.” And that’s 
what the Lord Jesus is: He’s our God with a 
face.

If you go to Trafalgar Square in London, 
there’s a column there, and on the top of the 
column is Lord Nelson. But honestly, Lord 
Nelson is so high up there that nobody can 
see him but the pigeons. And so, one year they 
were going to have a great exposition in Brit-
ain there, and they made a duplicate of Lord 
Nelson, and they brought it down to street 
level so people could see what he was like. 
And, you know, that’s what God did when He 
sent His lovely Son down to this world. The 
Lord Jesus came down, and He fully declared 
what the Father is like. So if you want to know 
what God is like, look at the Lord Jesus, and 
He’ll tell you exactly what God the Father is 
like.

“And from henceforth ye know him, and 
have seen him [that is, in the Lord Jesus].” 
There is a question whether we will see God 
the Father in heaven, and I’m not sure we could 
solve that problem tonight. It says, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” 
(Matthew 5:8). And Job had the hope of see-
ing God—“Yet in my flesh shall I see God”  
(Job 19:26). Other people say, “Yes, well, they’ll 
see Him as revealed in the person of the Lord 
Jesus. God is spirit, and you can’t see spirit 
with these eyes.”

I was once at a junior high camp speaking 
and we had a question-and-answer period, 
and one of the fellows said to me, “Will we 
see God in heaven?” And I went through quite 
a long theological discourse that, our eyes 
being what they are, we cannot see spirit, you 
know, and went through quite an elaborate 
explanation. He said, “I know, but will we see 
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God?” And he wasn’t at all satisfied. And so 
I repeated myself again, hoping that the mere 
repetition would help me, but he wasn’t satis-
fied. He said, “Maybe when we get to heaven 
we’ll have bigger eyes.” And I think he was 
absolutely right. When we get to heaven, we’ll 
have bigger eyes.

Verse 8: “Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew 
us the Father, and it sufficeth us.” “Show us the 
Father.” Dear Philip—he had been living with 
One who revealed the Father! He was one of 
the earliest disciples, Philip, and all that time 
he had been traveling with the Lord Jesus, and 
he had seen His miracles and heard His mar-
velous words, and now he says, “Show us the 
Father and it is sufficient. That’ll be enough for 
us—just give us a glimpse of God the Father.” 

“Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long 
time with you [referring to the fact that Philip 
was one of the early disciples, the earliest 
disciples, and yet the truth had not dawned 
on him as yet], and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father….”

Once again, I mentioned to you at the out-
set how many statements are in this chapter 
which, if you put them in the mouth of a mere 
man, they’re absolutely ludicrous—absolutely 
ridiculous! And this is one of them: “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?”

The Lord Jesus perfectly represents the 
Father down here. “The only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him” (John 1:18). So we don’t really 
have to be in darkness as to what God the 
Father is like. We see Him perfectly expressed 
in the life, words, and character of our blessed 
Savior. “Believest thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me?” Once again, 
separate personalities, but wonderful union of 
personalities in the Trinity, in the Deity.

“The words that I speak unto you I speak 
not of myself [on my own authority]....” That’s 
a wonderful thing! When the Lord Jesus came 
into the world, He came in perfect subjection 
to God the Father. He always did those things 

that please the Father. He never did anything 
through willfulness, through the exercise of 
His own will apart from God the Father. The 
miracles He performed, He performed in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in obedience to 
the Father. And that’s a tremendous lesson for 
us. It should teach us that the greatest glory that 
any of us can have is subjection to the Lord, to 
have our wills completely in accord with Him. 
My, it would save us a lot of misery!

It’s so easy for us even in Christian work 
to decide we’re going to do this. We can lay 
out goals for next year and have everything 
planned and mapped out; but, really, our call-
ing is to be so in touch with the Lord that we 
do what He wants us to do. How do you do 
that? Well, by prayer, by study of the Word of 
God, and just by yielding our wills to Him day 
by day, and letting Him reveal His plan to us. 
The good works that we’re to perform have 
been foreordained for us, and it’s just for us to 
find out what they are and to do them.

So the Lord Jesus was the subject Son of 
God. “The words that I speak unto you I speak 
not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in 
me, he doeth the works.”

You’ve got the words of the Lord Jesus, and 
you’ve got the works of the Lord Jesus as well. 
He says, “Believe me that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me: or else believe me for the 
very works’ sake.”

The best way, the best faith in the Lord, is 
to believe something because He says it. But 
here He seems to say, “If you can’t do that, 
then believe because of the works that I do.” I 
would say that’s a lesser form of faith. People 
say, “Well, if I could just see a miracle, I would 
believe.” Well, God is not pleased, really, with 
the kind of faith that demands a miracle. He’s 
not pleased with that kind of faith. Unbelievers 
say, “Well, if I could see somebody raised from 
the dead…” but the Word of God says, “No, 
you wouldn’t. You still wouldn’t believe…[if] 
one should rise from the dead…” (Luke 16:31).

[To Be ConTinued]

TBC
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QUOTABLE 
Let nothing be said about anyone unless it 

passes through the three sieves: Is it true? Is it 
kind? Is it necessary? 

—Amy CArmiChAel 

Q&A 
Question: The amount of time you invested 
in your careful writing of What Love Is This? 
was well spent. How I needed this informa-
tion! I have one question.... In 2 Timothy 
2:24-26 Paul talks about God granting peo-
ple repentance leading to the knowledge 
of the truth.... What is this talking about? 
Would you address this passage sometime?

Response: Here is that scripture: “In meek-
ness instructing those that oppose themselves; 
if God peradventure will give them repen-
tance to the acknowledging of the truth...that 
they may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will.” Obviously, Paul doesn’t believe that 
some are predestined to heaven and others to 
hell, or such a general prayer for sinners would 
be both senseless and blasphemous. 

Christ commissioned Paul to go to Jews and 
Gentiles “To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive for-
giveness of sins, and inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in me”  
(Acts 26:18). Paul declared that “the god of this 
world [Satan] hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not...” (2 Cor 4:4). And he warned 
that during the reign of Antichrist God will 
send upon those who “received not the love 
of the truth...strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie: That they all might be damned...”  
(2 Thes 2:10-12). They willfully rejected the love 
of the truth to follow Satan’s lies. In sending 
them a strong delusion God is only helping 
them to believe the lie they wanted to believe. 
“Sinners are taken captive at his [Satan’s] will” 

because they willingly believed his lies in rejec-
tion of the truth.

Therefore Paul suggests a specific prayer 
for the lost: that God would help them not to 
believe the lie they want to believe but would 
help them to understand and in repentance 
admit the truth. The prayer Paul suggests does 
not ask God to sovereignly regenerate sinners 
and give them the faith to believe the gospel—
but to help them to understand and admit the 
truth. What they do with that understanding 
will be up to them, for they must from their 
hearts embrace the truth in order to “recover 
themselves out of the snare of the devil....”

NOTE: Our Q&A section is primarily pulled from 
the Dave Hunt archives. Although some 
references may be dated, we believe there 
is timeless value within the messages.

LET TERS 
Dear Tom,

Wow, AMEN! I am WITH YOU BROTHER! 
I am a long time supporter of The Berean 
Call and have met brother Dave in 1999 and 
shook his hand at a prophecy conference that I 
attended just because he was a featured speaker. 
I had been hearing him and reading all of his 
books and subscribed to the newsletter for years 
already, knowing that he was the underdog 
among other ministries and not popular, and 
even “disliked” to put it mildly. 

I got into hot water recently over my objec-
tions to The Skit Guys’ portrayal of God 
Almighty showing up to a man who prayed 
like a “genie in the bottle” with a chisel and 
hammer. Shown in our church gathering. So 
many red flags were fluttering in my mind. I 
had to say so. It was not received well by the 
pastor. LL (email)

Dear TBC,
[Concerning the article The Chosen Fic-

tion, see—https://bit.ly/42rwmIN] …I have 
believed that watching movies about God has 
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allowed me to discern and polish God’s truth 
in my mind. I see these movies are the mod-
ern version of “eating meat sacrificed to idols” 
but, your points are biblical and have given me 
clearer insight to the deceptions used by Satan 
during these last days. I thank you and have 
asked God to speak more to me about this.  
MP (email)

Dear TBC,
It is usually true that if the so-called Chris-

tian church embraces something...AVOID it 
like the plague. The series The Chosen is full 
of half truths and even blasphemy. At first I 
was excited about it, but after a couple pro-
grams I realized that it was no different than 
other films about Jesus, but perhaps even more 
dangerous. Don’t be deceived! Anon. (email)

Dear TBC,
Thank you again for all the good work you 

are doing. Maybe Dave is looking down from 
heaven and is pleased. We see how many times 
in the Old Testament God judged Israel (past, 
maybe the present, and definitely in the future 
7-year tribulation on earth). It would seem God 
is in the process of judging the US. 

Whether the midterm elections and the 
next presidential election will really change 
much of our culture and attitude toward God 

is uncertain. Your work on bringing to light 
all the evil beliefs in the LDS church is really 
appreciated. My wife and I have been teaching 
the Bible in the Dallas metropolitan area for 20 
years now after our secular work retirements. 
Recently we tried to begin another Bible study 
in an independent living complex—we knew 
many different denominations are in these 
facilities—and I made the mistake of asking 
if anyone from the Mormon church was liv-
ing there (big mistake) after the class was over, 
which was well-attended. We were preparing 
for the next week’s lesson when a phone call 
told us we were not welcome there anymore. 
Thank you again for your work. LP (email)

Dear TBC,
Thank you for your work in the Lord. You 

have been and still are a blessing to us who 
look for the soon return of our Lord Jesus. 
Continue to be encouraged. Thanks to all who 
make this ministry important by faithful con-
tinuance in hearing and doing the Lord’s work 
(Philippians 2:13). PH (CA)

NOTE: Our purpose in this section is to simply 
show what kind of feedback we receive. 
We may respond to some of them in private 
whether or not we agree with their views.

Important Conference Update!
AFTER MUCH PRAYER AND DISCUSSION, we have decided to hold the TBC 
Conference exclusively “online” this year. We will miss the face-to-face fellowship 
that we’ve all enjoyed for many years but hope that the online gathering will also be 
a blessing.

Here at TBC, our belief is and has been for 32 years that “where God guides, 
He provides.” We greatly covet your prayers while we seek to be good stewards of 
God’s provision to the ministry. More details coming soon, Lord willing!
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NEWSWATCH 
PROTESTING DEI EMPHASIS IN MEDICAL TRAINING

TheCollegeFix.Com, 1/11/24, “DoCTors pro-
TesT proposeD Dei emphasis in CanaDian 
meDiCal sChool Training” [exCerpTs]: A draft 
report from the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in Canada that recommends 
medical schools focus more on “anti-racism” 
and “oppression” is causing an uproar among 
many in the medical community.

The report calls for “de-centering medical 
expertise” in favor of topics such as “decol-
onization,” “social justice,” and “inclusive 
compassion.”

“By challenging the status quo and embrac-
ing courageous actions and bold leadership, 
we can build a healthcare system that actively 
combats systemic inequities and promotes 
social justice rather than further perpetuating 
systems of oppression,” the report states.

The proposal has alarmed a number of 
prominent physicians, academics, and medical 
organizations.

“I worry for the profession,” 
Dr. Roy Eappen, senior fellow 
with the medical watchdog 
group Do No Harm, told The 
College Fix when asked about 
the report.

“It will put less competent profession-
als who will care more about ideology than 
patient-centered care. It will lead to worse care 
for patients across Canada,” Eappen told The 
Fix.

(https://bit.ly/48UDX59)

WHAT NEWS CAN MAKE US MISS
inTelleCTualTakeouT.org, 1/11/24, “imag-
ineD VirTue: WhaT neWs Can make us miss” 
[exCerpTs]: The mere volume of news outlets, 
encompassing written resources, news chan-
nels, podcasts, and more, makes it clear: News 
is a major part of most Americans’ lives.

And while it might be easy to dismiss the 
onslaught of current events or snappy advice 
as insignificant or peripheral to who we are 
as a society, it might also indicate Americans’ 
growing apathy for the world immediately 
around them.

Think about it this way: In The Screwtape 
Letters, C. S. Lewis depicts an older demon, 
Screwtape, admonishing a younger demon, 
Wormwood, on how best to diminish their 
“patient’s” true virtue. Screwtape tells Worm-
wood to focus the patient’s mind on things 
not in his immediate realm of experience: 
“Do what you will, there is going to be some 
benevolence, as well as some malice, in your 
patient’s soul. The great thing is to direct the 
malice to his immediate neighbours whom he 
meets every day and to thrust his benevolence 
out to the remote circumference, to people 
he does not know. The malice thus becomes 
wholly real and the benevolence largely  
imaginary.”

We might consider the example of Ameri-
can colonial theologian Jonathan Edwards, 

who once resolved to “as far as 
[he could], be concerned about 
nothing but [his] duty and [his] 
sin.” The things that we most 
need to concern ourselves with 
are the things closest to home. 

Our “duty” is our own daily 
responsibilities—what we need to 

do—and our “sin”—that is, our shortcomings. 
Both are imminent, and neither requires flick-
ing on the TV.

(https://bit.ly/3HEsBX3)

THE DATING GAME
CreaTion.Com, 12/30/23, “The DaTing game” 
[exCerpTs]: In western New South Wales, Aus-
tralia, part of a semi-arid desert has been set 
aside as a World Heritage area. Evolutionists 
believe that the site represents an outstanding 
example of the major stages in man’s evolu-
tionary history.

News stories are selected for 
reader awareness and as an 

exercise in discerning the times 
from a biblical perspective.
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What made the find significant was the 
assigned date. Carbon-14 dating (see https://
bit.ly/4bU6r0S) on bone apatite (the hard bone 
material) yielded an age of 19,000 years and 
on collagen (soft tissue) gave 24,700 years.

Then, in 1999, other scientists from the Aus-
tralian National University published a new 
comprehensive study on the age of Mungo 
Man. Their conclusion? Mungo Man was 
62,000 years old! Bowler and Magee described 
this 20,000-year stretch as “commendable in 
intent.”

There was just one small problem. The new 
date meant that the history of Australian occu-
pation would have to be rewritten. Bowler 

said, “For this complex, laboratory-based  
dating to be successful, the data must be com-
patible with the external field evidence.” In 
other words, you don’t just accept a laboratory 
date without question. It’s not the last word 
on the age of something. You only accept the 
date if it agrees with what you already think it 
should be.

And that is what we have been saying all 
along. That is why we won’t accept any date 
that contradicts the eyewitness evidence of 
human history recorded in the Bible. Such 
contradictory dates can’t be right.

(https://bit.ly/42mPOq4)

TBC NOTES

“CHRIST SUPPLEMENTED  
IS CHRIST SUPPLANTED”

Here is another note from William Mac-
Donald, who is now home with the Lord. 
He wrote in his Believer’s Bible Commen-
tary about his grave concern regarding 
Christ being supplemented which resulted 
in Christ being supplanted. That insight 
says volumes beyond the mere five words 
printed on the book’s page. First of all, what 
do those words mean? Supplemented means 
something has been added. Added to whom? 
Jesus Christ. By whom? Someone other than 
Jesus Christ (who is, by the way, the Word). 
What does “supplanted” mean? According 
to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, it means 
“to take the place of and serve as a substitute 
for.” The dictionary also provides synonyms 
for people to choose: replace, supercede, 

substitute, displace, relieve, usurp, displant, 
preempt, cut out.

Which word would you choose for the 
One who said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life…”? That’s a critical question for 
the church, because it is working overtime 
in adding to the Scriptures—from the lat-
est books by popular authors to the latest 
forms of visual entertainment, especially 
movies. Many pastors today are oblivious 
to the clear teaching that any addition to 
God’s Word is a denial of both its author-
ity and its sufficiency. “According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). What within 
one’s life and godliness is the exception to 
all things? Furthermore, adding to and sub-
tracting from biblical truth carries dire con-
sequences (Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:18-19).

T. A. McMAhon
ExEcuTivE DirEcTor
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THE BEREAN CALL

Founder: Dave Hunt
President & Executive Director: T. A. McMahon

TBC ONLINE
To receive The Berean Call by email or to access our online 
archives, please go to www.thebereancall.org

To order items from this newsletter or to see additional 
resources, visit store.thebereancall.org

DONATIONS
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on the belief that 
God will provide as we seek His face, so we do not make 
appeals for financial help. Although the ministry operates 
primarily on donations, these are freewill and not solicited. 
Through the years, TBC has seen God “do exceeding abun-
dantly above” all that was asked or thought.

CONTACTING US
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210
e-mail: tbcoffice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org
online store: store.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt corpo-
ration registered in the State of Oregon. It is overseen by an 
independent board which has full and final authority over all 
corporate assets, personnel, and affairs. (03/24)

SHIPPING RATES & OPTIONS

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING UP TO 10 POUNDS (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest method, deliv-
ers in 7 - 21 days.

$7 - FASTER SHIPPING UP TO 10 POUNDS (US)
Your items will be shipped by an upgraded shipping 
method, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street address required.)
If you require a specific shipping method, wish to place 
an order heavier than 10 pounds, or want FedEx expedited 
shipping, we will charge you the actual shipping cost. 
Customers who buy at wholesale or ministry discounted 
pricing also pay actual shipping cost. Please provide a 
street address to get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your shipping 
costs. If actual shipping costs are less, we will adjust what we 
charge you. If shipping charges are more, we will contact you.

FIRST POUND IS $20, EACH ADDITIONAL POUND IS $10
Example: a 5-pound package is $20 (first pound) + $40 (4 
additional pounds) = $60
We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes whenever 
possible to reduce postage costs.
If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the actual 
amount of shipping. If you pay by check or cash, we prefer 
to refund you with store credit. You may also choose to 
receive a refund by check or specify that the difference be 
used as a donation.

NEW!  2023 NEWSLETTER REPRINTS AND ARCHIVES

NEW! 

NEW! 

NEW! 

1986-2023 Newsletter Archive 
on CD-ROM

Hunt/McMahon—TBC Newslet-
ter Archive on CD-ROM con-

tains every feature article and 
Q&A, along with select content 
from 1986 through 2023, plus 
index, all in PDF for Mac or 

Windows on one CD! A compre-
hensive and economical resource 

for Bereans desiring to add to their study tools—PDF 
is completely searchable by keyword or phrase, page 
number, year, or month! A digital download version 
of the Newsletter Archive is available for purchase at:  
store.thebereancall.org.
CDPDF 1 CD-ROM wt .2     SALE  $10.00
eCDPDF digital download (online) FREE!

2023 Newsletter Reprints
TBC—Contains every feature article 
and Q&A plus select content from 2023. 
These loose-leaf, binder-ready reprints 
include the annually updated index 
(1986-2023) listing thousands of names 
and topics. —12 issues.

2023 wt .7     SALE  $6.50

1986–2023 Newsletter Reprints
TBC—Every feature article and Q&A 
plus select content from 1986 through 
2023! Loose-leaf binder-ready reprints 
come with the annually updated index 
(1986-2023).

102023 wt 11.0     SALE  $50.00
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Scan this QR code with 
your smart phone’s camera 
to view these products  
on our website!

BIOGRAPHY SALE!  SAVE UP TO 50% ON THESE BIOGRAPHIES

ZVI: The Return
Friends of Israel—The survival of Zvi 

Kalisher, like that of his nation Israel, 
defies explanation apart from God. His 
story, in the early stages, is reminis-
cent of the biblical book of Esther—

God is not consciously represented, yet 
He is obviously present and at work. Join 

Zvi and Dr. Elwood McQuaid, as they take you on this 
poignant video journey.
DVD329 1 DVD, 76 min. wt .2     $14.00

ZVI: The Miraculous Story of  
Triumph Over the Holocaust
McQuaid—A 10-year-old Jewish boy, 
Zvi, was separated from his parents and 
forced to face the trials of survival in 
Adolph Hitler’s crazed world. How he 
triumphed against all odds and found his 

way to Israel and faith in the Messiah is one of the great 
stories of our time.
B40665 softcover book, 352 pp. wt 1.1     $12.00

MATERIALS BY WILLIAM MACDONALD
Enjoy Your Bible!
MacDonald/Farstad—For a Christian, 
studying God’s Word should become a 
delight, a pleasure, a joy. This little volume 
will help chart excursions on the limitless 
seas of the written Word of God.
B00585   softcover, 124 pp.    wt .4     10.50

How to Study Your Bible
TBC—These Scripture-packed teachings 

were recorded at Calvary Chapel Modesto 
and presented in the humble fashion 
those familiar with William MacDon-
ald have come to expect. (Remastered 

from VHS; quality will vary.)
DVD095 2 DVDs, 142 min. wt .3    SALE  $9.75

Here’s the Difference
MacDonald—Learn to recognize the dis-
tinctions between Israel and the church 
and many other subjects. The author pro-
vides 96 biblical distinctions—useful keys 
for unlocking the treasures of Scripture—
including: the three tenses of salvation; 

position and practice; indwelling, baptism, and filling of 
the Spirit; Israel, the Kingdom, and the church.
B01453 softcover book, 186 pp. wt .5     $12.00

Forty Years in the Amazon Jungle
B75070 softcover, 253 pp. wt .7     SALE  $10.00

The Gospel in Bonds
B09367 softcover, 211 pp. wt .7     SALE  $10.00

By Searching
B00536 softcover, 160 pp. wt .2     $6.50

God of the Untouchables
B001279 softcover, 140 pp. wt .6     $9.00

Death of a Guru
B04341 softcover, 208 pp. wt .4     SALE  $10.00

Whom God Has Joined
B22110 softcover, 122 pp. wt .3     $8.50

To Russia with Love
Dave Hunt—This compelling real-life 
drama of terror, mystery, and suspense 
behind the Iron Curtain is the true story 
of Hans Kristian, Bible smuggler to 
the Soviet Union. As Hans recounts 
to Dave, he quickly came to a star-
tling realization: “I was staggered by 
the relationship these people had with 

God, because it raised a devastating question: If this was 
Christianity, then what was the game we were playing in 
the West?”  —The Berean Call, 224 pp.
B60361 wt .6     SALE  $6.00

To Russia with Love (DVD)
TBC—In 2006, Dave traveled 180 kilo-
meters north of Moscow to Vladimir, 

Russia, to speak to a gathering of pas-
tors and young men and women who 
desired to minister throughout that 
area of the country. This video doc-

umentary provides glimpses (some 
of them quite humorous) into what Dave experiences 
when he ministers around the world. The central mes-
sage he gives, titled “At What Cost a Bride?”, will touch  
your heart. —1 DVD, 57 min.
DVD195 wt .2     SALE  $6.00

SALE! 
SALE! 

SALE! 
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