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Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.... Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watch-
ing thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for

all saints.
—EPHESIANS 6:13, 16-18

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

—AcTs 2:42

WHAT LIES AHEAD, according to the Scriptures, regarding the
increasing development of mysticism today has been addressed in
the previous two articles presented in April and May. That’s one of
the purposes of biblical prophecy: to have believers “take heed.”
But being aware of what’s coming is only part of what God would
have us know. There is also the “what we are to do” part. And the
good news is that He enables us by His grace and His Holy Spirit.

How we go about our life in Christ is critical. Whether in
peace or persecution, in poverty or prosperity, in sickness or in
health, our condition cannot determine a response that keeps us
from being fruitful, productive, and pleasing to the Lord. That cer-
tainly makes no sense to the world and, sadly, many Christians
are confused by it. Yet that’s the gist of John 10:10: “I [Jesus] am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.” How can persecution, poverty, and sickness equate
with an abundant life? That doesn’t seem right, but perhaps one’s
definition of “abundantly” inhibits a correct biblical understanding
of the word.

If we’re thinking that the abundant life is one filled only with
the physical pleasures and provisions of life to the suspension of
things not so pleasant or seemingly favorable, we’ve misunder-
stood John 10:10 as well as other verses throughout Scripture. That
erroneous mindset cannot reconcile the joy indicated in verses such
as 2 Corinthians 7:4: “...I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding
joyful in all our tribulation,” and 2 Corinthians 8:2: “How that in
a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.” Words such
as “tribulation,” “trial of affliction,” and “deep poverty” seem at
odds with “abundance” and may lead a person to a misunderstand-
ing that could play havoc in a believer’s life in Christ.

Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward
is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the
prophets” (Luke 6:22-23). The point of bringing these verses to our
attention is because as we draw closer to the return of Jesus Christ,
the obstacles, both physical and spiritual, will increase. Many of
our brothers and sisters throughout the world are already undergo-
ing horrendous persecution. Where that is limited, such as here in
the West, spiritual deception and seduction are running rampant,
thereby shipwrecking the faith of multitudes of believers. Igno-
rance of what the Scriptures teach is a major contributor to said
conditions, but there are numerous verses that every biblical Chris-
tian needs to understand in order to successfully weather the trials
and tribulations that will surely come.

The good news is that God has provided “abundantly” every-
thing a true believer in Jesus needs in order to be fruitful in his
or her life in Christ. The Apostle Peter wrote, “According as his
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us
to glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). “All things” means all things, and
therefore that must include spiritual protection in the days that
Jesus characterized by declaring, “Take heed that no man deceive
you,” and “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:4, 24). Fur-
thermore, the good news is that the biblical prevention program
against being led astray by the cunning deceits of the Adversary
is neither complicated nor formidable. Here are the basic ele-
ments for preventing being deceived: the Word of God, prayer, and
fellowship.

“All things” that the Lord has provided are empowered by
the Holy Spirit and enabled through His grace. The preventative
process against being spiritually duped isn’t complex, but it does
demand a willing heart, a love of the truth, and the exercise of
discipline. Avoiding being deceived or seduced by the apostasy
must begin with the Word of God and our commitment to it, mean-
ing a consistent reading of the Bible—daily. There is no better
habit for the man, woman, and child of God. James gives the pri-
mary exhortation for that: “Submit yourselves therefore to God.”
(James 4:7) That must include submitting ourselves to God’s instruc-
tions. Two things here: we can’t submit to instructions we haven’t
read, and submission involves doing what God has instructed.

God’s Word has long been held as a Christian’s authority.
Today, although many evangelicals profess that they do believe
in the authority of Scripture in matters of faith and practice, in
actuality, they deny them in practice. A young man who was a local
leader in promoting the Emerging Church Movement came in to
see me one day. Previous to that, I was praying about how I could
explain some things to him and perhaps help him to get back on
track with God’s Word.

As we were about to start our conversation, I said that I thought
it would be very helpful if we acknowledged the spiritual authority
to which we were each submitting. With my Bible squarely in front
of him, I said, “This book is my authority. What’s your authority?”
He looked around, and looked around, as though searching for a
response, and then finally said, “My God is bigger than that book.”
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I wasn’t shocked by his answer because I’ve heard it a number of
times. Nevertheless, I followed that by responding that he must
therefore have other authorities, and who might they be in whom
he was trusting in place of God? Needless to say, our “conversa-
tion” went nowhere worthwhile after that.

Most Christians tend to hang on to the belief in the authority
of God’s Word, but functionally they bail out on it. That’s because
they don’t really believe in the sufficiency of Scripture. That’s
unfortunate. It’s also senseless. Why? Because anyone who claims
to believe in the authority of God’s Word but denies its sufficiency
means he doesn’t believe it has all the answers that it claims.
Therefore, if a person feels he must go elsewhere for answers, he’s
doing...what? He’s looking for another authority.

It should be obvious that not believing in the Bible’s sufficiency
is a rejection of its authority. Again, the Bible makes it absolutely
clear regarding its sufficiency. Second Timothy 3:16-17 proclaims:
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” These expressions—“inspiration,” being
“profitable,” giving “instruction” in order to grow in maturity,
and being “furnished” (equipped) for every good work—certainly
confirm sufficiency. Ephesians 2:10 spells out a major reason for
God making His Word sufficient for every believer: “For we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” And by
“all things that pertain unto to life and godliness,” as we noted in
Peter’s second epistle, Scripture is referring to all that is necessary
to please God regarding things that have both temporal and eternal
value. To what or to whom should a believer in Christ turn for that?

The daily habit of reading the Word of God, recognizing its
sufficiency for our growth, maturity, fruitfulness—and then doing
what it says by God’s enablement—is necessary for protection
against spiritual deception. And that must be undergirded by prayer.
“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God” (Philippians 4:6).

Hopefully, we all realize that when the verse says “every thing,”
it means everything. A number of years ago, [ was in England with
a couple of believers—guys [ hadn’t met before. But after spending
a few days with them, I was stunned by their approach to what we
were doing: they prayed about everything. Although I wasn’t used
to their zeal for prayer, the way they went about it reflected it as
a seamless part of their lives. They prayed at the day’s beginning,
prior to a drive to a meeting, for the spiritual blessing of the meet-
ing, thanking the Lord at meals, praying for those we met along
the way, and on and on. I found myself singing phrases from the
hymn What a friend we have in Jesus: All our sins and griefs to
bear. What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. That
experience with them got me both excited and re-invigorated about
how important prayer is.

When I came out of the Roman Catholic Church and into a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus, it was difficult at first (on my part)
to make that relationship truly personal. My early prayer life more
closely reflected the rote prayers I had practiced for decades when
Jesus was hardly a “friend” to me—certainly far less so than His
mother. As the evangelical church of late has become enamored
with the Church of Rome, many are practicing contemplative prayer,
which has been a historic part of Catholicism from the Desert Fathers
to the modern-day promotions of mystic priests such as Henri Nou-
wen and Thomas Merton. Although the claim is that contemplative
prayer is more intimate and draws one closer to God, the reality is
that it involves hundreds of vain repetitions of phrases and singular
words, a process that is condemned in Scripture (Matthew 6:7-8) and
renders intelligent communication totally absurd.

Biblical prayer, on the other hand, consists of a believer’s per-
sonal communication with his Creator. Although fully God, Jesus
is also fully Man. He demonstrated the intimate relationship we are
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to have with Him and with God the Father in numerous ways. For
example, we read that He withdrew from the crowds in order to
commune with His Father: “And when he had sent the multitudes
away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the eve-
ning was come, he was there alone.” And at times He “continued
all night in prayer” (Matthew 14:23; Luke 6:12). Prayer, according to the
Scriptures, is set forth as an imperative for the believer. We are to
pray “without ceasing,” “always,” “exceedingly,” “night and day,”
regarding whatever conditions beset us. We are to pray for our
brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 15:30), for our rulers, as well
as for our enemies (1 Timothy 2:1-2; Luke 6:27-28). The simple reason
that biblical prayer is so important is that we cannot do anything
that has eternal value except by God’s grace, and that is mostly
received through prayer.

Specific to spiritual protection, we are exhorted to pray “always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Ephesians 6:18).
The Apostle Paul asked for prayer “that we may be delivered from
unreasonable and wicked men...” declaring that “the Lord is faithful,
who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil” (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3).
Moreover, and better yet, we have Jesus, who prayed for Peter that
his faith would not fail (Luke 22:32), and who now is at the right hand
of the Father making “intercession for the saints” (Romans 8:27, 34)!

Another necessary element in regard to preventing being seduced
or deceived by the increasing apostasy may be the most difficult one
to satisfy or maintain. It has to do with fellowship. Scripture declares
“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their
labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him
that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.
Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be
warm alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand
him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

Those verses give simple insight as to how we should go about
dealing with these troubling times that aggressively oppose the
Bible’s instructions for living our lives in a way that is pleasing
to the Lord. Fellowship with like-minded brothers and sisters in
Christ is a major part of the Lord’s instructions, given for our pro-
tection, strengthening, and fruitfulness. Ecclesiastes implies that
those who disdain fellowship have put themselves into a weak and
vulnerable position: “Two are better than one.... For if they fall,
the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.” A believer who has
no one to support him spiritually will find himself in trouble sooner
or later. When any of us gets knocked down spiritually, we need
a fellow believer to help us up—mentally, emotionally, and, most
important, spiritually.

As for those who declare, “The Lord is all we need,” too often,
their subsequent thinking is out of line with God’s Word. Jesus said
in Luke 6:46, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?” We as believers need to “circle our wagons”
now and in the days ahead. Our best option is in a church fellowship,
supporting the leadership that is steadfast and staying the course of
God’s Word, and especially—serving the body. When that isn’t an
option, we must ask the Lord to help us to find another committed
believer or believers with whom we may have a Bible study, with
whom we can pray, with whom we might minister to one another,
encourage one another, and with whom we can gather together for
doctrinal discernment and spiritual fortification. “And if one prevail
against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.” First and foremost, that third strand must be the
Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, our Lord and Savior Jesus himself.

In summary, the Word of God, prayer, and fellowship are the
biblical keys empowered by God’s grace for a believer’s spiritual
protection. By His grace, may we be motivated to make these a
priority as we observe the spiritual darkness that is overtaking the
world around us.

TBC



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

QuEesTiON: I have not heard an explanation of Matthew 27:52-
53 for a long time and have never heard or read a reasonable
one. Who were those “saints” who came out of the graves in
resurrected bodies and “went into the holy city and appeared
to so many”?

REesponsE: We must accept at face value what is said and interpret
it within the context of the rest of Scripture. The Roman Catho-
lic Church was not yet in existence and had not yet begun the
unscriptural practice of giving certain persons the title of “saint”
years after their deaths. All believers, living or dead, are saints
according to Scripture. The epistles are addressed to “the saints at
Corinth...at Colosse...at Philippi,” etc. The “saints” mentioned
here were obviously Old Testament believers such as Abraham
or Joseph. We are not told which ones.

The Scripture neither says nor implies a temporary resurrec-
tion, with these people dying again. It must have been a special
foretaste of the resurrection of “the dead in Christ” yet to come.
They did not “come out of the graves” until “after his resurrec-
tion.” We don’t know how long they stayed in “the holy city”
appearing to believers, but it must have been for only a short time.

These resurrected saints must have been taken to heaven by
Christ in their glorified bodies soon after His resurrection. This
may have occurred when he emptied that part of Hades known
as “Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 16:22) and took the souls and spir-
its of the believers waiting there to His Father’s house (Ps. 68:18;
Eph 4:8, Heb 6:20). Believers who die today go instantly to heaven,
as the scripture reads: “absent from the body, present with the
Lord” (2 Cor 5:6-8), to await the resurrection of their bodies. These
few saints have already been resurrected with glorified bodies.

Matthew 27:52-53, while unusual, is also not a major one,
nor offered as proof of the resurrection, or we would read more
about such appearances. It was a sign to those who saw these
“saints,” but not to us, because we’re given so little information.
So what is the value for us today? Their resurrection along with
Christ, together with the clear indication in Hebrews 11:13-16
that the Old Testament saints are heavenly citizens of the new
Jerusalem and share the “perfection” we will experience (v. 40),
answers an important question. Perhaps Old Testament believers
who looked forward to the cross of Christ (... Abraham rejoiced
to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad” [John 8:56]) are made
partakers of the resurrection of Christ and will be raised with the
New Testament saints (who look back to the Cross) at the Rap-
ture and caught up into heaven at that time as part of the church.
There is no indication in Scripture of any other time when they
are resurrected.

QuesTion: The magazine of The American Bible Society once
had an article titled, “Adam and Eve in the Garden of Truth,”
which presented the story of the Garden of Eden as a myth.
The article, written by Barclay M. Newman, the then-senior
translations officer for the American Bible Society, said that
“Genesis offers no hint that the narrative of Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden was intended literally as a ‘true story.””
Do you have any comments?

REsponsE: For something that isn’t “true” to express the “truth,” it
would have to be a parable. There is no hint that any part of Gene-
sis is intended as a parable or anything less than literal history. Nor
is there any hint in scripture that the story of the creation of Adam
and Eve is not literally true. Christ certainly believed it was true,

and if He was wrong on that, why believe anything else He said?

Adam is mentioned about 30 times in 10 books of the Bible.
Nowhere is there the slightest suggestion that what is stated about
him is not literally true. If death was here before Adam (through
evolution, etc.) and was not the direct result of his sin and God’s
judgment upon it (as the Bible clearly states), then the gospel is
not true. As soon as one begins to “adjust” Genesis to accom-
modate science (as has been done, for example, by Christianity
Today, and others who accept theistic evolution), the Bible ceases
to be God’s authoritative Word.

That the American Bible Society should reject the literal accu-
racy of part of the Bible is no surprise. Anti-christian occultist,
Sir John Marks Templeton, founder of the Templeton Award for
Progress in Religion, was on its Board of Managers for 15 years.
That fact may say more about the leadership of that Society than
the quoted article.

QuEsTION: I believe that you sometimes add to the Word of God
to make your point. For example, to Daniel 9:27 you added
the words, “breaking the covenant.” This concept is in no way
found in the original text. To Daniel 8:25 you added the words
“at the Second Coming” to make this appear to be a prophecy
concerning a future Antichrist. Here again, there is nothing in
the text about the Second Coming of Christ; you had to add to
the Word of God to try to make it appear plausible.

REsponsE: Your claim that I added to God’s Word is most seri-
ous. I would never do so. The words you say I added are in
brackets, which you surely know indicates a commentary that is
not part of the quotation. Comments, interpretations, and obser-
vations regarding Scripture are a normal part of teaching, not
additions to God’s Word.

You say Christ confirmed a covenant with Israel for Daniel’s
70th week. What covenant? In the midst of the week He “caused
the sacrifice and oblation to cease”? When did that happen? “He,”
in Daniel 9:27, can only refer to the nearest previous person, “the
prince that shall come™ after Messiah is cut off (v. 26), whose peo-
ple would “destroy the city and the sanctuary”—a prophecy of
the Roman destruction of AD 70. Titus could not have been the
“prince that shall come” because he made no such covenant. This
must refer to Antichrist. It certainly was not fulfilled by Christ
during His earthly ministry. I am not reading into this passage
something that isn’t there.

Logically, “the sacrifice and the oblation” could not be
“caused to cease” had they not been resumed upon the rebuilding
of the temple by the imposition (the meaning of the Hebrew) of
the covenant for the 70th week. None of this has happened, and
certainly not during Christ’s earthly ministry. I am not “adding to
the Word of God” in coming to this conclusion, but it follows as
a reasonable commentary upon these scriptures.

When did “Antiochus Epiphanes in the second century BC,”
as you claim, “stand up against the Prince of princes [i.e., Christ]”
and was “broken without hand” (Daniel 8:25)? It didn’t happen. Dis-
agree with me if you wish, but I did not add to God’s Word when
I simply indicated that this must be Antichrist’s being destroyed
by Christ in the Second Coming. “Without hand” is surely a ref-
erence to the “stone...cut out without hands” that destroys the
image and becomes the mountain that fills the whole earth and is
the kingdom established by Christ (2:34-45) at His Second Coming.
It certainly hasn’t happened yet and can only be a future event.
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LETTERS

To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Dear TBC,

I have read so many comments and I said it before: what
religion would Satan want to give the biggest black eye to? The
True One of course! I am no theologian but I believe that on both
sides those who are true believers will hear, “Well done, good and
faithful servant!” Can’t remember verbatim, but I read that it was
good that America had so many different denominations because
it stopped us from having a national church which would have
brought us right back to what we escaped from! Absolute power
tends to corrupt in most things and Christianity is not immune!
That is, at least until Christ sets up his eternal kingdom where
there will be no more sin! MC (email)

Dear TBC,

The KJV is the Word of God. But if someone doesn’t read a
KJV it doesn’t mean they are not saved. I think it would be wise
to research and study the difference of this issue. Most people are
at our church because we use the KJV only to teach. Those peo-
ple were right, but they probably didn’t go about it right. I have
sat in churches that don’t use the KJV; they are watered down.
Our missionaries use the KJV to translate into different languages
because it’s the Word of God. Also a leader in another country

TBC NOTES

“I the Lorp Thy God Am a Jealous God”

The jealousy of God is a perfectly righteous jealousy. He
does not want those whom He loves to be deceived and led
away by that which is not true to His Word, to His truth, and
to His character.

How serious a matter is this? Nahum 1:2 makes it very
clear: “God is jealous, and the LorD revengeth; the LorD
revengeth, and is furious; the Lorp will take vengeance on his
adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.”

To Ezekiel we’re told, “And he put forth the form of an hand,
and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up
between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions
of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh
toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy,
which provoketh to jealousy” (Ezekiel 8:3—emphasis added).

The prophet Ezekiel is given a vision of Jerusalem in which
the leaders are practicing idolatry “in the dark, every man in
the chambers of his imagery” (v. 12). That brings to mind the
environment of today’s movie theaters as well as a connec-
tion between the emotional and seductive power of the film
medium and this idolatrous worship. “Then he brought me to
the door of the gate of the Lorp’s house which was toward
the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for [the idol]
Tammuz” (v. 14).

Perhaps my professional background in the motion pic-
ture business has me reading too much into Ezekiel’s vision
of idolatry. Nevertheless, I believe the issue of God being
provoked to jealousy by His biblical truth being replaced by
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wanted KJV Bibles only for all their students in their schools
because they know the difference. You’re wrong about the other
versions—they are corrupt and written from Alexandria, Egypt,
from occultists Westcott and Hort which ALL new versions came
from. Praise the Lord, our church teaches from King James only.
KW (email)

NOTE: Our purpose in this section is to simply show what kind of feedback we
receive. We may respond to some of them in private whether or not we
agree with their views.

“Take care that you abide in Christ when you are being purged.
‘Oh,’ says one, ‘I thought I was a Christian. But alas! I have more
troubles than ever. Men ridicule me, the devil tempts me, and
my business affairs go wrong.’ Brother, sister, if you are to have
power in prayer, you must take care that you abide in Christ when
the sharp knife is cutting everything away. Endure trial and never
dream of giving up your faith because of it. Say, ‘Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him’ (Job 13:15).”

—CHARLES SPURGEON

man-made images, words, actors, and fables (2 Timothy 4:4) is
hardly speculation.

To further underscore my point, compare what’s taking
place in The Chosen with a scenario / made up about the love
of my life for 54 years: “Peg of my heart.” Let’s say my wallet
drops to the floor and as Peg picks it up it flips open revealing
a photo of the very popular singer Carrie Underwood.

Surprised, she asks, “What’s this?” Quickly I offer her a rather
weak and conscious-stricken reply: “It’s Carrie Underwood.”

“I know who it is. What I want to know is what is her
picture doing in your wallet?”

“Peg, I have her picture there...because...well...because—
she reminds me of you.”

If that answer strikes you as being ludicrous, it’s actu-
ally commonplace among multitudes of professing and true
Christians who were (and are) bewitched by The Chosen s por-
trayals of Jesus and his disciples. Many were also attracted to
the physical attributes of the actors and actresses: their eyes,
their voices, their humor, and a host of other “relatability”
characteristics foreign to what the Bible presents. Many claim
the images and voices of the actors even flood their minds dur-
ing their prayer time.

The continual refrain from the Mormon producers and the
professing evangelical writer/director (Dallas Jenkins) of The
Chosen is that it will strengthen the viewers faith in the Bible.
That’s the equivalent of believing fake news will hasten the
belief in the integrity of today’s newscasts.

To those evangelical shepherds who are tragically promot-
ing The Chosen among their sheep, I strongly recommend their
reviewing the verses that declare God’s jealousy, especially
Nahum 1:2 quoted above.

T. A. McMaHON
EXEcUTIVE DIRECTOR



NEWSWATCH

News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise

A BRIEF WORD ON PAGANICON

MIDWESTOUTREACH.ORG, 3/23/23, “A BRIEF
Worp oN P4GANICON” [EXCERPTS]: Accord-
ing to the Chairman of Twin Cities Pagan
Pride & Paganicon, there were about 1,000
registrations [for 2023] and they have
already set the date for 2024.

Several of us were there, including
[someone] who was involved with Eastern
religions prior to coming to faith. He has a
passion for the lost and a love for mission-
ary endeavors to non-Christian religions.

I thought this one item would be
interesting to anyone whose churches
promote Contemplative Prayer. In one of
the workshops, “Shamanic Journeying,”
the presenter was going through a check-
list of what to do and what to expect while
in the spiritual state of Journeying. She
mentioned that any[one] present who has
practiced “Contemplative Meditation”
would be familiar with what would occur.

I posed the question of what happens
if someone comes in contact with an evil
spirit. Her response was that wouldn’t hap-
pen because “we call on a spirit guide to
protect us while we are in the journeying
meditation.”

It is interesting that Richard Foster gives
the same warning in PRAYER: Contempla-
tive Prayer—A Warning and a Precaution to
those who engage in Contemplative Prayer:
“I also want to give a word of precaution.
In the silent contemplation of God we are
entering deeply into the spiritual realm, and
there is such a thing as supernatural guid-
ance that is not divine guidance.”

Pagans would be quite comfortable in
many Evangelical churches today. There is
little difference in practices.

(https:/bit.ly/30lknXA4)

TEXAS UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT CANCELS
DRAG SHOW

THECoLLEGEFIX.coM, 3/22/23, “TExAS UNI-
VERSITY PRESIDENT CANCELS DRAG SHOW, CALLS
IT ‘DEMEANING’ T0 WOMEN” [EXCERPTS]: The
president of West Texas A&M Univer-
sity has canceled a drag show planned for
March 31 on his campus, arguing...drag
shows are “demeaning” to women and
“demoralizing misogyny.”

President Walter Wendler goes into
great detail in his nearly 750-word letter
sent March 20 explaining why he canceled
the event, arguing “every human being is
created in the image of God.”

in discerning the fimes from a biblical perspective.

The decision has prompted protests on
campus and a petition to reinstate the event.
The Foundation for Individual Rights and
Expression has also called on the univer-
sity to reschedule the drag show.

[Wendler notes] “Does a drag show
preserve a single thread of human dignity?
I think not. As a performance exaggerating
aspects of womanhood (sexuality, feminin-
ity, gender), drag shows stereotype women
in cartoon-like extremes for the amuse-
ment of others and discriminate against
womanhood. Any event which diminishes
an individual or group through such repre-
sentation is wrong.”

(https./bit.ly/3V2rczi)

NEANDERTHAL CRAB BAKE

ICR.orG, 3/9/23, “NEANDERTHAL CRAB
Bake” [Excerprs]: The evolutionary sci-
ence community said it perfectly in their
headlines: “Proof that Neanderthals ate
crabs is another ‘nail in the coffin’ for
primitive cave dweller stereotypes.”

Creationists maintain there are mon-
keys and great apes (orangutans, gorillas
and chimpanzees), and there are people.
Neanderthals have always been human.
“A study published in Frontiers in Envi-
ronmental Archaeology shows that 90,000
years ago, these Neanderthals were cook-
ing and eating crabs.” While creationists
openly question how long ago evolution-
ists state this event happened, they see
Neanderthals seeking, cooking, and eating
crabs just like any people group today.

The evidence indicated to [Dr. Mari-
ana Nabais of the Catalan Institute of
Human Paleoecology and Social Evolu-
tion (IPHES-CERCA), lead author of the
study] and her colleagues that Neanderthals
weren’t just harvesting the crabs, they were
roasting them.... “Our results add an extra
nail to the coffin of the obsolete notion that
Neanderthals were primitive cave dwellers
who could barely scrape a living off scav-
enged big-game carcasses,” said Nabais.

In fact, evolutionists think these people
“may have spiced up menus with wild herbs.”

The authors cautioned that it was impos-
sible to know why Neanderthals chose to
harvest crabs or whether they attached any
significance to consuming crabs....

A cursory look at the popularity (and
expense) of seafood today might lead one
to surmise that Neanderthals ate crabs...
because they taste good?

(https://bit.1y/3LrfPOM)
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SHIPPING RATES & OPTIONS

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest
method, delivers in 7 - 21 days.

$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)

Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street
address required.)

If you require a specific shipping method, or want
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less,
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping
charges are more, we will contact you.

First pound is $20, each additional
pound is $10

Example: a 5-pound package is $20 (first pound) +
$40 (4 additional pounds) = $60

We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.

If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You
may also choose to receive a refund by check or
specify that the difference be used as a donation.
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"BE STRONG AND OF A GOOD COURAGE, FEAR NOT..."”

Strength for Tough Times

Kneas—Surprising events have been happening
in America, and things in which we used to trust
no longer seem reliable. How can we find secu-
rity, peace, and joy under such circumstances?
Only God has enough love, power, and faith-
fulness to be our Defense, our Rescuer, and
our Refuge. He is the solid Rock on which we
@ can safely stand (Psalm 62:5-7). Everything else
\ is only “sinking sand.” It promises safety for a

while, but sooner or later it fails us. How can
the believer apply these scriptural principles to everyday life? Strength
for Tough Times contains practical lessons that were learned the hard
way—in the furnace of affliction. That is where we discover how
much we can trust God. The author knows something about affliction,
because she watched her husband die, and she herself'is a cancer sur-
vivor. She can testify that God is faithful. He loves us, and He prom-
ises to bring good out of everything that happens to those who love
Him (Romans 8:28). —Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 131 pp.

B31102 wt.4 SALE $10.00

How to Prepare for Hard Times
and Persecution

Kneas—Official government documents say that
evangelical Christians are potential terrorists,
and some Christian groups are even called hate
groups. Christian doctors and nurses are being
forced to perform abortions, and a Christian baker
has been threatened with prison for not baking a
wedding cake for a homosexual couple. Chris-
tians in Colorado, New York, and Kentucky are
being forced to go through “sensitivity training” in order to “reha-
bilitate” from their religious beliefs and resulting moral convictions.
American Christians are in the early stages of persecution, and it is
increasing. Unfortunately, many will be blindsided by it because few
pastors and church leaders are warning about it or preparing believ-
ers for it. As Christians, we cannot afford to compromise our faith.
We need to believe and obey the inspired Word of God. We need to
be prepared to respond to persecution biblically instead of reacting to
it carnally. —Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 231 pp.

B25027 wt.7 SALE $12.00

he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.

E Cast thy burden upon the Toro, and he shall sustain thee:

- Isaiah 40:31 (%gv)

The Value of Suffering
McMahon—The question of “suffering”—both
personal and corporate—is often raised by
skeptics within and without the church. “Why,
God?” is the cry. “How long, O Lord?” T. A.
McMabhon is now blessed to testify not only to

the goodness and provision of God but also to
the joy—and yes, the value—of suffering. T. A.’s message provides
biblical comfort and godly insight into the all-consuming “question”
of suffering. Recorded at Calvary Chapel Bend. —1 CD, 53 min.

When Christians Suffer

Case—Thomas Case, a prisoner for the Lord during dark
days for the gospel in England, believed that “Discourses
on affliction can never be out of season..... Providence has
so ordered that whosoever will follow the Lord fully like
Caleb (Nm 14:24) will be exposed to the world’s hatred,

but the glorious Spirit will rest upon them (1 Pt4:14).” With persuasive

arguments drawn from God’s Word and verified by his own experience,
he convinces us that God’s rod and God’s love may stand together,
for “the Lord disciplines those he loves.” —Banner of Truth, 122 pp.

B10429 wt.2 $6.00

The Expectation of His Return

CD157 wt.2 $5.00
il Ironside—Some people think of the second coming of
=L the Lord as though it were a dreadful event, an event

from which we might well shrink, because they con-

found the second coming of Christ for His people with

the day of judgment for a godless world; but these are
two very distinct events. This booklet will educate the
reader on the difference between these two events and encourage Chris-
tians to look forward to Christ’s return. —Lighthouse Trails, 11 pp.

wt.1 $1.95

LTP51

Fighting Fear in a Fearful Day

Kneas—Maria Kneas writes poignantly about her
lifelong battle with fear. Even without persecution,
we have to deal with fear. Drastic things can happen
suddenly, without warning. In her struggles she has
learned many things through prayer and from study-
ing God’s Word. In this booklet she shares her wisdom
and insights. Topics include trust, taking God’s Word seriously,
repentance, and more. “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.”
—Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.

LTP54

wt.1 $1.95
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Psalm 23: The Faithfulness of God

Dombrowski—When David penned the words to Psalm
23, he attested in unquestioning words to the faithful-
ness of God. Verse 1 is one of the boldest statements
found in Scripture because it testifies to the faithfulness
of God from a man who had a unique relationship with
the Lord. Here was a man after God’s own heart, a man
who grew to believe that God is always faithful no matter what our
position in life may be. God is glorious, and never can too much be
said to the glory and majesty of God. This booklet is an inspirational
study on this important Psalm! —Lighthouse Trails, 11 pp.

LTP52 wt.1  $1.95

Overcoming Obstacles to Trusting the Lord

Kneas—How can we increase our trust in God? One
way is to identify some of the obstacles to trusting
so that we can deal with them. We can ask God to:
(1) make us aware when we fall into these ways of
thinking or reacting, (2) deal with things in our hearts
that are fertile ground for these hindrances, and (3)
give us practical strategies, and grace, to overcome these problems.
—Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.

LTP53 wt.1 $1.95
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RESOURCES FROM JAY SEEGERT ON CREATION AND MORE!

Creation and Evolution, Compatible or

in Conflict?
Seegert—Do the questions of creation, evolu-
I tion, and the Bible seem to be too complicated
and confusing? Do you want to know more about
why the issue remains one for the Church today,
yet don’t want to end up reading mind-numbing
@ i details? Whatever your stance on this issue, you
— . will find Creation and Evolution to be both inter-
esting and easy to understand. Presenting the best information on both
sides of the debate, the book takes you on a fascinating discovery of
the issues and their relevance to your faith. With an engaging style,
diverse points, and numerous quotes of interest, the book is a fast-
track guide to understanding why God is found in the details of this
critical debate. —Master Books, 298 pp.

B20300

wt.8 SALE $10.00

How Do We Know the Bible’s the Inspired Word
of God?

Seegert—Everything we believe as Christians rests on
the assumption that the Bible is actually the inspired,
error-free Word of God, but how do we know that? It’s
not politically correct to believe the Bible alone is the inspired Word
of God and most Christians cannot defend this belief. Are we to exer-
cise blind faith, or is there a great body of evidence supporting this
crucial point? This booklet presents an overview of evidence that
shows beyond doubt that the Bible is truly the inspired Word of God.
—The Starting Point Project, 39 pp.

B87810

$2.00

wt .1

The Age of the Earth

Seegert—This booklet discusses what the Bible and
science actually have to say concerning the age of the
Earth and why it really does matter what we believe.
It also explains where we are today concerning com-
monly held views on the age of the Earth, as well as
giving a brief history of how views on this controversial topic have
changed over time. After reading this booklet, you will have a much
better understanding for how real science always matches-up with
the Word of God. —The Starting Point Project, 23 pp.

B67015

$2.00

wt 1

@l What About the Big Bang?

Seegert—Most people are under the impression that the
“Big Bang” is a proven fact of science, but is this really
true? This booklet discusses what the “Big Bang” is all
about and where the idea came from. Far from being a
proven fact, it is fraught with problems and unscientific
assumptions. —The Starting Point Project, 20 pp.

B95355

il:].E-l.-ing:‘

$2.00

wt .1

Creation in Six Days?

Seegert—There is a lot of debate and confusion over
the length of the “days” in the Genesis creation ac-
count. The most straight-forward interpretation seems
to indicate they are normal solar days, but this would
be in conflict with the view common amongst most as-
tronomers and other scientists that the universe is almost 15 billion
years old. In this booklet, both Scripture and science are examined
and reasons for why we can confidently trust the straight-forward
reading are presented in a very gracious and encouraging manner.
—The Starting Point Project, 22 pp.

B60771

wt.1  $2.00

What Exactly is Carbon-14 Dating?

Seegert—The claim is often made that Carbon-14 dat-
ing disproves the Bible. Most Christians, not knowing
much if anything about this dating method, not only
don’t know how to respond, but are often very intimi-
dated by this topic. This booklet explains, in layman’s
terms, how this method works and shows that far from disproving
the Bible, when used properly it actually confirms the biblical time
frame. —The Starting Point Project, 16 pp.

B73654

wti  $2.00
If God Created the Universe, Who Created God?

Seegert—This booklet addresses one of the most com-
monly asked questions by skeptics and atheists. It is a
very natural question for them to ask, but most Christians
do not know how to give an appropriate, logically sound
answer. —The Starting Point Project, 16 pp.

wt .1

Wha
Criated
* Godts

B94132 $2.00

Creation to Christ—The Old
Testament in a Nuishell

_ Seegert—Most Christians
know a fair amount about
Jesus but aren’t too famil-

@ - iarwith the Old Testament.

The Inspiration
of the Bible

Seegert—Everything we
believe as Christians rests
on the assumption that
. the Bible is actually the

The Genesis Flood: This
Changes Everything!

_ Seegert—Certain things,
if true, are real “game-
changers.” The Genesis

- flood is just one of those

It is often perceived as a col-
lection of disconnected, difficult to understand
stories that have little relevance to our lives
today or even the Gospel message. However,
it actually represents real history and is foun-
dational to the Christian faith. This fascinat-
ing presentation gives you the “big picture”
of Old Testament history, including covering
somewhat confusing topics such as dinosaurs,
the ice age, the origin of the “races” and vio-
lence in the Bible. This information is essen-
tial for every Christian. —1 DVD, 66 min.

DVD396 wt.2 SALE $10.00

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT STORE.THEBEREANCALL.ORG |

inspired, error-free Word
of God...but how can we be certain? It’s not
politically correct to believe the Bible alone
is the inspired Word of God and most Chris-
tians cannot adequately defend this belief.
Are we to exercise blind faith, or is there a
great body of evidence supporting this crucial
point? In addition to discussing the origin of
the Bible, this 5-part series presents incredible
evidence from history, science and prophecy,
showing beyond doubt that the Bible is truly
the inspired Word of God! —1 DVD, 163 min.

DVD397 wt.2 SALE $10.00

events. This talk covers the
reality of this event both biblically and scien-
tifically, showing how this truly changes every-
thing. If the vast majority of Earth’s geologic
features are the result of a catastrophic, world-
wide flood and not slow, gradual forces acting
over eons of time, then what we’ve been taught
all our lives is in gross error! More than just an
interesting story from the Old Testament, the
Genesis flood is an amazing testimony of God’s
judgment and the accuracy and trustworthi-
ness of His inspired Word. —1 DVD, 152 min.

DVD398 wt.2 SALE $10.00
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The Seduction of Christianity

Hunt/McMahon—The Bible
clearly states that a great apostasy
must occur before Christ’s second
coming. Today, Christians are
being deceived by a worldview
more subtle and seductive than
any before. The seduction of
Christianity will not appear as a
frontal assault or oppression of our religious beliefs.
Instead, it will come as the latest fashionable philoso-
phies, offering to make us happier, healthier, better
educated, and even more spiritual. A compelling
look at the times in which we live and a clear call to
every believer to choose between the original and the
counterfeit. —The Berean Call, 239 pp.

B60842 wt.8 SALE $10.00

CD149 audiobook, 7 CDs wt.6 SALE $10.00
MP3149 audiobook, 1 MP3 wt.2 SALE $10.00
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