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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, ‘ a ' ' [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acrs 17:11

Back to Biblical Basics—Part One
T A. McMahon

BIBLICAL BASICS: why are they so important to revisit?

First and foremost, if I don’t know the fundamentals of what I
claim to believe, I can’t live it out in truth. I can’t understand it, nor
can I teach it or share it.

Men who are biblical Christians, Scripture declares, are to be the
spiritual heads of our households (Ephesians 5:22-23). This means that
we are to teach our wives and children what the Word of God says.

If I don’t know the fundamentals of the faith, I can’t teach the faith
with any sense of accuracy. If what I’m sharing is not accurate, then
it’s not the faith that Jude tells us was “once for all delivered unto the
saints.”

Knowing the fundamentals, therefore, is critical in just about
every area of life. How so? Let’s begin with mathematics.

Suppose I were to come up with an investment deal that I say is
guaranteed to make you rich. My secret is based upon my unique
mathematical formula: 2 plus 2 equals 5!

While that may improve my income (through those who fall for it),
that fundamental error will certainly not enrich anyone enticed by it.

It’s interesting that when sports teams, including those that are at
the highest skill level and performance, have a bye week during their
season (which is usually a week off before having to play their next
opponent), their practices rarely focus on clever new plays or strate-
gies but rather on returning to the fundamentals of their sport.

The reason for this is because an athlete’s most skilled perfor-
mance is best attained when his or her fundamentals are correct, and
those can get sloppy or diminish throughout a season of competition.

Making sure one’s fundamentals are correct is a good thing in sports,
but it’s even more important in one’s walk as a biblical Christian. The
fundamentals are simply the essential truths and practices that God has
communicated to us in His Word, the Bible, to which we must hold fast.

The letter to the Hebrews gives us a sober warning: “Therefore
we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” (2:1).

Peter, knowing that his death was near, exhorted his brothers and
sisters in Christ to keep in mind and in practice what they had been
taught: “I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: That ye
may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and
Saviour” (2 Peter 3:1-2).

Biblical fundamentals make clear the simple yet vital truths of Scrip-
ture in our day of widespread deception, and we need to be continually
reminded about them. Furthermore, they also supply what Jesus has
done on our behalf...and how profound those things truly are.

In the 1920s and ’30s Christianity in the US was far less compli-
cated than it is today, at least superficially. The spiritual battle back
then was said to be between the fundamentalists and the modernists.

The modernists rejected—or at least compromised—the basic
tenets of biblical Christianity, such as the authority of Scripture, its
inerrancy, and salvation by faith alone in the death, burial, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ in full payment for the sins of all mankind.

Since that time, the errors among Christians have, like leaven,

worked their way through the entire loaf of Christianity. They have
increased exponentially today to the extent that describing yourself as
an evangelical Christian is next to meaningless, and worse.

No one can tell you what being an evangelical stands for because
of the mixed beliefs held by those who call themselves evangelicals.

For example, one of the major evangelical magazines, Christian-
ity Today, was started in the mid-1950s by Billy Graham, who at that
time was known as a fundamentalist. If you are a subscriber, I recom-
mend that you cancel your subscription and throw your back issues in
the nearest dumpster.

For the last two decades, I have been referring to the so-called evan-
gelical magazine as Anti-Christianity Today. Why would I do that?

Because it has promoted nearly every heresy and false practice that
has come into the church over the last half-century. And Billy Graham
has to take the blame for most of it, being the one who started it off.

Graham initially was regarded as a fundamentalist, as I men-
tioned. But before too long, fundamentalism was looked upon as nar-
rowmindedness and exclusionary by the modernists.

For example, in the 1940s, Graham stated that the chief evils in
the world at that time were Communism, Muhammadanism, and
Roman Catholicism. No argument there.

Then, in the 1950s, for a number of reasons, he did not want to
be called a fundamentalist, especially with its exhortation to sepa-
rate oneself from those promoting teachings contrary to biblical truth.
There was also the increasing accusation that fundamentalism was
built upon ignorance and bigotry.

In the spirit of ecumenism, he turned to the Catholic Church for
support for his crusades, which was exemplified by his having Catho-
lic priests and nuns as crusade counselors. Catholics who came for-
ward because of Graham’s invitation to receive Jesus for their salva-
tion were encouraged by the Catholic counselors to return to their
local Catholic church!

Mr. Graham has stated in numerous interviews that he saw no sig-
nificant theological differences between his “good friend” Pope John
Paul II and himself.

The litany of Billy Graham’s denials of the fundamentals of bibli-
cal doctrine are shocking, to say the least. He received the Temple-
ton Financial Award for Progress in Religion from the founder, the
late John Marks Templeton, whose stated goal was to transform all
the religions of the world into a one-world religion. That, of course,
would be the occult religion of the Antichrist.

Graham ultimately rejected biblical creation in favor of theistic
evolution. He said he wasn’t sure whether or not the flood of Genesis
was a global event.

When asked if there would be sex in heaven, he replied that there
would be if it were important to our happiness! No. That clearly con-
tradicts what the Bible teaches (Matthew 22:30).

Sadly, I could go on and on regarding Billy Graham’s flight from
sound biblical doctrine, which only increased throughout his lifetime.

In preparing this message and running it by some folks I respect,
a few were concerned that it might be viewed as denigrating a man
regarded as an American icon of evangelization. | have no doubt that
many people were saved through the Billy Graham crusades when the
biblical gospel was preached by him and others.

At the same time, there is no doubt that Graham was a prime
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example of ecumenicalism, which is the acceptance of various reli-
gions and religious beliefs that are not scriptural and which, in fact,
undermine biblical truth.

It was also suggested to me that since Billy Graham is no longer
living, he ceases to be influential among this generation, especially
the youth of today, and therefore, why mention him? That is an
approach [ usually follow unless the false teachings of the deceased
continue to be promoted, as in Billy Graham’s case.

Lou Engle, a false teacher and prophet of the Healing and Pros-
perity movement and one of the leaders of The Send (a gathering
that brought 50,000 young people together to a stadium in Orlando,
Florida), declared that the movement was fostered by the mantle of
Billy Graham, which Engle said would fall upon the nation right
after Graham’s death.

This message simply points to Billy Graham as one example,
albeit an important one, of what will naturally take place when any-
one drifts away from sound biblical doctrine, which is what the
Bible prophesies will take place as the Lord’s return draws near.

Second Timothy chapter 4 warns us that “the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine.” Who can reasonably
deny that we are in such a time?

What can be done about it? How about ascertaining that we our-
selves have not slipped away from the basics, the fundamentals of
the faith?

It seems like a simple solution, right? Well, yes and no.

Yes, for some—but not so simple for others. One’s answer is
dependent upon the believer’s maturity as a Christian, his or her
knowledge of the Word of God, and one’s walk with the Lord.

Where those things are lacking, building or restoring them is
certainly achievable, but it may take some doing. However, in any
case, the solution I’'m recommending is this: Let’s get back to the
basics of biblical faith.

And I mean the very basics, as you’ll see in the two I’m address-
ing in this and the following article.

Certainly, the gospel is right at the top of the list. In Acts
16:30, the Philippian jailer asked a very basic question that every
true Christian must be able to answer: “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” The response of the Apostle Paul and his associates was
this: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved....”

Although the above discourse is given in the Book of Acts, it
lacks the details that explain what it means to “be saved” and “to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” These details, nevertheless, are
provided throughout the Word of God.

Saved from what? Believe what regarding our Lord Jesus Christ?
Also, who is the gospel for? Why is it critical? How is it received?
What exactly is received? Can salvation, once received, be lost?

Again, the answers to these fundamental questions are found
and explained throughout the Scriptures.

You men who are believers, can you answer these questions?
You men who are the spiritual heads of your household, can you,
and have you, taught your family members the answers?

On a side note to this, if you know the answers, have you ever
considered asking each family member those questions? If you
can’t readily communicate the answers, you are not living up to the
responsibility in which God has placed you.

If you are well aware of the answers, my suggestion is that you
have a private one-on-one meeting with each family member and
ask each one to give you his or her understanding of what consti-
tutes the biblical gospel.

Why privately? This will prevent family members from simply
copying and repeating what another member has articulated rather
than each one giving his or her own understanding.

Whether or not the individual believes the biblical gospel is a
matter of each one’s heart’s commitment. What will be made clear
by questioning family members is each one’s own knowledge of the
gospel, something that is critical when it comes to one’s personal
acceptance or rejection of it.
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Although I just referred to the responsibility of men as the spiri-
tual heads of their households, women have their own responsibili-
ties as teachers (Titus 2:3-4), as was exemplified by Timothy’s mother
Eunice and grandmother Lois (2 Timothy 1:5).

Scripture commands believers to know what we believe and
why we believe it. This begins with our understanding of the gospel
regarding our own salvation and is absolutely necessary in order for
us to share it with others.

First Peter 3:15 instructs us: “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”

I hope every believer rejoices at the opportunities God provides
when an unbeliever—or even a believer young in the faith or one
who is ill-informed regarding biblical truth—asks “a reason of the
hope that is in you.”

Sadly, even for many true believers, that opportunity is lost
because the reasons amply supplied by God’s Word are not given.
Instead, too often, when a response is given, it is not based upon
“the faith” (Jude 3) but rather on responses steeped in human emo-
tions and subjective information that requires a leap of faith rather
than faith that has been verified by the content of Scripture.

Dave Hunt addressed the erronecous idea that reason under-
mines biblical faith in one of TBC’s Q & As. To the questioner, he
responded, “You are struggling with a serious misunderstanding that
has brought multitudes throughout history into religious bondage.

“The Bible puts belief and faith on an equal footing, with no
difference between them. Common sense itself and a little reflec-
tion will tell you that faith must have as sure a factual foundation as
belief. Faith is not a leap in the dark. Furthermore, faith in God and
His Word, because it involves eternal matters, is far more important
than belief about things of this life.

“Faith, therefore, ought to have an even more solid basis than
mere belief. One may be willing to allow some uncertainty in
earthly matters, but only a fool would be comfortable with even
the smallest degree of doubt in things that affect him eternally. No
wonder the great Apostle Paul wrote, Prove all things; hold fast to
that which is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

“Luke tells us that during the 40 days Jesus spent with His dis-
ciples after His resurrection, He ‘showed himself alive . . . by many
infallible proofs’ (Acts 1:3). Clearly, Christ did not consider it enough
merely to show Himself to His disciples without providing irrefut-
able evidence of His resurrection.

“He considered it both legitimate and essential to prove that He
was the very same One who had been crucified and that He had
risen from the dead in the same body (but now in a new and glori-
ous form) that had been placed lifeless in the grave.

“‘Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself,” Christ told
the shocked disciples the first time He came to them after His resur-
rection. ‘Handle me and see, for a spirit [ghost] hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have’ (Luke 24:39).

“They had thought they were seeing a ghost, but He proved oth-
erwise to them. To doubting Thomas, who had not been present on
this first occasion, Christ declared later: ‘Reach hither thy finger
and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into
my side...” (John 20:27). Here was irrefutable, tangible evidence.

“It is only common sense that strict proof should be demanded
before making a commitment or an investment in this life. How
much more important, then, to be absolutely certain, based upon
solid proof, before accepting by faith those things which affect
one’s eternal destiny. True ‘faith,” can only be founded upon fact—
not upon feelings, intuition, or emotion. Much less does faith arise
out of blind submission to some religious authority.”

The gospel therefore must be understood in order to be received—
in order for a person to be saved. That is basic to biblical Christianity.

Yet there is a fundamental aspect of the gospel for every believer
who commits himself to it, which too few recognize and emphasize
in their lives. It is the first and great commandment. That will be the
focus of part two in this series. TBC



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

QuEesTioN: Paul wrote that “the spirits of the prophets are
subject to the prophets” (1 Corinthians 14:32). Wouldn’t that
mean that a prophet can prophesy at will? If so, wouldn’t
that substantiate the belief that those who have received this
gift can speak in tongues at will?

REsponsk: It is “the spirit of the prophets,” not the Spirit of God,
that is subject to the prophets. Thus a prophet could prevent him-
self from prophesying but could not initiate genuine prophecy.

In stating restrictions upon the manifestation of the gifts, Paul
makes this statement to let the Corinthian believers know that the
Holy Spirit does not force Himself upon anyone. It is the flesh
or the devil, not the Holy Spirit, that will cause disorder. No one
can say, “But I had to prophesy. I couldn’t resist the Spirit!” Each
person is able to obey Paul’s guidelines. One of the clearest indica-
tions that much of today’s alleged “exercise of the gifts” is not of
God is the disregard for these biblical injunctions, leading to the
fleshly, even demonic, manifestations that Paul sought to prevent.

Paul is not saying that a prophet can prophesy any time
he so desires. Not Jeremiah, Ezekiel, nor any of the other
prophets could do so! When Jeremiah desired to prophesy to the
people, he had to wait upon God: “And it came to pass after ten
days, that the word of the Lorp came unto Jeremiah” (Jeremiah 42:7).
Clearly, prophecy comes only by the empowerment and direction
of God, and not by the whim of man, as some enthusiasts would
have us believe. Nor can the gift of prophecy be taught and learned
in a seminar, as John Wimber led people to believe for years. Peter
declared, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21). No one can initiate, mandate, or activate the
moving of the Holy Spirit! Nor is there any distinction in this
regard among the various charismata.

Whatever the “gift of the Spirit,” it is given in specific instances
to effect God’s purpose at that time. It does not become a power
possessed by an individual that he can wield at his discretion. If
someone lays hands upon a sick person, prays, and the person is
instantly healed, that was a manifestation of the “gifts of healing”
according to God’s will. The person who prayed was the instru-
ment God used at that time, but he does not now possess the
gifts of healing so that he can heal anyone whenever he pleases.

To imagine that to be the case is one of the basic errors in the
charismatic movement. Consider those who imagine they have
a “healing ministry” trying mightily (on TV or during some so-
called revivals) to manifest what they imagine is a gift they pos-
sess—and ultimately falling into error and bringing reproach
upon the Lord as a result. If the great prophets in the Bible had
to wait until God, in His own time and way and for His own pur-
pose, gave them a word, then it is a delusion for anyone today
to imagine that he possesses any gift of the Spirit and can exer-
cise it whenever he so desires—and that includes tongues.

To think that a “prayer language” can be “practiced” any
time one wants is the great error of what is rightly (because of
the obsession with that one gift) called by its critics “the tongues
movement.” There is no indication that “tongues” are in a cat-
egory by themselves, but, like all spiritual gifts, if genuine, can
only be a “manifestation of the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:7) operating
“as he will” (v. 11). Beware, then, of a “tongue” or “prophecy”
or other “gift” that is initiated or possessed by the human spirit!

We must thank God for any healing, miracle, or tongue that is
a genuine manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Very clearly, however,
those are in grievous error who promise a “miracle service” at a

particular time in a church or on TV and purport to do “miracles”
or give seminars to teach how to do “signs and wonders,” or claim
that one can speak in tongues whenever one desires. Whatever
purports to be the manifestation of a “gift of the Spirit” and is not
initiated by Him but comes by the will of man is not of God.

We do well to heed God’s warning through Jeremiah: “The
prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have
I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto
you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the
deceit of their heart” (Jeremiah 14:14). This indictment stands against
many who claim to manifest gifts of the Holy Spirit today.

QuEsTioN: I’ve heard you on radio and read your newsletters,
etc., and wondered whether you might be too sharp with the
tongue and too quick with the pen when it comes to acknowl-
edging the deeds and misdeeds of others in the faith. Didn’t
Christ say, “Judge not, that ye not be judged” (Matthew 7:1)?

REesponske: | am particularly sensitive to that sentiment, which
often translates into admonitions to be more careful about
“wounding our brothers and sisters in Christ.” However, I think
the notion that we should not tell the truth because it can be pain-
ful has become “too gracious” by at least half. It is not wrong
to wound brothers: “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the
kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:6); and “As many as
I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Revelation 3:19).

Beyond that, I am not in the business of condemnation but
of correction. It is much easier to ignore or gloss over error than
it is to correct it. One doesn’t gain friends or become popular
by engaging in the necessary ministry of correction, which all
too few are willing to involve themselves with in spite of Paul’s
admonition: “Preach the word; reprove, rebuke, with all long-
suffering and doctrine; for the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine....” It takes much love to be willing to cor-
rect. It would be far easier not to do so, and I would really prefer
not to have been called by the Lord to this ministry. Yet Jesus
said, “As many as I love I rebuke and chasten.” I would con-
sider it a favor and a help, not a condemnation, were you to point
out any doctrinal error in my teaching and practice. If you could
show me from God’s Word where I have been wrong and have
not followed my Lord, it would be a kindness. Paul wrote that the
Bible itself is to be used for doctrine, correction, instruction in
righteousness.... I have sought to be faithful to that admonition.

QuEsTioN: Do you ever worry that you’ve become a legalist,
constantly holding others to the letter of the law as you see it?

Responsk: [ understand what you mean about legalism. The letter
kills, while the Spirit gives life. One can be as clear as crystal on
doctrine and just as cold and hard in applying it to others. That
fact, however, is no excuse for disregarding sound doctrine but a
reminder that truth is to be spoken in love, while not compromis-
ing. Of course there are peripheral matters upon which there can
be disagreement—but not when it affects the salvation of souls.
Unfortunately, a false gospel is being preached today, and Paul
said that those who do so are under God’s curse. We must each be
convinced in our own hearts. We are to study to show ourselves
approved unto God, not unto men. I am personally accountable
to God, and though many church leaders may stand against me,
I must be and say and do what I truly believe is God’s will and
according to His Word.
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LETTERS

To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Dear TBC,

[Concerning your email “Are You Ready for Christ’s Return?”’]

Amen! But many are not, which is why we cannot stop preach-
ing the Gospel and praying and instructing all who will renounce
sin/the works of darkness; and continue teaching God’s written
word about how to grow in grace and the knowledge for our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory both now and for-
ever. Amen (2 Peter 3:18). CW (email)

Dear TBC,

Thanks brothers in The Berean Call. For the time being I do
not have the time and desire to subscribe. However, I love to visit
your website for help and refuting error. Thanks again for such a
marvelous work for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of the truth. WK (Malaysia)

To All Who Assist at The Berean Call,

I am so blessed by The Berean Call, especially in this day and
age when so many have fallen away to pursue their own plea-
sure or a false religion. This nation’s churches have either watered

TBC NOTES

The Leaven of Works Salvation

If T were to pick the most popular heresy believed
throughout Christendom it would be “works salvation.”
This is the belief that a person can merit heaven either
fully or in part because of his or her good works. The
Roman Catholic Church, whose numbers exceed one-
and-a-quarter billion followers, is the chief advocate of
works salvation. Yet throughout the numerous denomina-
tions that make up the rest of the billions who profess to
be Christian, that false teaching is either held in total by
some individuals or felt to be true even though it’s not the
official doctrine of their churches.

“I’m basically a good person,” “I’ve done enough good
things to get me in,” and “I believe the scales of my good
will outweigh my bad”—these are among the delusions
of the heart that permeate the thoughts of many men and
women. For the Christian-in-name-only, his self-decep-
tion is leading him on a course headed directly for the
Lake of Fire—forever. For the immature believer in Jesus,
his ignorance (if indeed he is saved) gives him little or no
motivation for a fruitful temporal life.

Both need to heed the words found in Isaiah 64:6: ...
we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags [before God].” And Ephesians 2:8-10:
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that [sal-
vation is] not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast. For we are his work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto [not due to!] good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.”

T A. McMA4HoN
ExEecutivE DIRECTOR
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down the Scriptures or teach only that which seemingly brings
them comfort. This [encourages] a lot of prayer for our country,
those in authority, and the lost. May God continue to bless you all
as you print the Truth of the God-breathed Scriptures. BB (CA)

Dear T. A. and Team,

Thank you for the bold and biblical teachings on the evils of
psychology in the church. I know you have a unique background
on this, so where can I find the resources that you talk about grow-
ing up exposed to this profession? SL (AZ)

To All at TBC,

Thank you for your dedication and faithfulness in getting out
the true Word of God. He has used you in a mighty way to spread
the Gospel—giving us hope and encouragement in these trouble-
some times. RU (NM)

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your encouraging letter each month. We first
heard Dave at Word of Life at Schroon Lake, New York. You have
kept the faith, and Dave would be “well pleased” by your letter.
We thank you. RB (FL)

Dear Berean Call,

I confess I have been watching a lot of YouTube lately. In fact,
I’ve been watching Dave Hunt lectures. I watched his talk enti-
tled, “The Occult Invasion of the Church,” and when I listened to
(it), I realized that the church seems almost totally affiliated with
this invasion. I have also seen prominent Charismatic leaders that
only confirm what Dave Hunt has said concerning the occult infil-
trating the church. TM (NY)

Dear TBC,

In a world where churches have “dropped the ball” in so many
ways and become more worldly than secular institutions, we are
reminded that while so many things change, God remains the
same. LC (PA)

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make
you to become fishers of men.—Mark 1:17

Only by coming after Jesus can we obtain our heart’s desire and
be really useful to our fellow man. Oh, how we long to be success-
ful fishers for Jesus! We would sacrifice our lives to win souls. But
we are tempted to try methods which Jesus would never have tried.
Shall we yield to this suggestion of the enemy? If so, we may splash
the water, but we shall never take the fish. Sensational methods,
entertainments, and so forth—are these coming after Jesus? Can
we imagine the Lord Jesus drawing a congregation by such means
as are now commonly used? What is the result of such expedients?
The result is nothing which Jesus will count up at the last great day.

We must keep to our preaching as our Master did, for by this
means, souls are saved. We must preach our Lord’s doctrine and
proclaim a full and free gospel, for this is the net in which souls
are taken. We must preach with His gentleness, boldness, and
love; for this is the secret of success with human hearts. We must
work under divine anointing, depending upon the sacred Spirit.
Thus, coming after Jesus, and not running before Him, nor aside
from Him, we shall be fishers of men.

—CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON



NEWSWATCH

News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise

UNITED METHODIST DRAG QUEEN CANDIDATE

RELIGIONNEWS.com,  4/15/21,  “FIRST
DRAG QUEEN CERTIFIED AS A CANDIDATE FOR
UNITED METHODIST MINISTRY ‘SPEAKING IN
A NEW WAY TO NEW PEOPLE’” [EXCERPTS[: A
few things were different about Sunday’s
virtual service at Hope United Methodist
Church in Bloomington, Illinois.

For one, there were a few more wigs
on screen. There also was “a little bit more
makeup,” said Ms. Penny Cost, that Sun-
day’s preacher.”

Hope Church celebrated Drag Sunday
on Sunday (April 11) with a message by
Ms. Penny Cost and music, readings and
prayer by other drag artists...

“It is our way of celebrating and
uplifting the voices of drag artistry within
the church,” Ms. Penny Cost said during
the service.

The service also came in response to
pushback and questions the church has
received over the past few weeks.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s
Vermillion River District Committee on
Ordained Ministry recently unanimously
certified Hope Church’s director of opera-
tions, Isaac Simmons—who goes by Ms.
Penny Cost in drag—as a candidate for
ministry in the United Methodist Church.

(https://bit.ly/3g8eM6f)

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE: ET, A.l., NONHUMAN LIFE

THEBRIEF.0RG, 4/19/21, “CatHOLIC CON-
FERENCE 10 Discuss ET, A.l, AND OTHER
Lire ‘BEyonp HumaN’” [EXcERPTS]: The
Society of Catholic Scientists has sched-
uled their 2021 SCS conference, and this
year’s topic is literally out of this world.
Titled “E.T., A.L., and Minds Beyond the
Human,” the conference will be held at
the Hilton Hotel in Washington D.C. from
June 4th thru 6th. It will feature a full
range of education and theology experts
covering topics related to the theme.

“There’ll be 13 talks,” said Dr. Stephen
Barr, president of the Society of Catholic
Scientists, in an interview with the Catho-
lic News Agency (CNA). Half of the talks
are going to be about extraterrestrial life,
and there’s going to be talks by some big
experts on that subject.”

“There’s a lot of excitement because in
recent years, astronomers have discovered
large numbers of planets orbiting other
nearby stars,” said Barr.... Also, according
to Barr, the conference’s goal is to address

in discerning the fimes from a biblical perspective.

the perceived stigma that science and reli-
gion don’t mix.

“I think if people see that there’s a
large organization of a large number of
scientists [who are] devout, practicing
Catholics, I think it has a witness value
and is stronger evidence for people in the
science department.”

(https://bit.ly/356wCAi)

[TBC: As Dave Hunt wrote in the April
1995 TBC newsletter, “Couldn’t God have
created intelligent life on other planets?
Yes, but the Bible declares that this earth
alone has intelligent physical life. It is to
this earth that Satan came to spread his
rebellion; and to this earth Christ came
to die for man’s sin. The battle between
God and Satan for the universe is centered
here. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross puri-
fied the entire universe and heaven itself

of sin.]

BACTERIAL PROTEINS USE QUANTUM MECHANICS

ICR.orG, 4/8/21, “BACTERIAL PROTEINS
Use Quantum MEcHANICS [EXCERPTS]:
Researchers have found a dimmer switch
inside a protein. It tunes the protein’s con-
figuration to take advantage of quantum
mechanics during photosynthesis. Two
parallels with human engineering leave no
doubts about the engineered origins of this
light collector.

University of Chicago scientists found
an elegant sensor connected to the dimmer
switch. Two critical chemical parts of the
protein together act “as a trigger,” accord-
ing to University of Chicago news.

Gregory Engel is a chemist at the
University of Chicago and senior author
of results published in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences
(PNAS). His group described when the
trigger senses oxygen. Too much oxy-
gen would damage the light-harvesting
machines faster than the bacteria could
rebuild them. The trigger acts as a failsafe.
High oxygen levels trip the trigger, which
then uses quantum mechanics to redirect
light energy away from the most sensitive
energy transfer equipment.

Today’s triggers don’t happen by
chance, they happen on purpose. Could
these bacteria come with purpose baked
into the protein?

It looks like these bacteria were crafted
from the top-down instead of bottom-up.

(https.//bit.ly/3x41htM)
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Founder: Dave Hunt
Executive Director: T. A. McMahon

TBC ONLINE
To receive The Berean Call by email or to access our
online archives, please go to www.thebereancall.org

To order items from this newsletter or to see addi-
tional resources, visit store.thebereancall.org

DONATIONS

The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on
the belief that God will provide as we seek His
face, so we do not make appeals for financial
help. Although the ministry operates primar-
ily on donations, these are freewill and not
solicited. Through the years, TBC has seen God “do
exceeding abundantly above” all that was asked
or thought.

CONTACTING US

tel: (541) 382-6210 « fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210

e-mail: theoffice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org

online store: store.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It
is overseen by an independent board which has
full and final authority over all corporate assets,
personnel, and affairs. (07/21)

SHIPPING RATES & OPTIONS

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest
method, delivers in 7 - 21 days.

$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)

Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street
address required.)

If you require a specific shipping method, or want
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less,
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping
charges are more, we will contact you.

First pound is $15, each additional
pound is $5

Example: a 10-pound package is $15 (first pound)
+$45 (9 additional pounds) = $60

We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.

If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You
may also choose to receive a refund by check or
specify that the difference be used as a donation.
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ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2021 « (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

NEW! TBC NEWSLETTER SETS T0PICS “GOD'S LOVE” & “DOCTRINE"

WRITING

_h."'::-"ﬁ"r _2{.-".-":'

TBC Newsletter Collection: God's Love

Hunt/McMahon—The TBC Newsletter Col-
lections contain feature articles that have been
organized by topic. Each set is a wealth of infor-
mation for the avid Berean that wishes to learn
more about a particular subject. This set studies
God’s love for us. Articles include: “Bless the
Lord,” “Choosing God’s Will,” “Does God
Really Care?,” “Feasting upon Christ,” “God so
Loved...!,” and more! The Berean Call, 52 pp.

WRITING

:f f r;'.:r}sr

i . i

NLSETO1

D

LOVING GOD BEREAN BITE

wt.3 $5.00

D

TBC Newsletter Collection: Doctrine

Hunt/McMahon—The TBC Newsletter Col-
lections contain feature articles that have been
organized by topic. Each set is a wealth of infor-
mation for the avid Berean that wishes to learn
more about a particular subject. This set studies
sound doctrine. Articles include: “Am I a Fun-
damentalist?,” “How’s Your Walk with the Lord
Going?,” “An Appeal to Reason,” “Are We Too
‘Negative’?,” “Being a Berean,” and more! The
Berean Call, 53 pp.

NLSET02 wt.3 $5.00

A GREAT GIFT ITEM FOR ONLY $7.00

BBSET13

Biblically Thinking about - Loving God

TBC—To love God with our whole heart and our
neighbors as ourselves is not something we can
produce by self-effort. Love for our fellows must
be the expression of God’s love in our hearts; nor
can we love God except by coming to know Him
as He is. Most of us have an all-too-shallow knowl-
edge of God. Our love for God will not grow except
from a deepening appreciation of His love for us—
an appreciation that must include two extremes: 1)
God’s infinite greatness; and 2) our sinful, wretched
unworthiness. That He, who is so high and holy,
would stoop so low to redeem unworthy sinners
supremely reveals and demonstrates His love. Includes study guide and 7 Love the Lord
DVD. Booklet 46 pp., Study Guide 21 pp., and DVD 61 min.

wt.3 $7.00

D

arranged under the following topics: “Loving God
with All My Heart: How to Be Fully Surrendered
to God in Worship,” “Loving God with All My
Mind: The Practice of Biblical Discernment in the
Church,” “Loving God with All My Soul: The Dif-
ference between Soul and Spirit,” and “Loving God
by Loving My Neighbor” (Parts One and Two). 5 hrs.

CD107 4CDs
MP3107 1 MP3-disc wt .1

Loving God

Hunt—A powerful audio
montage of life-challeng-
ing messages given by
Dave Hunt during his 2004
international ministry tour,

wt.2 $19:50 SALE $9.75
$9:75 SALE $7.75

What Is God's Purpose
for Life?

Benjamin—What is God’s pur-

pose for life? The Word of God

distinctly declares that we have
been created in the image of God for the ex-
press design of intimate fellowship with the
Person of God. God wants us in a living re-
lationship with Himself. The reason for life
is to be enjoying a personal, living, loving,
intimate oneness with the Person Who Is
Life—the Lord Jesus Christ. 56 pp.

B00356 wt.2  $4.50

What Is Maturity?

Benjamin—Spiritual maturity is

not measured by age or ability but

by submission to the Word of God

and surrender to the will of God. By
being unwilling to go on to spiritual maturity,
that is, living life by faith in Christ, a believer
today can forfeit, not their salvation, but the
abundant life in Christ. 56 pp.

B00343
SET200

wt.2 $4.50
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What Is the Most Important
Thing God Asks of Us?

Benjamin—The sum and the sub-
stance of everything that God has
said is simply to love Him. This
has been, and will continue to be, the central
issue of life. Hence, loving the Lord is the
essence of the indispensable characteristic of a
person’s relationship with God. The Christian
life consists of our love for the One who is
our life—Christ. 48 pp.

B00344

wt.2 $4.50

Who Has the Right to Rule?

Benjamin—*Who has the right to
rule?” is perhaps the most important
question of the entire Bible, and
in fact, in all of life. If the entire
Bible were to be summarized in
one central subject, it would be: God bringing
glory to Himself by bringing all things into
submission to His will and exercising His
right to rule. 48 pp.

B00342

=

wt.2 $4.50

The Little Nuggets series — Set includes all six booklets, save $2.50

What Is the First Indication of
Turning Away from God?

Benjamin—God declares that the
first indication of turning away from
Him is an unthankful heart (Romans
1:21). We express that ungratefulness with our
murmurings, complainings, and grumblings.
Yet we don’t realize that murmuring maligns
and defames the goodness of God! God is good!
Everything He does is perfect and right. 32 pp.

wt.2 $4.50

B00341

Simply Singular: Is Christ
Prominent or Preeminent?

Benjamin—Preeminence is differ-
ent from prominence. Prominence
suggests “one among many.” Preem-
inence, however, conveys the truth that there is
no one else. Every wife desires that place in her
husband’s love—but in a far greater way, the
Lord Jesus Christ is to have the preeminence
over everything in our lives. 56 pp.

B00340 wt.2  $4.50

wt11  $24.50

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT STORE.THEBEREANCALL.ORG




ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2021  (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

DISCIPLESHIP BOOKS THAT WILL ENCOURAGE YOU IN THE FAITH

In Defense of the Faith

Hunt—When confronted
with uncomfortable ques-
tions, are you able to stand
firm and “earnestly contend
for the faith”? With the keen
eye of an experienced trea-
sure hunter, Dave helps read-
ers probe and unearth the
incredible wealth of guidance found in God’s
Word. The resulting adventure will not only
strengthen your faith, but it will equip you to
live “godly in Christ Jesus” in an increasingly
hostile world. The Berean Call, 373 pp.

B60668 wt11 SALE $15.00

An Urgent Call to
Serious Faith

Hunt—This beautiful hard-
back edition includes the
revised and expanded con-
tent of Seeking and Find-
ing God (Dave’s favorite
evangelistic book),which
was originally derived from
an earlier printing of 4An Urgent Call. This
edition is aimed at believers who understand
the times and who desire to be equipped from
God’s Word to minister effectively today. The
Berean Call, 254 pp.

B00339

D.

wt11 SALE $15.00

The Disciple’s Manual

MacDonald—The Disciple's
Manual is pure, undiluted
Christianity. What every dis-
ciple is called to is as radical
as it comes. For more than
half a century, practicing and
proclaiming biblical disci-
pleship has been the author’s
heart-beat. This is that life’s ministry captured
for you in a book. Hundreds of practical helps
on key issues: The Challenge of Personal Evan-
gelism * Keep Yourself Pure ¢ Your Daily Time
with Jesus ¢ One-On-One Discipleship, and
much more! Gospel Folio Press, 427 pp.

B01860 wt1.3 SALE $16.00

SET177 SAVE $6.00 on the SET — In Defense of the Faith, An Urgent Call to a Serious Faith, and The Disciple’s Manual wt3.4 $40.00

RESOURCES TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH

The Power of the Spirit

Law—This special commemo-
rative edition of The Power of
the Spirit by William Law was
compiled and edited by Dave
Hunt nearly 50 years ago. Read-
ers will appreciate the introduc-
tion, which communicates Dave’s gratitude
for classic Christian literature—writings that
powerfully impacted his faith. One aspect of
this irrevocable reality is the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit in the life of the
church, as well as the lives of all believers.
CLC Publications, 185 pp.

FOWER B

SPIRIT i

B81982  Normal Print wt.5 $12.00
B81982L  Large Print wt.6 $13.50
B81982XL Extra Large Print wt.9 $15.25

Ever, Only, All for Thee

Bugden—Bugden sketches the
life and work of Frances Rid-
ley Havergal with expert hand.
While she lived, Miss Haver-
gal was one of the best-known
and beloved Christian writers
in the English language. Granted Ministries
Press, 167 pp.

B32176

wt.6 $15.00

Come to Jesus and Rest

The Berean Call—Ruth Hunt
ministers to women from Mat-
thew 11:28-30. Christ calls “the
heavy laden” to come unto Him
and rest. The willingly borne yoke
links us to our Lord in a safe and happy path
of fellowship and service. 1 DVD, 53 min.

DVDO044 wt.2 SALE $5.00

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT STORE.THEBEREANCALL.ORG |

Life in the Spirit

Tozer—One of the twentieth cen-

tury’s most beloved devotional

writers, A. W. Tozer extends a
@ personal invitation to meet and
- know the Holy Spirit in this sin-

gle volume that combines the
two classic titles How to Be Filled with the
Holy Spirit and The Counselor. Tozer’s writ-
ings always reveal the true character of God
and challenge readers to encounter Him in all
His power and glory. Hardcover, Hendrickson
Publishers, 172 pp.

B63344

wt 1.0 SALE $10.00

Paths to Power

Tozer—Paths to Power takes
you on a journey toward receiv-
ing the power that God intends
for His people. The path leads to
the biblical directions for obtain-
ing that power through the Holy
Spirit. Moody Publishers, 64 pp.

B01903 wt.1 SALE $6.00
o Food for New Believers
_J__H:',ED Tatham—Every human being
- i Deeds food and water and fresh

air. No one can live and grow
w="="" without these things. New believ-

2T | ers have been born again, and

they have life, but they need
food and drink, the truth of God. They need
the Bible. Food for New Believers points out
some of the truths which the new believer must
know. Everyday Publications, 48 pp.

B58618 wt.2 $3.50

Biblical Eldership

Strauch—Now in its 23rd print-

ing this comprehensive look at

the role and function of elders
@ brings all the advantages of
\_)_ shared leadership into focus.

Biblical Eldership explores the
essential work of elders, their qualifications
(including why qualifications are necessary),
their relationships with each other, and each
of the biblical passages related to eldership.
Lewis & Roth, 337 pp.

B83117 wt1.2 SALE $18.00

If You Bite and
Devour One Another

Strauch—If You Bite & Devour
One Another is the only book of
@ its kind, examining all the bibli-

cal passages on conflict and out-
lining key scriptural principles for handling
various kinds of conflicts among Christians.
Lewis & Roth, 177 pp.

wt.6 SALE $12.00

They Keep Waich
over Your Souls

Strauch—In this series of eight
important lessons on biblical
eldership, Strauch addresses

B83315

D

the key issues every man must consider when
taking on or executing the office of eldership.
Lewis & Roth, 6 CDs, 240 min.

CD141 wt.5 SALE $18.00
Biblical Eldership set:
SET50 wt2.2 SALE $45.00
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"TBC ORDER FORM

TBC NEWSLETTER Non-Proft Org
COLLECTIONS: S
Feulpre urﬁcles. Pe?rf]'i'ta,jon -
organized by topic
—see page 6! JULY 2021

0 ORDERED BY: 7 address correction or change below

Account No.

Name
Address
City State Zip

9 CONTACT INFO: n case we need to contact you regarding your order
Phone Number ( )
E-Mail

To sign up for automatic e-mail news, please visit our website: www.thebereancall.org
and click on “subscribe” to create a user name and to see the newsletter options.

6 ORDER RESOURCES: Piease print all information clearly and use catalog item codes

Item Title/Product
Code Description

PLEASE SUBMIT ENTIRE PAGE-

6 SHIP TO: 1 same as “ordered by” O alternate address below (7 this is a gift to
Name

Address

City State Zip

@ PAYMENT: (PLEASE — IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY)

3 CHARGE to my credit card — # ST | —_—
CardNumber _ _ [ _ _ _ _ | _ _ _ _|_ _ _ _
Expireson (mmlyy) _ _ /__ __ Security code

Signature

T CHECK or money order enclosed / check number

Weight
(Int'l Only)

Total
Price

Quantity Total Weight

Price Ordered ~ (Int! Only)

* SHIPPING NOTE: U.S. cUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE $3 SLOWER SHIPPING OR $7 FASTER SHIPPING. INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS SEE PAGE 5 FOR SHIPPING RATES.

@® WEIGHT: ) @ TOTAL ORDER: Product Total

(It only)

Shipping Fees Donation Total Enclosed

3 IF MY FUNDS EXCEED PRODUCT AND SHIPPING COSTS, PLEASE KEEP BALANCE AS A GIFT [ hamnk You!

@ 800-937-6638 * 541-382-6210 7:00aM — 4:30pm Mon-Fri (psT) Y8 ONLINE: store.thebereancall.org =<1 PO Box 7019 ¢ Bend OR 97708



