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Hello, Dalai...
T. A. McMahon

Who is the Dalai Lama and what is he all 
about? And why should TBC even consider 
this Tibetan Buddhist “holy man,” whom 
Time magazine selected to top its list of the 
100 most-influential people in the world 
today? Well, he is a religious figure who has 
captured the interest—and in many cases 
the hearts—of millions of people, including 
multitudes who profess to be evangelicals. 
It is the latter group’s involvement that is 
most disturbing and adds impetus to our 
need to examine his beliefs. An attraction 
to religious “celebrities” with false beliefs 
is not something new among evangelicals, 
especially as we see apostasy growing expo-
nentially and ecumenical developments 
taking place that will eventually usher in the 
one-world religion of the Antichrist (Revela-
tion 13:8). Here are a few recent examples.

When we addressed our concerns about 
Mother Teresa in past TBC articles and col-
umns, we received numerous letters object-
ing to our “attacking such a godly woman 
who loves Jesus.” Simply put, the Jesus 
whom Mother Teresa professed to love 
is not the biblical Jesus. John MacArthur 
discerned that clearly when he visited her 
in Calcutta. Surrounded by images of Hindu 
deities hanging on the walls of her facility 
for ministering to the sick and dying, she 
signed a Bible for MacArthur that reflected 
her deep yet erroneous Catholic beliefs: 
“May you enter into the heart of Jesus 
through the Virgin Mary….” 

The Catholic Virgin Mary is the door-
way to the Catholic Jesus. This “Jesus” 
is reduced to an infant when appearing in 
Marian apparitions, a Jesus who did not 
pay the full penalty for the sins of mankind, 
who continues to be sacrificed daily upon 
millions of Catholic altars, whose body, 
soul, and divinity are transubstantiated into 
a piece of bread (which is then ingested 
by more than a billion Catholic faithful 
in order for them to grow in holiness and 
merit heaven), a Jesus who is worshiped as a 
fragment of bread at Eucharistic Holy Hour 
ceremonies. These are only a few of the 
teachings that characterize the Jesus of the 
Church of Rome as clearly “another Jesus” 
(2 Corinthians 11:4). Mother Teresa’s beliefs 
also reject the words of the biblical Jesus, 
who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). On the contrary, she said: 

We never try to convert to Christianity 
those who receive our help, but in our 
work we bear witness to the love of God’s 
presence and if Catholics, Protestants, Bud-
dhists, or agnostics become for this better 
men—simply better—we will be satisfied. 
(Life in the Spirit: Reflections, Meditations and 
Prayers, pp. 81-82)

If in coming face to face with God 
we accept Him in our lives, then we are 
converting. We become a better Hindu, a 
better Muslim, a better Catholic, a better 
whatever we are….What God is in your 
mind you must accept. (Mother Teresa: Her 
People and Her Work, p. 156) 

It came as no surprise that Christianity 
Today applauded her future sainthood.

Pope John Paul II was also a spiritual 
icon for many evangelicals. The accolades 
that poured forth from conservative Chris-
tian individuals, ministries, and organiza-
tions were stunning (see “Death of a Pope,” TBC 
5/05). It was as though no thought was given 
to the gospel, or, more pointedly, the falla-
cious gospel that the pope championed. Of 
course, many evangelical leaders over the 
past three decades have worked overtime to 
diffuse and confuse the critical differences 
between Rome’s false salvation and belief 
in the biblical gospel, without which no 
one can be saved. 

For example, Pat Robertson, in paying 
homage to the deceased pontiff, said that 
“the most beloved religious leader of our 
age [has passed] from this world to his 
much deserved eternal reward.” On what 
basis? Certainly not by the religious system 
of works that he headed up. The names and 
organizations (which we have documented 
over the years) involved in this subversion of 
biblical truth in favor of Roman Catholicism 
are a shameful evangelical Who’s Who list: 
Charles Colson, J. I. Packer, Rick Warren, 
John Hagee, Hank Hanegraaff, Bill Bright, 
Richard Land, Timothy George, Richard 
Foster, Wheaton College, InterVarsity Fel-
lowship, NavPress, Zondervan, Campus 
Crusade, Charisma magazine, and Christian 
Research Journal. The list goes on.

Billy Graham had nothing but praise 
for his long-time friend John Paul II and in 
particular for “his strong Catholic faith.” 
Furthermore, he declared that there were 
no essential disagreements between them 
theologically. One of the “essentials” of the 
pope’s life was his total dedication to “Mary, 
the Queen of Heaven,” in whom he put his 
hope for salvation. Graham was certainly 

aware of his friend’s vain commitment to 
Mary. Even more puzzling, however, is 
the fact that early in his ministry Graham 
denounced Catholicism along with Com-
munism and Islam as three of the world’s 
greatest evils. What changed? Certainly 
not Roman Catholicism. Yet, in a shocking 
turnaround, Graham’s crusades began to be 
promoted and financially supported by the 
Catholic Church—including being staffed 
by nuns and priests as counselors, a prac-
tice that still continues today. Christianity 
Today, which Graham founded, has been 
without doubt the most persuasive vehicle 
in undermining critical doctrinal differences 
between evangelicals and Catholics, as it has 
long fostered the mutual acceptance of one 
another as “brothers and sisters in Christ.”

What, then, of today’s most honored 
religious figure, Tenzin Gyatso, the pro-
claimed  reincarnation of the 13th Dalai 
Lama (meaning “oceans of wisdom”), 
who preceded him? Pope John Paul II gave 
him center stage in 1986 when he gathered 
world religious leaders to Assisi, Italy, to 
pray for world peace. Astonishing many 
Catholics, the pope allowed the Dalai Lama 
and his monks to perform their prayer ritual 
before a statue of Buddha placed upon the 
altar at the church of St. Peter at Assisi. It 
certainly confused those who understood 
that Tibetan Buddhists do not believe in 
God. So to whom was the Dalai Lama pray-
ing? We’ll get to that momentarily.

We’re told that Tibetan Buddhism may 
be beyond the ability of the Western mind 
to understand. That’s an understatement: its 
utter complexity, contradictions, and con-
fusion have no geographical boundaries. 
Nevertheless, Tibetan Buddhism contains 
a number of beliefs that correlate with false 
religions in the West. Its ancient history 
involves shades of Darwinism. Frescoes 
in the oldest monastery and throughout 
the country illustrate the belief still held by 
many today that the origin of the Tibetan 
people resulted from the mating of a god-
like ape with an ogress, a female monster. 
The simian offspring of that union eventu-
ally evolved into the ancient Tibetans.

Tibetan Buddhism itself is a complicated 
mixture of Bon, which consists of animist 
and shamanic beliefs and practices, and 
Buddhism. Fusing the two defies any sense 
of congruity, and rationalizations vary widely 
depending upon one’s bias toward spirit-
driven Bon beliefs or the more philosophical 
concepts of Buddhism. For example, the 

“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11
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Dalai Lama once remarked to a Catholic 
priest that the chief difference between 
their beliefs was that he as a Buddhist did 
not believe in a personal God. On the other 
hand, as a Tibetan Buddhist, he believes 
in personal deities and spirits—and lots of 
them. This is more than evident as he travels 
the world inducting hundreds of thousands 
(including thousands in U.S. cities) into the 
Kalachakra Tantra Initiation.

Kalachakra is both a Tantric deity and a 
meditation practice; the former is a mani-
festation of Buddha, who is called upon to 
lead the initiate into becoming a bodhisattva, 
or enlightened god, a status claimed for the 
Dalai Lama. Note what takes place in this 
12-day Kalachakra Initiation ceremony. 
Monks create a sand mandala seven feet in 
diameter, which becomes home to 722 gods 
and goddesses during the ritual. From his 
throne, the Dalai Lama, as the master of the 
initiation, asks permission to begin the ritual 
from Tenma, the supreme earth spirit who 
rules over the local spirits. Not all the spirits 
want to cooperate and must be placated by 
the monks through chanting, dancing, and the 
sounds of bells, gongs, and horns. The Dalai 
Lama then makes an offering to the spirits to 
thank them for their assistance. On the tenth 
day, he invokes the god Kalachakra to open 
the eyes of the initiates, who have taken vows 
never to reveal the secret teachings. The 
experience is described as being “reborn” 
as the participants enter into Kalachakra’s 
universe of enlightenment. At the closing, 
the Dalai conveys his gratitude to the gods 
and goddesses for their participation and bids 
them return to their sacred homes.1

This man with the winning smile is a 
shaman. He refers to himself as a simple 
monk, although we’re told he is a god-king, 
and he, like the pope, is to be addressed 
as “His Holiness.” He mediates between 
humans and spirit beings, of which there 
are a multitude of varieties, from those who 
are considered helpful, to those who are 
unspeakably evil and malicious. The life 
of the average Tibetan is one of continually 
seeking rituals of appeasement directed at 
these nonphysical beings who play havoc 
with them by bringing about sickness, 
poverty, crop failure, livestock deaths, igno-
rance, possession, insanity, and so forth. No 
matter what philosophical or psychological 
spin the Dalai Lama puts on his theology 
and practices for his American audiences, 
the Bible clearly teaches that he is traf-
ficking with demons and “the god of this 
world,” Satan himself (2 Corinthians 4:4).

As with his fellow Nobel Peace Prize recip-
ient, Mother Teresa (TBC, 3/87;7/90;5/94;5/95), 
closer scrutiny of his life shatters what most 
people naïvely presume about his beliefs and 
practices. Candid interviews with Tibetans 

now living under a repressive Communist 
regime acknowledge that they nevertheless 
have more freedom and opportunities now 
than when they were under the theocratic 
feudal system controlled by the god-kings 
and their monks and priests. Critics of the 
Dalai Lama have raised substantial ques-
tions, implying that what he is communi-
cating to the West is at great odds with his 
traditional religion. This religion includes 
urging holy wars between Buddhists and 
non-Buddhists; regarding Christianity, 
Judaism, and particularly Islam as enemies 
of Tibetan Buddhism; the establishment of 
a global Buddhist theocracy under a world 
ruler; and the sexual abuse of young women 
in tantric rituals.2

The Dalai Lama appears to be oblivi-
ous to all of the above. He is also highly 
selective regarding what he will share with 
different audiences about his spiritual teach-
ings, e.g., his religious instruction to achieve 
enlightenment through tantric meditation 
and his shamanic rituals for invoking help 
from deities and keeping demons at bay. 

Recently in Seattle, at the five-day Seeds 
of Compassion Conference, he taught audi-
ences how to become more compassionate. 
Billed as an educational event for instruct-
ing children and supported by insights from 
child psychologists, his message was sim-
ple: people must change their thinking and 
actions and cultivate inner strength. Could it 
be that the self-help approach works better 
in the West than this shaman’s usual rituals 
invoking help from the spirit realm? The 
event drew nearly 150,000 people (includ-
ing 15,000 school children), many of whom 
no doubt were so enamored with the global 
religious figure that they will likely pursue 
the Dalai’s deeper religious teachings for 
achieving the virtue of compassion. He is 
the number one evangelist for Buddhism in 
the world today, and he’s gaining support 
from professing Christian leaders world-
wide, including conference participants 
Archbishop (and arch-heretic) Desmond 
Tutu and Emerging Church leaders Doug 
Pagitt and Rob Bell. This ecumenism is 
consistent with liberal theology and with 
the pervasive emergent doctrine that we 
can learn much from other religions about 
Christ and the gospel.

As stated at the beginning of this article, 
the apostate church and religion that will be 
led by the Antichrist is in full development. 
It will accommodate every religious belief 
system in the world other than biblical 
Christianity. Though some religions appear 
to be quite different from others, upon closer 
inspection they often reveal similarities that 
will help draw them together. We previously 
noted the shared characteristics between 
Catholicism and Islam (see “Catholicism and 

Islam: Ties That Bind,” 11/02). Tibetan Buddhism 
and Roman Catholicism also have much in 
common. They each have clerical hierarchies, 
they have celibate priests and nuns, they both 
pray to dead entities (spirits, deities, or saints) 
for assistance, they use prayer beads and 
offer repetitious prayers, and both employ 
relics of the dead and sacred rituals as a key 
for achieving spiritual goals. Most striking, 
however, is the extremely popular goddess 
of Tibetan Buddhism, Tara. She is described 
in various Buddhist teachings in terms much 
akin to the Catholic Mary: she is the Mother 
of the Buddhas, she is a saviouress, she 
hears the cries of those in misery and is a 
more approachable deity to whom the laity 
have direct access, she guards her devotees 
as she leads them to enlightenment, and she 
also appears to them in apparitions. Tara is 
a bodhisattva, a supreme goddess, whose 
principal attribute is compassion and who 
is the primary resource in imparting that 
virtue to humans. One might wonder why 
“His Holiness” failed to recommend his chief 
“deity of Compassion” to assist his audiences 
at the Seeds of Compassion Conference.

Yet considering their many differences, 
all the religions of the world (excepting 
biblical Christianity, which is not a reli-
gion) share a very foundational principle: 
salvation (or its equivalent, e.g., nirvana, 
paradise, moksha, the higher afterlife, etc.) 
is attained through human achievement. 
This is apparent in all the varied attempts 
to satisfy, placate, appease, mollify, become 
one with, or reach God, Brahman, Allah, the 
gods, the goddesses, the Queen of Heaven, 
the Force, the Universal Mind, etc. 

The various endeavors for attaining sal-
vation include sacrifices, following karmic 
laws, yoga meditation, church attendance, 
obeying rules or keeping commandments,  
observing sacraments, secret rituals, litur-
gies, being a good person by doing more 
good than evil, and so forth. None of these 
pursuits can add one iota to obtaining a per-
son’s salvation, according to the Bible. Fur-
thermore, they all reject the absolute truth 
that Jesus Christ alone provided salvation to 
all mankind by doing what only the perfect, 
sinless God-Man could accomplish. He 
satisfied God’s perfect justice by paying the 
complete penalty for every sin of mankind. 
There is nothing anyone can do for salva-
tion except receive our Savior’s unfathom-
able gift of eternal life with Him by grace, 
through faith alone (Ephesians 2:8,9).

As Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
declared: “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Pray that those 
attracted to the smiling monk will heed 
Peter’s sober warning.                         tbc
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Quotable
It is easier to serve God without a vision, 

easier to work for God without a call, because 
then you are not bothered by what God 
requires; common sense is your guide….You 
will be more leisure-hearted if you never real-
ize the call of God. But if once you receive a 
commission from Jesus Christ, the memory 
of what God wants will always come like a 
goad; you will no longer be able to work for 
Him on the common-sense basis.

Oswald Chambers
The Christian who is zealous to promote 

the cause of Christ can begin by living in 
the power of the Spirit and so reproducing 
the life of Christ in the sight of men. In deep 
humility and without ostentation he can let 
his light shine. The world may pretend not 
to see, but it will see, nevertheless, and more 
than likely it will get into serious trouble 
with its conscience over what it sees.

A. W. Tozer

Q&A  

Question: Will you please answer the fol-
lowing questions? Is it scientifically true 
that our minds are composed of two parts, 
the conscious and the subconscious mind? 
Is it true that the subconscious mind is the 
one that regulates most of our actions? Is 
it true that the subconscious mind is also 
in charge of our learned behavior?
Response: First of all, the mind, which is 
the realm of our thoughts, is a nonphysical 
part of the human makeup. It is not to be 
confused with the brain, which is a physi-
cal organ within the body. Since the mind 
has no physical properties, it is beyond the 
scrutiny of science.

The idea that we have a subconscious or 
unconscious mind that determines or influ-
ences our behavior is a myth spawned by 
Sigmund Freud, who some contend came 
up with the theory while under the influence 
of cocaine. That was his drug of choice 
for his own depression and one he highly 
recommended. Even if something did take 
place in a realm called the unconscious, 
there is no way to validly discern what 
those thoughts may have been. It should be 
obvious that a supposed unconscious region 
of the mind that determines our conscious 
thoughts and actions can be no more than 
speculation, and self-serving at that.

In their book titled Therapy’s Delusions: 
The Myth of the Unconscious and the 
Exploitation of Today’s Walking Worried, 
Richard Ofshe and Ethan Watters write:

While it is clear that we all engage in out-
of-awareness mental processes, the idea 
of the dynamic unconscious proposes a 

powerful shadow mind that, unknown 
to its host, willfully influences the most 
minor thought and behavior. There is no 
scientific evidence of this sort of purpose-
ful unconscious, nor is there evidence that 
psychotherapists have special methods for 
laying bare our out-of-awareness mental 
processes. Nevertheless, the therapist’s 
claim to be able to expose and reshape 
the unconscious mind continues to be the 
seductive promise of many talk therapies.

Christians have been drawn into the false 
belief in the subconscious because of the 
influence of psychological counseling in the 
church, especially among so-called Chris-
tian psychologists and those who promote 
inner healing. The result of this completely 
unbiblical pseudo-scientific concept is that 
man cannot be held responsible for sinful 
actions because they were determined with-
out his conscious involvement. Moreover, 
the outcome leads to a field day of excuses 
for our sin nature.

The unconscious, or subconscious, is 
foreign to biblical instruction. God’s Word 
deals with humanity on the basis of conscious 
behavior over which everyone has control, 
and thus all are held accountable. There are 
certainly areas that are a mystery to us related 
to the heart, mind, will, and emotions, and 
what the Bible calls the “mystery of iniquity,” 
or sin. But these are beyond man’s explora-
tions and are only known by God: “Then hear 
thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and 
forgive, and render unto every man according 
unto all his ways, whose heart thou knowest; 
(for thou only knowest the hearts of the chil-
dren of men:); The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: who can 
know it? I the Lord search the heart…”  
(2 Chronicles 6:30; Jeremiah 17:9,10).
Question: We read your book Showtime 
for the Sheep? and agree with your posi-
tion that the Bible cannot be translated 
into film or video without critically distort-
ing it. According to your analysis of the 
medium, you leave little doubt that such an 
endeavor cannot be accomplished without 
succumbing to the forbidden practice of 
adding to or subtracting from the Word 
of God. However, is it your position that 
movies, videos, the writing of fictional 
stories, and acting in dramatic stories 
are also unbiblical? This is a concern for 
us because we know some very creative 
young people who are considering fictional 
writing, acting, and the entertainment 
business in general as a career.
Response: As you gathered from Showtime, 
I have a number of years of experience in 
“showbiz.” This certainly has given me some 
valuable insights that I can pass on to you 
and that I hope you may find helpful. But 

then there is the bottom line: does the Word 
of God address the subjects? Absolutely, but 
we’re not going to find a specific verse that 
says yea or nay to a career in the entertain-
ment industry or writing novels or becoming 
an actor. It does, however, cover them in 
general, as it does all of life’s issues.

One verse I’m thinking about is 2 Peter 
1:3: “According as his divine power hath 
given unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and vir-
tue….” So we simply evaluate a potential 
career or endeavor based upon what Scrip-
ture tells us would be consistent with a life 
pleasing to God.

Let’s start with writing fictional stories. 
I’m not aware of any verse that indicates 
that storytelling is contrary to the Word. 
The question is, does the story, with all 
of its elements, reflect consistency with 
biblical truth? A writer who is a follower 
of Jesus must make sure he or she is not 
communicating anything that undermines 
or contradicts God’s Word.

What about acting? I don’t know of a 
verse that condemns portraying a character 
in a dramatic story. Again, similar questions 
must be asked. Do the role, the story, and all 
of its elements reflect that which is consis-
tent with biblical truth? If that’s not the case, 
then a Christian would be dishonoring, even 
disobeying, the Lord by participating.

I believe those form a basic criteria, yet 
the issue can get far more complicated. For 
example, in the process of writing a story 
and getting it published, there may be pres-
sures by publishing editors to add elements 
to make it more attractive to potential read-
ers, providing worldly appeal yet detracting 
from the story’s original Christian witness. 
Although that may be uncommon in book 
publishing, it’s the norm when a novel is 
made into a movie.

Similarly, screenplays may start out 
fulfilling the basic criteria above, but once 
it is sold to a film company, the writer 
usually loses control of his story. The end 
product is the result of input from studio 
executives,  producers, a director, actors, 
and a host of others. In this collaborative 
secular medium, which is primarily profit 
driven and often morally bankrupt, it would 
be rare for the resulting movie to maintain 
the integrity of the original script.

The challenge for an actor who wants to 
honor the Lord in such a career is terribly 
difficult. Consider how few movies there 
are today that reflect a biblical worldview. 
That certainly doesn’t allow for many 
opportunities to develop one’s acting abili-
ties; the chances drop even more, consider-
ing the competition for parts in the few films 
that may be acceptable. Furthermore, even 
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when a story presents the consequences of 
evil that support what the Bible teaches, that 
presentation of evil through its characters 
may be so graphic (involving sex, nudity, 
violence, filthy language, etc.) that it would 
be a compromise of one’s faith to portray 
such a character. 

The entertainment industry is incredibly 
seductive, and I know numerous Christian 
friends and acquaintances whose faith and 
walk with the Lord were wrecked because of 
their involvement in “Hollywood,” which is 
both a system and a place that the world has 
acknowledged as “sin city.” I also know a few 
who have traveled that spiritual minefield 
with some success, yet not without experi-
encing many “battle wounds” in the process. 
There are a small number of Christian film 
companies that have had control of their final 
product and were able to keep their films’ 
integrity intact, but fewer still that were able 
to be successful in a secular industry that 
controls the marketplace. Numbers-wise, that 
doesn’t bode well for a potential career in 
producing, directing, acting, screenwriting, 
and many of the other creative film arts.

Nonetheless, any biblical Christian who 
is considering a career in the entertain-
ment industry—in my view and from my 
experience—must be grounded in “the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints” 
(Jude 1:3), must be totally submitted to the 
Lord (Galatians 2:20; James 4:7,8), and must be 
thoroughly convinced by faith (Romans 1:17) 
that God has called him or her into such 
an endeavor.
Question: I’m confused by a book that is 
very popular among my circle of Christian 
friends. It’s titled The Shack, and although 
it is endorsed by some leading evangeli-
cals, I was freaked out by it and couldn’t 
actually finish it. I don’t understand how 
anyone thinks he can put God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit in a fictional situation and 
then have them speak the words out of his 
own imagination. Isn’t this dead wrong?
Response: Yes. It’s also blasphemy. Here 
is a definition of that word from Noah 
Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the 
English Language: “[It] is an injury offered 
to God, by denying that which is due and 
belonging to Him, or attributing to Him 
that which is not [true to] His nature.” The 
Shack’s author, William P. Young, conjures 
up God the Father as a hip-talking, now-
and-then crude black woman referred to as 
“Papa,” Jesus as a sometimes inept good 
ol’ boy enamored with His humanity and 
creation, and the Holy Spirit as a wisp of a 
woman from Asia, who gardens and collects 
tears. Shouldn’t that be enough to turn off or 
offend those who profess to truly know the 
God of the Bible? Evidently not. Christians 

have pushed sales of The Shack to beyond 
one million copies at this writing.

Idolatry is another major abomination 
of the book. Young manufactures out of his 
own imagination an image of God and the 
Holy Spirit. That is condemned (Exodus 20:4) 
by God for understandable reasons. Any 
attempt by finite, fallen man even to hint at 
a material image of Deity would result in an 
absolutely false representation, let alone an 
offensive caricature of Almighty God. Fur-
thermore, these two Persons of the Trinity 
are Spirits, who never appear in physical 
form, certainly not as females (nor in drag, 
which the Scriptures condemn!), nor are 
they ever referred to as female. 

The Shack is clearly the work of a false 
prophet. The sense in which we’re using the 
word “prophet” here is not that of declaring 
forthcoming events but rather speaking forth 
the words of God (2 Peter 1:20,21). The dialogue 
Young has created for his fictional God the 
Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is heretical 
and a defamation against the character of the 
Persons of the Godhead. For example, Papa 
declares to the central figure, “Well, Macken-
zie, don’t just stand there gawkin’ with your 
mouth open like your pants are full.” Jesus, 
who can’t seem to restrain his giggles and 
chuckles, after receiving a kiss from Papa and 
loving “her” earthiness, declares, “She’s a 
riot.” “Mack’s” interaction with his “trinity” 
is part-time funfest, part-time inner healing  
methodologies and catharses, and part-time 
God explaining Himself (which He left out 
of the Bible!), and all of it intermingled with 
hugs, kisses, and other displays that reveal 
them to be so much like us. 

The audacity of anyone putting his own 
words in the mouth of God, Jesus, or the 
Holy Spirit (under the guise of fiction or not) 
is beneath contempt. Incredibly, that hasn’t 
deterred conservative evangelical leader 
Gale Erwin, charismatic leader James Ryle, 
Emerging Church writer Jim Palmer, and 
evangelical celebrity Michael W. Smith from 
endorsing The Shack, and many Christians 
can’t seem to get enough of its “make me feel 
better about myself and God” talk. 

Cultists have written volumes claiming 
to speak for God; now we have it in the 
church! Ravi Zacharias wrote three sup-
posedly apologetic books not too long ago 
featuring Jesus in conversation with Bud-
dha, Oscar Wilde, and Confucius. Eugene 
Peterson, whose The Message Bible majored 
in substituting his own words for God’s, is 
the featured endorser of The Shack (“This 
book has the potential to do for our genera-
tion what John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress 
did for his. It’s that good!”). No, “this book” 
is one more instrument of Satan’s grand 
scheme to undermine the Word of God for 
this generation, the basis of which began in 

the Garden of Eden with his seductive words 
to Eve: “Yea, hath God said…?” 

Space prevents me from further exposing 
the rampant heresies, psychobabble, and the 
pervasive denigration of God, His Word, and 
His church throughout The Shack. But then, 
if what has been presented above isn’t rea-
son enough to reject the book, or an appeal 
to be a Berean, it’s unlikely that a few more 
pages of input will be either convincing or 
convicting, especially for the many who 
claim their lives have been forever changed 
by this work of antibiblical fiction.

News Alert
U.S. Religious Landscape Survey Report 
II, 6/23/2008 [Excerpts]: The U.S. Religious 
Landscape Survey Report by the Pew Forum 
on Religion & Public Life details the reli-
gious makeup...beliefs and practices [and] 
social and political attitudes of the American 
public. This survey of more than 35,000 
American adults is one of the largest and 
most comprehensive studies of its kind.

Data on their beliefs and practices reveal 
that although more than half of Americans 
say religion is very important in their lives, 
most hold a non-dogmatic view of their faith, 
with majorities believing that there is more 
than one way to interpret the teachings of 
their own faith and that many religions—not 
just their own—can lead to eternal life.

Examples include:
—53% of evangelicals believe there is 
more than one true way to interpret the 
teachings of my religion
—57% of evangelicals believe that many 
religions can lead to eternal life
—83% of mainline Protestants and 79% 
of Catholics believe that many religions 
can lead to eternal life
—82% of Jews believe that many reli-
gions can lead to eternal life.

[TBC: What is obviously disturbing about 
this survey is that more than half of those 
who profess to be Bible-believing Chris-
tians reject what the Bible teaches about 
God’s truth and His way of salvation. This 
growing trend, along with other data from 
the survey showing that all other religions 
overwhelmingly believe that there are 
many ways to obtain salvation, supports 
the prophecies that indicate that there will 
be an ecumenical religion in the end times 
that will accept all beliefs. That of course 
is the religion that will bring together “all 
who dwell upon the earth” to worship the 
Antichrist (Revelation 13:8).]
Endnotes
1.The Kalachakra Initiation explained: http://www.
buddhanet.net/kalini.htm.

2. The Shadow of the Dalai Lama: http://www.tri-
mondi.de/EN/deba03.html.
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Letters
 

Dear Dave,
I can’t even begin to express what the 

reading of your books and the discovery of 
your website has done to us: it is like find-
ing a well in the desert. For twenty years 
we have felt like we’ve been in a religious 
desert, not that God hasn’t been speaking, 
but rare and far between have we found 
those who seek Him with reverence and 
sincerity—the Giver and not just His gifts. 
I can only say thank you for holding us to a 
standard that we truly felt no longer existed. 
I am somewhat ashamed to say that in all 
of our looking, we had not heard of you or 
your ministry until just recently. You share 
so much that it will take time to absorb, and 
one can only “eat” so much at a time, but 
grateful we are for the sharing. JA (email)

Dear Brother Hunt,
I just finished listening to “Roman 

Catholic Salvation: Is It Affirmed by the 
Bible?” This was your debate with Robert 
Sungenis. I believe it becomes clear [to the 
listener] that you are debating and arguing 
the issues out of your love for our Lord 
Jesus Christ and His truth. Mr. Sungenis 
is debating and arguing the issues out of a 
love for the Roman Catholic Church. It is 
evident that your jealousy and zeal is for 
the Lord Himself while Mr. Sungenis’ is for 
the Roman Catholic Church. Mr. Sungenis 
plainly says that Jesus Christ did not pay the 

full penalty for our sin and that the sacra-
ments ministered by the Roman Catholic 
Church are needed for salvation. I remem-
bered the words and warning of the Apostle 
Peter, “even denying the Lord that bought 
them” (2 Pet 2:1). Thank you, Brother Hunt, 
for defending the faith and the truth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. TW (WV)

Dear Mr. Hunt,
I am writing to let you know that my 

22-year-old brother came to Christ back 
in 2006, and two of your products helped 
lead him to Christ. He came to know the 
Lord after reading your book titled Seek-
ing and Finding God, and he also stated 
that your DVD titled An Urgent Call to 
a Serious Faith, is part of what led to his 
salvation. My brother has come out of a life 
of drugs and satanic music since he came 
to know the Lord, and he even witnessed 
to a satanist who used to be one of his best 
friends. (email)

Dear Mr. Hunt,
The only sign of receiving the Holy 

Spirit was (for apostles) hearing them 
speaking in tongues and prophesying. I 
believe the Bible account is greater than 
any teacher and his reason....You quench the 
Spirit and have just religion, your reason, 
and fleshly mores. You need to pray that the 
Holy Spirit open your eyes to the Scriptures 
because you don’t understand them after 
60 years of studying and deceiving others. 
How sad. LK (Ireland)

Dear Bereans,
Yesterday I re-read an old issue of TBC, 

July 1999, “The Sufficiency of God’s 
Word,” that the Lord brought out of a box of 
paperwork that I was sorting through. What 
a blessing to be reminded of how well all 
of the Berean newsletters hold up over the 
years. Here is the “Wow” (to me, at least): 
I just received A Woman Rides the Beast 
book in the mail from Amazon. I read half 
of it before putting it down and picking up 
the newsletter last night. There was God 
showing me just how faithfully He has used 
Dave and all of you in these last days. May 
the Lord come soon! WW (OR)

Dear Dave & Tom,
And to all the Berean staff. I want to 

thank you for your ministry of contending 
for the Faith, to ensure the biblical teaching 
of our Lord....I know it is not an easy task 
to continue…your…[radio] program and to 
receive such criticism from your listeners, 
but I want you to know that there are more 
of us that support...your ministry and want 
you to persevere….I…invite others to listen 
every week and to read your newsletters. 
Keep up the good work. TS (prisoner, AZ)

“TBC–A Full Service 
Ministry?”

One criticism we receive every so 
often is that we are too critical. Those 
critical of our being too critical suggest 
that we diversify from our negativity by 
becoming more positive. It is suggested 
that this can be accomplished through 
articles that are devotional or instruc-
tional, or at least more spiritually uplift-
ing. We know if Dave had his druthers 
most of his writing would focus on the 
devotional. But that is not the arena to 
which the Lord has called him. His call-
ing is to encourage biblical discernment 
among believers in Jesus Christ. And 
we here at TBC believe we are called 
to help him to do that very thing.

At the same time Dave and we know 
the value of devotional, instructional, 
and spiritually uplifting resource mate-
rials for the readership of The Berean 
Call. That’s why we have added materi-
als from others whom God has wonder-
fully enabled to write on various edify-
ing topics. If you are of the mind that 
we are a little too narrow minded, check 
out our extensive catalog of diverse 
books, CDs, DVDs, etc. Although we 
are hardly going “full service,” we 
believe we do have a lot more to offer 
than some people realize.

In fact, we’re pleased to announce 
to all of our long-time friends and new 
readers, that TBC’s first full-color, 
64-page resource catalog will be avail-
able beginning this month. A compli-
mentary copy will be included with 
every resource order from this issue and 
can also be requested free of charge.

Our hope and prayer is that you will 
discover many edifying books, CDs, 
DVDs, and other materials that both 
exhort and encourage a closer walk 
with Christ. From hard-to-find clas-
sics to informative volumes on current 
issues, these resources are carefully 
selected by our staff for the purpose of 
evangelism, discipleship, devotions—
and yes, biblical discernment—in these 
turbulent times.

Executive Director

T.A. McMahon

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It is overseen 
by an independent board which has full and final authority 
over all corporate assets, personnel, and affairs. (8/08)

Speaking Schedule
Aug 1-3 Hope for Today Conference
(Dave) Chino Hills CA
 (800) 752-4253

Aug 3 Calvary Chapel Golden Springs
(Dave) Diamond Bar CA
 (909) 396-1884

Sep 5-7 Great Lakes Prophecy Conference
(Dave/TA) Appleton WI
 (920) 735-1242

Sep 17-19 Winnipeg Prophecy Conference
(Dave) Winnipeg MB
 (204) 853-7786

Sep 28-30 Midnight Call Conference
(Dave) Charleston SC
 (800) 845-2420

Oct 11-12 Calvary Chapel Auburn
(Dave) Auburn CA
 (530) 885-6332

Oct 22-25 Brazil
(Dave) www.chamada.com.br

Oct 31 Bible in Culture Conference
(TA) Birch Run MI
 (969) 743-6700

Nov 14-16 TBC Conference
(Dave/TA) Bend OR
 (800) 937-6638

 TBC Notes 
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God’s altar was to be built of unhewn stones, that no trace of human skill 

or labour might be seen upon it. Human wisdom delights to trim and arrange 

the doctrines of the cross into a system more artificial and more congenial with 

the depraved tastes of fallen nature; instead, however, of improving the gospel, 

carnal wisdom pollutes it, until it becomes another gospel, and not the truth of 

God at all. All alterations and amendments of the Lord’s own Word are defile-

ments and pollutions. The proud heart of man is very anxious to have a hand 

in the justification of the soul before God; preparations for Christ are dreamed 

of, humblings and repentings are trusted in, good works are cried up, natural 

ability is much vaunted, and by all means, the attempt is made to lift up human 

tools upon the divine altar. 

It were well if sinners would remember that so far from perfecting the 

Saviour’s work, their Lord alone must be exalted in the work of atonement, 

and not a single mark of man’s chisel or hammer will be endured. There is 

an inherent blasphemy in seeking to add to what Christ Jesus in His dying 

moments declared to be finished, or to improve that in which the Lord Jehovah 

finds perfect satisfaction. Trembling sinner, away with thy tools, and fall upon 

thy knees in humble supplication; and accept the Lord Jesus to be the altar of 

thine atonement and rest in Him alone.

Many professors may take warning from this morning’s text as to the doc-

trines which they believe. There is among Christians far too much inclination 

to square and reconcile the truths of revelation; this is a form of irreverence 

and unbelief, let us strive against it and receive truth as we find it; rejoicing 

that the doctrines of the Word are unhewn stones, and so are all the more fit to 

build an altar for the Lord. 

If thou lift up thy tool upon it,  
thou hast polluted it. —Exodus 20:25

From Charles Spurgeon’s Morning And Evening

Morning and Evening

Publisher:  Christ ian Heritage 

Leather  Bound:  768 pages 

6.6  x  3.5  x  0.9  inches

B00080	 wt .5     $15.00
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Gospel Tracts Sale!  Stock up on witnessing materials

Item #	 Product Name	 Retail Price	 TBC PRice	 Sale Price
TR100	 What Every Catholic Should Know (10 pk)	 $2.95	 $2.00	 $1.75
TR82171	 Spirit of Truth, Spirit of Error 1	 $1.50	 $1.40	 $1.25
B08325	U ltimas Preguntas (Spanish - Ultimate Questions)	 $2.99	 $2.00	 $1.75
QR02	 Jehovah‘s Witnesses: What You Need To Know	 $3.99	 $2.25	 $1.75
QR01	 Roman Catholicism: What You Need To Know	 $3.99	 $2.25	 $1.75
QR05	M asonic Lodge: What You Need To Know	 $3.99	 $2.25	 $1.75
B65654	 The Truth About Mormonism	 $3.99	 $3.00	 $2.50

“Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you ...” 1 Peter 3:15 

wt .2

wt .1

wt .2

wt .1

wt .1

wt .1

wt .1

Prayer resources for continuing instant in prayer

Prayer Power
Murray—Prayer brings us 
into vibrant contact with God, 
whose love and power are 
infinite. God wants us to bring 
our request to Him and He has 
promised to help. Through 
Murray’s scriptural insights 

you will discover how to find rest in Christ. 
Whitaker House, 159 pp.
B05671	 wt .3       $7.00

A Call to Prayer
Ryle—According to J. C. 
Ryle, private prayer is the 
most neglected of all Chris-
tian duties. To bestir his reader 
to the practice and privi-
lege of private prayer, Ryle 
points out both the blessings 

of prayer and the grave dangers of prayerless-
ness. Prayer under the blessing of God leads to 
the new birth, strengthens faith, moves moun-
tains, and promotes spiritual growth and con-
tentment that rises above circumstances. Ban-
ner of Truth, 32 pp.
B08190	 wt .1   $3.00

With Christ in  
the School of Prayer
Murray—Few books have 
had as much impact on call-
ing the church to prayer as 
Andrew Murray’s classic, 
With Christ in the School of 
Prayer. Discover how to pre-

pare to join with Him in intercessory prayer. 
Whitaker House, 238 pp.
B81064	 wt .3       $7.00

Spurgeon on Prayer &  
Spirtual Warfare
Spurgeon—Charles Spurgeon 
knew the secrets of prayer 
and that God has established 
divine principles and prom-
ises for our every need. He 
reveals these principles and 

shares how God has answered the prayers of 
men and women since the beginning of Bible 
times. Whitaker House, 575 pp.
B29008	 wt 1.9       $17.00

The Joy of  
Answered Prayer
Moody—Do you sometimes 
wonder: Will I ever receive 
an answer to my prayers? Do I 
dare ask God for what I really 
want? Does God even hear 

me? Questions like these may have plagued 
you for years. Here D. L. Moody shares secrets 
of successful prayer and insights into reaching 
the heart of God. Whitaker House, 156 pp.
B29005	 wt .4       $8.00

Prayer Guide
Murray—Keen scriptural 
insights to maximize your 
prayer life. A companion 
to Prayer Power.You may 
be weak, but your prayers 
can move mountains! Attend 
Andrew Murray’s school of 
prayer. Learn to let the Holy 

Spirit move through you as you earnestly inter-
cede for others. Whitaker House, 143 pp.
B07100	 wt .4       $5.00

LIMITED
SUPPLIES

LIMITED
SUPPLIES

LIMITED
SUPPLIES

SET49	 All 7 Tracts only for $10 —A Savings of over $13 retail        wt .9   $10.00
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BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP

AudioCassette Blowout!  Only $3.00 EAch  (while Supplies Last)

Inspirational DVDs
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, if ye continue 

in my word, then you are my disciples indeed ... — John 8:31

No Turning Back
Johnston—The road to discipleship is a narrow one that few follow, 
yet this is the road where Jesus is. If we are to be true disciples 
in following Him, we then must realign our lives and readjust our 
steps as we move upon that pathway where He leads. The road is 
not easy. The path is often challenging and hard. But the rewards 
are everlasting! In No Turning Back, the author takes us on a road 
which leaves the mundane path of serving-self and introduces us to 
a selfless journey of following Christ. Once we begin this adventure 
and follow in the footsteps of the Master, there is No Turning Back. 
Gospel Folio, 110 pp.
B07221	 wt .4     $11.00

Finding the Reality of God
Reidhead—In his fifty years of ministry as a pastor, missionary, 
and third-world economic developer, Paris Reidhead came to a 
broad understanding of the evangelical church. What he discov-
ered deeply disturbed him. Finding the Reality of God will help the 
reader understand, first, the true meaning and necessity of godly 
repentance and, second, show how to take part in the abundant life 
that flows from the throne of God. Paris Reidhead Bible Teaching 
Ministries, 175 pp.
B00110	 wt .4     $7.00

True Discipleship
MacDonald—The Saviour was consumed with a passion for God 
and for His interests.  Those who are constrained by the love of 
Christ will count no sacrifice too great to make for Him. After all, 
Christians are followers of the One who said, “Zeal for Your house 
has eaten Me up” (John. 2:17). MacDonald writes: “Some years 
ago...I heard an earnest young believer pray, ‘Lord, break me!’.... 
Those words, flowing hissing hot from the heart of that young dis-
ciple, awakened me to the tremendous need of brokenness in my 
own life. They created an awareness that this was a fantastically 
vital area in the spiritual realm.” Gospel Folio, 204 pp.
B96508	 wt .6     $10.00

Candle In  
the Dark 
Vi s i o n  Vi d e o —

William Carey sailed 
in 1793 to India with 

a reluctant wife and four 
children to bring the message 
of Jesus. There he encountered 
so much hardship that it is 

amazing he didn’t abandon his mission and go 
home. But he stayed for over 40 years. Candle in 
the Dark is a feature-length, movie highlighting 
his life and ministry. 74 min.
DVD173	 wt .3     $20.00

Hudson Taylor
Ken Anderson Film 
—This live-action 
drama follows Hud-

son’s arrival in Shanghai 
to the death of his beloved 

young wife, Maria. You’ll 
experience an honest look at a 
growing Christian living out, 
in his own experiences, vital 

truths from the Word of God. 85 min.
DVD172	 wt .2     $20.00

God‘s Outlaw
Vi s i o n  Vi d e o —
William Tyndale 

is renowned as “the 
father of the English 

Bible” and recognized as one 
of the major leaders of the 
English Reformation. The 
tale of how he lived and died 
as “God’s Outlaw” is a com-

pelling “rest-of-the-story” and a moving encour-
agement for modern people of faith. 93 min.
DVD163	 wt .3     $20.00

NEW!
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Item #	 Product Name	 Retail Price	 Sale Price
AT087	 What About Mary?	 $10.00	 $3.00
AT090	 Debate Christ’s Atonement	 $10.00	 $3.00
AT085	 12 Steps to Destruction	 $10.00	 $3.00
AT086	 In Christ Jesus: A Study of Eph.	 $15.00	 $3.00
AT094	 Islam & Today’s Christianity	 $10.00	 $3.00

wt .3

wt .3

wt .3

wt .5

wt .3

We are closing out the last of our audiocassette inventory. Now is your chance to get quality content at a  
very low price! For more information on any of these titles visit our website: www.thebereancall.org

Packaging  
may vary.
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CONTACT INFO:   In case we need to contact you regarding your order
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Searching for the original Bible
Lost, destroyed, hidden, and forgotten. For many centuries, no one has seen any of the original biblical documents.  

How can you know whether today’s Bible is true to them? Randall Price gives us the answers.

Searching for the Original Bible
Price—Noted researcher/archaeologist Randall 
Price tackles crucial, faith-challenging questions 
about the Bible’s claims to be divine communication. 
All dispute boils down to two fundamental issues: 
Were the original writings given by God, or were 
they cobbled together from traditions, myths, and 
human ethical notions? And if divine, have they 
been faithfully passed down to us? All evidence 
available today, concludes the author, upholds 
even more strongly the age-long views of orthodox 
Christianity. Not only is the Bible we have a 
trustworthy record of divine revelation, but it 
remains living and authoritative for every time, 
every place, and every person. Harvest House 
Publishers, 294 pp.

B10545	 wt .9     $12.00

NEW!

The Stones Cry Out
World of the Bible Productions—Produced 
to convince skeptics that the Scriptures are 
trustworthy historical documents. Surveys 
biblical events in light of recent archaeo-
logical discoveries and issues a challenge 
to believe the Bible based on the evidence it 
presents. This exciting video takes the viewer 

on location to see the archaeological excavations and hear 
from the archaeologists themselves!
DVD139	 wt .3     $19.50

Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls
World of the Bible Productions—This video 
looks at how the scrolls impact the Old and 
New Testaments, the Christian view of the 
Messiah, and rarely treated topics such as 
how cults misuse the scrolls. This video 
includes the only film interview with the Bed-
ouin who discovered the scrolls! 

DVD137	 wt .3     $19.50

SET25	 Get the book + Both DVDs   wt 1.5  $39.00

Set includes Searching for the Original Bible, The Stones Cry Out, and Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls.


