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Meditating upon the Word of God
T. A. McMahon

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exer-
cise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: 
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.”

—Jeremiah 9:23-24

AS WE READ through the Scriptures, too often we may go at a 
pace that causes us to miss not only its more profound teachings 
but also some very clear and simple truths. That may be why the 
Scriptures exhort us to meditate upon God’s Word. Biblical medi-
tation, as I hope we all know, is the opposite of Eastern meditation.

The former is thinking deeply, reasoning through the Scrip-
tures according to Isaiah 1:18, getting a better understanding of 
what God is communicating to us. The latter is thoughtlessness, 
clearing out the mind—turning it into a blank slate that may gen-
erate feedback from the demonic realm.

Reading the Book of Jeremiah at a somewhat hurried pace 
may accomplish one’s goal of getting through it in a timely fash-
ion, but at the same time we may fail to notice some important 
things that the Lord has communicated.

If there’s an upside to growing old, slowing down is a condition 
most of us experience. Of course, I’m not thrilled with the physi-
cal consequences of aging, but in this case what I have in mind is 
growing old in the Lord and having a greater appreciation of how 
truly wonderful He is. In one sense, it’s more than just stopping to 
smell the roses. Rather it is taking in a host of other things that we 
either may have missed or haven’t fully taken to heart.

That is what biblical meditation is all about. “His delight is 
in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night” (Psalm 1:2). Not only is that activity for the delight of the 
meditator, it also delights the Lord! The Apostle Paul encouraged 
Timothy to read God’s Word and exhort others to do the same: 
“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
profiting may appear to all” (1 Timothy 4:15).

As an exercise in this, let’s meditate on Jeremiah 9:23-24. It 
begins with “Thus saith the Lord.” That clearly tells us that what 
we’re reading is God’s Word. That phrase and others, such as 
“the word of the Lord came to me” are found thousands of times 
throughout the Bible. Each time those phrases are used, we’re 
being told that it is God himself speaking specifically to an indi-
vidual, or collectively to a group of people or a nation. It also 
includes those who read His Word at a later time.

Our infinite God is communicating what He wants His cre-
ated finite beings to know. How important is that recognition? 
Sometimes when an admonition is offered, we’re told, “Don’t 
take it personally.” Whether it’s an admonition, an exhortation, 
an encouragement, or whatever the case, when we read “Thus 
saith the Lord,” we need to take it personally. The Person of our 

Lord and God is communicating to us!
Yet, too often in our day, if I told someone that I had recently 

received a note from God, it would be met with much skepticism 
for a number of reasons, which I’ll present. Probably few would 
realize that all I’m saying is that the note I recently read from 
Him is what He has communicated in the Bible to everyone who 
reads the Bible!

Part of the general skepticism comes from those who are aware 
of people who claim that they are literally hearing from God on 
a continual and personal basis. It’s not that we don’t believe that 
could happen (although there’s no example in Scripture of that 
taking place except between Jesus and God the Father).

In fact, we find that very thing being taught by a highly influ-
ential teacher among women: Beth Moore. She encourages her 
followers to engage in two-way, intimate conversations with 
Jesus, which she claims she has continually.

One must wonder from what “Jesus” she claims to be hearing! 
Moore declares that her Jesus calls her “Baby” and “Honey” and 
joins in playful conversation with her.  Sarah Young also claims to 
have an ongoing personal communication with “Jesus,” which she 
describes in her book Jesus Calling. Based upon what her Jesus 
speaks, it is clear that he’s not the biblical Jesus! Furthermore, not 
even Daniel, who is called “beloved of God,” had ongoing two-
way communications with the Lord. He even had to wait twenty-
one days for God’s response to his request for help (Daniel 10:12-13)! 

Men have not been left out of this communication delusion, 
even to the point of supporting it with a heretical practice that 
exists primarily among those who adhere to the hyper-Charis-
matic Word/Faith movement.

They claim that God communicates to Christians in two dif-
ferent ways today. One is known as rhema, the other as logos. 
The former is literally hearing from Him, while the latter is the 
written word. When the communications are in conflict with each 
other, it is said that the rhema-received information supersedes 
and therefore supplants the logos. That is completely false! In 
fact, both terms are used interchangeably throughout Scripture.

Those misrepresentations of Scripture aside, I’m concerned 
that too often we overlook the reality that “Thus saith the Lord” 
tells us that God, the Creator of the universe, the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords, is speaking to us! One of the reasons for 
this oversight is that the Adversary has sown confusion among 
Christians regarding their views of the Bible itself.

When I suspect that professing Christians with whom I’m 
having a conversation have some ideas about the Bible that are 
clearly mistaken, I often ask them for their view of the Bible, 
such as, who is the Author? Is it inerrant? Is it their authority, and 
do they believe it to be sufficient for “all things that pertain to life 
and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3)?

That conversation usually provides a great opportunity to help 
a believer, especially a recent convert, to search the Scriptures in 
order to get biblical understanding regarding things they haven’t 
read or about which they’re confused.

That confusion often includes whether or not the Bible is 
solely the Word of God, or is it partially from God, or does it 

[to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11“[The Bereans] . . .  searched the scriptures daily, 
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contain human contributions in various places?
The numbers of different translations, such as the cultic New 

World Translation, the messed-up and ego-centric Message, the 
NIV, the NASB, the NKJV, the KJV, and others, at the very least, 
may distract Bible readers from the fact that God’s Word (in its 
original autographs, and as it was later translated correctly) is His 
Word. It is therefore inerrant, meaning it is completely trustworthy.

“And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4:4). 
“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their 
trust in him” (Proverbs 30:5). So, taking the time to meditate on the 
simple phrase, “Thus saith the Lord,” will enable us to better 
understand and receive what follows, especially the recognition 
that it contains instructions coming from God himself!

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches: But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he under-
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord....”

In God’s own words, He is underscor-
ing mankind’s chief problem: self—his 
wisdom, his might, his riches.... Self is not 
only at the root of humanity’s dominant 
sin, but it is promoted in the world as the 
solution to all of mankind’s problems! Self 
is at the heart of psychological counseling.

It is also at the heart of so-called Chris-
tian psychology, which is the attempt to 
integrate the antichrist teachings of Sig-
mund Freud, Carl Jung, Abraham Maslow, 
Carl Rogers, and their fellow disciples 
with the teachings of God’s Word.

In the decades of the 1970s and 
’80s, those leaders who professed to be 
Christians rejected the sufficiency of the 
Scriptures and turned to secular psycho-
therapists for their godless theories. One 
such Christian psychologist explained: “It 
was humanistic psychologists, Abraham 
Maslow and Carl Rogers, who first taught 
us the need for self-love and self-esteem.”

Arguably, the most influential Christian psychologist of that 
time period, Dr. James Dobson, declared, “If I could write a pre-
scription for the women of the world, it would provide each one 
of them with a healthy dose of self-esteem and personal worth 
(taken three times a day until the symptoms disappear). I have 
no doubt that this is their greatest need.” (Dobson, James, What Wives 
Wish Their Husbands Knew about Women, Tyndale House, 1975, 60.)

Greatest need? That conclusion was not arrived at by meditat-
ing upon the Word of God or even reading it casually. There’s no 
verse that can be found to support such a statement, yet the belief 
in the value of self-glorying (a.k.a. self-love and self-esteem) is 
still a delusionary stronghold in Christianity today.

“But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth Me....”

Understanding and knowing God is the foremost way of 
becoming aware of our lowliness before the great “i am.” Any 
attempt at making a self-promoting comparison is both the height 
of rebellion and an act of insanity.

Yet that didn’t hold back Lucifer in heaven from declaring 
that he would “be like the most High” (Isaiah 14:14), nor did it keep 
Eve from buying the lie that she could be as God (Genesis 3:5). 
Both self-oriented desires preceded and then brought about sin, 
first for some angelic beings, and afterward for all humanity.

Understanding and knowing God can only come about 
through the enablement of the Holy Spirit after a person is born 

again, which is also necessary for anyone to be able to meditate 
upon the truth of God’s Word.

As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he “ceased not 
to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 
That…the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheri-
tance in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power…” (Ephesians 1:15-19).

John the beloved adds, “And we know that the Son of God 
is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5:20, 

emphasis added).
Those verses and many more refute the 

lie of the Contemplative Movement that 
is gaining followers within the church. 
Although Isaiah 1:18 declares “Come let 
us reason together…”, their claim is that 
we cannot know God through our rea-
son but only through a mystical experi-
ence. The list of influential professing 
Christians who promote some aspect of 
this error is huge and increasing daily. It 
includes Richard Foster and his Renovaré 
ministry, Beth Moore, John Piper, Rick 
and Kay Warren, Max Lucado, Larry 
Crabb, the late Dallas Willard, Brian 
MacLaren, Tony Campolo, and many, 
many more. The meditative approach 
they advocate stems from the practices of 
the Roman Catholic Desert Fathers, and 
is clearly rooted in Eastern mysticism, 
the goal of which is to merge with God. 
It is also at the heart of the religion of the 
Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:4).

As we noted, the Word of God exhorts 
us to meditate upon what God Himself has 
communicated to us. That’s the only way 
we as believers can know Him better and 

grow stronger in our relationship with Him. How else can we truly 
love Him with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength, and all 
our mind except we immerse ourselves in His Word (Luke 10:27)?

He proclaims, “I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth….”

In getting to know His character, we meditate upon the numer-
ous verses in which He exercises lovingkindness. Psalms 143:8: 
“Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee 
do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; 
for I lift up my soul unto thee.” We study the different ways He 
executes judgment and learn that His judgments are always righ-
teous. John 7:24: “Judge not according to the appearance, but 
judge righteous judgment.”

“But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkind-
ness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord.”

Finally, in meditating upon what God Himself has commu-
nicated, we find that that joyful activity not only increases our 
understanding and knowledge of Him, but it delights the One 
“who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords” (1 Timothy 6:15). “And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent” (John 17:3).

TBC

Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful.

But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.

And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall 
not wither; and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.

—Psalm 1:1-3
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Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S
Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 

or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Question: I have heard the terms “easy believism” and “carnal 
Christianity,” with the first applying to the way some people 
“come to Christ” and the second, I suspect, to apply to what 
they actually become when they respond to a false, “easy” gos-
pel. Would you please comment?
Response: The best way to deal with these questions is to examine 
Paul’s testimony with respect to the Christians in the Greek city of 
Corinth. Paul spent more time in Corinth, evangelizing and teaching, 
than he did in any other place. That the church at Corinth was com-
posed of genuine born-again Christians there can be no doubt. First 
of all, we have the testimony of the Lord himself, who, speaking to 
Paul in a vision told him to remain there for an extended period of 
time (it became 18 months), promised him special protection, and 
explained why: “For I have much people in this city” (Acts 18:9-11).

Second, we also have the testimony of Paul, who, in his epistles 
to the Corinthians, declares that the members of the church at Corinth 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, and calls them saints. Never does he 
suggest that they are not true Christians, that they made a false deci-
sion, or as a result of their sin have fallen away and are now lost.

 Yet at the time Paul wrote to them, in many ways the Corin-
thians were a disgrace to Christ. Likewise were the Galatians, of 
whom Paul wrote, “...I travail in birth again until Christ be formed 
in you…for I stand in doubt of you” (Galatians 4:19-20). Was their 
problem that they had made a false decision and were not Chris-
tians at all? Though Paul expresses his doubts, it seems to be for 
the purpose of shocking them and reasoning with them, for he 
certainly treats them as true Christians, though confused by the 
Judaizers of that era, concerning faith and works, and having little 
understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit to produce godliness.

Indeed, most of the epistles were written to correct errors that 
had already come into the early church, much of it doctrinal but also 
much of it involving all manner of fleshly (yes, carnal) conduct that 
was a reproach upon the Lord. Beware then of taking a simplistic 
approach to the failures of professing Christians today that explain 
it all in terms of unscriptural evangelistic methods (e.g., “easy 
believism”) and deny that they are saved at all on the basis of their 
carnality. True, a false gospel is in many instances being preached, 
and there are false methods that produce false converts who are a 
plague in the church. Yet we dare not deny that “the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh” (Galatians 5:17). This 
is as true today as it was in the first century and will continue to be 
true of every Christian until the redemption of our bodies!

Nor do I encourage Christians to live fleshly lives by acknowl-
edging that it is possible, but, like Paul, exhort them to turn from 
their carnality. Paul exhorts the Galatians, “Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” So it must be possible for a 
real Christian not to walk in the Spirit but in fact to fulfill the lust of 
the flesh, or Paul would not have needed to make such an exhorta-
tion—an exhortation that is just as applicable to us today. And what 
does Paul call those who, rather than walking in the Spirit, fulfill 
the lust of the flesh or walk according to the flesh (2 Corinthians 10:2)? 
He calls them carnal. And since he also acknowledges that they are 
Christians, they must therefore be that which many people today 
deny can even exist: that is, carnal Christians!

To what, then, does Paul attribute the Corinthians’ horrible 
condition? Was it poor evangelistic methods? No, Paul said that 
the problem with the Corinthians was that they were walking after 
the flesh instead of being led of the Spirit. Again, they were car-
nal Christians! “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal…. For ye are yet carnal…. Are ye not 

carnal, and walk as men?” (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)
Now, the difficulty in understanding the above is that many peo-

ple associate certain false beliefs with the idea that a Christian can be 
carnal. They call carnal Christians the product of something called 
“easy believism,” which is not true. Easy believism denies the Lord-
ship of Christ—it makes Him Savior but not Lord, by teaching that 
He will save us from our sins but not become Lord of our lives and 
require anything in return, and it does not produce Christians at all.

Finally, if you respond to all this by saying, “The carnal Chris-
tian heresy denies that the Lordship of Christ is found in every true 
believer” I believe you are confused. I believe that a Christian is 
either led of the Spirit or the flesh, that he is either spiritual or car-
nal; but I do not deny that Christ must be Lord. Paul, who called the 
Corinthians carnal, did not deny the Lordship of Christ.

Therefore, earnestly fight the denial that Christ is Lord, but don’t 
confuse it with the biblical teaching that a Christian can be carnal! 

Question: I started a study on the “bride of Christ” and am 
very bothered as to why Christians use the term! Since the pri-
mary example of the church is “the body of Christ,” how can 
the Lord’s very own body be feminine when He is masculine? 
To be fair, how could a person not steeped in religious tradition 
ever get the idea that we are the bride of Christ?
Response: If the church is not the bride and thus the wife of Christ, 
then who is? To whom (if not the church) do such verses as the 
following refer: “for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife hath made herself ready” (Revelation 19:7), and “the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come…. Surely I come quickly. Amen.… Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:17, 20)? If the bride here is not 
the bride of Christ, why would she be longing for His return; and 
whose bride is she if not His? She is called the bride because she 
has not yet been married to Him.

John the Baptist said of Christ, “...he that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom” (John 3:29). The bride, clearly, belongs to Christ and 
will be married to Him in heaven (Revelation 19:7-9). Who else is 
in heaven at this time to be married to Christ except the saints of 
all ages who have been caught up to heaven at the Rapture? That 
the bride is composed of such saints is clear, for she is “arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white” and the “fine linen is the righteousness 
of saints” (verse 8). Is it not the church that is expecting Christ and 
longing to be taken to His Father’s house in heaven (John 14:2-3)? 
That promise is for none other.

That the church is the body of Christ (Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 
12:27; Ephesians 4:12; Colossians 1:18), as you admit, is all the more 
reason to believe that it is also His bride. Man and woman, when 
married, become “one flesh” (Ephesians 5:31). In the very next verse 
Paul writes, “This (being one flesh) is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church.” As the wife is with her hus-
band, so the church is one flesh with Christ. This entire passage 
(Ephesians 5:22-33) is about the relationship of husband and wife and 
it is likened to Christ and His church.

You say that Christ’s body “can’t be feminine when He is mas-
culine.” You are separating Christ from His body. The “one flesh” 
that husband and wife become is neither male nor female but some-
thing new comprising both of them—a “mystery.” So the body of 
Christ of which He is the head consists of Christ and His bride. 
It cannot be separated from Him but is neither male nor female. 
Indeed, because of our union with Christ in one body, Paul writes 
that in the church “there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).
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To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

L E T T E R S

Dear TBC,
It’s a sad statement about our society that those who have 

problems have to pay someone exorbitant amounts just to get 
them to listen to their problems. These are the kind of issues 
that people used to talk over with their best friends and find 
themselves feeling better after “getting it off their chests.” Unfor-
tunately, today most folks don’t have a friend that they consider 
trustworthy enough to discuss their problems with and so they 
have to pay these so-called “experts.”

Pastors—stick to the Bible, as it contains all that’s necessary 
to solve any problem man may have. Anything else is man’s 
poor substitute for the wisdom of God’s Word—or did God leave 
Christians hanging for 1800 years without any help until god-
less men could come up with psychology and psychiatry? When 
I first became a Christian over 44 years ago, I thought Dobson 
had some good ideas, but now that I’ve spent enough time in the 
Bible to see how man-centered his ideas are, I realize that despite 
his Christian camouflage he’s just a slightly less objectionable 
charlatan pushing the faux science of psychology with a candy 
coating of Christian terminology. CH (email)

Dear TBC,
It seems that many of those who have spent years at seminary 

studying man’s thoughts about God’s Word are the majority of 
those that climb aboard the Calvinist bandwagon. Dave Hunt, 
who has studied the Bible since his childhood, was not steeped in 

man’s interpretation of what they have decided God said in His 
Word. The Word that is to make us wise unto salvation, and that 
without a seminary or academic degree. I was first introduced 
to Calvinism, when I returned to college after a career changing 
injury, by a professor who was renting a room from me.

He was highly intellectual, but I found more Godly wisdom 
in the one that led me to Jesus, who knew his Bible well though 
he lacked man’s “higher” education, than I ever saw in this Ph.D. 
The same universities and seminaries where Higher Criticism 
caught on, which denied much of the Bible’s Divine inspiration, 
are the sources of the push for Calvinism. Calvin himself was 
a product of this “higher” education, where he focused initially 
on philosophy, then as a lawyer with a heavy humanist persua-
sion and at Catholic institutions. His awe of Augustine has its 
roots in this education in Catholic institutions. Many of Calvin’s 
actions in Geneva demonstrate the “fruit” of man’s ideas towards 
what they believe God really intended. It’s my belief that the 
Holy Spirit is fully capable of showing me what God’s will is and 
how to understand what’s written in his Word. Thank you for this 
book, Dave, giving words to the belief that I’ve had since God 
made me a new creation. I look forward to meeting you when 
God brings me into His presence. CH (email)

Dear TBC,
I was pleased to see a sound explanation of the pre-tribula-

tion rapture of the church to finally put all these growing false 
teachings to rest. That being said, I can see how easy it is to 
misunderstand the Scriptures in this area, and I thank Dave Hunt 
and you for clarifying it for myself as well. I worry about the 
majority, though, because it is a fast-growing heresy and it will 
cause many to “Sin today and repent tomorrow,” thinking they 
will have to go all the way through some or all of the tribula-
tion before being caught up (raptured). I believe this trend against 
the rapture is causing such fear in people that it opens them up 
to many other false and new-age teachings…. For too long, the 
church has not been the fellowship of the body of believers but 
a public place for sinners under the roof of profit because no one 
has been instructed well and they simply think they can bring 
persons into a service to let the teacher “convert” them.

This is not correct. Not only has the enemy been let in, but 
they are running things! Here I speak of enemies of Christ, not 
those who seek Him. Surely, we are close to seeing the Lord, and 
my heart is heavy for those who are deceived by every wind of 
false doctrine that abounds today. I am thankful for your work, 
and my prayer is that it will continue unhindered through the pro-
tection of the Lord at all times. KE (email)

QUOTABLE 
“Just when we think we are not being tempted, that is the 

time of danger, and so it is with the church. We lean back on 
our laurels and say, ‘That may be true of some churches, but it 
is not true of us. We are increased with goods and have need of 
nothing!’ (see Rev. 3:17). This is to remind us that we must fight for 
what we have. Our little field of God’s planting must have the 
necessary weapons and plenty of watchmen out there to drive off 
the crows....We must keep our field healthy, and the only way to 
do that is to keep true to the Word of God. We must constantly go 
back to the grass roots and get the Word into the church.”

—A. W. Tozer

T B C  N O T E S

Circle the Wagons!
One of the things we learned from our conference 

experience was the importance of biblical fellowship. We 
wanted to restore what we lost due to the Covid pandemic 
and we went about it in a very conservative way, numbers 
wise. Thanks to the generous financial support of our fellow 
Bereans, we were able to make the conference a no-cost 
attendance event that included free lunch and dinner meals. 
That greatly enhanced the fellowship as all the participants 
were able enjoy meals together throughout the conference. 
In summary, it couldn’t have worked out better!

It also reminded me of what Dave Hunt would declare 
from time to time as he would comment on the apostasy 
that was growing exponentially: “We believers need to 
circle our wagons with like-minded Bible believers!” 
That’s what Hebrews 10:25 is all about. “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.” Dave would then add, “As the 
day approaches, the circle may well grow smaller.”

We don’t have to let that happen. 
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 

and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
(Acts 2:42)

T. A. McMahon

Executive Director
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News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise 
in discerning the times from a biblical perspective.
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To order items from this newsletter or to see addi-
tional resources, visit store.thebereancall.org

DONATIONS
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on 
the belief that God will provide as we seek His 
face, so we do not make appeals for financial 
help. Although the ministry operates primar-
ily on donations, these are freewill and not 
solicited. Through the years, TBC has seen God “do 
exceeding abundantly above” all that was asked  
or thought.

CONTACTING US
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210
e-mail: tbcoffice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org
online store: store.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It 
is overseen by an independent board which has 
full and final authority over all corporate assets, 
personnel, and affairs. (10/22)

TRUSTEES PASS PRO-FREE SPEECH RESOLUTION

TheCollegeFix.com, 8/10/22, “UNC-Cha-
pel Hill Board of Trustees pass pro-free 
speech resolution” [Excerpts]: The Uni-
versity of North Carolina Board of Trustees 
unanimously adopted a resolution in favor 
of academic freedom and campus freedom 
of speech following a review of new stu-
dent survey, The Carolina Journal reported 
August 3. The resolution is in the agenda 
document.

“University of North Carolina at Cha-
pel Hill’s Tenure Policy affirms this com-
mitment [to freedom of inquiry by faculty] 
by acknowledging that ‘it is the policy of 
the University to maintain and encourage 
full freedom, within the law, of inquiry, 
discourse, teaching, research, and publi-
cation and to protect any member of the 
faculty against influences, from within 
or without the University, which would 
restrict the faculty member in the exer-
cise of these freedoms in his or her area of 
scholarly interest,’” the resolution stated.

The resolution also committed the uni-
versity to the Chicago Principles on free 
speech and the University of Chicago Kal-
ven Committee Report on the University’s 
Role in Political and Social Action, which 
“recognizes that the neutrality of the Uni-
versity on social and political issues ‘arises 
out of respect for free inquiry and the 
obligation to cherish a diversity of view-
points.’”

The principles also affirm “‘a heavy 
presumption against the university taking 
collective action or expressing opinions on 
the political and social issues of the day...’” 
Liberal students felt the most comfortable 
sharing their view, but a greater share of 
conservatives felt “uncomfortable giving 
honest opinions in class....”

(https://bit.ly/3TJR1TI)

ISRAEL: FRIENDS, FRENEMIES AND WORSE

StrategyPage.com, 7/19/22, “Israel: Friends, 
Frenemies and Worse” [Excerpts]: [On July 
15] the American president left Saudi Ara-
bia after a four-day visit to the Middle 
East that involved meeting with Israeli, 
Palestinian and Saudi leaders.

Hours after the American president left 
Israel, Hamas in Gaza launched two rocket 
attacks, each with two rockets on targets 
in southern Israel. One of the rockets was 
intercepted because it was headed for a 
residential area while the other three were 

ignored by Iron Dome because they were 
headed for open ground. Early on the 16th, 
Israel responded by using ground-pene-
trating bombs to destroy an underground 
Hamas rocket component storage bunker. 
This was obvious because of the large sec-
ondary explosion caused by sixteen tons of 
explosives and rocket propellants stored 
there detonating. The loss of this mate-
rial will reduce Hamas production of new 
rockets for a while.

Iran assists in smuggling in rocket 
components.

(https://bit.ly/3RCxtzn)

FLOOD BURIED DINOSAURS WITH A BANG

ICR.org, 12/7/20, “Flood Buried Dino-
saurs with a Bang” [Excerpts]: Scientists 
from the University of Bath have found that 
dinosaurs were thriving up to the end of the 
Cretaceous. This discovery conflicts with 
earlier claims that dinosaurs were declin-
ing in number towards the top of the Cre-
taceous System. However, these findings 
fit the predictions from a global Flood sce-
nario.

Publishing in Royal Society Open 
Science, the paleontological team from 
Great Britain used statistical methods to 
analyze available dinosaur fossil data. They 
determined that dinosaurs were flourishing 
on every continent right up to the K-Pg 
boundary. The team found no sign of a 
decline in numbers or diversity. Dinosaurs 
just suddenly disappeared at the K-Pg.

Dinosaur fossils are found in rocks 
from the Late Triassic System through the 
end of the Cretaceous System. The reason 
why dinosaurs seemingly went “extinct” 
has been a mystery to secular scientists. 
Many have tried to link it to an asteroid 
impact, to volcanic activity, or to disease. 
But no solution seems to satisfy the data or 
the secular community.

“[We] don’t really have enough data 
to know either way what would have hap-
pened to the dinosaurs,” [Author] Bonsor 
said. “Instead we’ve shown that there is no 
strong evidence for them dying out, and that 
the only way to know for sure is to fill in the 
gaps in the fossil record,” added Bonsor.

The global Flood also answers why 
dinosaurs were still alive and flourishing 
until the end of the Cretaceous. At that 
moment in the Flood, they were likely try-
ing to stay on the highest ground available 
as waters encroached closer, week by week.

(https://bit.ly/3qdGItF)
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Choice Gleanings 2023 -  
Daily Devotional Pocket Planner
Gospel Folio Press—Now the Choice Gleanings 
devotional calendar is also available as a conve-
nient pocket planner! Contains the same devotions 
as the desk and wall calendar but is small enough 
to fit into your purse or pocket! Features include: 
Month at a glance • Daily readings • Page per day 
• Inspiring devotional • Appointment & to do list 
• A twelve-hour (eight a.m. - eight p.m.) appoint-

ment schedule • Durable semi-exposed wire-o binding (will open flat) 
• Dimensions: 4.0 x 7.0 in.
CA04	 AVAILABLE NOW — NO BACK ORDERS!	 wt .5    $10.00

Choice Gleanings 2023 -  
Large Print Journal
Gospel Folio Press—Enjoy Choice Gleanings 
as a year-long journal! Along with daily verses 
to take you through the Bible in a year, you will 
gain insight and comfort from the devotional 
messages. Ample space is included to record 
your notes and prayers every day of the week! 
Features include: Month at a glance • Daily 
readings • Inspiring devotional • Appointment 

& to do list • Durable semi-exposed wire-o binding (will open flat) • 
Dimensions: 6.0 x 8.5 in.
CA03	 AVAILABLE NOW — NO BACK ORDERS!	 wt 1.2    $14.00

NEW!  2023 CHOICE GLEANINGS  CALENDARS, JOURNAL, AND PLANNER

2023 Gospel of Peace - Wall Calendar
Bible Truth Publishers—This beautiful, high-quality, appointment 
calendar provides large-print Bible verses with a different scenic 
picture for each month. Great for you to enjoy or give to your loved 
ones. Available in three formats—daily and monthly Bible verses, 
monthly Bible verses, and a gospel verse calendar designed to wit-
ness to the unbelievers in your life. Features include: Previous 
and next month at a glance • major US and CAN holidays • Day-
light Savings Times marked • 26 pages • Dimensions: 11 x 8.5 in.

CA05  Daily and monthly Bible Verses (for believers)  wt .3    $4.00
CA06	 Monthly Bible Verses (for believers)	 wt .3    $4.00
CA07	 Monthly Gospel Verses (for evangelism)	 wt .3    $4.00

A perennial favorite—with KJV scriptures, inspirational quotes, and a daily 
reading plan to encourage you in the New Year! Order now, limited stock available!

Gospel Folio Press—With the uncertainties of the future as we enter another new 
year, it’s a blessing to know there is a “lighthouse” to guide us through the stormy 
seas of life. Contributors to this beloved devotional calendar have prayerfully 
submitted their thoughts on God’s Word, providing light to our pathway and 
comfort and guidance for each day. Choice Gleanings (originally named The 
Remembrancer) has been bringing inspiration and encouragement to Christians 
since 1940! Now available as a wall calendar or spiral bound for use on a desk, 
table, or windowsill.

CA01	 Wall-style Calendar - Available now (no back orders)	 wt 1.0    $11.00
CA02	 Desk-style Calendar - Available now (no back orders)	 wt .6    $11.00

1
2

NOTE: Calendar images 
differ slightly from actual 
product. Inside details 
(shown right) have been 
reduced in size.

NEW! NEW! 

1

NOTE: Choice Gleanings products are available only for a limited time. Order now before they’re out of stock—no back orders!

2

NEW!  SCRIPTURE CALENDARS  WITH DAILY OR MONTHLY BIBLE VERSES

DAILY 
CALENDAR

ACTUAL 
TEXT SIZE

Buy 5+ calendars for 30% off — $2.80 each!

NEW! 
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Once in Christ, 
In Christ Forever
MacDonald—More than 100 
biblical reasons a true believer 
cannot be lost. Only Christian-
ity offers a Savior. And only the 

Christian gospel guarantees every believer a 
place in the Father’s house, because salvation 
is of the Lord. In spite of this, many Christians 
are plagued with doubts on this very subject. 
Gospel Folio Press, 208 pp.
B00437	 wt .5    SALE  $10.00

What Is the Most Important 
Thing God Asks of Us?
Benjamin—The sum and the 
substance of everything that God 
has said is simply to love Him. 
This has been, and will continue 

to be, the central issue of life. Hence, loving 
the Lord is the essence of the indispensable 
characteristic of a person’s relationship with 
God. The Christian life consists of our love 
for the One who is our life––Christ. 48 pp.
B00344	 wt .2     $4.50

If You Bite and 
Devour One Another
Strauch—If You Bite & Devour 
One Another is the only book of 
its kind, examining all the bibli-
cal passages on conflict and out-

lining key scriptural principles for handling 
various kinds of conflicts among Christians. 
Lewis & Roth, 177 pp.
B83315	 wt .6    SALE  $10.00

An Urgent Call to a 
Serious Faith
Hunt—Throughout Scripture 
we are counseled to live at all 
times with the understanding 
that life on this earth is very 
brief and that it is followed 

by an eternal existence of either indescribable 
bliss in God’s presence or unbearable agony in 
separation from Him. A new heaven and a new 
earth, inhabited by a new race—descended 
from a new “Adam,” Jesus Christ Himself—is 
God’s purpose. It is staggering to contemplate! 
This “prophetic alarm” for the bride of Christ 
will awaken your spirit to the reality of God’s 
purpose and plan for mankind—and will 
renew your passion to plug into God’s plan of 
repentance, redemption, and restoration of all 
things. The Berean Call, 254 pp.
B00339	 wt .9    SALE  $10.00

The Disciple’s Manual
MacDonald—The Disciple’s 
Manual is pure, undiluted 
Christianity. What every dis-
ciple is called to is as radical 
as it comes. For more than 
half a century, practicing and 
proclaiming biblical disciple-

ship has been the author’s heart-beat. This is 
that life’s ministry captured for you in a book. 
Hundreds of practical helps on key issues: The 
Challenge of Personal Evangelism • Keep 
Yourself Pure • Your Daily Time with Jesus • 
One-On-One Discipleship, and much more! 
Gospel Folio Press, 427 pp.
B01860	 wt 1.3     SALE  12.00

My Heart, My Life, My All
MacDonald—Every moment, 
every dollar, every talent given 
to us, if squandered on our-
selves, will end up in the fire, 
evaporating before our eyes. 
But the same resources offered 

to the Lord in the name of Christ will be 
accepted by the God of heaven as a fragrant 
reminder of His Son’s great sacrifice. But how 
do we come to that point of commitment? This 
book gives the happy secret of the life on fire 
for God. Gospel Folio Press, 199 pp.
B00445	 wt .6    SALE  $12.00

Now That Is Amazing Grace
MacDonald—Amazing grace! 
These words of an eighteenth-
century slave trader (John 
Newton), redeemed by that 
grace, have a message for our 
day. But what is so amazing 

about that grace? William MacDonald shares 
with the reader a fine and thorough definition 
of God’s love toward the sinner and salvation 
by His grace. Gospel Folio Press, 108 pp.
B80970	 wt .3    SALE  $5.00

Paths to Power
Tozer—Paths to Power takes you 
on a journey toward receiving 
the power that God intends for 
His people. The path leads to the 
biblical directions for obtaining 

that power through the Holy Spirit. Moody 
Publishers, 64 pp.
B01903	 wt .1    SALE  $5.00

Halloween, Paganism, 
and the Bible

Hodge—Throughout 
the United States, Hal-
loween, along with 
its variants across the 
world, has become 

one of the most popu-
lar unofficial “holidays.” 

Department store lines are filled with people 
buying candy, costumes, and decorations. 
But what does Halloween actually celebrate? 
Bodie Hodge addresses the origin and pur-
pose of Halloween, while showing its roots in 
Paganism dating back to times before Christ 
and potentially prior to the dispersion at the 
Tower of Babel. Throughout this powerful 
teaching, Bodie continually looks to what 
the Bible says about the topics as he reflects 
on how we as Christians should respond. 
Answers in Genesis, 1 DVD, 61 min.
DVD364	 wt .2    SALE  $10.00

A Biblical & Historical 
Look at Halloween Booklet
Hodge—When did modern-day 
Halloween get started? What is 
the original source for Halloween? 
What are the evils of modern-day 

Halloween and what can a Christian do? Find 
the answers to these questions and more, in this 
concise booklet! Answers in Genesis, 23 pp.
TR208	 wt .1     $1.00

The Pumpkin That Caught 
Geese — Gospel Tract pack
Bible Truth Publishers—An 
intriguing story about a hunter who 
solves his geese problem with a 

clever trick. The story ties in the Gospel and 
warns readers of “...the most serious death-
trap of all. It is called SIN.” Intended for ages 
9 and up. Full-color, 3 pp.
TR207	 10 tracts included!	 wt .1     $1.25

The Facts on Halloween
Ankerberg/Weldon/Burroughs—“Trick or treat!” Every Halloween, kids set out to 
gather as many goodies as they possibly can, acting out practices they know little 
about. Whether through trick-or-treating in the neighborhood or dressing up in 
scary costumes for school, children learn about witches and ghosts, gruesome 
rituals, and the occult. The authors answer such questions as When and where did 
Halloween originate? • Is Halloween different today than it was a generation or two 

ago? This concise booklet will help you make an informed judgment about the history and impact 
of Halloween and guide you in deciding how to approach it. Harvest House Publishers, 89 pp.
B22197	 wt .2    SALE  $5.00

HALLOWEEN RESOURCES  FOR EVANGELISM AND DISCERNMENT

READING MATERIALS TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 
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Buy 5+ calendars for 30% off — $2.80 each!

2023 Gospel of Peace Wall Calendar
Bible Truth Publishers—This beautiful, high-quality, 
appointment calendar provides large-print Bible verses 
with a different scenic picture for each month. Great 
for you to enjoy or give to your loved ones. Features 
include: Previous and next month at a glance • major 
US and CAN holidays • Daylight Savings Times 
marked • 26 pages • Dimensions: 11 x 8.5 in.
CA06	 wt .3    $4.00Featuring Monthly  

Bible Verses

SAMPLE TEXTNEW! 

MORE 2023 
CALENDARS INSIDE!

Daily journals, planners, 
and more—see page 6


