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How to “Bible Study”
T. A. McMahon

WE ARE CLEARLY in a day that majors in fulfilling the proph-
ecy of 2 Timothy 4:3-4. “For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

Examples abound. Many churches that profess to be Bible-
believing fellowships do not live up to their claims. They say they 
believe in the inerrancy, the authority, and the sufficiency of the 
Word of God. However, in practice they have mixed what God 
has said with the so-called wisdom of mankind. Here’s how that 
plays out, starting with the sufficiency of the Scriptures.

The evangelical church is a major referral source for the men-
tal health community. More often than not, Christians dealing 
with mental and emotional problems are referred to psychologi-
cal counselors by their pastors, especially to so-called Christian 
psychologists. This is a field that attempts to integrate secular psy-
chological concepts with biblical teachings. As I mentioned last 
month, the foundational concepts are drawn from the theories of 
Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Abraham Maslow, Carl Rogers, and 
to them we could add Karen Horney, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, and 
many of their disciples. All such theories are antichrist at best.

Yet, even if those men and women had something of value 
to offer (which they don’t) to supplement the Bible, that supple-
mentation in itself would be a denial of the sufficiency of the 
Scriptures. Does the Bible claim that it is sufficient? Absolutely.

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3).

Then there’s 2 Timothy 3:15-17: “And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.”

Consider just these four verses to which dozens more could 
be added. God has communicated in His Word “all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness….” The “all things” includes 
the “knowledge of Him,” as well as that which is “able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
Again, the Scriptures are “given by inspiration of God.” They are 
God-breathed, meaning they are His words, not mankind’s. When 
His instructions are obeyed, they are “profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Whether we use “throughly” or “thoroughly” with the word 
“perfect,” Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines them for us: “Fully; 
entirely; completely. Finished; complete; consummate; not defec-
tive. Having all that is requisite to its nature and kind.”

When God had the Israelites make the tabernacle and all its 
related components, its execution was carried out by those filled 
with the Spirit of God (Exodus 35:31) and gifted in all manner of 
workmanship, and the material they had was sufficient for all the 
work to be done. They weren’t left to their own artistic expres-
sions! How much more so, then, would be the content of His 
Word that “pertain[s] to life and godliness”? What did He omit 
that fallen and sinful man would need to supply?

One of the major reasons why pastors look to psychological 
counselors to “assist” the Scriptures is their own ignorance of psy-
chotherapy. Many assume the practice is scientific. That is a myth. 
The National Science Foundation (not exactly a friend of bibli-
cal Christianity!) subsidized a 3-year study involving 80 eminent 
scholars in order to ascertain the scientific validity of psychother-
apy and concluded: “I think, by this time, it should be utterly and 
finally clear that psychology cannot be a coherent science....” Fur-
thermore, psychotherapy claims to address and solve all the issues 
of life—in direct opposition to the instructions of the Word of God.

What then of the authority of the Bible, which many pastors 
and believers profess to believe? Too often that belief, like the 
purported belief in the Bible’s sufficiency, doesn’t hold up. If 
one turns from the Scriptures to other sources in order to remedy 
their mental, emotional, behavioral, or spiritual problems, then 
those other sources become the person’s authority, not the Word 
of God. That being the case, claiming to believe in the inerrancy 
of Scripture is meaningless.

Tragically, that is the state of Christianity today as the proph-
ecy of 2 Timothy 4:3-4 declares. So exactly how does “not endur-
ing sound doctrine” come about? In many ways—some of them 
are quite subtle, others rather blatant. Some Christians don’t even 
bother to bring their Bibles or Bible apps to church. They rely 
on the pastor to read the verses for them, which often constitutes 
“spoon feeding” and hardly promotes biblical discernment or 
maturity. Topical preaching, in contrast to expository preaching 
(verse by verse), too often allows a pastor’s sermon to avoid diffi-
cult or controversial passages. That usually takes place when the 
verses address subjects such as the role of women in the church 
or homosexuality. Topical sermons also have a way of deviating 
from what God is saying, which may lead to popular social views 
that may influence the preacher.

How then should we go about establishing, or in some cases, 
re-establishing sound doctrine? The solution is not complex. 
Simply read the Word of God and do what it says! One can’t 
do what the Bible says without having read what it says. I’m of 
course addressing this to those who have been born again by the 
Holy Spirit of God, because no one can effectively do what God’s 
Word says without being enabled by the Holy Spirit. That is true 
without exception.

There are, however, numerous ways to study the Bible. As a 
recommendation, here’s how I have been studying God’s Word 
for four decades, in which I include things I highly suggest (see 
as well September 2022’s message “Meditating upon the Word 
of God”—https://bit.ly/3rtlOHo) and stay away from things I 
believe need to be avoided.

[to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11“[The Bereans] . . .  searched the scriptures daily, 
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I thoroughly enjoy group Bible studies. I take part in one 
almost daily. That is what I love to do when the opportunity pres-
ents itself. The Bible study procedure I follow is always the same 
in the studies in which I participate. It begins with each person 
reading a verse or a few verses in the chapter of a specified book 
of the Scriptures. Typically, that begins with the first verse of the 
chapter and is read through to the end of the chapter. The idea is 
to keep in mind the context of the chapter as the study progresses. 
Once that takes place, the leader of the study begins reading a few 
verses from the beginning of the chapter in order to initiate the 
discussion.

The thought of leading a Bible study is intimidating for many 
people. It shouldn’t be! My first qualification for selecting a Bible 
study leader is: “Does the person know how to read?” Do you 
think I’m kidding? No! Nearly every Bible study I’ve been in 
has been made up of individuals with various levels of biblical 
knowledge and spiritual maturity. As the verses are read, the 
discussion is open to comments, questions, and to other verses 
helping to explain what the specific verse is saying.

From my perspective, a group Bible study is not a Bible class 
taught by a teacher. It’s more of a group discussion where any 
and all involved are encouraged to participate. Those with greater 
knowledge of the Scriptures can certainly add to the discussion, 
but then I’ve been greatly edified by very young believers through 
their comments and questions, as well as their spiritual insights. 
I’ve had years of experience with Dave Hunt in Bible studies, and 
he knew the Word of God better than anyone I’ve ever known. 
But interestingly, I don’t remember him ever dominating any of 
the studies as the teacher!

When a group Bible study is made up of born-again believers, 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, who will guide believers into 
all truth (John 16:13), is present within each of them. They are a 
Spirit-led resource that can be used for the edification of everyone 
involved, no matter what their level of maturity and knowledge 
may be. I certainly appreciate having those in a study who have 
years of experience in walking with the Lord and studying the 
Scriptures. Nevertheless, as I said, I’ve also been blessed by very 
young believers who are just learning the Word of God.

The group study also leaves opportunities to challenge 
some unbiblical ideas, no matter the maturity of the participant. 
That takes place by simply asking for biblical support for what 
someone is advocating. In other words, asking “Can you give me 
chapter and verse?” (from the Scriptures) is an important ques-
tion for maintaining a continual basis for biblical truth.

Sometimes we get caught up in the way the world thinks 
and does things, and we forget that putting biblical Christianity 
into practice is a miraculous endeavor. It’s not an exercise that’s 
dependent upon those with expertise, but it’s rather an endeavor 
empowered by the Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6).

I believe the main benefit of a group Bible study is to deter-
mine what God himself is communicating to those who have put 
their faith in Him. The theological term for that is “exegesis,” the 
goal of which is to understand and do what God himself has said. 
When a study drifts away from that purpose, eisegesis takes place, 
which involves an interpretation that expresses the interpreter’s 
own impressions or bias rather than the true meaning of the text.

There are a few things that relate to eisegesis that also occur 
in a Bible study that need to be avoided. There can be a tendency 
to focus on one’s feelings when trying to explain a verse, usually 
introduced by the question, “How do you feel about that verse?” 
In truth, one’s personal feelings about a verse have no bearing on 
discerning the truth of it.

Some Bible studies use books that have been produced in order 
to help the participants get involved in the study. Unfortunately, 
they often contain directions that lead the group into subjective 
responses such as feelings, imaginings, dreams, and so forth, that 

deviate from the objective truth that God has communicated. A 
typical example of this is when the Bible study participant is 
instructed to imagine oneself as a specific Bible character and 
how he or she would deal with a certain situation.

The Bible is God’s communication to humanity. Other than 
His prophets transcribing what He, our infinite God, has commu-
nicated, the Scriptures include no input from finite individuals. 
That would be speculation at best, which simply constitutes the 
guesses and other erroneous ideas from the minds of the par-
ticipants. However, the Scriptures do encourage extrapolation, 
which involves finding verses that help to explain or support a 
certain verse. For example, many verses declare that only one 
God exists. “Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his 
redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; 
and beside me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6). Yet, Colossians 2:9 
declares that Jesus is God, as well as do many other verses. “For 
in Him [Jesus] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
This clearly reveals that Jesus is God. So, either Isaiah 44:6 is 
mistaken and there are two Gods, or there is only one God con-
sisting of two Persons.

By including the Holy Spirit, Scripture further explains that 
indeed there is only one God, and He consists of three Persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. “But when the Comforter [the 
Holy Spirit] is come, whom I [Jesus] will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, He shall testify of Me” (John 15:26). Through the help of 
other Scriptures (i.e., extrapolation), we can see that the Word of 
God is self-authenticating. In other words, Scripture itself is the 
best interpreter of Scripture.

Bible studies are the antidote for the consequences of 2 
Timothy 4:3-4. They are the remedy for “not enduring sound 
doctrine.” Moreover, they can supply that which the Scriptures 
declare every believer needs, as is stated in Acts 2:42: “And 
they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” They assembled 
together (Hebrews 10:25). They continued steadfastly in biblical 
teachings and instructions, i.e., doctrine. In our times, fellowship 
often leads to the sharing of meals together and/or remembering 
what Christ accomplished for us through His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Bible studies also feature prayer, praying that the 
Holy Spirit will quicken the Word in the participants’ hearts so 
that they might be doers of what is read and not hearers only. 
That’s a great way to begin the study. Additionally, one of the 
major blessings of the Bible studies in which I’ve been involved 
included praying for one another at the close of the study. Hear-
ing the needs of a brother or sister in Christ who requests prayer 
and then praying for him or her is a wonderful way to draw closer 
to each other in the love of Jesus.

As you might suspect, the most frequent request we get from 
readers of TBC is to help them find a church that preaches the 
Word of God. I’m sure there are “7,000” that remain steadfast and 
true to God’s Word. The problem is, however, connecting those in 
need of a church within a specified area with a solid church. There 
may not be one within a reasonable distance. We also know from 
the Bible that as the apostasy increases, the number of churches 
faithful to God’s Word will decline. What can we do?

Although either attending or starting a Bible study is not 
the ideal solution, it does supply many qualities that will help a 
believer to grow in the Lord as well as provide opportunities to 
minister to fellow Bible-believing Christians. As the Lord draws 
closer to His return and the times of apostasy seem to overwhelm 
us, my prayer is that we will seek the fellowship we all need, “not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

TBC
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Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S
Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 

or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Question: If the Roman Catholic bishops are not the apostles’ 
successors, then who holds that position?
Response: The answer is clear from the commission Christ gave 
the apostles after His resurrection as He sent them into all the 
world: “Go ye therefore, and teach [disciple] all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:19-20).

The apostles were to make disciples through the gospel. And 
all those who believed on Christ and were baptized were to be 
taught to obey everything that Christ had taught the original 
disciples. That, of course, meant that the new disciples were to 
go and make other disciples, baptize them, and teach them to 
observe everything Christ had commanded the original disciples.

If we would obey Christ there is no way to escape the fact that 
every true Christian is a successor of the original apostles and is 
authorized and empowered by the Holy Spirit to do everything 
that Christ commanded, taught, and empowered the original dis-
ciples to do. Every Christian must necessarily be the “disciple of 
a disciple,” and so forth all the way back to the original disciples!

There is no elite class in the body of Christ who alone can 
perform baptisms or preside over the communion of the bread 
and wine in remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for our 
sins, etc. The church is not divided into clergy and laity; we are 
all brothers and sisters in Christ.

Question: Are some people born straight and others gay?
Response: Although the new Catechism of the Catholic Church 
condemns homosexuality as “grave depravity…contrary to the 
natural law…and Sacred Scripture,” it also says that its “psycho-
logical genesis remains largely unexplained,” thereby implying that 
homosexuality is not a sin but a psychological problem requiring a 
psychological solution. Denying moral accountability, the Catholic 
Church states that homosexuals do not “choose their homosexual 
condition…[and] must be accepted with respect, compassion, and 
sensitivity.” Thus the implication that “people are born gay.”

That no one is born a homosexual (or transgender) can be eas-
ily proved. If that were the case, then God “must have made them 
that way.” Therefore, as many homosexuals insist, homosexual-
ity would not be sin but perfectly natural.

This view must be false, for (as the Catechism itself admits) the 
Bible condemns homosexuality as an abominable sin: “Thou shalt 
not lie with mankind, as with womankind…both of them…shall 
surely be put to death” (Leviticus 18:22; 20:13). How could God be so 
opposed to homosexuality if He created the genes that caused it?

Nor is the condemnation of homosexuality only for Jews 
under the Old Covenant. It is restated to Christians in the New 
Testament. Romans 1:24-32 says that homosexuals and lesbi-
ans “dishonor their own bodies between themselves” (v. 24) and 
engage in “vile affections,” which are “against nature.” Even 
those who reject the Bible and believe in evolution must come to 
the same conclusion. If evolution were true, being “born homo-
sexual” might possibly occur, but it would require a specific foul-
up in the DNA mechanism and would be extremely rare. That 
DNA abnormalities of the precise nature to cause homosexuality 
could repeatedly occur by chance in millions of people of every 
generation all over the world is preposterous! Evolution would 
quickly eliminate homosexuality since it works against survival 
of the race (homosexuals/lesbians don’t reproduce).

Thus in the secular world, homosexuality has always been 

called a “crime against nature.” Those who engage in homosexu-
ality do so out of choice against both their genes and conscience 
and can stop by choice as well. That homosexuals now have a 
favored status, wield great power, and have politicians catering to 
them to get their votes can only destroy a society.

Homosexuality is a choice and not something in the genes; 
this can be seen in the fact that its prevalence among Catholic 
clergy is at least 10 times greater than in the general populace. 
Obviously, chance cosmic rays didn’t zero in on Catholic priests 
and nuns to make them homosexuals! The cause is the unnatural 
and unbiblical rule of celibacy, forbidding normal sexual rela-
tions provided by marriage, combined with being cloistered 
together with those of the same sex.

In spite of the widespread sexual abuse of minors by so many 
Catholic priests, a scandal that has rocked the Church in recent 
years, the pope and Church hierarchy are determined to retain the 
rule of celibacy. Yet many priests, bishops, and even popes openly 
had lovers in the early years of the Church. Some popes proudly 
presided over the marriages of their children in Saint Peter’s in 
Rome. The rule of celibacy was enforced later to prevent the 
wealth that priests and especially bishops and popes accumulated 
from being bequeathed to heirs and thus leaving the Church.

Homosexuality is a sin that results from yielding to tempta-
tion. The likelihood is heightened where circumstances prevent 
normal sexual relationships and is further compounded when 
conscience is dulled by the lie that homosexuality is natural and 
normal to some people. That pernicious lie is promoted through 
movies, videos, music, and the media in general and is taught in 
public schools under government sponsorship. The approximately 
50 percent reduction in life expectancy of homosexuals, transgen-
ders, and lesbians, along with the spread of AIDS and other STDs 
should be sufficient to make this practice abhorrent to all.

Question: What does it mean to “test the spirits” according 
to 1 John 4:1-3?
Response: The usual interpretation has a would-be exorcist 
demanding of an evil spirit (apparently in possession of a victim) 
whether Christ has come in the flesh. However, this scripture has 
nothing to do with exorcism or conversing with evil spirits, but 
with identifying false prophets and their false teaching. Already 
in John’s day there were “many false prophets,” and John is 
declaring that false prophets are inspired by deceiving spirits.

In 1 Kings 22:22, such a spirit is given permission by God to 
be “a lying spirit in the mouths” of Israel’s prophets: one spirit 
speaks falsely through four hundred prophets to deceive King 
Ahab (“there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to 
work wickedness”—21:25) in order to bring about his death in 
fulfillment of the true prophecy by Elijah.

At issue is an important doctrine: that Jesus Christ has come 
once and for all in the flesh, fulfilling His mission in one life 
on earth, one sacrifice on the cross, and one resurrection. Thus 
two related false teachings are refuted: reincarnation and transub-
stantiation. The body of flesh that Christ took (“a body hast thou 
prepared [for] me” —Hebrews 10:5) was transformed by resur-
rection power, not exchanged for another through reincarnation.

He came in the flesh once for all time when He was born as a 
babe in Bethlehem; He does not come again and again in the flesh 
as priests transmute bread into His body. A lying spirit authored 
both of these deceitful doctrines, which are among the “doctrines 
of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1) popular today.
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To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

L E T T E R S

Dear TBC,
Modern day Israel is a secular state, not a kingdom governed 

by the law of God. It’s from the machinations of men, who think 
to usurp eternal kingdom promises (wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness) to God’s saints, here in this temporal age. This is a spurious 
regathering for the purpose of deception. LB (email)

Dear TBC,
I’m still trusting in Jesus even though I’m still struggling put-

ting groceries in the refrigerator, and paying bills. I’m a single 
mother. Like many others, I lost my job as a social worker because 
I declined the vaccine. I declined because of my pre-existing 
health condition (Lupus) and Heart disease. I was denied my med-
ical/religious exemption from Forsyth Hospital. I’m waitressing 
but not making nearly enough to make ends meet. My husband is 
in heaven with God. Both of my sons are autistic, so they require 
a lot from me. Every month is a struggle, a battle to not end up on 
the streets. I can’t be homeless with two young children. BUT I 
HAVE FAITH GOD WILL PROVIDE. He has this far. Thank you 
Jesus. I BELIEVE. Faith over fear! Anon. (email)

Dear TBC,
[Concerning the video “The Rise and Spread of Psychother-

apy” by Dr. Martin Bobgan, see—https://bit.ly/3fj6URd]
I graduated in Psych Ed from (then) BIOLA College in 1973. It 

is interesting to hear it mentioned in this video because at the time 
I graduated I had come to the conclusion that psychology was a 

competing belief system which is dangerous to the body of Christ. 
It stultifies the guilt natural to sin and “cures” it through rational-
izations and projections, preferring the techniques of eastern mysti-
cism to confession and forgiveness before God. BIOLA was one of 
the premier “Bible colleges” of that day, yet even then I would have 
characterized it as a decent secular college with a “religious” tone 
to it. It hasn’t gotten any more biblical since then in my opinion….

The main reasons I became a devout “atheist” to psychology’s 
god while getting my degree was that it showed itself to be a 
house of cards based on the self and mutual congratulatory opin-
ions of the practitioners. I went into the major for lack of vision 
to do anything else (read: LAZY). As far as I could deduce, most 
all of my fellow students took the major under the self-inflicted 
illusion that they could be of “help” to benighted souls when in 
reality it appeared that they were trying to define their own exis-
tence in some way through it rather than knowing who God is and 
how He sees us. They became “self healing physicians” doomed 
to failure. CC (email)

Dear TBC,
[Concerning] your book What Love Is This?, I began to read 

it with greater interest because I was being introduced to Calvin-
ism. My Bible is sufficient to know God and to walk with Him. 
I am not a Calvinist. I am just a sinner wanting to grow in faith 
through His word. Jesus died for me. JF (email)

Dear TBC,
How do you argue with a person who does not know the defi-

nition of a very simple word like ALL or WHOSOEVER? Then 
they ADD to Scripture the interpretation that the all or whosoever 
is ONLY the ELECT! Utter nonsense!

Calvinists have accepted for doctrines the interpretations of 
heretics like John Calvin over what the Bible plainly says. This 
causes them to FORCE an interpretation even in the face of verses 
that clearly contradict their doctrinal positions that are more than 
clear on the subject. John Calvin was one of the biggest heretics 
to walk the earth since Christ went back to heaven. RD (email)

Dear TBC,
[Concerning the video “Beyond Seduction” Part One — The 

New Age, see—https://bit.ly/3xZ9wdp]
I have lived through most of the stuff that Dave is describing. 

Thank goodness I was raised in the very “Deep South” and had 
the fundamentals instilled at a young age. Nonetheless, I did dab-
ble in some of those drugs and the TM movement. They didn’t 
care much for me and the Southern Baptist stuff was incompat-
ible with their delusions. Anon. (email)

QUOTABLE 
“To enable us, when the answer to our prayer doesn’t come 

at once, to combine quiet patience and joyful confidence in our 
persevering prayers, we must specially try to understand the two 
words in which our Lord sets forth the character and conduct, not 
of the unjust judge, but of our God and Father toward those whom 
He allows to cry day and night to Him: ‘He is long-suffering over 
them; He will avenge them speedily.’ The blessing is all prepared; 
He is not only willing but most anxious to give them what they 
ask…. God will not delay one moment longer than is necessary; 
He will do all in His power to hasten and speed the answer.”

—Andrew MurrAy

T B C  N O T E S
Jesus Wept

John 11:35 is a rather perplexing verse. It, along with 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 (“Rejoice evermore.”) are the short-
est verses in the Bible. Why did Jesus weep? He certainly 
knew that He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead. 
That verse has impressed itself on my heart of late because 
I have recently attended a number of funerals and memo-
rial services of my brothers in Christ. Compounding my 
grief was my ministering to their widows. I wept. Why?

I was as assured as I could be that my brothers were 
with the Lord. I had good reasons to “Rejoice evermore.” 
Yet it was a struggle. Why? I believe the answer is found 
in verse 33: “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and 
the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in 
the spirit, and was troubled….” Jesus wept.

Death, which is the consequence of sin, causes 
separation that in turn produces grief. It was never the 
intention of our loving God and Creator. He wept. Yes, we 
can rejoice evermore. But we should also mourn with and 
minister to the widows through their loss.

t. A. McMAhon

executive director

TBC: *Our purpose in this section is to simply show what 
kind of feedback we receive. We may respond to some of 
them in private whether or not we agree with their views.
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News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise 
in discerning the times from a biblical perspective.

N E W S WAT C H

S H I P P I N G  R A T E S  &  O P T I O N S

T H E  B E R E A N  C A L L

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest 
method, delivers in 7 - 21 days.
$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class 
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street 
address required.)
If you require a specific shipping method, or want 
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the 
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual 
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to 
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your 
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less, 
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping 
charges are more, we will contact you.
First pound is $15, each additional 
pound is $5
Example: a 10-pound package is $15 (first pound) 
+ $45 (9 additional pounds) = $60
We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes 
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.
If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the 
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or 
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You 
may also choose to receive a refund by check or 
specify that the difference be used as a donation.

Founder: Dave Hunt
President & Executive Director: T. A. McMahon

TBC ONLINE
To receive The Berean Call by email or to access our 
online archives, please go to www.thebereancall.org
To order items from this newsletter or to see addi-
tional resources, visit store.thebereancall.org

DONATIONS
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on 
the belief that God will provide as we seek His 
face, so we do not make appeals for financial 
help. Although the ministry operates primar-
ily on donations, these are freewill and not 
solicited. Through the years, TBC has seen God “do 
exceeding abundantly above” all that was asked  
or thought.

CONTACTING US
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210
e-mail: tbcoffice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org
online store: store.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It 
is overseen by an independent board which has 
full and final authority over all corporate assets, 
personnel, and affairs. (11/22)

THE MAGNIFICENT MARVELS OF SPACE

AnswersInGenesIs.orG, 9/25/22, “The MAG-
nIfIcenT MArvels of spAce” [excerpTs]: 
Stare up into the sky on a cloudless night, 
and you’ll see thousands of twinkling stars 
shining like tiny diamonds against the vel-
vet background of space.... Astronomers 
(scientists who study space) are constantly 
making new discoveries in our solar sys-
tem, some breathtakingly beautiful and 
others shockingly bizarre. The more we 
learn about our galaxy and its many mys-
teries, the more we marvel at our majestic, 
all-powerful God.

Studying the magnificent marvels of 
space reveals many mysteries about God’s 
cosmic creations. Unfortunately, many 
astronomers believe that what they see 
proves that our universe came into being 
without God’s help. But God’s Word says, 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The same amaz-
ing things about space that scientists say 
prove evolution actually show us that only 
an intelligent Creator could bring about 
such wonders [that all work] together.

(https://bit.ly/3E1AiWD)

RESPONSIBLE STATECRAFT: LET IRAN BUILD NUKES

JIhAdwATch.orG, 9/19/22, “QuIncy InsTI-
TuTe for responsIble sTATecrAfT AnA-
lysT: leT IrAn buIld A nucleAr weApon” 
[excerpTs]: Iran should be allowed to build 
a nuclear weapon, according to the Quincy 
Institute for Responsible Statecraft’s new-
est hire, Roxane Farmanfarmaian.

Farmanfarmaian, a policy analyst who 
focuses on Iran, became a nonresident fel-
low at the isolationist think tank bankrolled 
by billionaires George Soros and Charles 
Koch. In a 2013 policy debate, Farman-
farmaian argued in favor of Iran building 
a nuclear bomb, saying the country would 
never use it to destroy Israel, even though 
the hardline regime has been threatening to 
do so for years and sponsors the top jihadist 
terrorists waging war on the Jewish state.

Farmanfarmaian joins a growing ros-
ter of Quincy Institute scholars who have 
pushed for increased engagement with 
Iran and promoted anti-Israel conspiracy 
theories from their perch at the think tank. 
This includes Trita Parsi, who formerly 
helmed the National Iranian American 
Council, a group accused of secretly lob-
bying on Iran’s behalf, and Stephen Walt, 
a longtime Israel critic who has pushed 
conspiracy theories about the Jewish state. 

Like many of her Quincy Institute col-
leagues, Farmanfarmaian has downplayed 
the threat posed by a nuclear-armed Iran 
and argued that Israel should learn to live 
with the threat of an Iranian bomb.

“If Iran was to bomb Israel, it would 
destroy Jerusalem, the third-holiest site 
in Islam,” Farmanfarmaian was quoted 
as saying during the debate, according to 
a press report published at the time. “It’s 
inconceivable that Iran would bomb Israel 
because it would isolate it....”

(https://bit.ly/3xX6giT)

FRESH DINOSAUR TRACKS REVIVE MYSTERIES

Icr.orG, 9/19/22, “fresh dInosAur TrAcks 
revIve rAnklInG MysTerIes” [excerpTs]: 
The University of California San Diego’s 
Droughts across north Texas dried the 
Paluxy River bed, famous for its dino-
saur footprints. Ordinarily, the dinosaur 
tracks lie buried beneath water-covered 
mud, but dry conditions enabled workers 
to remove the mire that had long covered 
them at Dinosaur Valley State Park near 
Glen Rose. Reports of the newly exposed 
tracks revive the thrill of discovery as well 
as mysteries about these tracks.

For example, why are there dinosaur 
tracks instead of ones from other animals?

Were these dinosaurs the only crea-
tures alive at that time? But that doesn’t 
square with fossil bone beds that preserve 
all kinds of creatures, including dino-
saurs, birds, mammals, and fish jumbled 
together. A track-making model based on 
Noah’s Flood could help. Flood waters 
may have washed out all the possible track 
makers except those from creatures that 
were strong swimmers.

How did any tracks get preserved at 
all? Tracks rarely get preserved today, 
and never in the same conditions that the 
Glen Rose Limestone shows. The sedi-
ment must have begun just soft enough to 
deform when a multi-ton creature walked 
on it. Then it must have hardened within 
hours or days—soon enough to keep 
waves, wind, other creatures’ footsteps, 
worms, and clams from obliterating the 
tracks. Then, long before vegetation could 
take root to disorganize the ground and its 
tracks, new waters brought fresh sediment 
to cover the tracks. What was the world 
like when it could meet these conditions? 
And why were they walking on limestone 
which is a marine deposit? This means the 
dinosaurs were walking in the ocean!

(https://bit.ly/3reEBGw)
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Beside Still Waters
Stagner—Devot iona l 
books are a wonderful 
way to connect with the 
Word of God on a daily 
basis. However, many 365-
day offerings provide little 
more than 60-second sound 
bites to sustain readers for 

brief reflection. So if you’ve been searching 
for a devotional reader that takes a deeper 
dive into the book of Psalms, then you’ve got 
a trustworthy guide in your hands. Regardless 
of what season of life you’re in, Beside Still 
Waters will revive your soul and sustain your 
spirit with timeless revelation and practical 
application as you walk day-by-day through 
the majestic and marvelous Book of Psalms. 
The Truth about God Publishing, 491 pp.
B05232 wt 2.0    $22.00  SALE  $20.00

My Candle
Decker—My Candle is a 
children’s devotional jour-
nal with daily challenges to 
encourage believing chil-
dren to let God’s light shine 
through their lives. This 
charming, soft-cover devo-
tional is spiral bound for 

easy use and includes a 366-day Bible reading 
schedule with related daily questions, weekly 
challenges, memorization opportunities and 
more! Can be used individually (roughly ages 
8-13, writing ability required) or in a family 
setting with younger children. The beautiful 
artwork contained in this book was done by 
a Russian artist who lives in the town where 
the Deckers served as missionaries. 256 pp, 
spiral bound, soft cover.
B00477 wt .9    $16.50  SALE  $15.00

Daily Light KJV 
 Devotional
Bagster—This t ime-
less work links passages 
from both the Old and 
New Testaments, help-
ing us to hear how all 
of God’s Word speaks 
in unison to the themes 

of our everyday lives. It offers two read-
ings per day and is ideal for a morning and 
evening devotional. Now in large print, 
this edition will enable many to continue 
to enjoy these popular selections of themed 
Bible verses. However, nothing can replace 
the regular daily reading of the Bible, as 
God has given it to us (Psalm 119:105). 
Bible Truth Publishers, 788 pp, soft cover.

B00013 wt 3.2    $18.00  SALE  $15.00

Super Giant Print Reference Bible 
(KJV)
Hendrickson Bibles—Read the Word of 
God with confidence and clarity! The 
brand-new King James Version Super 
Giant Print Reference Bible, with gener-
ous 17-point text size, is a readable choice 
for those who need a larger font. Competi-
tive pricing and many excellent features 
set this beautiful Bible apart, and make it 
a welcome addition to Hendrickson’s KJV 
Bibles line. Features include: 17-point text 
size • Words of Jesus in red • Family Tree 

page • End-of-verse cross-references • Dictionary and concordance of 
key words, people, places, and ideas • Full-color maps • Daily Bible 
Reading Plan • Key Bible Promises • Personal presentation page • 
Miracles and parables of the Old and New Testaments. Let the mag-
nificent language of the King James Version—which has stood the 
test of time for over 400 years—stand firm in your heart. This item is 
not returnable unless defective. Hendrickson Publishers, 1973 pp.

B70207 Imitation Leather • black wt 3.4    $35.50  SALE  $30.00

The Henry Morris Study Bible (KJV)
Morris—The Henry Morris Study Bible has been 
called “an invaluable tool for the defense of the 
Christian faith.” With more than 10,000 study 
notes, no other resource offers such a comprehen-
sive analysis of biblical creation and authority of 
Scripture as this one presents. This Bible features 
an easy-to-read 10-point font in a two-column 

format, with generously sized notes. 
Inside you will also find the Words 
of Christ in red, 22 appendices, full-
color maps, and a concordance. Both 
the leatherbound and hardcover edi-

tions feature a high-quality smyth-sewn binding designed for frequent 
use. The Henry Morris Study Bible is truly a one-of-a-kind resource 
with unique and comprehensive help for all who desire to study to 
show themselves “approved unto God.” This item is not returnable 
unless defective. Master Books, 2204 pp.

B16584 Leatherbound • black wt 4.7    $88.00  SALE  $55.00
B16942 Imitation Leather • brown wt 4.0    $55.00  SALE  $45.00
B16577 Casebound • blue wt 3.8    $37.50  SALE  $25.00

NEW! LARGE PRINT REFERENCE BIBLE  WITH GIANT 17-PT FONT!

APPLES OF GOLD  TBC DAILY DEVOTIONAL
The Berean Call—Although the original edition was bound in a spiral “flip” design for desktop use 
that blessed thousands of readers, many found the type size a bit too small for comfort. That edition is 
now out of print, so we’ve re-typeset the text and added a few more Scriptures in two new formats. A 
square 6x6-inch “gift” design, great for portability, with text approximately 125% larger than before; and 
an extra-large-print “landscape” edition that is a full 150% bigger than the original calendar. Both are 
ideal for gift-giving and personal use. Words “Fitly Spoken” from The Berean Call is a perpetual daily 
devotional, now in an easy-to-read paperback format with larger type size. Drawn from years of replies 

to reader inquiries, this handy “prescription” of Apples each day is strong medicine for protecting against 
“discernmentitis” (a diminished ability to test and prove all things according to God’s Word). Whether 
you’re at home or on the go, this daily reader begins to work exactly when and where you need—and can 
be used to mark each day of the month for any year to come!
B60736 6 x 6 - square trim (large print) - Retail $14.99 wt 1.0       $9.00
B60729 6 x 7.5 - landscape trim (extra large print) - Retail $17.99 wt 1.2     $12.00

TBC
Classic!

SALE! 
NEW! 

DEVOTIONAL READINGS  FOR THE COMING NEW YEAR

SALE! SALE! 
SALE! 
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SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION HELP  FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS ALIKE!

SAVE UP TO 30% ON THESE MATERIALS FOR KIDS!
God’s Wisdom for Little Boys
Jim & Elizabeth George—Imparting God’s 
wisdom to sons, grandsons, and any young 
boy today will help them become men of God 
tomorrow. Share with the little boy in your life 
the gift of God’s wisdom from Proverbs, and 
celebrate with him the character and traits of a 

godly man. With each turn of the page, parents and their children dis-
cover that God’s little boy is prayerful, thankful, kind, brave, truthful, 
and so much more! Harvest House Publishers, HB, 48 pp.
B03833 Ages 3-7 yrs wt .9    $15.00  SALE  $10.00

A Little Boy After God’s Own Heart
Jim & Elizabeth George—Jim and Elizabeth 
George share biblical truths in fun rhymes for little 
guys. The Georges offer growing boys encourage-
ment to: show God’s love when being a good friend, 
honor their parents by behaving well, practice 
patience as they help others—including brothers and 

sisters, demonstrate the Golden Rule by being generous, and more! The 
combination of charming paintings and easy-to-learn lessons will guide 
boys toward the heart of God and toward a life of godliness. Harvest House 
Publishers, HB, 32 pp.
B05827 Ages 2-6 yrs wt .8    $14.50  SALE  $10.00

Children’s Stories by Ryle
Ryle—Looked up to and loved by children in his congre-
gation, J. C. Ryle took their spiritual lives very seriously. 
Here is a collection of stories for children by this great 
communicator. J. C. Ryle encourages us to teach the 
whole Scripture to children and not just parts of it. This 
is also an interesting book for any who are involved with 
children at home or church. CF4Kids, 141 pp.

B16138 Ages 4-13 wt .2    $8.50

God’s Wisdom for Little Girls
George—Share with the little girl in your 
life the virtues and character qualities of 
being God’s child in this delightful rhyming 
adaptation of Proverbs 31. Elizabeth George 
emphasizes that there is more to being a 
girl than simply being sweet and nice. God 

desires for her to be helpful, confident, thoughtful, eager, prayerful, 
creative, cheerful, and kind—one of His little girls! Harvest House 
Publishers, HB, 48 pp.
B03737 Ages 3-7 yrs wt .9    $15.00  SALE  $10.00

A Little Girl After God’s Own Heart
George—Now the principles of Elizabeth 
George’s bestselling A Woman After God’s Own 
Heart are shared in sweet poetry for little girls. 
Elizabeth George shares the gift of pursing a 
heart filled with: love, gentleness, faithfulness, 
kindness, goodness, joy, and peace. With charm-
ing paintings and easy-to-learn rhymes, this is the 

perfect way to give a little girl the gift of knowing God and His love 
for her. Harvest House Publishers, HB, 32 pp.
B01458 Ages 2-6 yrs wt .8    $14.50  SALE  $10.00

Children’s Stories by Moody
Moody—A little girl makes up her mind to visit Presi-
dent Lincoln of the United States of America. Find out 
how you too can meet with someone truly great and 
powerful, the Lord God, through stories of children 
who have gone before. D. L. Moody’s collection of 
stories will thrill both boys and girls as they find out 
about children who lived a hundred years ago but who 

needed Jesus in the same way that we do. CF4Kids, 156 pp.
B15508 Ages 6-12 wt .3    $8.50

KJV SwordGrip Old 
Testament - Vol 1
Lynch/Woychuck—
This resource includes 
practical tools to help 
you memorize more 
than 80 key verses of 
the Old Testament, 

from Genesis to Psalms, in 28 weeks. 
With the flexibility to memorize 1, 2, or 
3 verses of varying length each week! 
Scripture Memory Fellowship, 60 pp.
B11455 Ages 7+    wt .7    $15.00
B11832 Teachers Guide  wt .1   $1.50

KJV SwordGrip Old 
Testament - Vol 2
Lynch/Woychuck—
This resource includes 
practical tools to help 
you memorize more 
than 80 key verses of 
the Old Testament, 

from Proverbs to Malachi, in 28 weeks. 
With the flexibility to memorize 1, 2, or 
3 verses of varying length each week! 
Scripture Memory Fellowship, 60 pp.
B11782 Ages 7+    wt .7    $15.00
B11832 Teachers Guide  wt .1   $1.50

KJV SwordGrip New Testament
Lynch/Woychuck—This resource includes useful tools to help 
you memorize 81 key verses from the entire New Testament in 
28 weeks. Gives the flexibility to memorize 1, 2, or 3 verses of 
varying length each week! Scripture Memory Fellowship, 60 pp.
B11560 Ages 7+ wt .7    $15.00
B11832 Teachers Guide wt .1   $1.50

SALE! SALE! 

SALE! 
SALE! 



Finding Biblical Fellowship
Kercher/Salas— The most com-
mon request that is received by the 
Berean Call staff is, “Can you help 
us find a good, solid church in our 
area?” Over the years, Dave Hunt 
and T. A. McMahon have written 
material in an effort to help believ-
ers look for and find a church fel-

lowship to which they can commit themselves and 
begin to use their gifts to minister to the saints. That, 
however, is getting increasingly difficult. More and 
more churches have become caught up in doctrinal 
error to the extent that the saints simply cannot com-
mit themselves to such leadership and teachings (2 
Timothy 4:3-4). That being said, this booklet is not 
intended to encourage those who are simply unwill-
ing to submit to any church authority or who are 
given to divisiveness. Our prayer is that this booklet 
will encourage you to “find biblical fellowship” that 
is operating according to the Scriptures rather than 
what has, for the most part, become the traditions of 
men. The Berean Call, 114 pp.
B04696 wt .4    SALE  $5.50
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