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concerning End Times events, including Christ’s “catching up” of the saints? Does it really
matter what one believes about the Rapture in these increasingly perilous times? Last
Days doctrines should indeed impact the direction and focus of our daily Christian walk —
encouraging and equipping us to “redeem the time.” The Berean Call.

CD159 4 audio CDs — retail $16.99 wt.4  $15.00
MP3159 1 MP3 audio CD — retail $12.99 wt.3 $12.50
B60712 *FREE paperback with purchase of CD or MP3 — $#250 wt.8 FREE*

ABOUT THE BEREAN CALL

Seven years after publication of the controversial ground-breaking bestseller The Seduction of
Christianity in 1985, its authors, Dave Hunt and T. A. McMahon, joined forces on another front.
TBC was formed under the direction of Dave Hunt for the purpose of encouraging spiritual
discernment among those who regarded themselves not just as “evangelicals” but as biblical
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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acrs 17:11

Jesus Gets Tough...
Part One

T A. McMahon

When writing or even thinking about the
biblical Jesus, problems may arise. One of
them occurs when we focus on just one of
His attributes and lose sight of His many
others. This can give us a distorted view of
our Lord and Savior. It’s also possible for
us to not even consider a particular attribute
of His, which likewise can distort our true
understanding of His character as revealed
in Scripture. All of Christ’s attributes are
related, and, of course, they are all perfect
in every way. Moreover, Jesus is “the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews
13:8). He doesn’t change. So, what’s with
this title—"Jesus Gets Tough™?

Well, the title has to do primarily with
our reaction when we read that Jesus acted
or said something in a way that may startle
us. We’re surprised because we may not
have considered that particular charac-
teristic of our Lord although it is clearly
presented in Scripture. For example, He is
called the “Lamb of God,” and quite often
we see Him reflecting qualities of meekness
and gentleness, including the aspect of His
being the sacrificial “Lamb of God who
taketh away the sin of the world.” But in
contrast to that, He is also “the Lion of the
tribe of Juda” (Revelation 5:5). He appeared
to Joshua with sword in hand as “captain of
the host of the Lord” (Joshua 5:14).

At His Second Coming, He will lead an
army to rescue Israel from the nations that
desire to destroy it. No characteristics that
we think of as lamblike will be involved
in that scenario. Neither did He reflect the
characteristics of a lamb when He over-
turned the tables of the moneychangers in
the Temple. Yet He is and will forever be
the Lamb of God and the Lion of Judah
along with all that those titles imply. They
all are an indication of the perfect qualities
ofthe biblical Jesus. I emphasize the adjec-
tive “biblical” because it is only through
the Scriptures, through which Jesus Christ
has revealed Himself, that anyone can
know Him in truth. All other perspectives
are mostly what men think about Him.
Mormons perceive Him as a family man,
married to Mary Magdalene and Mary and
Martha. The PETA people say that He was
a vegetarian. The gays promote Him as
gay, and so on.

DAVE HUNT, FOUNDER -

But believers can also fall prey to a dis-
torted view of Jesus. We therefore need to
question ourselves as to where we are get-
ting our thoughts about Him. Is our under-
standing from the Word Himself, or from
man’s opinions, speculations, and even
“scholarship so-called”? If it’s the latter
group, then it’s certain that “another Jesus”
will be fashioned in our minds (2 Corinthians
11:4). He will be a counterfeit Jesus who
can benefit no one. A continual refrain from
the Emerging Church leaders, who desire
to “reinvent Christianity” to make it more
accommodating to our culture (particularly
to young adults), is “We love Jesus, but we
don’t like his church.”

You have to wonder what Jesus they’re
talking about. Even a cursory reading of
the Bible would show them that the church
is His bride (temporal flaws and all) who
will be taken to heaven when He returns
for her. Additionally, there are popular
movements, trends, and books that fea-
ture isolated characteristics of Jesus and
doctrines of the Word that distort a correct
biblical view. These include books such as
Rob Bell’s bestseller Love Wins and Bren-
nan Manning’s The Ragamuffin Gospel,
both of which take the doctrine of love
far beyond the teaching of Scripture—the
former in the heresy of universalism, the
latter implying that God, in His love, simply
winks at our sins.

Yet even we who have walked with Him
for many years, who love Him and desire
to please Him, can also fashion a distorted
view of Jesus if we major on a particular
attribute of His at the expense of others.
Understanding that a biblically balanced
view of Jesus is vital, we need to consider
one characteristic that seems to have been
intentionally dismissed—or at least pur-
posely avoided—in the church today. In
fact, in my more than three decades as a
believer, I don’t remember ever hearing a
sermon preached on the subject of Jesus
“getting tough” with His church.

To leave that characteristic out of our
understanding of Him will lead to problems
in our walk with Him. The gospels certainly
give us information regarding His sternness
with the Jewish religious leaders as Jesus
confronts their hypocrisy. The Lord also
offers a few rebukes directed at Peter and
the other apostles, whose inspired writings
became foundational for the developing
church. The Epistle to the Hebrews, how-
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ever, is the first book that indicates a rather
tough characteristic of Jesus for those who
are His own—who are, in fact, His bride:
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he whom
the father chasteneth not?” (Hebrews 12:6-7).

We’re given specific reasons for the
Lord’s discipline of those whom He loves:
it is “...for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10).
Nevertheless, it’s not until the Book of
Revelation that we see Christ in a lengthy
and very stern light regarding His bride.
John, the apostle beloved of Jesus, is taken
aback by the appearance of the One upon
whose breast he had rested his head when
Jesus dined with His disciples (John 21:20).

That former intimacy with Jesus seems
to have been lost in this startling vision of
his Savior:

And I turned to see the voice that spake with
me. And being turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot,
and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
His head and his hairs were white like wool,
as white as snow; and his eyes were as a
flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine
brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and
his voice as the sound of many waters. And
he had in his right hand seven stars: and out
ofhis mouth went a sharp twoedged sword:
and his countenance was as the sun shineth
in his strength. (Revelation 1:12-16)

We can’t know what was going through
John’s mind at seeing such an imposing
image of his Savior, but we do know his
reaction: And when I saw him, I fell at his
feet as dead...(v. 17).

Jesus could have appeared to His
beloved disciple as when John last saw
Him after His resurrection, but He chose
to send John (and us) a very different
message. I certainly don’t understand all
the symbolism involved, but one doesn’t
need to in order to come away with a very
sobering impression. His hair, His eyes,
and His feet all seem to represent purity
and the process of purification. The instru-
ment Jesus chose for His purifying process
is “a sharp twoedged sword.” That which
comes out of His mouth can only repre-
sent the “Sword of the Spirit,” His Word
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(Ephesians 6:17), which we learn in Hebrews
4:12is living and powerful and is a “discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

There is nothing timid about the symbol
that Jesus selected to represent His Word. A
sword is not only a weapon of war; it is also
used for clearing one’s path—for cutting
away that which would entangle and choke
out life; moreover, a surgeon’s “sword,”
the scalpel, can pierce one’s “joints and
marrow” to excise cancerous tumors. That
is how sin in one’s life must be dealt with.
The psalmist wrote, “Wherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to thy word” (Psalm
119:9). Jesus prayed to the Father that those
who follow Him would be set apart from
the world by Scripture: “Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John
17:17). That was our Lord’s prayer for the
disciples who walked with Him then, and it
is the same for those of us who follow Him
today. The first three chapters of Revelation
are quite unique in Scripture. In them we
see Jesus directly addressing, encourag-
ing, but mostly correcting the church. To
say that He “gets tough” with His bride
would hardly be an abuse of the text.

The churches to whom He was speak-
ing existed during the time that John wrote
Revelation and were located in the Roman
province of Asia, which is now modern-day
Turkey. Six of the churches were within 100
miles of each other; Laodicea, the furthest
south, was about 200 miles from the north-
ernmost church of Pergamos. None of those
churches exist today, although the problems
that Jesus raised can be seen throughout
church history.

William MacDonald, in his Believer's
Bible Commentary, gives an overview:
“Ephesus: The church of the first century
was generally praiseworthy, but it had
already left its first love. Smyrna: From
the first to the fourth century, the church
suffered persecution under the Roman
Emperors. Pergamos: During the fourth and
fifth centuries, Christianity was recognized
as an official religion through Constantine’s
patronage. Thyatira: From the sixth to
the fifteenth century, the Roman Catholic
Church largely held sway in Western Chris-
tendom until rocked by the Reformation.
In the East, the Orthodox Church ruled.
Sardis: The sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies were the Post-Reformation period.
The light of the Reformation soon became
dim. Philadelphia: During the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, there were mighty
revivals and great missionary movements.
Laodicea: The church of the last days is
pictured as lukewarm and apostate. It is
the church of liberalism and ecumenism.”

Such general observations ring true to
history, but they are not exclusive. One can
also see various aspects of the things Christ
addressed to the seven churches in local
assemblies throughout the world today. In
other words, the churches of Revelation
are alive and not so well (five of them at
least) wherever believers dwell together
today. Ephesus, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
and Laodicea all had issues that Jesus
wanted corrected. And He still wants this
in our own churches. As the text clearly
shows, these are not merely suggestions on
His part.

The church at Ephesus had many stand-
out qualities: good works, perseverance,
and critical discernment regarding doctrine
and leadership. Even so, Jesus takes the
fellowship to task regarding a very impor-
tant issue: “Nevertheless I have somewhat
against thee, because thou hath left thy first
love” (Revelation 2:4). We are not told exactly
how the believers came to lose their “first
love,” but we can get an idea from Scrip-
ture. Their good works, which should have
been a byproduct that grew out of their love
for Jesus, very likely took precedence over
the relationship the Ephesian believers had
with Him. The Apostle Paul’s admonition to
the Galatians seems applicable here: “Are
ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”
(Galatians 3:3). A believer’s love of the Lord
must be central to whatever he does. When
that begins to slip, what follows is an
automatic slide into efforts generated and
accommodated by the flesh. To whatever
degree the flesh has its way, to that degree
God’s grace is displaced. Our works need to
be “Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the LorD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

There’s little doubt that the church in
our day would be even more prone than the
Ephesians were to displace their love for
the Lord, considering that we have been so
influenced by the “self” teachings that have
entered the church: self-esteem, self-love,
self-worth, self-image, self-confidence, and
on and on to self-ad nauseam. Furthermore,
a preoccupation with self makes it difficult
to recognize and receive a stern correction.
We’ll see that clearly when we consider the
church of Laodicea.

The common refrain is ““You can’t mean
me!” because most of us have been condi-
tioned to think more highly of ourselves
than we ought (Romans 12:3). Moreover,
many Christians are of the opinion that
Jesus surely wouldn’t say or do anything
to lower a believer’s self-esteem. That’s
the Jesus of psychobabble and so-called
Christian psychology, who is a false Christ
fashioned by fleshly men. This is the Jesus

whom the world loves, who is all about
accommodating mankind, and who cer-
tainly doesn’t square with His Word. He is
especially foreign to the chapters of Rev-
elation that we are presently considering.

The consequence for the Ephesians,
who were drifting away from their “first
love” and who failed to repent of having
abandoned their focus on the Lord, would
be the removal of their “candlestick”:
“Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent” (Revelation 2:5).
There is no deep secret in the symbolism of
the candlestick. It represents quite simply
the light of Christ, who is the “Light of
the World,” i.e., the Word. The only way
for one’s love for Christ to increase is for
believers to grow in their personal relation-
ship with Him by the continual reading and
living out what the Word of God teaches.

Without that discipline, the love of
Christ, who is “a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path,” will inevitably wax
cold. And as that light dims, it follows that
a believer will have no basis for biblical
discernment and will therefore cease to
produce any spiritual fruit. Notice that Jesus
said, “I will come quickly, and will remove
thy candlestick....” One of the points I want
to emphasize here is the fact that it is Jesus
himself'who is correcting His church. He is
the one “getting tough” here.

There has been a tendency throughout
church history that continues today to deal
with biblical correction when it is pre-
sented by “shooting the messenger” rather
than heeding the message and repenting.
Although the messages have been true to
the Scriptures, a common ploy in rejecting
the message has been to dodge the convict-
ing biblical subject by diverting attention
to God’s less-than-perfect messengers,
who thus become vulnerable targets. But
that’s not the case with the Messenger to
the churches in the Book of Revelation.
Both He and His message are perfect and
cannot be subverted. Furthermore, Christ’s
strict admonitions have never been more
needful for His church to heed and make the
necessary corrections than they are today,
in this time of great spiritual delusion and
rampant apostasy to which His bride finds
herself more and more susceptible.

As this series continues through chapters
2 and 3 of Revelation, many will have to
come to grips with a characteristic of Jesus
of which they may not have been aware—
but it is imperative that we all know Him
and love Him as He is in truth.

TBC
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The word of God is His perfect message
to men. If that be spurned, He has noth-
ing more to say to them until they meet
Him in judgment. Wherever that word is
proclaimed, it puts those who hear it in
the place of responsibility such as they
never knew before. The light shines from
the word. If they refuse its testimony, they
prove that they love darkness rather than
light. That word contains all that is neces-
sary to show the way of life. Moses and the
prophets all spake of Him. But in the New
Testament we have the full-orbed revela-
tion of Him who has come in grace to seek
and to save the lost. He who believes finds
deliverance. He who turns away will perish
in his sins.

— H. A. Ironside
The Continual Burnt Offering

Q&A................................

QuEesTiON: We are trying to stand to
defend the faith and have come across
people believing in the evidence of gold
dust, jewels from heaven — stuff from the
Toronto guys ages ago. Is God limited in
the way he performs miracles today in
the modern era? If there is no example
in the Word, then basically it’s not from
the Holy Spirit but another spirit? Are
we “limiting” God by unbelief? Where
do we draw the line between these “new
miracles” and miracles mentioned in the
Scriptures? If we stick to the Word-based
miracles only—is that limiting God?

Response: We have had opportunity to see
these areas of concern close up and have
heard statements such as “touch not the
Lord’s anointed,” or “don’t quench the
Spirit with your unbelief.” This attitude is
one of the weaknesses of the Pentecostal,
or Charismatic, movement. According to
1 Thessalonians 5:21, we are to “prove
all things, hold fast that which is good.”
Since the Lord is not politically correct,
“all things” means “all things,” including
the things that are His. There is a direct
implication that the Lord is confident that
the things that are His will stand the test.
So, no, we do not limit the Lord by the
test. In fact, testing is what He commands.

Further, the signs and wonders move-
ment turns the biblical model upside
down. Too many are going from place
to place seeking to have an experience.
The biblical model shows us people who
were seeking God, who then, in turn, had
an experience.

Peter and John were not seeking an
experience as they “went up together
into the temple at the hour of prayer...”
(Acts 3:1). They sought God in prayer. It was
God who drew their attention to “a certain
man lame from his mother’s womb [who]
was carried [and] laid daily at the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask
alms of them that entered into the temple”
(v.2). We know the “experience” and oppor-
tunity created as the formerly lame man
entered “walking and leaping and prais-
ing God.” The experience was something
arranged and orchestrated by God, not by a
controlled setting, music, or other stimuli.

As you point out in your [full] letter,
there is no end of fraud that has been uncov-
ered. The “gold dust” falling from heaven
has sometimes been scientifically tested, as
in the case of Brazilian evangelist Sylvania
Machado. As Charisma magazine reported,
“John Arnott of the Toronto Airport Chris-
tian Fellowship (TACF) canceled a sched-
uled four-day appearance by Machado
after sending a sample of the flecks that
cascaded from her head on the first night
for testing. A geochemist at the University
of Toronto concluded the specks did not
contain any gold or platinum but were
some type of plastic film” (www.charismanews.
com/news.cgi?a=145&t=search.html, cited 5/7/01).

Satan always seeks to counterfeit the
genuine. When Aaron cast down his rod
before Pharaoh, it became a serpent. Pha-
raoh’s sorcerers, however, “....also did in
like manner with their enchantments. For
they cast down every man his rod, and they
became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed
up their rods” (Exodus 7:11-12). Up until the
sorceror’s serpents were swallowed, their
“feat” might have been convincing to some.

God’s servants are not validated by the
most amazing miracles. “To the law and
to the testimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no
light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). Some point to
Acts 16:20, which reads, “And they went
forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the
word with signs following.” Please note,
however, the “signs” confirmed the “word.”
The word remains the focus. There may
be all sorts of wonderful signs, but if the
word is deficient, the signs are of no value.

QuEesTioN: We’re asking for counsel on
the matter of biblical reproof. My first
inclination is to follow the admonition
in 2 Timothy 2:24-26 and 4:1-4. In
light of this what do you believe is
the appropriate response and action
to be taken when young believers are
living in error? Some of the issues
include friends who are living with their

boyfriends/girlfriends before marriage,
were pregnant before marriage, are
contemplating divorce and remarriage,
dating nonbelievers, going out on the
weekends and getting drunk at bars,
joining yoga sessions, getting involved
in psychology programs, fail to recognize
false gospels (Catholicism, Mormonism,
etc). Any advice on how to approach dear
friends and discuss these issues from
your experience would be appreciated.
We have lost friends over this.

ResponsE: You point to 2 Timothy 2:24-25,
which tells us, “And the servant of the Lord
must not strive; but be gentle to all men,
apt to teach, patient, in meekness instruct-
ing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to
the acknowledging of the truth.”

This approach is consistent throughout
Scripture. In Galatians 6:1-2, we read,
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault,
ye which are spiritual, restore such an
one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye
one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ.”

Even the verses speaking of conditions
approaching the last days do not depart from
this approach: “I charge you therefore before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
(2 Timothy 4:1-5). “Reproving,” “rebuking,”
and even “exhorting” must be done with
“great patience” and “instruction.” Bibli-
cal instruction does not hastily resort to
the rod. “Longsuffering” (godly patience)
should be our attitude towards those being
ministered to. Nevertheless, we preach.

Finally, Ecclesiastes 7:5 tells us, “It is
better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than
for a man to hear the song of fools.”

It is also important to remember that
though we may be initially rejected, that
doesn’t mean our words weren’t heard
or that the Lord has ceased working in
the lives of these individuals, as we pray.
For example, we recently heard from a
woman who related that in the mid-1970s
she had witnessed to her employers (a
husband and wife) and had been immedi-
ately fired. Nearly twenty years later they
contacted her to tell her that since then,
their family had gotten saved, and the man
was now a minister of the gospel. “And
let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not”
(Galatians 6:9). Well doing involves reprov-
ing, rebuking, and exhorting “with all
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:1-5).
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of the FAITH

BIBLICAL ANSWERS fo CHALLENGING QUESTIONS

Given Evidence and Reason, Why Faith?

UESTION: If evidence and reason are essential parts of faith, I don’t see why God should demand faith at all. Why
not give us the proof of everything? To have to take that step of faith seems unreasonable to me.

ESPONSE: The answer to your question is dictated by our own limitations, not because of some unreasonable demand
that God makes. In order for everything to be proved and reasoned out for us, we would have to be equal to God.
Obviously we are not: We are finite and God is infinite. We simply don’t have the capacity to understand everything
about God and His universe. Therefore, we need to trust Him when He tells us about things that we cannot fully

comprehend. That’s where faith comes in.

What we can understand of the universe and of our
accountability to God from reason and our conscience is suffi-
cient to point us in the right direction. Knowing on the basis of
the evidence that God exists, we ask Him to reveal Himself to
us and to show us His will for our lives. We are willing to trust
Him in whatever He tells us, even though we cannot under-
stand it all. We discover (as we shall see) that He has spoken
to us in the Bible, and very clearly and comprehensively.

Faith Reveals a Universe
Beyond Human Comprehension

True faith opens to us a knowledge of God and His truth
that we could not otherwise discover. Such is the value of
faith in God. Once we know Him and have confidence that
we are indeed hearing from Him, then we understand His
truth by believing what He says. As a result, we can know
and understand what would otherwise be impossible for us
to grasp. For example, the Bible declares:

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were
not made of things which do appear. (Hebrews 11:3)

These words, penned nearly two thousand years ago,
clearly tell us that the universe was made out of an invisible
substance. No one at that time nor during the many centuries
that followed had the scientific knowledge to provide the
evidence to support this statement. The proofhad to wait until
modern science had caught up with what the Bible had said
1,800 years earlier.

Today we know that the entire universe is composed of
an invisible substance called energy. In spite of the brilliant
advancements of science, however, though we know much

about energy, we still don’t know exactly what it is. Yet by
faith the believer knew all he needed to know: that God spoke
the universe into existence by His infinite power and that He
made it out of something that is invisible.

That these words are found in the Bible is one of many
reasons to believe it rather than any of the other scriptures
that are sacred to the world’s many religions. By contrast,
those scriptures, far from containing statements that science
can only confirm and never refute (as is the case with the
Bible), contain numerous ridiculous ideas that reflect the
level of understanding of mankind at the time and of the cul-
ture when and where they were written.

It was once believed that the earth was flat and was
supported on the back of a tortoise floating in a sea. The Greeks
thought that Atlas, a giant, held the universe in his arms. The
Egyptian account of creation involved gods (such as the sun
god, which was born on a flower), some of whom were part
animal and part human. Plato thought the world was a living
being and that earthquakes were caused when it shook itself.
The Bible, though written in the same time period and by men
who lived in these same cultures, is completely free of such
myths. Even the Qur’an, of far more recent origin, contains
Arabian myths. As it has often been pointed out:

The Bible is the only ancient book that is accurate in all
scientific details. Other ancient holy books from the East
include legends and errors too childish for consideration.
Even comparatively modern books like the Koran
abound in historical and chronological blunders.

There are many just a few of the many reasons for believing
that the Bible is, as it claims to be, God’s infallible Word.

— An excerpt from IN DEFENSE OF THE FAITH (pp. 25-27) by DAVE HUNT
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GORE VIDAL AND THE SKY GOD

R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR., CHRISTIAN PosT,
8/9/12: Gore VipAL AND THE SKY GobD
[ExcerpTs|—The death of author and con-
troversialist Gore Vidal brought an end to
one of America’s most gifted and flam-
boyantly offensive literary voices. For
decades, Vidal was one of America’s most
outrageous men of letters. His life was
marked by a long series of confrontations
and he died as one of the nation’s most
famous and infamous literary figures.

Like many in his literary generation,
Vidal was born to privilege, but suffered
from an unhappy childhood....His literary
talents were prodigious, though he scandal-
ized the elites early in his career by writing
a novel openly celebrating homosexuality.

Most of the media coverage after his
death dealt extensively with his homosex-
uality and radical politics. He claimed, for
example, that President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt knew in advance of Pearl Harbor
and that President George W. Bush knew
in advance of the September 11, 2001
attacks. Many also mentioned his antipa-
thy to Christianity.

But the true nature of Gore Vidal’s
theological protest was largely, if not
totally, missing from the national cover-
age. In his 1992 Lowell Lecture at Harvard
University, Vidal attacked not just Christi-
anity, but the very notion of monotheism.

In his essay, “Monotheism and its Dis-
contents,” based on the lecture at Harvard,
Vidal perceptively and blasphemously
blamed the existence of a binding sexual
morality on monotheism.

“The great unmentionable evil at the
center of our culture is monotheism,”
Vidal asserted, “From a barbaric Bronze
Age text known as the Old Testament,
three anti-human religions have evolved—
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. These
are sky-god religions.”

He went on to describe the “sky-god”
as patriarchal and jealous. “He requires
total obedience from everyone on earth,
as he is in place not just for one tribe but
for all creation.”

He claimed that America’s founders
were “not enthusiasts of the sky-god,”
but that devotees have had an inordinate
influence throughout most of the nation’s
history. “From the beginning, sky-godders
have always exerted great pressure in
our secular republic,” he argued. “Also,
evangelical ~ Christian  groups  have
traditionally drawn strength from the

suppressed.” He blamed the “sky-godders”
for “their innumerable taboos on sex,
alcohol, gambling.”

In one scathing paragraph, he pressed
his case: “Although many of the Christian
evangelists feel it necessary to convert
everyone on earth to their primitive reli-
gion, they have been prevented—so far—
from forcing others to worship as they do,
but they have forced—most tyrannically
and wickedly—their superstitions and
hatred upon all of us through the civil law
and through general prohibitions. So it is
upon that account that I now favor an all-
out war on the monotheists.”

Christians should pay close attention to
Gore Vidal’s argument, but the mainstream
media have almost uniformly ignored it.
The obituaries have celebrated his literary
gifts and noted his radical political ideas
and rejection of Christianity, but not his
call for “all-out war on the monotheists.”

DOMINIONIST LEADERS COME TOGETHER

Brian  TasamanN, Ricar WING WarcH,
7/27/12: RELIGIOUS RIGHT AND DOMINION-
IST LEADERS COME TOGETHER (AGAIN) FOR
“AmERICA FOR JESUS” [ExcErpTs[—Back
in February, we reported that pastor Anne
Gimenez was in the process of recreating
the 1980 Washington for Jesus rally, which
she led with her late husband, Bishop
John Gimenez. The new election-oriented
prayer rally, called America for Jesus,
is scheduled to be held in Philadelphia’s
Independence Mall in September and has
already received the endorsements of far-
right dominionists including Cindy Jacobs,
Lou Engle, Jim Garlow and Harry Jackson.
The latest solicitation mentions sup-
port from not only New Apostolic Ref-
ormation leaders like Che Ahn, Rick
Joyner, Chuck Pierce, Doug Stringer and
Barbara Yoder, but also from David Bar-
ton of WallBuilders, Tony Perkins of the
Family Research Council and Mat Staver
of Liberty Counsel. Even televangelists
Kenneth Copeland, Gordon Robertson
and John Hagee have endorsed the event.
In promotional materials, the event’s
organizers use language closely centered
around Seven Mountains dominionism,
which calls for conservative Christians
to take dominion over the seven spheres
of society: family; arts and entertain-
ment; business; education; religion and
the church; media; and government. They
also dabble in some Christian Nation
revisionist history, using two fake quotes
attributed to founding fathers George
Washington and James Madison.

RAMADAN-SO WHAT?

Dr. JERRY RANKIN, CHRISTIAN Post, 7/25/12:
RAaAMADAN—S0 WHaT? [EXCERPTS[—Most
Americans would be unaware that Rama-
dan, the Muslim month of fasting, [has
recently passed]. Many would only be
casually aware that this is one of the five
pillars of Islam; the date changes each
year due to the lunar calendar but faithful
adherents fast from dawn to dusk until the
month concludes....

Having studied Islam we were familiar
with this expression of piety but learned
much more regarding its practice during
the years we lived on the mission field.
In the more fanatical countries fasting
is compulsory though in most countries
allowances are made for foreigners and
non-Muslims. All do without food, but the
more devout don’t drink water and some
don’t even swallow their saliva.

It was intriguing to find, however,
that Muslims probably eat more during
the month than at any other time. Women
of the house arise in the early morning
hours to prepare a very elaborate break-
fast intended to provide nourishment
throughout the day. Then when the call to
evening prayer signals the breaking of the
fast, everyone hurries home to indulge in
what could be described, from our under-
standing, as a Thanksgiving Day dinner.
Not much gets done during Ramadan as
offices are open for only a few hours, no
one has the strength for much physical
labor, and it is easier to endure the denial
of food by sleeping through the afternoon.

While most Muslims may fast due to
mandatory legalism, it is still a time in
which they are seeking God and pray-
ing God would reveal Himself. That is
ironic since they have a fatalistic faith in
an impersonal God who is aloof and can-
not be known. But invariably God reveals
Himself to many Muslims around the
world during the month of Ramadan. In
fact, the final night of fasting is called the
“Night of Power” in which many will seek
God all night.

Testimonies are abundant of those who
have dreams and visions of Jesus appear-
ing to them and saying, “Follow Me.”
Others will be impressed to find some-
one with “the book” that tells the way
to eternal life. None of these revelations
are sufficient for salvation [TBC Empha-
sis] but they break down the barriers in
their heart, they lead to an inquisitiveness
to find out who Jesus is or to know what
the Bible says. Certainly, many may not
be sincere in their observing the fast and
saying perfunctory prayers, but many are.
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T. A.’s Speaking Schedule

Midwest Hebrew Ministries
Prophecy Conference
Arden Hills, MN
763-427-7162

Sep 15

Oct 13 Simple Truths Men’s Conference
Calvary Chapel Pasadena, CA

626-584-9992

Dec 3-5 21st Annual Pre-trib Study Group
Dallas/Ft Worth, TX

800-962-1022

Letlers - -evveerereeeeeen

Dear TBC Staff,

Greetings! Grace, peace, and mercy from
God our Father and Christ Jesus the Lord.
I wanted to express my appreciation for
the book donation. I absolutely devour the
monthly newsletters. Once I've read those |
pass them around to other professing believ-
ers and then to others who may or may not
be believers. So we get a lot of mileage out
of your works. The same will be true of
these most appreciated books. My prayer is
that you, individually and corporately, will
be blessed, as we are, through your gift of
kindness. RW (TX, prisoner)

TBC,

I think in two years, the Harbinger book
will be widely regarded as a wonderful
work equal to Hal Lindsey’s Late, Great
Planet Earth and Tim LaHaye and Jerry
Jenkins’s “Left Behind” series. The Berean
Call may still be around, but will never
recover from the fact it let McMahon pub-
lish his attack piece. Proverbs 16:18: “Pride
goeth before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall.” RT (email)

Hello,

I really appreciate your writing on the
anti-Christian doctrines of Roman Catholi-
cism. While some RCs may be Christian,
the Church teachings are anything but
Christian. This is perhaps the greatest mis-
sion field within our nation.

I am concerned that you have chosen
instead to attack Bible-believing Christians
who have a different non-essential biblical
view than you hold. Since Christians can
differ on non-essentials, then where is the
love for your brethren? SF (IN)

Dear Tom,

I very much appreciated your article
[posted on] the Bible Prophecy Blog
regarding The Harbinger. 1 had pre-warned
the interviewer at Prophecy in the News

regarding Jonathan Cahn’s claims...and
was so disappointed in how he was pre-
sented as if God had chosen him to bring
this “warning” to America. I agree that
America needed repentance for many years
prior to 9/11, but I believe [this book] was
a poor way to go about it—creating more
harm than good—but we were warned
that the “last days” would be like this. Mr.
Cahn’s assertions are definitely not “from
God.” Instead Mr. Cahn has led some astray
regarding the truths in God’s Word....
Thank you, along with Dave James, for
presenting the truth of the scriptures. Many
Christians and nonbelievers needed to hear
the truth. God bless you for your faithful
stand. EL (email)

Dear Dave and all,

Thank you for Countdown to the Second
Coming, which I recently purchased from
you. I think I am beginning to get the com-
ing events straightened out in my mind. I
appreciated a short book to tell it....I pray
for your ministry with a grateful heart for
the truth that has come to me. I’'m one of
the Catholics who found her way out. When
that happened I was guided by J. Vernon
McGee on radio. No matter what book he
was talking about, the same truths kept pop-
ping up and I was able to see what Jesus and
salvation were about. CR (WA)

Dear Berean Call Brethren,

Thank you all so much for all your hard
work done for the Lord Jesus and for His
lambs. He said to “feed my lambs” and
you are certainly doing that. Not to men-
tion instructing, correcting, and warning,
for which I praise our God and Saviour for
His goodness, mercy, and kindness. The
newsletter is wonderful and so encourag-
ing. I enjoy many hours of fellowship with
Dave and Tom through books, articles,
CDs, DVDs, and MP3s on my computer
and iPhone....Keep up the good work. The
Lord Jesus is coming back to get us soon.
I can almost hear the sound of the trumpet.
Come, Lord Jesus! NB (MD)

Dear Dave Hunt,

We want to thank you for your ministry
and your dedication for getting the truth
out through newsletters, books, and media.
Your diligence in study has been such a
blessing to us as a family throughout the
years since the 1980s/90s.

You are an inspiration by being a light
in the darkness! You have warned us of
heresies, cults, psychology, and doctrines of
evil. You have helped us so much in under-
standing reformed theology and prophecy.
Most of all you have encouraged us to be
Bereans by studying the Bible daily.

We appreciate you so much for loving
and serving the Lord and caring to get
the message out to the world. Words can-
not express how thankful we are. You are
truly a servant of our Lord and Savior!
D&IM (CA)

Dear Brother in Christ,

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank
you for the generous donation of books
that you sent to our facility....Your effort
to assist us in supplying the prisoners here
with educational Christian literature is a
true blessing, one which I’'m certain will
reap eternal rewards when we go home to
be with our Lord. So allow me to thank you
again and let you know that any donations
are welcome, as our chapel library is always
open for more Christian literature, and the
men here will read them. God bless you for
your desire to make these books available to
prisoners who are hungry for Godly insight.
DK (KS, prison chaplain)

Dear Brother Dave,

I have been a recipient of your news-
letters and a listener of your discussions
with T. A. for many years now. | have and
continue to recommend your teaching to
all  know. When I saw your new T"U.L.L.P.
book I immediately ordered four of them
because I knew I would be handing them
out to others. Notwithstanding that desire,
in the Berean spirit, I endeavored to read
it first before passing it out. I just finished
[the] book and want to thank you for this
marvelous resource.

When I was a Baby Believer, I was
exposed to...TULIP...by a pastor at our
large church. The Holy Spirit had given me
enough discernment at that time to smell a
dead fish. I knew this could not be right but
I did not have the Bible knowledge at the
time to counter it.

In the interim I have taken to lead a
men’s Bible study with a pastor friend of
mine and over the last 15 years I have been
in continual study of the Word (although I
am still a tentmaker). Everything I have
come to know about the Gospel during that
time and through today convinces me that
TULIP is false...nonsense. What I appre-
ciate about your book is that it provides a
concise listing of all the pertinent scriptures
and teaching to totally obliterate this...cor-
rosive doctrine.... BF (KS)

Dear Dave,

I just wanted to make a thankful com-
ment on a 7BC question on Matthew 18.
Your clarification of the real meaning was
very helpful....I am a Christian now for
32 years...and I have listened to quite a
number of sermons, with a considerable
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amount of them containing dubious or
questionable teachings. In case of the latter
I sometimes even had to leave the church
building because I was not able to listen to
what was being said any longer.

I nearly always approached the preacher/
speaker or the elders “in charge of” pastor-
ing the local church afterwards—either in
private...or by letter—and addressed the
points [that], according to my understand-
ing of God’s Word, had been wrong.

I always sensed somehow that this was
not the right way of handling such situa-
tions—at least not according to how God
wants such situations to be handled.

But this “sensing” was not strong enough
that I started to question this practice of
mine seriously, since it seemed to be firmly
rooted in Matthew 18:15-17.

Three months ago I was in such a situ-
ation again [and] according to my hitherto
practice, I first approached the leading
elder of the church where the sermon had
been held and expressed my astonishment
that the preacher had not been corrected. ...
There were [many] additional telephone
calls and emails [but, finally] I had to
recognize that I had been taking a false
approach all the time when dealing with
such situations.

Since the body of Christ as a whole is
“the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15),
corrections of false, misleading and entic-
ing teachings are to be uttered publicly, not
(never) in private with the rest of the body
of Christ not involved.

Your correction of the prevalent wrong
interpretation of Matthew 18:15-17 made
this very clear!

To stand up publicly in the midst (or at
least at the end) of a sermon in a service
requires real boldness, truthfulness, true
love of the Word of God...and really being
led by the Holy Spirit! AS (Austria)

Dear Mr. McMahon,

Thank you for writing your informative
article in 7BC's July 2012 issue, entitled
“Roman Catholics: The Neighborhood Mis-
sion Field.” For years, I’ve been puzzled as
to why some of my relatives are so deeply
committed to their Catholic churches, and
now I see why, thanks to your frank and
well-defined account of your own upbring-
ing and family’s influence on your indoctri-
nation into Catholicism. I was particularly
interested in the list of sacraments and what
they meant to Catholics, and how it’s con-
sidered a grave sin to know for certain that
you’re going to Heaven when you die. This
explains the hostility I’ve experienced from
Catholics, when I even suggest such a truth.

In closing, I’d like to acknowledge your
dedication to TBC, and your persistent use
of the many talents God blessed you with,
in order to make clear the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and, to expose and firmly abnegate
false doctrines of all kinds. I'm greatly
looking forward to reading the article on
John Calvin and his ties to Catholicism.
I’ve thought that there was a similarity, for
years, but never had anyone else confirm it
with me. Much appreciated, these interest-
ing articles in 7BC newsletter! NB (email)

Brothers in Christ,

I praise God for men like you. I am
referring to The Seduction of Christianity
[now out of print]. I know it is some 27
years since publication...but I have not
read anything like it! My former wife (who
passed in 2008) collected many Christian
authors over the years, and I have finally
been reading some selections in her library
(alousy attempt to explain the 27 years)....
After reading some worthy books on end-
time prophecy, I came across your book.

God has used all of you to open and
identify most of the confusing attacks on
the church that is destroying the very roots
of our wonderful path of salvation. I must
tell you that Seduction of Christianity was
the frosting on the cake. It brought together
all the fragmented pieces of Satan’s sneak
attacks. A wonderful and incredible research
effort, and I commend you both....

The effect your book has had is inexpli-
cable. I am refocused, and all that I have
learned in my “born again” 63 years, and the
sorrow in my heart for the way the church
is being “seduced” has influenced an even
greater desire to propagate more informa-
tion about what the Bible says....I pray the
protection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ be upon you, your families, and all
to whom you minister. JS (TX)

TBC,

While we may question TBC’s Armin-
ian leanings in terms of Predestination and
how the will of man intertwines, the latest
issue of the Berean Call [August 2012-Are We
Too Negative?”] 1S s0 on target as to point out
probably the most significant departure of
the evangelical church in America. What is
the most grieving is the response/criticism
of those who claim to follow the authority
of God’s Word while, at the same time,
ignore the many warnings, exhortations,
rebukes and exposures of serious and
willful neglect of these same “negative”
contents of Scripture for the reproof and
correction of the believer. This is one of
the most needed issues ever printed, and
so needed in the 21st century churches in
America. DK (email)

- TBC Notes

Save the Date!

Our family has received a number
of cards in the mail this summer
with bold headlines exhorting us
to “Save the Date.” If you are not
familiar with that phrase or how
it is used in context, the cards we
received announced upcoming
weddings and alerted us to mark the
dates on our calendar. These serve as
notifications that precede the official
wedding invitation in order to make
sure friends and family members
don’t make plans that might inter-
fere with a very special event. It’s
more than a great idea for me on
two accounts: 1) One came recently
from my youngest daughter and
her husband-to-be (so I couldn’t be
more thrilled), and 2) we are using
the concept to alert one-and-all to
next year’s TBC Conference (with
a slight difference).

We don’t have a date yet—but we
do have a month. We’re hoping for
mid-August 2013. We don’t have
our speakers yet, but we do have an
emphasis and a theme: Alerting and
Equipping the Upcoming Genera-
tion. In keeping with our newsletter
article series (A Generation Adrift)
we want everyone over the age of
30 to bring someone under the age
of 30. We offer a special discount
to everyone...it’s FREE. We don’t
charge for our conferences!

So, save the month...until we
have a date. When we lock one
down, we’ll get the word out through
emails and our newsletter.

T A. McMA4toN
ExEcuTiVE DIRECTOR
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WE'RE NOT LISTENING—AND YOU CANT MAKE US!

ANSWERING THE OBJECTIONS OF MODERN APOSTLES, PROPHETS, AND THEIR DEFENDERS —by Keith Gibson

as with their followers, one quickly encounters a problem.

They do not wish to listen. In fact, the “prophetic movement”
has developed an entire series of pat answers and knee-jerk reac-
tions to those raising concerns about their teachings that makes
any substantive dialogue on the actual issues themselves virtu-
ally impossible. Not only have modern prophets filled the church
with extra-biblical and unbiblical revelations and doctrines, lead-
ing many away from the pure faith, but they have also insulated
themselves from any correction by the larger body of Christ.
These straw-men arguments and red herrings...must be refuted
before any significant progress can be made on the larger issues.

IN DEALING with the new “apostles” and “prophets” as well

The Martyrdom Complex

Martyrdom is a powerful symbol in religion. The person
claiming martyr status becomes untouchable, unquestionable.
Further, it immediately positions the one doing the challenging
as evil, a Nazi, or worse.... I have noticed a similar trend among
many within the prophetic movement....To confront them, is to
persecute them.

Prophetess Victoria Boyson does this repeatedly. In two dif-
ferent prophetic messages (“The Religious Spirit that Seeks to
Convince Us It Is God” and “Warriors of Truth”) she claims that
those who “speak against” other Christians release demonic activ-
ity against their lives.

Or consider the words of Rick Joyner:

Two ministries go on continually before God’s throne:
One is the ministry of intercession, the other is accusation....
Satan...is called “the accuser of the brethren,” and we are told
that his ministry goes on “day and night” before the throne of
God (Rv. 12:10). How can Satan continue to accuse the saints
before God if he has been thrown out of heaven and no longer
has access to the throne? The answer: Satan uses the saints,
who do have access to the throne, to do this diabolical work
for him. (4 Prophetic Vision for the 21st Century, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1999, pp.38-39)

Moving past Joyner’s interesting speculation that it is actu-
ally through the words of Christians that Satan accuses the breth-
ren before the throne, the central point is obvious: any form of
criticism is the devil’s work.... Joyner deflects any and all criti-
cism by attributing it to satanically inspired persecution. In his
[“visionary”] book The Final Quest, upon seeing a vast army of
Christians under the control of the devil, Joyner hears the voice
of the Lord state, “This is Satan’s ultimate deception. His ultimate
power of destruction is released when he uses Christians to attack
one another.” [The result of all this] is that no meaningful dia-
logue can take place when one of the parties is playing the victim.
Even in the culture at large, victims get a pass.

The New Testament, however, does not support this assump-
tion that disagreeing with a teacher’s doctrine is tantamount to
persecuting them. There are numerous examples of the apostles
warning against false teachers and even at times calling them
out by name in order to protect the rest of the body—and this is
never equated with persecution (2 Tm 1:15, 17-18; 4:9, 14-15; 1 Cor 15;
3In9, etc.).

Appeal to Unity

Another common tactic employed by today’s prophets and
apostles is to accuse those who attempt to correct false doctrine of
being divisive, of sowing discord among the brothers. In his book
Overcoming Evil in the Last Days, Joyner impugns the motives
of those who would dare to be concerned about false teaching
creeping into the church: “Although this spirit usually comes in
the guise of protecting the sheep, the truth, or the Lord’s glory, it
is an evil, critical spirit that will always end up causing division
and destruction.”

Unity within the body is very important. Jesus prayed that we
may be one just as He and the Father are one. Paul makes a pow-
erful appeal for unity in Ephesians 4. It is a serious issue. But
biblical unity is a unity based on truth, not in opposition to it. The
Bible does not advocate peace at any price....

“You're a Pharisee!”

Joyner devotes an entire third of Overcoming Evil to the sub-
ject of the “religious spirit™:

The Lord had little trouble with demons while He walked
on earth. They quickly recognized His authority and begged
for mercy. It was the conservative, zealous, religious commu-
nity that immediately became His greatest enemy. Those who
were the most zealous for the Word of God crucified the Word
Himself when He became flesh to walk among them. The
same is still true [today]. (Destiny Image Publishers, 2003, pp. 133)

...Because Joyner mentions no names specifically, he can feel
that he is staying above the fray and is not guilty of the very thing
that he is condemning. In Joyner’s system, to stand squarely on
the truth of God’s Word is to be a Pharisee and a potential enemy
of God, even worse trouble than a demon....

The charge of being a Pharisee is extremely emotionally pow-
erful—for the Pharisees stand among the worst of the bad guys in
the NT. This is doubly true when it is combined with the rhetoric
that it was the Pharisees who killed Christ. Mike Bickle demon-
strates this attack well when he states, “It was the ones pressing
into biblical orthodoxy that murdered Christ.” So, to be passion-
ate about the truth is to be a Pharisee and a Christ-killer....

Were the Pharisees those who were biblically orthodox?...A
careful study of Scripture [reveals that] the problem with the
Pharisees is not that they held the Scriptures in too high esteem,
but rather they were perfectly willing to cancel them out in favor
of their own doctrines...(Mt 15:1-9, Jn 5:45-47).... The problem was
not their adherence to the Bible but rather their adherence to their
own doctrines, devised by men.... We see much the same thing
happening in the prophetic movement. We see a host of teachers
inventing new doctrines that are completely unsubstantiated by
Scripture and then presenting them as fact even if they contradict
the direct teachings of the Word of God.... It is not those who
cling to the revealed truth of God found in the Scripture who are
the true spiritual descendants of the Pharisees.

Selective Listening

Of course, another way to refuse to deal with those who raise
concerns about [false] teachings is simply to ignore them. In an
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interview with Charisma magazine, when asked about those who
have concerns about his false prophecies, doctrines, and involve-
ment with the Knights of Malta, Rick Joyner replied, “I’m not
going to listen to people I think aren’t legitimate leaders in the
body of Christ.”...Joyner [and countless others] have thus posi-
tioned [themselves] above correction.

Other prophets have taught that a prophet can only be cor-
rected by someone who also has [equal] or greater status. Since
most of the teachers in the evangelical and protestant world would
never claim to be prophets or apostles, this essentially means that
modern prophets are completely uncorrectable by the vast major-
ity of the church!

Demonize the Opposition

Another common strategy employed by the modern prophets
to deflect scrutiny away from their unbiblical teaching is to begin
to discuss some kind of demonic influence in the person raising
the concern.... This usually comes in the form of the “Jezebel
spirit,” the “religious spirit,” and “the accuser of the brethren.”
All of these entities are defined differently by the various proph-
ets, but it is certain that they are very bad. The religious spirit is
generally applied to anyone who attempts to ask questions like,
“Why hasn’t the church ever believed this before?” or “Where is
the doctrinal basis for these new practices?” The person is imme-
diately painted as someone who is stuck in the “old wineskins”
and is not responding to the new things that God is doing.

A religious spirit will usually give a counterfeit gift of
discernment of spirits. This counterfeit gift thrives on see-
ing what is wrong with others rather than seeing what God is
doing so that we can help them along.... Though the truth may
be accurate, it is ministered in a spirit that kills. (Overcoming the
Religious Spirit, MorningStar Publications, 1996, Fourth Printing 2002,
pp. 21-22)

...But far and away, the most common demon that one can
anticipate being accused of [operating under] is the Jezebel spirit.
The Jezebel spirit is generally...applied to those who will not
respond to the authority of these new apostles and prophets. As
one prophetic disciple expressed to me, Jezebel sought to control
the king, and she attacked the prophets of God. Joyner states:

Basically, the spirit of the Jezebel is a combination of the
religious spirit and the spirit of witchcraft that is the spirit of
manipulation and control.... This spirit attacks the prophetic
ministry because that has always been the primary way in
which the Lord gives timely, strategic direction to His people.
(4 Prophetic Vision for the 21st Century, Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1999, p. 148)

...The effect of this argument is generally exactly what the
prophet desired [to instill]: a fear among God’s people to examine
the “revelations” of the prophet [as] the light of God’s revealed
Word, and silence when the new teachings fail to pass the test.

“Don’t Put God in a Box!”

So you think that manifestations like spiritual drunkenness,
jerking, roaring, barking, and crawling around like an animal
don’t seem consistent with God’s revelation of Himself and His
instructions to the church given in Scripture? You are concerned
that Ekstasis worship seems more like the trance states induced in
pagan worship practices? Well, this is the answer for you: You’re
trying to put God in a box. You are trying to dictate and limit what
God can and can’t do.

The power of this argument stems from the fact that the
Scriptures portray God as an awesome Being who does amazing
and unexpected things, who is not formulaic in His ways. The net
result of the argument, though, is an “anything goes” approach
to divine activity. As long as the worshipper himself/herself feels
good about what is happening, the source is assumed to be God—
and no one can state differently.

But the question is not one of trying to box God in but rather
one of taking God at His word. If God has said that He is not the
author of confusion in the worship service but of peace (1 Cor 14)
can we believe that or not? If it is true, then doesn’t that give us
guidelines for determining that some manifestations are contrary
to God’s nature as He has revealed it Himself? Are the Scriptures
truly sufficient as they claim? If this is so, then won’t they give us
the parameters for the activities of the Holy Spirit? Shouldn’t we
apply these parameters in evaluating the modern manifestations?
Taking God at His word is the essence of faith. It [doesn’t mean
we are] limiting God [if we] seek to live and worship according to
the boundaries He has established. God has given these boundar-
ies and warnings for the protection of His people...so that we can
determine what is and what is not from Him.

“God Offends the Mind to Reveal the Heart”

[These leaders] imply that if you are not willing to shelve
your brain and follow along, you have a heart problem. But the
Bible...does not treat the intellect as a problem. The heart and
mind are frequently used interchangeably in Scripture. [The state-
ment “God offends the mind to reveal the heart”] is a doctrine
written by modern apostles and repeated so frequently that it has
gained acceptance among the biblically illiterate....In reality, this
is just the modern apostle/prophet’s way of saying, “You think too
much. Just go with the flow and see where it leads.” Once again,
the underlying message is crystal clear. Don’t think. Don’t ques-
tion. This approach to Christianity is both unbiblical and unwise.
“God's Gonna Judge You!”

If the attempt at silencing their critics through guilt doesn’t
work, the modern prophets will move to intimidation: “God will
judge you!” Look at the words of apostolic pastor Dutch Sheets in
a prophecy about the “Shift in 2006™:

Those who refuse to move in current truth will begin to
openly criticize leaders in the Body of Christ that are moving
in the flow of the apostolic and the prophetic....When they do,
God is going to begin to judge them.

This warning by Dutch Sheets would actually make sense if
these modern apostles and prophets were truly in the mold of the
Old Testament prophets or New Testament apostles. These men
spoke with God’s authority. To reject their word was to reject the
Word of God. But since today’s apostles and prophets are fre-
quently wrong and will not subject themselves to the biblical
tests, they are engaged in something far different.

By attacking anyone who expresses concern based on doctri-
nal issues, the modern prophets have created an environment of
passive acceptance. They place themselves above rebuke and cor-
rection, even from the Word of God. [Tragically], this may truly
lead to a case of the blind leading the blind.

EXCERPTED FROM Wandering Stars: Contending for the Faith
with the New Apostles and Prophets by Keith Gibson. See resource
pages to order. To read the entire chapter (excerpted above) for
free, go to www.TheBereanCall.org/
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EXCERPTED FROM “CHRISTIAN ACTIVISM:
Is It BiBLICAL? —by Dave Hunt

cal activism for the astonishing purpose of attempting to coerce

an ungodly society into adopting Christian standards of conduct....
There are numerous cases of civil disobedience in Scripture, but it was
never engaged in for the purpose of forcing an ungodly society to obey
biblical principles. The Hebrew midwives, for example, disobeyed
Pharaoh’s edict and spared the lives of the male babies, even lying
to cover up their “rescue operation” (Ex 1:15-22). This was, however, a
matter of individual conscience before God, not an organized attempt
to pressure the pagan Egyptians by mass demonstrations into adopting
Israel’s God-given morals.

The same is true of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s refusal
to obey the king’s command to bow to an idol, and of Daniel’s defi-
ance of the royal decree against prayer. Though boldly witnessing for
God even to kings, Daniel never used his high government position
to attempt to pressure a pagan society to abandon its evil practices to
begin a godly way of life. Nor did Joseph or Esther pressure the pagan
societies in which they held high positions to adopt biblical morals. So
it was with Ezra and Nehemiah. They used their influence with kings
to obtain permission to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple but made no
attempt to change the practices of those societies, though they prac-
ticed abortion, homosexuality, and other evils.

There are no biblical examples to support “Christian activism.”
Christ “suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye should follow his
steps.” He sternly and repeatedly rebuked Israel’s false religious lead-
ers, yet He never spoke out—not even once—against the injustices of
Roman civil authority! Nor did He advocate, organize, or engage in
any public protests to pressure Rome into changing its corrupt system
or the society of His day its evil ways. He submitted to unjust authori-
ties, as Romans 13 tells us we should do today: “Who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pt 2:21-25).

Yes, Paul told the centurion who was about to have him unlawfully
scourged that he was a Roman citizen; and he told the local officials at
Philippi to come and apologize for beating him and Silas without trial.
That was not, however, political/social activism. He was not attempt-
ing thereby to change society. He was simply standing up for his per-
sonal rights under the law (as we also should do), and that includes
voting. Paul was determined to obey God rather than men and never
held back from preaching the gospel, though it meant his life....

Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, offers neither example nor
doctrinal teaching to support the idea that Christians ought to engage
in political/social activism, lobbying, the takeover methods of [vari-
ous evangelical organizations and “spiritual warfare” rallies]—or that
Christians in public office could or should influence society to adopt
biblical standards of conduct. Don’t forget, any change would have to
be effected through a corrupt political system involving an ungodly
majority above and below. Romans 13 tells us to obey rulers, and 1
Timothy 2 to pray for them—not to attempt to change them by coer-
cion. It is not only foolish but counterproductive to attempt to persuade
the unsaved to live like Christians. They can’t do it—and if they could
it would only blind them the more to their sin and need of a Savior.

Acts:19:23-41 tells how a large group of citizens in Ephesus staged
a huge “demonstration” against Paul and the gospel he preached. A
crowd of probably several thousand persons tore their clothes, threw
dust in the air and for two hours vociferously chanted their praise to the
locally manufactured god that was their chief source of income.”Great
is Diana of the Ephesians!” they cried. Should Paul have gathered a

Increasing numbers of Christians are engaging in social and politi-

larger crowd of Christians to cry out yet more loudly and longer and
thereby impose their will upon the local authorities? Of course not!
Such un-Christian conduct is demeaning of our Lord and His gospel
and would have been unthinkable for the early church. Yet that is basi-
cally what Christian activism involves today—the well-meaning but
foolish attempt to force “Christian principles” upon a godless society
through more effective lobbying, larger demonstrations, and greater
social upheaval than the homosexuals, abortionists, or pornographers
can produce.

Rather than pressure the ungodly to live like saints, we must win
them to Christ that they might live wholly by God. Our personal lives
must be lived in obedience to God’s laws even if that brings us into
conflict with civil laws. In addition to avoiding idolatry and immoral-
ity, Christians must preach the gospel to everyone everywhere, regard-
less of government edicts to the contrary. In so doing, the apostles
made that historic declaration: “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts:5:29)!

Though forbidden by the authorities, the apostles persisted in
preaching the gospel. Like their Lord, however, they made no attempt
to lobby in Rome for an end to prostitution and abortions; nor did
they stage public demonstrations for a change in unjust laws. There
is a danger of being so caught up in the social aspect of good causes
that one forgets and neglects the chief Christian calling. The Great
Commission does not involve exerting a Christian influence upon soci-
ety. We are not to “change society” but to “convert individuals.” There
is much talk today about “changing the world for Christ.” In fact there
is no biblical teaching or example to support that popular slogan.
Rather than persuading sinners to live like saints, we must call them to
heavenly citizenship through “repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts:20:21).

We must not only rescue the unborn but the children in public
schools, who are being perverted through the teaching of immorality,
witchcraft, and occultism. We must identify psychology as the major
vehicle of so much of this evil and root it out of our churches, seminar-
ies and universities.

We must denounce sin, call for national repentance, and preach
the gospel in convicting power. Christians must call for repentance
not only for homosexuality, child abuse, pornography, and abortion
but for more subtle forms of rebellion against God and rejection of
Christ. The church must be indicted both for its lack of social concern
and for its heresies and failure to preach the truth. We must denounce
the destructive false teachings that abound. It is hypocritical for the
church to protest the world’s sins while tolerating and even honoring
within its ranks those who preach a false gospel and are the enemies
of the cross of Christ.

Instead of protesters, we need prophets to call the world to repen-
tance: Enochs who walk with God and warn of judgment (Heb:11:55;
Jude 14-15); Noahs, preachers of righteousness (2 Pt 2:5), who warn of
judgment to come and invite sinners into an ark of safety. What if,
instead of building the ark, Noah had tried to reform society! We need
Daniels: “Mene, mene, tekel upharsin”—the handwriting is on the
wall, America! You’ve been weighed in the balance and found want-
ing! Murdered babies, the abomination of homosexuality, and soci-
ety’s flippant, deliberate rebellion against God have aroused His anger
beyond any possibility of reprieve! We need Isaiahs and Jeremiahs!

[But] “Christian activism” is not Christian. It represents a detour
from the straight path the church is to walk before the world. It can
confuse the real issues, lead to compromise and unholy alliances, and
divert time and effort that would better be used in proclaiming the
gospel. Weigh the demands upon your time and set priorities. Be fully
engaged in rescuing souls for eternity. (TBC, November 1989)
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NEW! WANDERING STARS — EXPOSING TODAY'S FALSE PROPHETS

Wandering Stars: Contending
for the Faith with the
New Apostles and Prophets

Gibson—TFinally, here is an up-to-date
volume written not just for Bereans but
one that reaches across denominational
fences to speak the truth in love to those
curious about or drawn away by the
false doctrines and heretical teachings
and practices of the Latter Rain, New
Apostolic Reformation (NAR), or “Five-
Fold Restoration” movements. From the
author: “There is always the temptation
when dealing with a subject of this
nature, to pull out the most outlandish
quotes in an attempt to make one’s point more forcefully.... While an
extreme example has occasionally been used in order to demonstrate
how heretical the movement is at its fringes, for the most part, [ have
attempted to use quotes from those considered more ‘mainstream’
within the apostolic and prophetic movement. It is my desire to dem-
onstrate that the issues addressed in this book are rampant within the
community and not isolated in one or two marginal teachers. It is my
sincere prayer that this book will be used in some small measure to
awaken the church to the seriousness of the errors being propagated
within the apostolic/prophetic movement and to call the church back
to the truth.” TBC is pleased to present this book as a contemporary
answer to those with friends, family, and church members who are
prone to be “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine” (Eph 4:14). Solid Ground Christian Books, 308 pp.

B53176 Save 20% on 2+ copies — $20 each! wt 1.0

$25.00

The Other Side of the River

Reeves—A compelling and deeply personal account

of a young man’s spiritual plunge into a movement

called the “River.” Sometimes referred to as the

River Revival, the Third Wave, or the Latter Rain,

this movement is marked by bizarre manifestations,
| false prophecies, and esoteric revelations. Warnings
| of divine retribution hold many adherents in a bond-

age of fear, making them afraid to speak out or even
question those things they are taught and are witness to. In a biographi-
cal setting, The Other Side of the River is a powerful and needed warn-
ing to the body of Christ in a day and age when church-growth tech-
niques mixed with mystical practices are leaving a wreckage of human
lives littered with the debris of false doctrine. For Kevin Reeves, his
determination to rescue his family came to the forefront, even if the
cost was high and even if he had to stand alone. His journey back into
the freedom and simplicity of Jesus Christ would be worth the price.
Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 284 pp.

B03150 retail $12.95

Signs & Wonders Movement Exposed

NPN Videos—This documentary features interna-
tional Bible teachers and authors—plus experts from
the world of music, illusion, and medicine—and
combines their knowledge and expertise to present a
fascinating historic exposé of deceptive “movers and
shakers” in the church. 2 DVDs, 114 min. — plus
bonus reels.

DVD042 TBCreg. $17.50 wt.3 SALE! $8.75

wt.8 $12.00

MORE DISCERNMENT RESOURCES RAY YUNGEN AND WARREN SMITH BOOK PACKS

N Ray Yungen, author, speaker, and research analyst has
studied religious movements for the last twenty years.

i His exuberance for life and his love for Jesus Christ and
for people are evident in his writing. Mr. Yungen resides
in Salem, Oregon.

A Time of Departing

Yungen—A revealing account of a universal spirituality
that has infiltrated much of the church today. This book
exposes subtle strategies to compromise the gospel
message with Eastern mystical concepts cloaked under
the wrappings of contemplative prayer and “the silence.”
Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 240 pp.

B01206 retail $12.95

wt.6  $11.00

For Many Shall Come In My Name

Yungen—Most people believe that the New Age
has long since disappeared from our society, and,
if practiced at all now, it is only by unconventional
“fringe” types. This new expanded edition reveals

| that such is not the case. In fact, quite the opposite!
Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 248 pp.

B01290 retail $12.95 wt.8  $12.00

SET100 Ray Yungen set—retail $25.90 wt1.4 SALE $20.00

Warren Smith (B.A. University of Pennsylvania; M.S.W.
Tulane University) is a free-lance writer and community
social worker who was formerly involved in the New Age
movement. He has written extensively on the subject of
spiritual deception and has been widely interviewed on

radio and television.

A “Wonderful” Deception

Warren Smith—This book explains how all the puzzle
pieces are in place for the “strong delusion” described
in 2 Thessalonians. A “Wonderful” Deception pierces
right into the heart of this lie while preparing believers

| in Jesus Christ to effectively stand against it. Lighthouse
Trails Publishing, 232 pp.

B88102 retail $14.95

wt.8 $14.00

False Christ Coming - Does Anybody Care?

Warren Smith—False Christ Coming is a wake-up
call to a church that remains strangely silent and in
deep denial about the very deception that Jesus warned
would come in His name (Matthew 24:3-5). False
Christ Coming - Does Anybody Care? was originally

—
published in 2002 under the title Reinventing Jesus

Christ. Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 160 pp.
B49228 retail $14.95

SET80

wt.6 $14.00

Warren Smith set—retail $29.90 wt 1.4 SALE $20.00

ToLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638 « 7amM—4:30pM MoON—FRr1 (PST) 13



ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH OcTOoBER 31, 2012 ¢« (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

NEW! THE DANIEL PROJECT SPANISH EDITION

A journalistic look at Bible prophecy—five years of research,
two years in the making, filmed primarily in Israel!

The Daniel Project - English Only

Studio Scotland—Made for TV and cinema, The
Daniel Project has been hailed as “possibly the most
important film of the 21st century.” Taking a jour-
nalistic look at Bible prophecy, this film is presented
by an atheist and examines more than 20 prophecies.

Filmed mainly in Israel, it includes interviews with

experts who discuss subjects from the rebirth of Israel,
the Hebrew language, and the Shekel to the rise of Iran and
Turkey; from the mark of the beast to the great apostasy; from
the desert blossoming to the building of the Temple. Although
made for a secular audience, thousands of Christians around
the world are using this for teaching and evangelism. It is also available for a limited time
as a special edition double-DVD set. The bonus disc contains a discussion between the
presenter, Jeremy Hitchen, and one of the world’s leading Bible expositors Jacob Prasch
and gives viewers the opportunity to hear the Gospel of the Kingdom. An absolute must-see!
The box set includes a bonus 82 min. DVD with in-depth interviews. 2 DVDs, 172 min.

DVD310

wt0.3 $25.00

The Daniel Project - Spanish Edition

Studio Scotland—One disc special edition DVD in NTSC
format (English with subtitles in Spanish and Portuguese.)

1 DVD, 85 min.
DVD310ML wt0.2 $15.00
r—'_l Millennial The Coming Apocalypse
 PR— | Eschatology: The Showers—This out-
- e || Triumphum Kingdom standing new work by

of Messiah

Merryman—This intro-
e |l duction to “Last Things”
in the Bible examines and
resolves the issues of O.T. Eschatology as
it relates to N.T. Eschatology; excellent
graphs and illustrations throughout. Ron
Merryman Publications. 124 pp.

wt 1.1

i d bt o S Ll

B42540

$19.00

Revelation 13:
Satan’s Last Victory

Froese—While the news
media bombards us with
reports of controversy
and chaos, terrorism and
piracy, Revelation 13
reveals another picture.
his book exposes Satan and his cohorts in
their desperate attempt to create peace, secu-
rity, and prosperity for all people on planet
Earth. That’s what “Satan’s last victory” is
all about. The Olive Press, 254 pp.

B22663 wt.7 $10.00

Dr. Renald E. Showers
explains how anti-Sem-
itism has infected the
church, has altered its
doctrine about Israel and
the Jewish people, and is
impacting a world that will welcome the
Antichrist. Friends of Israel, 118 pp.

B40075 wt.4 $8.00

Behold Your King

Webster—A very thor-
ough look at the biblical
and ancient rabbinic texts
is used to show that the
key messianic prophecies
of the Old Testament have
been interpreted by Chris-
tians and ancient Jews in
like manner. The fulfillment of these Old
Testament prophecies in Jesus Christ proves
He is the long-awaited Messiah. Extensive
indexing, seven appendices, and comes
with a searchable PDF on CD. Christian
Resources, 419 pp.

B00030

wt 1.7 $20.00

SALE! SAVE 25% ON CDs
(No further discounts apply)

Apostasy
and the Rapture

Hunt—Dave Hunt

encourages the listener to

a greater discernment of the times and an

expectation of the Lord’s imminent return for
His saints. TBC, 2 CDs, 116 min.

reqg $10.00 wt.2 SALE $7.50

CD029

The Prerib Rapture:
Is It in the Olivet
Discourse?

Hunt—An address by
Dave at the seventh annual Pretrib Study
Group in Dallas in December 1998. The talk
is followed by a lively Q&A that presents
arguments on all sides of this controversial
Christian doctrine. TBC, 1 CD, 73 min.

CD062 reg $5.00 wt.1 SALE $3.75

Are We Living
in the Last Days?

Hunt/DeMar—Dave

Hunt and Gary DeMar’s

preterist debate. “Earnestly contend for the

faith which was once delivered unto the

saints” (Jude 1:3). The Berean Call, 2 CDs,
120 min.

CD050 reg $10.00 wt.2 SALE $7.50

Who Holds
the Future?

Hunt—In these mes-

sages, Dave draws our

attention back to the “more sure word of

prophecy,” which God has given us. Topics

include “Where is the Church Headed?”” and

“Where Should Our Church Be?”” The Ber-
ean Call, 3 CDs, 210 min.

CD066 reg $15.00 wt.5 SALE $11.25

MP3066 reg $12.00 wt.1 SALE $9.00
Anti-Christianity’s
Seduction of
Christianity

McMahon—This power-
ful, fast-paced address concisely summarizes
the origin and direction of dangerous decep-
tions and delusion within the Body of Christ,
which is preparing professing Christians for
the religion of the Antichrist and its Effect on
true believers. The Berean Call, 1 CD, 55 min.

CD115 reg $5.00 wt.5 SALE $3.75
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LIFE’S STORY — MINISTRY DVDs AS LOW AS $2.50 A DISC

Life's Story - (Ministry DVD)*

NPN Videos—In a wildlife program unlike any
other, you will journey to discover the story of
life itself. 56 min. :

Qs072 wt1.0 SEE Pricing Below |

Lifes Story

NPN Videos—What does modern DNA research now
prove about the theory that simple cells evolved
into all life on earth? The answer? Simply
that evolution is impossible. So why is this
information being kept from the general public?
- . . . Should Darwin’s theories still be taught as “facts”
. LIFE'S® Life’s Siory 2- (MIHISTI’Y DVD) in our educational institutions? Life’s Story explores all these issues
- NPN Videos—From Eevot and the denths of aqd many more @n one of the most Visually'stunnin.g and informative
the Red Sea to the Isla%}(]iz of Malta thIe): Cop wildlife productions available today. 56 min. Retail $22.95

of Africa, now you can see nature’s vast array DVDO072 wt.4  $20.00
of creatures. 100 min. . ,
Qs156 wt1.0 SEE Pricing Below Life's Story 2
NPN Videos—In this program you will learn
19 DVDs for $20 — $20.00 per disc about the navigation techniques and defense
) mechanisms of marine life, the complex behavior
10 DVDs for §$50 — 5.00 per disc of birds, the differences between apes, monkeys
25 DVDs for $100 — 4.00 per disc . and human;, ‘I‘laple-men” missinlg ltinkdhoagec? and
. ow some of the large mammals feed and digest
50 DVDs for $150 — 3.00 per disc their food. 100 min. Retail $22.95
100 DVDs for $250 — 2.50 perdisc | pvp156 wt 4 $20.00
*Not for resale. Ideal for evangelism and outreach. FREE! Life’s Story 2 booklet with purchase of Life’s Story 2
Also inexpensive to mail in the U.S. and overseas. { DVD (DVD156). Limited quantity, so order while supplies last!
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