
The BiBle According To hollywood 2

by T. A. McMahonApril 2014

PleAse join us for our firsT online conference, APril 21 - 24. check iT ouT AT: www.TheBereAncAll.org

forAsmuch  Then As we Are The offsPring of god,

- Acts 17:29

we oughT noT To Think ThAT The godheAd is like unTo,

gold, or silver, or sTone, graven by
andArt Man’s

Device.



2 T o l l - f r e e  o r d e r s  8 0 0 - 9 3 7 - 6 6 3 8  •  7 a m – 4 : 3 0 p m  m o n – f r i  ( p a c i f i c  T i m e )

 O r d e r  a t  t h e s e  s a l e  p r i c e s  t h r O u g h  M a y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 4  •  ( W h i l e  s u p p l i e s  l a s t )  

April 2014 • Vol XXiX No. 4

editorial staff
Founder: Dave Hunt
Executive Editor: T. A. McMahon
Managing Editor: Mark Dinsmore
Senior Editor: Barbara Romine 
Copy Editor: Sally Oppliger 
Correspondence Editor: Edwin Newby
Design & Production: 

 Mark Dinsmore, Philip McDaniel

subscriptions
The Berean Call newsletter is published 
monthly and sent free of charge to U.S. 
addresses ($12/yr outside the U.S.). To 
subscribe, please write PO Box 7019, 
Bend, OR 97708, or call 1-800-937-6638.

TBc online
To register for our free online newsletter 
and email updates, to access our digital 
archives, or to order a wide variety of 
additional resource materials, visit us at: 
www.thebereancall.org

Permissions
The publisher reserves all rights but permits 
readers to make up to 100 photocopies of 
any whole or partial newsletter, for non-
commercial use. Readers may also quote 
or re-post material from this issue for print 
or online usage, provided that: the excerpt 
is not the primary content of a work for 
sale; that the context is preserved; and 
that proper citation/attribution is given. For 
any other usage, please contact TBC.

donations
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated 
on the belief that God will provide as we 
seek His face, so we do not make appeals 
for financial help. Although the ministry 
operates primarily on donations, these 
are freewill and not solicited. Through the 
years, TBC has seen God “do exceeding 
abundantly above” all that was asked  
or thought.

contacting us
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638
general inquiries: (541) 382-6210
e-mail: customerservice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-
exempt corporation registered in the State 
of Oregon. It is overseen by an independent 
board which has full and final authority over all 
corporate assets, personnel, and affairs. (4/14)
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TBc is pleased to continue the sTs 24-7 radio program into 2014 with all new episodes, along 
with “dave and Tom classics”! we hope you enjoy hearing from new guests but also appreciate 

the timeless wisdom and insight that dave and Tom provided in the “classic” programs.

T. A. mcmahon with 
jesus martinez and jio 

del cristo
McMahon/Martinez/
Del Cristo—Pastor Jesus 
Martinez and his son, Pas-

tor Jiovanne Del Cristo join 
Tom as they discuss difficulties of leading a 
church in Miami, FL area within the Hispanic 
community as the prosperity gospel, signs and 
wonders, and other false teachings have gained 
a strong foothold. 52 min.
CD1401 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00

dave and Tom classic - 
The seduction of 

christianity
Hunt/McMahon—Orig-
inally broadcast in 1999, 
Dave and Tom discuss 

their highly controversial 
best-selling book The Seduction of Christian-
ity and its impact on the church. 47 min.
CD1405 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00

T. A. mcmahon 
with dick fisher

McMahon/Fisher—Dick 
Fisher,  co-author of 
The Confusing World 
of Benny Hinn, and a 

longtime contributer to the 
Personal Freedom Outreach 

Quarterly Journal, joins Tom to discuss the 
Hebrew Roots Movement, which is influencing 
growing numbers within Christendom. 52 min.
CD1409 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00

T. A. mcmahon 
with Anton Bosch

McMahon/Bosch—Tom 
welcomes guest Anton 
Bosch, pastor of Sun Val-
ley Community Church in 

California, as they discuss 
the “Strange Fire Conference” held by Grace 
to You, John MacArthur’s ministry. 49 min.
CD1403 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00 

T. A. mcmahon 
with richard mcdaniel

McMahon/McDaniel—
Tom is joined by Richard 
McDaniel, president of 
Shield of Faith Mission 

International and mission-
ary to various countries. Richard discusses 
the challenges of missionary life and talks 
about the fact that we are all called to share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 50 min.
CD1407 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00

T. A. mcmahon 
with ray yungen

McMahon/Yungen—
S e a rc h  t h e  S c r i p -
tures 24/7 with T.  A. 
McMahon and guest Ray 

Yungen. Ray, an author, 
conference speaker, and research analyst, has 
studied religious movements for more than 20 
years. His love for Jesus Christ and for people 
and his exuberance for life are reflected in his 
work. His books include For Many Shall Come 
in My Name and A Time of Departing. 49 min.
CD1411 1 CD - 2 episodes wt .2    $5.00

cD cD

cD

cD

cD

cD

ABouT seArch The scriPTures 24/7
Search the Scriptures 24/7 with T. A. McMahon, the co-author 
of The Seduction of Christianity, engages guests in discussions 
that biblically evaluate popular trends and teachings that are 
influencing millions of Christians today. The objective is to 
encourage listeners to be like the Bereans of Acts 17:11. They 

listened to the Apostle Paul and were commended for searching 
the Scriptures daily to see if what he was preaching was true to 

God’s Word. Listen online at thebereancall.org/radio.
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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11

The Bible According 
to Hollywood 2

T. A. McMahon
Here we go again. For those who may 

agree but are a little tired of my crying out 
for discernment regarding “biblical” movies, 
you have my apology…in the midst of my 
growing concern. Nevertheless, I covet your 
prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
and for the multiple millions of the lost who 
are being presented with a caricature of the 
biblical Son of God in yet another Hollywood 
translation of the Word of God.

“So what?” some have asked. “It gets 
people interested in Jesus and the Bible, 
and that’s a good thing.” 

Is it? Who is the Jesus that is capturing 
their attention? How close is the movie 
presentation to the biblical account? Does 
it make any difference? 

No matter how close a counterfeit twenty-
dollar bill is to the real thing, it’s still a fake. 
Legal issues and deception aside, it has no 
value as a currency. Yet someone who isn’t 
aware that the bill is fake may be thrilled ini-
tially if he were to stumble upon a satchel of 
such twenties. The thrill would end quickly, 
however, when he tried to spend the bogus 
money. Although the analogy is a bit rough, 
it still brings to light some important issues.

Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, 
who is the image of the invisible God and 
the One in whom dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead, is not someone who should 
be portrayed (counterfeited would be more 
accurate) by a fallen, finite being—Chris-
tian or otherwise. Any such attempt will 
result in another Jesus, a false Christ. 

According to the Bible, all Christians 
who have been truly born again have a 
personal, intimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and that relationship has (or should 
have) developed and matured by one’s 
getting to know Him through His Word, 
through prayer, and through obedience to 
His teachings. I’ve known Jesus person-
ally for nearly four decades, and by God’s 
grace, my relationship with Him continues 
to grow. How would that relationship be 
strengthened by my watching someone who 
is obviously not Jesus but who is attempting 
through his acting to reflect the divine attri-
butes of the Son of God? It can’t happen. 

Let’s consider some other examples that 
I hope will show just how wrong is any 

attempt to depict Jesus, who Scripture tells 
us is the brightness of God’s glory and the 
express image of His person, and just how 
impossible it is to reveal His supernatural 
attributes and His divine personality on 
the screen. A recent movie gave historic as 
well as Hollywood insights into the life of 
Abraham Lincoln. The actor who played 
Lincoln was superbly convincing. He cer-
tainly looked like Lincoln, at least based 
on the photographs we have of our former 
president. He did some things that we know 
Lincoln did from historic accounts, to the 
degree that the accounts are true. Beyond 
that, we have a view of Lincoln that was 
conjured up by the creative artists of Hol-
lywood and was convincingly realistic but 
not accurate to the man himself. Nor could 
it be. Why? None of the creative artists of 
Hollywood were around when our former 
president lived, so none of them knew him 
personally. They have created an image of 
Lincoln that may reflect some truths about 
him, but they have also added much of their 
own conjecture.

Let’s expand our reasoning a bit. Con-
sider this made-up scenario: I take my wife 
to a screening of a Hollywood movie of her 
life that I produced and directed. I have had 
an intimate relationship with her through 
45 years of marriage—in other words, I 
know her really well—and I want to share 
her qualities with the world through a 
motion picture. I hire an “Academy Award-
winning” screenwriter to do the script, cast 
a beautiful and gifted actress to play the 
role, spare no expense creating an authentic 
production of where the scenes from her life 
took place, and feature the noble aspects of 
her life story. After viewing the movie she 
turns to me and says matter-of-factly, “It’s 
a flattering film…but that’s not me. I don’t 
look like that, I don’t talk like that, I don’t 
think like that. Some of the scenes never 
happened that way, and if I weren’t given 
the names of the people the other actors in 
the film were portraying, I could only guess 
who they were supposed to be in my life. 
Besides, Honey, that’s just not me.”

Obviously, in my enthusiasm to share the 
love of my life with others via the medium 
of film, I would have erroneously given 
them a view of her that was neither accurate 
nor true. But hey, no big deal! It’s only a 
movie—just a popular form of entertain-
ment, even if the claim is that it’s based on 
a true story or character. “Based on a true 

story” is a Hollywood euphemism for “we 
made up most of the story.”

Now let’s get to the point of the two 
examples. Suppose that Jesus was sitting 
beside me in a theater as we watched a mar-
athon of “biblical” movies that featured an 
actor who was attempting to portray Him. 
Would He consider these to be merely a 
form of entertainment—just a dramatization 
of His earthly life? Would He be thrilled by 
the ones that seemed to be the “most accu-
rate”? No. I wonder if His response might 
include the word “blasphemy.” Noah Web-
ster (who knew the Bible well), in his 1828 
dictionary, wrote that blasphemy is “an 
injury offered to God by denying that which 
is due and belonging to Him, or attributing 
to Him that which is not agreeable to His 
nature.” That would cover every attempt 
by men to portray the God-Man Jesus. The 
result can only be a false Christ, and Jesus 
warned that a proliferation of such would 
characterize the days prior to His return 
(Matthew 24:5).

Since a host of very influential evan-
gelical leaders (Rick Warren, Luis Palau, 
Max Lucado, Francis Chan, Pat Robertson, 
Andy Stanley, Joel Osteen, T.D. Jakes, 
Sam Rodriguez, Geoff Tunnicliffe, Leith 
Anderson, Ro Chang Soo, Erwin McManus, 
Jim-Bob Park, Bill Hybels, James O. Davis, 
Craig Groeschel, Miles McPherson, Jimmy 
Mellado, along with a number of Catholic 
bishops and a Cardinal) have been singing 
the praises of The Son of God and the His-
tory Channel’s Bible series that spawned it, 
it raises a very serious question regarding 
their view of the Bible. 

If they truly believe that the Bible is the 
Word of God, that it is His God-breathed, 
inerrant revelation to mankind, how could 
they glorify a production by men that claims 
to bring “the story of Jesus’ life to audiences 
through compelling cinematic storytell-
ing…” and in the process utterly destroys 
the critical truth aspect of the Scriptures? 
Evidently these leaders had no problem 
with the distortion of the Word in scene 
after scene. Did the wise men show up at 
the stable right after the birth of Jesus? Did 
Jesus entice Peter to follow him by filling 
his nets with fish? Did Jesus draw the fish 
into Peter’s net by swishing the water with 
his fingers? Was Mary Magdalene the lone 
woman among the small band of disciples 
(if not one of the apostles)? Did Nicodemus 
play the good Pharisee/bad Pharisee, even 
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challenging Jesus about paying taxes? 
Was Pilate a brutal military leader who 
threatened to shut down the temple? Did 
Jesus have confrontational exchanges with 
Barabbas? Did Jesus tickle a little girl and 
playfully tell her that the temple would be 
utterly destroyed? At the Last Supper, did 
Jesus drink the wine that he had just called 
his own blood? Did the mother of Jesus 
wash his bloody body in preparation for his 
burial? Did Jesus unsymbolically appear to 
John on Patmos? The list of unbiblical and 
extra-biblical scenes goes on and on. 

One would think that a Christian leader 
who truly cares about the Scriptures would 
take seriously the admonitions not to add 
to it. Nevertheless, nearly every scene in 
the film features conversations that the 
screenwriters made up along with numer-
ous contrived monologues by “Jesus.” How 
could any believer condone putting words 
into the mouth of biblical characters and 
especially into the mouth of one’s Lord 
and Savior? Yet that must take place in 
order to make a cinematic dramatization 
of the Bible. Neither the words of Scripture 
nor the descriptions found within its pages 
suffice—therefore every scene has to be 
fabricated from the creative albeit fallen 
minds of men.

Jesus declared in John 17:17: “Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
But in defense of the movie, one might argue 
that much of what was presented upheld 
the truth of the Scriptures. How much? We 
could say the same thing in defense of the 
erroneous New World Translation bible 
produced by the Jehovah’s Witnesses or the 
blasphemous Message bible. “Much,” or 
“quantity,” is not the criterion for qualifying 
something as true to God’s Word. The Bible, 
which is God’s inerrant communication to 
mankind, is a believer’s absolute authority 
in all matters of faith and practice. If only 
much of it were true, then it is neither iner-
rant nor can it be a believer’s authority. 

A so-called biblical movie—any bibli-
cal movie—can never be truly biblical for 
what should be obvious reasons. This is an 
attempt to visually reproduce a Book that 
is itself objective and supernatural. First 
of all, the Bible cannot be translated visu-
ally without removing it from its objective 
nature. Moses did not receive a picture book 
on Mount Sinai. God communicated to him 
in words that were written down. Therefore, 
the communication can be objectively under-
stood through hermeneutics, the science of 
interpretation. That has to be the basis for 
believers to come to a common understand-
ing of what God has communicated. 

The interpretation of pictures, on the 
other hand, lacks that objectivity and nearly 
always involves a subjective understanding. 

For example, ask a handful of people to give 
you their impressions of a certain painting 
and you will get quite varied responses. 
Then ask what they believe the artist is 
communicating. Again, their replies will 
nearly always be different because the com-
munication is in a subjective medium rather 
than one that is objective. A biblical movie 
is a visual interpretation.

The making of theatrical movies is a 
very expensive collaborative process that 
involves creative input from numerous 
personnel and has as its primary goal the 
entertainment of audiences that will ulti-
mately translate into a box office success. 

and Jesus answered and said 
unTo Them, Take heed ThaT no man 
deceive you.

for many shall come in my name, 
saying, i am chrisT; and shall 
deceive many.

— Matthew 24:4-5

Decisions are often made on the basis 
of production costs, location problems, 
actors’ egos, the director’s and writers’ 
ideas, producers’ whims, studio pressure, 
weather, etc., etc. Rarely, if ever, would 
the truth of the content presented be a 
major issue, especially to the degree that 
it would trump other considerations. What 
does that tell you in regard to bringing the 
Bible, the Word of God, to the silver screen?

One of the amazing characteristics of 
visual media is the power of imagery. Scenes 
that appear on the screen can remain with 
a viewer, popping into the mind occasion-
ally over his or her lifetime. That can be 
spiritually devastating. I’ve heard that some 
believers who watched Mel Gibson’s “bibli-
cal” movie, The Passion of the Christ, had 
great trouble dismissing the face of James 
Caviezel when their thoughts turned to Jesus, 
even while in prayer. Not everyone saw that 
as a problem. One woman complained about 
our criticism of The Passion, noting that she 
believed she was greatly blessed to have 
Caviezel as a tangible image of Jesus for 
her prayers. In contrast, as Dave Hunt and I 
left the theater after reviewing Mel’s movie, 
I remember Dave crying out to the Lord to 
remove the imagery of the counterfeit Christ 
that had just invaded his mind!

The Bible doesn’t describe Jesus for us 
in any detail. Why is this? Could it be that 
God knows that His image in our minds 

might become the basis for idolatry, which 
the Scriptures condemn (Exodus 20:4-5; Acts 
17:29)? Even with no biblical basis and in 
light of its condemnation, false images of 
Jesus abound, from Eastern and Russian 
Orthodox icons to classic Catholic works 
of art; and to those we must add the numer-
ous portrayals of Christ in the movies. 
Scriptural censuring aside (because too few 
seem to care or heed what the Bible says), 
of what possible value would there be in a 
misrepresentation of Jesus—especially for 
those who claim to know Him personally? 
As Dave Hunt has noted, “Wouldn’t that be 
like a man carrying a picture of a beautiful 
actress in his wallet under the guise of ‘she 
reminds me of my wife’”? What might his 
wife think of that? What might it do to their 
relationship? We could ask the same ques-
tion regarding our own intimate relationship 
with Jesus. Wouldn’t that grieve Him? 

When Jesus asked Peter three times if 
he loved Him, Peter replied, “Thou know-
est that I love thee.” Following Peter’s 
responses, Jesus commanded him to “feed 
My lambs, feed My sheep.” What, then, 
of today’s shepherds who are feeding 
their sheep a diet created by Hollywood, 
put together by hirelings? What of those 
highly influential Christian leaders who 
have endorsed the Son of God, who have 
given themselves to ad campaigns for the 
movie, whose churches have purchased 
nearly 500,000 theater seats (prior to the 
film’s opening) for their flocks? Is it truly 
the love of God’s sheep and His Word that 
is persuading them to lead His flock into 
grievous error?

The incredible power of the medium of 
film resides in its capacity to impact emo-
tions through imagery, acting, dialogue, 
and music. Tears can flow even in animated 
movies. People can have artificial “life-
changing” experiences based upon what 
they see on the screen, but the Word of 
God declares: “the flesh profiteth nothing” 
(John 6:63). A movie-generated catharsis may 
affect a person experientially, but it can-
not enrich him spiritually, nor can it save 
anyone who is lost.

More and more “biblical” movies will 
continue to be produced for a time because 
Hollywood, which has historically been 
opposed to biblical truth, recognizes that 
right now Christians, and particularly their 
“leaders,” are a viable revenue source. The 
movie industry will continue to seduce the 
shepherds and fleece the sheep until the 
“evangelical” marketing scheme plays itself 
out. Tragically, we are seeing in all of this 
the words of Peter fulfilled: “And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3).

TBC
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Quotable
If God’s day of grace is as a thousand 

years, there is an eternity of suffering in 
the compressed three hours of darkness of 
the cross.

In the daylight we see our Lord’s suffering 
at the hands of men; in the darkness He suf-
fered at the hands of God. In the former it is 
the injustice of men; in the latter it is the jus-
tice of God. It is man’s hatred of the Bearer 
of sin; it is God’s hatred of the burden of sin.

—Neil M. Fraser, 
The Grandeur of Golgotha

Q&A
CorreCtion: Your ministry has blessed 
us for many years. We rely on your 
attention to detail (fact-checks) and 
integrity. The Strange Fire Conference 
article implied that Seduction, published 
in 1985, influenced/motivated Chuck 
Smith to write Charisma vs Charismania 
(e.g., “similar books by others followed….
Seduction also motivated…”). Seduction 
certainly was a powerful book that (I 
would guess) influenced many apologetic 
ministries. But Chuck Smith wrote CvC 
in 1983, two years before Seduction. CvC 
was published in 1992 but it was first 
published in 1983.
response: We stand corrected, and we thank 
you for bringing this error to our attention. 
We had only seen the 1992 publishing date 
and suggested that Seduction may have been 
an influence. Although we don’t like to report 
anything erroneously and are thankful to 
those like yourself who take the time to keep 
us on track with the truth, I can see an addi-
tional blessing stemming from our mistake. It 
gives us the opportunity to affirm the spiritual 
integrity of Chuck Smith, the founder of the 
Calvary Chapel movement, who, as you point 
out in your letter, was disparaged at the SFC 
by some who were “equating Calvary Chapel 
with the excesses of the Charismatic move-
ment.” As you noted, “Chuck always spoke 
against the excesses of the movement,” and 
he was doing it before many of us.

Question: I’ve spent countless hours 
talking to those who support biblical 
movies, and no matter what concerns 
I raise that are abundantly clear from 
the Scriptures, the final word on their 
part is, “I hear what you’re saying, but 
I still feel that God can use such movies 
to win people to Jesus.” I am continually 
frustrated by their lack of biblical 
discernment. What do you say to those 
who respond based upon what they feel?

response: God, in His abundant mercy, can 
certainly bring conviction of sin and draw a 
person to Himself in ways and means that 
seem to be an exception to what we would 
normally see. Consider these scenarios: 1) A 
Roman Catholic at Mass hears a verse quoted 
from Scripture during the priest’s homily. 
The verse speaks to the person’s heart and 
leads him to the biblical gospel and salvation. 
2) A Jehovah’s Witness is reading through 
his New World Translation bible, and some 
of its verses that contradict Witness doctrine 
lead the person to trust in the biblical Jesus. 
3) Some of the writings in the Book of 
Mormon (which were plagiarized from the 
King James Version of the Bible) are read by 
a Mormon, who is then convicted by those 
words; they help lead him out of the cult, and 
to salvation. God’s Word, as we know, will 
not return void but will accomplish what He 
intends (Isaiah 55:11).

Can we then say that the Mass, the New 
World Translation, and the Book of Mor-
mon are legitimate means of bringing the 
lost to Christ? No. To support such errone-
ous, even blasphemous, spiritual devices as 
valid for evangelizing is to give credence to 
those things that are an abomination before 
God, not to mention that they are a pack of 
lies. God cannot support such things for 
evangelizing that contradict or corrupt His 
Word, and He does not. Again, in His mercy 
He may use such things even when they 
contain only a slight hint of truth to help 
deliver a person from spiritual bondage.

Biblical movies are similar to the above 
examples because in the attempt to translate 
the Bible to the screen, the content must 
be altered to fit the medium. That involves 
adding dialogue to the Scriptures not found 
in the Bible, scenes not found there, charac-
ters who are portrayed out of their biblical 
context, emotions and drama not indicated 
in Scripture, locations not consistent with 
Scripture, and the list goes on. In other 
words, they are a major distortion of God’s 
Word. For those who still cling to the belief 
that God, nevertheless, is using such errors 
to draw multitudes of the lost to Himself, 
we appeal to them to consider these two 
words: damage control. 

Although God may use whatever truth 
may be gleaned from any medium, the 
unsaved meanwhile will have been sub-
jected to a truckload of unbiblical teach-
ing. God’s objective would not be to have 
people partake of the errors but rather that 
the lost would respond to the truth. Those 
evangelical Christians who know the Lord, 
however, and who watched movies such as 
The Passion of the Christ and Son of God 
have consequently been fed imagery that 
confuses their biblical literacy at best and 
corrupts the truth of what they have already 

been taught at worst. This is damage that 
has serious consequences and must be dealt 
with for the sake of both the lost as well 
as believers.

Question: I get the idea that you just 
have a bad attitude about movies. Is that 
the case?
response: You are only partially correct. My 
“bad attitude” is primarily directed at bibli-
cal movies. As someone who was trained 
and who worked professionally in the film 
industry and has a great love for the Bible, 
I’ve tried to explain in many writings that the 
Word of God cannot be presented visually 
without destroying its truth. On the other 
hand, I do like some movies, although the 
number of them you could put on the head 
of a pin with room to spare. Chariots of Fire 
and Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed have 
made my list of favorite movies with Chris-
tian content, if that personal information is 
of any interest to you.

Here is a brief synopsis of my concerns 
regarding biblical movies and the body 
of Christ: Movies are the most influential 
communication medium today. The power 
of a movie itself lies in its ability to influ-
ence and even control the emotions of the 
audience. Scenes are put together to elicit 
emotional responses from viewers. Pow-
erful images combined with heartrending 
music all too often compel the person to 
react beyond his or her control. Who has 
never unexpectedly shed a tear at a movie? 

Sadly, that can even be a problem for 
Christians who have a personal relationship 
with the Lord and are somewhat familiar 
with the Scriptures. Discernment can eas-
ily take a back seat to emotions that have 
been manipulated by compelling images. 
For example, believers may supply or fill in 
what they know about Jesus from Scripture 
when the screen version doesn’t warrant it 
and may even contradict what the Bible 
says. Consequently, they can easily miss the 
obvious biblical errors. What results may 
be a kind of emotional catharsis, that is, a 
fleshly experience mistaken for a spiritual 
experience based upon truth. 

Furthermore, visual screen errors have a 
way of clinging to the mind of the viewer. 
As I mentioned elsewhere (TBC, 07/13), I 
have interviewed young adults who were 
biblically literate, questioning them about 
scenes they remembered from “biblical” 
movies. More often than not, they couldn’t 
discriminate between scenes added by Hol-
lywood that were in their minds and those 
they thought were in the Scriptures. At best 
their understanding of the Bible was terribly 
confused. That is a huge problem in these 
days of apostasy where biblical discernment 
is vital for the spiritual welfare of believers.



Biblical Answers to Challenging Questions

— An excerpt from In Defense of the Faith (pg. 71-73) by Dave Hunt
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Thankfully, truth is not arrived at by a process of 
elimination. The fact that two plus two equals four 
and only four can be proved without looking at every 
other number. And so it is with the Bible: its validity 
can be de termined from examining it alone.

The Exclusivity of the Bible’s Claims

Whether the Bible is true or not depends upon 
the facts relating to that particular book. It is not to 
be ar rived at by examining all other sacred books, 
concluding that none of the others is true, and then 
because the Bible is the only religious book left, 
accepting it. Every sacred book, including the Bible 
itself, could be and would be false if there were no 
God and/or if God had not chosen to reveal Himself 
and His will to mankind in written form. Whether 
He has done so or not is a question that cannot be 
answered by a process of elimination but must be 
determined factually.

Furthermore, if the Bible is the Word of God, as 
it claims (such terms as “Thus saith the Lord,” “The 
word of the Lord came unto me,” etc., are found 
about 3,800 times in the Bible), then all other sacred 
books must be false just as all other gods must be 

false. The God of the Bible says He is the only true 
God: “I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me 
there is no God. . . . Is there a God beside me? Yea, 
there is no God; I know not any. . . . There is no God 
else beside me . . . for I am God, and there is none 
else” (Isaiah 44:6, 8; 45:21–22). If He is God alone, 
then the Bible through which He speaks must be His 
Word alone also.

Once one has come to know the true God, there 
is no need to check out all other possible gods just in 
case one of them might have some legitimacy. That 
possibility has been eliminated by knowing that the 
God of the Bible is the only true God. And once one 
has verified the Bible’s claim to be the only Word 
of God by internal and external proofs, by archaeo-
logical and historical evidence, and, most of all, by 
meeting the Christ and God of the Bible, then there 
is no need to examine any other sacred books to see 
whether one of them might not have some truth in it 
as well.

The only reason for becoming familiar with other 
re ligions and other religious writings would be in 
order to show those who follow these false systems 
wherein the error lies and thereby to rescue them.

Must We Become Experts on All Religions?

Question: Since there are so many sacred books of various religions, all of which claim to be true, 
how can anyone be sure that the Bible is the true Word of God without first examining all the 

others? Even though an other sacred writing might be mostly false, couldn’t it still have enough truth in 
it to make it worth the time and effort to examine all religious writings?

Response: That philosophy leads to liberalism’s con clusion that there is no definitive truth and no 
conclusive answer to any question whatsoever. For example, how could one be certain that two 

plus two was only four without first examining whether it might not also be three or five or six or seven 
or every other number? Since numbers are in finite, one would never come to the end of the search. So 
it is with religion: No one could live long enough to ex amine every claim of every religion that has ever 
existed. Nor is such an effort necessary.
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TBC NewsWatch
PoPe frAncis To Address congress

HuffingtonPost.com, 3/13/14, “John 
Boehner Invites Pope Francis To Address 
Congress” [ExcErPts]: As Pope Francis 
celebrated his one-year anniversary, House 
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) announced 
that an open invitation has been extended to 
him to address a joint session of Congress.

According to a statement from the 
speaker’s office, the event would be an 
“excellent opportunity for the American 
people as well as the nations of the world 
to hear his message in full.” 

Boehner wrote, “It is with reverence and 
admiration that I have invited Pope Francis, 
as head of state of the Holy See and the first 
Pope to hail from the Americas, to address a 
joint meeting of the United States Congress.

“Pope Francis has inspired millions of 
Americans with his pastoral manner and 
servant leadership, challenging all people 
to lead lives of mercy, forgiveness, soli-
darity, and humble service.

“His social teachings, rooted in ‘the 
joy of the gospel,’ have prompted careful 
reflection and vigorous dialogue among 
people of all ideologies and religious 
views in the United States and through-
out a rapidly changing world, particularly 
among those who champion human dig-
nity, freedom, and social justice.

“These principles are among the funda-
mentals of the American Idea. And though 
our nation sometimes fails to live up to 
these principles, at our best we give them 
new life as we seek the common good. 

“The Holy Father’s pastoral message 
challenges people of all faiths, ideologies 
and political parties. His address as a vis-
iting head of state before a joint meeting 
of the House and Senate would honor our 
nation in keeping with the best traditions 
of our democratic institutions. It would 
also offer an excellent opportunity for the 
American people as well as the nations of 
the world to hear his message in full.”
[TBC: Pope Francis continues to draw fol-

lowers with his ecumenical message and a 
social gospel suitable for the world but with 
nothing to change the hearts of men.]

(http://goo.gl/BnWVnq)

singAPore To Be cenTer of ProsPeriTy gosPel

rEutErs.com, 3/6/14, “singaPorE mEga-
cHurcHEs HoPE to makE city-statE into 
cEntEr of ProsPErity gosPEl cHristi-
anity” [ExcErPts]: “God is here, God is 
here,” croons Singapore church official 
Sun Ho as she struts across a neon-lit stage 

and thousands of people in the congrega-
tion pump their hands and sing along. 

Kong Hee, the church’s founding pas-
tor and Sun Ho’s husband, then takes the 
stage. In keeping with the electrifying 
mood, he invites his followers to speak “in 
tongues” and a pulsing murmur echoes 
through the auditorium of 8,000 people.

Welcome to one of Asia’s most profit-
able churches: Singapore’s City Harvest.

With a “prosperity gospel” that blends 
the spiritual and the material, City Har-
vest and other Pentecostal megachurches 
in the wealthy Asian city-state have per-
fected a popular and lucrative model.

Evangelising missions by City Har-
vest, including pop concerts by Sun Ho in 
China, Taiwan and the United States, have 
helped it gather followers across Asia and 
set up 49 affiliate churches in Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan and India.

City Harvest—whose founder faces 
trial, along with five others, on charges 
of criminal breach of trust and falsify-
ing accounts over the use of nearly S$51 
million ($40.2 million) in church funds - 
also has a bible college that trains church 
leaders from countries such as Norway, 
Kazakhstan and Zimbabwe.

(www.goo.gl/4dw5hC)

islAmisTs demAnd levy from chrisTiAns in syriA 

rEutErs.com, 2/26/14, “islamists dEmand 
lEvy from cHristians in syrian city” 
[ExcErPts]: An al Qaeda splinter group has 
demanded that Christians in a Syrian city 
it controls pay a levy in gold and curb dis-
plays of their faith in return for protection, 
according to a statement posted online.

The Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL), mainly composed of foreign fight-
ers, is widely considered the most radical 
of the groups fighting President Bashar 
al-Assad, and is also engaged in a violent 
struggle with rival Islamist rebels.

Its directive to Christians in the east-
ern city of Raqqa is the latest evidence of 
the group’s ambition to establish a state in 
Syria founded on radical Islamist princi-
ples, a prospect that concerns Western and 
Arab backers of other rebel groups fight-
ing Assad.

ISIL said it would ensure Christians’ 
safety in exchange for the levy and their 
adherence to restrictions on their faith, cit-
ing the Islamic legal precept of ‘dhimma.’

It said Christians must not make ren-
ovations to churches or other religious 
buildings, display religious insignia out-
side of churches, ring church bells or pray 
in public. It demanded every Christian 
man pay a tax of up to 17 grams of gold, 

a levy that was common in Muslim states 
centuries ago.

The directive also bans Christians from 
owning weapons and from selling pork or 
wine to Muslims or drinking wine in public.

Raqqa was the first and only city to fall 
completely under rebel control last year. 
After repelling an offensive last month...
ISIL has turned its attention to setting up 
a state based on a radical interpretation of 
Islamic law.

It issued a more general set of restric-
tions for all residents of Raqqa last month, 
but this week’s notice included the most 
extensive restrictions yet on Christians.

The recognized al Qaeda affiliate in 
Syria, the Nusra Front, has demanded ISIL 
submit to mediation to end the infighting 
that has killed about 3,300 people this 
year, saying it will “eradicate” them if 
they do not comply in the coming days.

(http://goo.gl/yBWK21)

why hAs lenT Become cool wiTh evAngelicAls?

cHristianity.com, 3/12/14, “Why Has 
Lent Become Cool with Evangelicals?” 
ExcErPts]: Born in the Bible Belt and 
raised in an evangelical church, I didn’t 
know what Lent was until after I graduated 
from college. That was nearly ten years 
ago, and since that time I’ve seen an explo-
sion of evangelical observation of Lent. 

Figuring out why anything becomes 
popular always involves some specula-
tion, but the following factors seem to play 
the largest role in Lent’s growing trendi-
ness among evangelicals.

The Internet rapidly exposes us to new 
ideas and social media gives us a virtual 
window into the lives of others, putting 
names and faces on practices, like Lent, 
that once may have seemed strange to us.

Our society has a double-love of expe-
rience. Economically, most people can 
afford the goods and services they need, so 
experience is ‘the last frontier.’ That’s why 
we pay top dollar for unique experiences. 
Philosophically, most people today believe 
that experience trumps reason. What we 
feel about something is more important 
than what someone else says about it. In 
our experience-loving culture, is it really a 
surprise that Lent has become so popular?

(http://goo.gl/KTJfI1)

Please note: We are using a new format for 
our NewsWatch URLs. The URLs are shortened 
versions of the original website link but still 
lead to the appropriate article. This new option 
provides a cleaner format for this page as well 
as a shorter web address for you to manually 
type into your web browser. Also note, these 
URLS are case sensitive. Thank you.
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Letters  

To the Berean Call,
We are so grateful to you for your faith-

fulness in serving God in your unique way. 
When we come to the place where we 

feel like Elijah (“I am the only one left...”), 
we receive your Berean Call and rejoice 
that there are still those “whose knees have 
not bowed down to Baal.”

May God continue to use you in His 
work. T&MK (CT) 

Dear Brother McMahon,
I have received your magazine for many 

years and I really appreciate how you proj-
ect your ideas on the written page. My fam-
ily and I were missionaries to Costa Rica 
and Spain for 12 years and then pastored a 
church in Washington State....Perhaps I am 
wrong, but I have noted that the American 
church is quite shallow in the sense that 
I don’t see the evangelism, the all-night 
prayer meetings that we were accustomed to 
on the mission field, praise and worship that 
is not just a “song service,” older women 
teaching the younger women things that 
they have learned from experience, and 
other things....I don’t want to be critical, but 
I have learned to observe. Your teaching is 
really needed. JH (AR)

To Berean Call,
As a Calvinist, I object strongly to your 

flawed and humanistic interpretation of 
God’s Sovereignty in salvation. We pur-
chased What Love Is This? and found it 
unreadable! Convoluted and totally illogi-
cal! However, I am also an ex-Catholic and 
applaud your efforts there as well as against 
so many other assaults on the faith, espe-
cially psychology! Thank you. JC (TX)

Dear Berean Call,
Praise the Lord! Just a quick note to 

say thank you to all the TBC staff. I really 
appreciate your ongoing work....Dave 
Hunt’s teaching (as well as Tom McMa-
hon’s) has greatly blessed me. Keep up the 
good work. DM (IL, prisoner)

Mr. McMahon,
Your own doctrine needs to be examined 

in the light of the Word of God and Paul’s 
gospel. There is no Rapture....The Israel of 
God is not physical Israel. It is the church! 
...Dave Hunt is gone now. You can either 
carry on his legacy or true yourself up with 
the Word of God and the Gospel as taught 
us by Paul....The church needs to come 
out of her Babylonian captivity! She has 
been there almost seventy years under the 
Judaized gospel of Scofield.....You will 
answer to God, and not to Dave Hunt, in 
eternity.... ML (email)

Dear T. A. and Staff,
Just a word of appreciation for Dave 

Hunt. His stable confidence in God’s Word 
[taught us] that all men can understand 
God’s Word....The individual’s responsibil-
ity and accountability to seek out the Word 
for themselves is missing in the body today 
(people are relying on others to explain it to 
them). I put my trust in Jesus when I was 
26 years old and some of the first works I 
listened to were Dave’s. This has been of 
extreme value to me as I also recognize that 
no person can come to the knowledge of the 
truth without...seeking it for themselves.... 
JB (email)

Dear Berean Call,
Thanks for your faithful service [and] for 

your article on the Hebrew Roots Move-
ment. How timely! HRM has infiltrated at 
least one of the members of our church. Our 
pastor adressed HRM in a sermon recently. 
Up until then I had no knowledge of HRM 
and am still amazed that so many people 
are immersed in an abberation so removed 
from the finished work of Christ. They can-
not see that “in Christ” (which we now are) 
we have fulfilled the law. If only the church 
could see the depth of Jesus’ prayer in John 
17:21. J&SL (NM) 

Dear Brother McMahon,
I am sad for the TBC staff in now being 

without both Dave and Ruth. However, how 
wonderful to know that they are together in 
the presence of the Lord whom they served 
so passionately throughout their lives.

May the Lord bless and reward you all 
for carrying on their tradition so seamlessly. 
The Berean Call is as uplifting, educational, 
and spiritually thought provoking as it has 
always been. I truly feel in the company 
of family whenever I am reading my copy 
from one end to the other. Have never found 
anything to disagree with! Thank you for 
the immense work that goes into every 
aspect of your publication and thank you 
for the blessing it imparts. BL (MI) 

T. A.’s Speaking Schedule

Apr 11-12 Discerning the Times Conference
 Saskatoon, SK
 (306) 371-1570
 www.discerning-the-times.org

May 1-3 Great Lakes Pastor’s Conference
 Appleton, WI
 (920) 735-1242
 www.ccappleton.org

Aug 29-31 TBC Conference
 Bend, OR
 (800) 937-6638
 www.thebereancall.org

STS 24/7 Broadcast 
Schedule

Mar 28/Apr 4 Dennis and Rauni Higley
 Ministry to Mormons

Apr 11/18 Mark Dinsmore
 Therapeutic Prayer Practices

Apr 25/May 2 Emily Rand
 Ministry to Young Women

Listen to Search the Scriptures 24/7 at: 
www.thebereancall.org/radio

(Schedule is subject to change.)

 TBC Notes 
A Few “Faith” 
Reminders...

Now the just shall live by faith: 
but if any man draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him. But we 
are not of them who draw back unto 
perdition; but of them that believe to 
the saving of the soul. 

— heBrews 10:38-39

Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. For by it the elders obtained a 
good report. Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things 
which do appear.

— heBrews 11:1-3

By faith Enoch was translated that 
he should not see death; and was not 
found, because God had translated 
him: for before his translation he had 
this testimony, that he pleased God. 
But without faith it is impossible to 
please him; for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.

— heBrews 11:5-6

We pray that all of us would have 
the testimony of Enoch…that we 
pleased God.

T. A. McMAhon

execuTive direcTor
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Walking in the Spirit is an amazingly practical proposition. It 
doesn’t mean that we float through life with a halo over our 

head and an angelic smile on our face. We can be spiritually minded 
and still relate to people about earthly things. Some believers react 
so strongly against the pervasive worldliness of our culture that they 
lose the ability to communicate with their friends, relatives, and 
neighbors. Walking in the Spirit doesn’t take us out of reality; it 
allows us to function in reality with optimum effectiveness.

Relationship First
Somebody once said, “The main thing is to keep the main thing 

the main thing.” How true that is in the spiritual realm! While walk-
ing in the Spirit is an incredibly practical proposition, we must bear 
in mind that it’s not the place we begin. Relationship always pre-
cedes behavior.

A great example of this principle is found in the book of 
Ephesians. The first three chapters all deal with relationship. Only 
then does the fourth chapter begin, “Therefore…walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called.” The relationship comes first 
because it provides the foundation for everything that follows.

If we try to walk without first establishing the proper relation-
ship, we won’t make it. Walking requires that we first acquire bal-
ance. This is true even in the physical realm. Before children take 
their first steps, they must learn how to keep their balance while sit-
ting. Next they master the art of standing. Then they learn to wobble 
a little. And only after that do they develop the ability to walk.

In the book of Ephesians, Paul tells us that by understanding 
what it means to be seated with Christ we will begin to experience 
the power of God, which in turn will allow us to walk in a manner 
pleasing to Him. There is a definite progression here. First we must 
have a balanced relationship with God; then we can learn to walk.

At one time all of us lived after our flesh, obeying the desires 
of our flesh and our minds, and were alienated from God. But then 
God’s grace transformed our lives and we began to enjoy delightful 
fellowship with the Lord. We continue to enjoy that deep fellowship 
as we allow God’s Spirit to exercise control over our lives.

Walking Our Talk
There are many who claim to have a relationship with God, who 

throw around all the right Christian buzzwords and catchphrases, 
but who simply aren’t walking with God in any practical way. It is 
crucial that we learn to “walk our talk.” Our lives must be consistent 
with the calling, the blessings, and the profession we make concern-
ing our new relationship with God.

The question is: how do we manage this? How do we avoid 
being carried away by the allure of the world? Paul had an answer in 
Galatians 5:16: “This I say then, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh” (emphasis added).

The Greek word translated “walk” in this passage is a term used 
to describe the dominant characteristic of a person’s life. If some-
one were to have a reputation as a real miser he would be known 
as a person who “walked” in greed. If a person characteristically 
was concerned and helpful, he would be known as someone who 
“walked” in kindness.

To walk in the Spirit means that we allow the Holy Spirit to exer-
cise control over our lives. Every day we are presented with the option 
of living after the Spirit or after our own fleshly desires. Our mind is 
the battleground where we will decide which will have dominion.

It is helpful to remember that God has designed the human mind 
to work much as a computer does. A computer can only produce 
that which has been programmed into it. In like manner, our minds 

are being programmed daily. If our input comes from the flesh, our 
lives will be characterized by the flesh. If we begin to program our 
minds with the things of the Spirit, our lives will begin to reflect the 
priorities of the Spirit.

How easy it is to fall into the trap of making a bold profession to 
please the flesh! Certainly the power that our fallen nature can hold 
over us is one of the biggest problems we face in life. How can we be 
free from the seemingly unconquerable bondage to the flesh?

The simple yet profound answer is this: Don’t fight the flesh; 
strengthen the Spirit! Don’t fight against the darkness; turn on the light.

To do this we must first recognize that we have both a spiritual 
and a fleshly side to our nature. If we are to walk in the Spirit, we 
must feed the spiritual man. We all know what it means to feed the 
physical side of our nature. If I miss feeding my body, it is not subtle 
about reminding me of its needs…. We exercise and take vitamins 
so that we might grow strong physically. Becoming strong in spirit 
requires a similar regimen. We must regularly consume the bread of 
life, the Word of God.

Taking in the Word
How ironic it is that our consumption of the Word is often the last 

thing we get around to. “Of course, I need to spend time in God’s 
Word,” we say, “but I just don’t seem to have time right now.” In 
essence, we are fasting in the Spirit. Our spiritual side often gets fed 
irregularly, spasmodically, and in an unbalanced way. We neglect 
regular, systematic study of the Word for a “let’s flip open the Bible 
and see what catches our eye” approach. Often we have no consis-
tent practice of Bible study or personal growth…. As a result, the 
spiritual man becomes weak and the flesh begins to dominate.

If I want my spiritual man to be strong, it only stands to reason 
that I must sow to my spirit. I can’t be sowing to the flesh and hope 
that I’m somehow going to produce a spiritual crop. In order to walk 
in the Spirit, I must begin to feed the spirit. That means I must make 
it a point to get more and more into the Word of God…. 

It is important to see God’s Word as the essential that it is. Jesus 
claimed that His words were spirit and life, so a regular, systematic 
time in God’s Word is essential if we are to walk in the Spirit.

Communing with God
A high priority on prayer is another essential for experiencing the 

joys of walking in the Spirit. As we thrill to the excitement of com-
muning with God, we find ourselves being strengthened in spirit. We 
become more and more conscious of the presence of God in all that 
we do and in every circumstance we encounter.

Being aware of God’s presence opens our understanding to a 
more full and developed worldview. I am convinced that one of our 
greatest needs is to become more and more aware of God’s presence 
at all times….

Our lives can be remarkably transformed when we come to real-
ize that God is with us continually. Losing sight of that fact can open 
the door to spiritual disaster. The farther God is removed from our 
consciousness, the more we are strongly drawn to the things that feed 
and please our fallen nature. When we stumble and fall, we may point 
to many external factors to explain our behavior, but the root of our 
problem is a failure to keep God’s presence in mind. The instruction 
to walk in the Spirit simply means that we are to deliberately make 
God our constant traveling companion as we move through the day.

When we walk in the Spirit, living in constant awareness of the 
presence of God, we no longer need others to nag and preach at us 
about living up to Christian standards. Our lives will be revolutionized 
as we keep the nearness and love of God in the front of our minds.

Grace — One Step at a time
an excerpT from   Why Grace Changes Everything   By chuck smiTh



IT’S TIME TO BEGIN  planning for another exciting Berean call 
conference in beautiful Bend, oregon — August 29-31! There is no cost to 
attend the meetings (though pre-registration is required).

This event will once again be at The riverhouse convention center. if you’ve 
never had the pleasure of experiencing the beauty of sunny central oregon 
and its stunning view of the cascade range, this year would be a wonderful 
time to vacation and fellowship with Berean-minded believers! if you’ve been 
with us before, you already know some of the blessings in store—both inside 
the meetings as well as outside. either way, we hope that you will join us for 
this time of edification and recreation.

we have an exciting lineup of speakers who, in addition to teaching, will be 
ready to answer your questions during frequent Q&A sessions.

our hope and prayer is that the conference will glorify the lord and be 
an encouragement to all who are able to attend. remember, there is no 
registration fee, but space is limited—so please give us a call to reserve your 
seat! you are responsible for making your own transportation, lodging, and 
dining arrangements. we hope that you can join us for this special time of 
teaching and fellowship!

BBQ Chicken Lunch!
Please join us on August 31 for what has become a 
delightful annual tradition: BBQ and open house at 
the offices of The Berean Call! Served just around the 
corner from the TBC offices, this optional lunch will be 
prepared by Bend’s award-winning Country Catering.

Only $9.50 a Meal Ticket!

Register:
Call: 

1-800-937-6638

go Online at: 
www.thebereancall.org/conference

For more information visit:  www.thebereancall.org/conference

August 29-31

O
r e g o n

Be n d

Riverhouse Information:

• 3075 N. Business 97, Bend, or 97701 — 866-453-4480

Places to stay:

• Shilo inn Bend (next to The riverhouse) 
- shiloinns.com — 541-389-9600 or 800-222-2244

• Bend inn and Suites (across the street from The riverhouse) 
- www.bendinnsuites.com — 541-388-4114 or 888-678-Bend

• Sugarloaf Mountain Motel (10 minute walk) 
- sugarloafmtmotel.com — 541-330-5998 or 866-499-3971

• Holiday inn Express - hiexpress.com — 877-863-4780

• Bend Quality inn - bendqualityinn.com — 541-318-0848

• Fairfield inn and Suites - marriott.com — 541-318-1747

• red lion Bend North - redlion.rdln.com — 541-382-7011

Places to Camp:

• Tumalo State park is located between Bend and Sisters, about a 
15-minute drive from The riverhouse. more information is available 
at: www.oregonstateparks.org/park_45.php

• Bend/Sisters Garden rV resort is about a 30 minute drive from 
The riverhouse. www.bendsistersgardenrv.com — (888) 503-3588

Come Join

• BBQ Chicken
• Beans
• potato Salad

• Garlic Bread
• Watermelon
• Cookies

• iced Tea 
or lemonade

2014 tBC  Bible Conference



Does the conference cost anything?
By God’s grace, the conference is FrEE! pre-registration is required.

Will Their be a video stream of the conference?
• Yes! We plan to offer a free, liVE, online video stream of the conference.

Where Will The conference Be Held?
• it will be at The riverhouse Convention Center, Bend, oregon.

Where should I stay?
• Check our list of hotels and campsites to get a good idea of where to stay, but 

reserve your spot a.s.a.p because places will sell out!

Will there be scheduled “Free” time? 
• A full schedule is TBA but you can expect short breaks between each talk and 

longer breaks scheduled during meal times (about an hour and a half).

Are Meals provided?
• No, meals are not provided. However there is an optional meal ticket for purchase 

for a sunday afternoon “picnic” lunch provided by country catering. (see opposite 
page for more details)

Will Child Care be Provided?
• No, child care will not be provided, although we will have an area designated just 

for younger kids and their parents outside the main meeting hall. 

Will I have An opportunity 
to meet the speakers?
• Yes, the conference speakers will be available to meet conference attendees as 

their schedule permits. Throughout the conference you will also have opportunity 
to submit questions to specific speakers to be answered in the Q&A sessions 
following their talks. in addition, our bookstore will feature individual tables for 
each conference speaker, where you will be able to purchase their resources.

2014 tBC  Bible Conference
Conference speakers:

FreQuently Asked Questions:

us this labor day weekend!

g. Richard 
(Dick) Fisher
g. richard (dick) fisher served as 
pastor of laurelton Park Baptist 
church in Bricktown, new jersey, for 

more than 40 years, from 1968 until his retirement in 
june 2009. Pastor fisher was also part of the teach-
ing staff at central jersey Bible institute for over three 
decades, where he had served as dean of the school. 
He currently serves as an officer of personal Freedom 
outreach. dick is a contributing writer to the Pfo Quar-
terly journal and a co-author of a book published by 
Pfo, The confusing world of Benny hinn.

t. A. McMahon
T. A. mcmahon is president and exec-
utive director of The Berean call min-
istry, editor-in-chief and contributing 
writer for The Berean call newsletter, 

co-author of The seduction of christianity, and author 
of showtime for the sheep? and Temporal delusion. 
Holder of a master’s degree in communications, he has 
researched and written numerous documentaries and 
scripted several feature films. His writing/producing 
for christian videos includes The god makers, israel, 
islam & Armageddon, and Psychology and the church.

Warren B. smith
warren B. smith is a former social 
worker who directed several home-
less programs in northern california 
and served as a hospice social worker 

in new orleans and on the california coast. Prior to 
coming to christ, warren was involved in the new Age 
movement. That experience has prompted him to write 
extensively on the subject of spiritual deception in the 
church. warren is the author of many books including 
The light That was dark, A “wonderful” deception, 
false christ coming, and his latest book Another jesus 
calling. warren is a frequent speaker at conferences 
and on radio and television.

Ron Merryman
ron merryman has been involved in 
christian ministry for more than 50 
years. he has served the lord as a 
pastor and in several Bible colleges. 

ron has authored many books including, galatians: 
God’s Antidote to legalism and millennial eschatology: 
The Triumphant kingdom of messiah. he writes and 
manages merryman ministries from his home in Tulla-
homa, Tennessee.

Paul Wilkinson
Paul wilkinson is the Associate minis-
ter at hazel grove full gospel church 
in stockport, england. he holds a Bsc 
in mathematics from york, and a BA, 

mA, and Phd in Theology from manchester. An inter-
national conference speaker, writer, and contributor to 
christian television, radio, and documentaries, Paul has 
also studied and lectured at the international school of 
holocaust studies at yad vashem in jerusalem and is 
a recognized authority on “christian Palestinianism.” 
he is the author of understanding christian Zionism - 
israel’s place in the purposes of God (formerly titled 
For Zion’s Sake), which addresses christian Zionism, 
christian Palestinianism, and charts dispensationalism 
and the role of john nelson darby. Paul has been a 
featured speaker at our past three conferences (2011, 
2012, 2013) and we look forward to hearing from him 
again in 2014.

Plus Q&A Sessions!
last year’s conference featured a new Q&A for-
mat moderated by T. A. mcmahon. The speakers 
responded to questions from the audience imme-
diately following their talks. streaming partici-
pants were able to take part through email and 
social media. we look forward to using the same 
format this year!
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NEW!  Six DayS  The Age of The eArTh And The decline of The church

apologEticS rESourcES  “Be reAdy AlwAys To give An Answer . . . of The hoPe ThAT is in you”

six days: The Age of the earth 
and the decline of the church
Ham—The biggest mistake pastors make is compromis-
ing the gospel! Most pastors and Bible study leaders don’t 
do it knowingly, but it’s happening in nearly all denom-
inations. This inspiring new book reveals that if we are 
going to believe the Bible as the source for understand-
ing salvation, we also have to believe and trust what it 
says about why we need salvation (the origin of sin). The 
reason we need Jesus, and the first promise of our future 
salvation and restoration in Him, comes early in Gene-
sis. Ken Ham examines how compromise beginning 
in Genesis, particularly in regard to the six days of 
creation and the earth’s age, has filtered down from 
professors to pastors—and finally to parents and their 

children. This faith-eroding legacy is seen in the number of young people leav-
ing the church, rejecting the gospel and, ultimately, Jesus Christ. Get the facts, 
discover God’s truth, and help bring a new reformation to your family and your 
church! Master Books, 256 pp.
B17895 Retail $13.99 — 2 or more just $9.60 each! wt .8     $12.00

uncensored science: Bill nye debates ken ham
Answers in Genesis—Leading creation apologist and bestselling 

Christian author Ken Ham was joined at the Creation Museum by 
popular TV personality and evolution apologist Bill Nye. Ham, 
a former science instructor who emigrated to the USA from 
Australia more than 25 years ago, was joined by the popular 
children’s program personality Bill Nye “The Science Guy” 

for this first—and only—scheduled debate. Each man delivered 
what he believed was the best information available, followed by 

an opportunity for rebuttal, and finally, a Q&A with questions submitted by the audi-
ence. This DVD documents the actual, uncut statements, arguments, and reactions 
of these two leading spokesmen. You will understand the worldviews of each pro-
ponent and those whom they represent better than ever before. 3 DVDs, 151 min.
DVD332 Retail $19.99 — 2 or more just $14.80 each! wt .4     $18.50

Already gone
Ham/Beemer—If you look around 
in your church today, two-thirds of 
the young people who are sitting 
among us have already left in their 
hearts; soon they will be gone 
for good. This is the alarming 
conclusion from a study that 
Answers in Genesis commissioned 

from America’s Research Group. The results may 
unnerve you—they may shake long-held assumptions 
to the core—but these results need to be taken seriously 
by the church. Already Gone reveals why America’s 
churches have lost an entire generation of believers and 
gives the views of 1,000 twenty-somethings, solidly 
raised in the church but no longer attending—and their 
reasons why. Master Books, 190 pp.
B15297 2 or more $10.00 ea.      wt .5     $12.50

Already compromised
Ham/Hall—A stunning revelation 
about the nation’s Christian colleges! 
Apologetics powerhouse Ken Ham 
teams with Dr. Greg Hall for an 
eye-opening assessment of 200 
Christian colleges and universities 
from across America. During the 
unprecedented 2010 study by Britt 

Beemer’s America’s Research Group, these colleges 
were polled on core faith questions...and the results are 
revealing and shocking! Examine the beginnings of the 
Ivy League schools and their now forgotten purposes 
at their formation. Observe the views, responses, and 
answers to basic questions from these Christian colleges 
that will surprise and alarm you. Master Books, 239 pp.
B16073 2 or more $10.80 ea.      wt .8     $13.50

NEW!

demolishing supposed 
Bible contradictions vol. 1
Ham—Now, in a bold defense for 
the accuracy of Scripture, Ken Ham 
leads a powerful team of contribu-
tors in providing core biblical truths 
to help refute claims regarding the 
inaccuracy of God’s Holy Word. With 
nearly two-thirds of young people 

leaving the church when they move from home, there 
has never been a more important time to have a reasoned 
response for those who desire only to undermine your 
faith. This book is a great starting point in teaching you 
how to think and then respond to false claims regard-
ing the Bible. It is imperative that believers are able to 
stand firm in their faith and have answers to the culture’s 
attacks on the Bible. Master Books, 141 pp.
B16003  Retail $12.99 wt .4     $12.50

many infallible Proofs
Morris—This resource examines the internal and external evidences 
for the divine nature of Scripture. Christians will be strengthened by 
these topics: problems in verbal inspiration, fulfillment of prophecy, 
the structure of Scripture, and alleged Bible contradictions. Chris-
tians today are woefully ignorant about the Bible. Thankfully, schol-
ars like Henry Morris have seen fit to provide us with good answers 
for questions posed by Bible critics. Master Books, 396 pp.
B00059 Retail $13.99 — 2 or more just $10.00 each! wt 1.0     $12.50

in defense of the faith
Hunt—When confronted with uncomfortable questions from 
atheists, do your once-firm convictions begin to crumble and 
compromise? Dave Hunt provides biblical responses to mul-

tiple questions in an easy-to-understand and concise  manner. 
Included in the book is a one-disc MP3 radio discussion. The 

Berean Call, 373 pp.
B60668 Retail $24.99 — 2 or more just $18.00 each! wt 1.1     $22.50

includes
free mP3!
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FEaturED author  donAld chiTTick

Noah aND thE global FlooD  reseArch And discover The TruTh

flood by design
Oard—A thorough and educational exploration of 
the Genesis flood’s effect on the earth’s surface 
from Frozen in Time author, Mike Oard. Discover 
if there really was a flood on the scale described in 
the Bible—and what evidence there is for this global 
event. Oard gives an astounding answer to these 
questions and affirms the reality of the account of 

the Genesis geologic history. Ideal for advanced students and home-
schoolers, this eye-opening book includes chapter questions for fur-
ther review and discussion. Master Books, 130 pp.
B05235 Retail $14.99     wt .9     $14.00

A Pocket guide to the global flood
Various—Can we really believe the biblical account of a 
global flood? How was the Grand Canyon formed? How 
did fossils of sea shells get on the highest mountains? 
Filled with concise and powerful answers, this Pocket 
Guide to the Global Flood solves these questions and 
more. Be equipped with concise, powerful, illustrated 

answers regarding transcontinental rock layers, rapid erosion, folded 
strata, volcanic activity, and more. Answers in Genesis, 95 pp.
B08003 Retail $5.99     wt .2     $5.75

A pocket Guide to Noah’s Ark
Various—Can we really believe the biblical account of 
Noah’s Ark? How could it hold all those animals? How 
could Noah care for all of them? What did Noah’s Ark look 
like? How did kangaroos get to Australia? Has Noah’s Ark 
been found? Answer these questions and more with this 
biblical and scientific look at the Genesis account of Noah 

and his obedience. The Pocket Guide to Noah’s Ark combines the latest 
research with careful biblical scholarship, showing why we can trust the 
Bible’s account of Noah’s Ark. Answers in Genesis, 95 pp.
B08005 Retail $5.99     wt .2     $5.75

Noah’s Flood
Answers in Genesis—Can you believe in millions of 

years and a Noachian flood, or are they mutually 
exclusive? Does the geological evidence really 
confirm millions of years or the global, cata-
strophic Flood? Dr. Terry Mortenson answers 

these questions and many more in this illustrated 
talk that considers both the biblical teaching and the 

geological evidence. Ages 15 and up. 1 DVD, 72 min.
DVD182 Retail $12.99     wt .3     $12.50

The Puzzle of Ancient man
Chittick—Popular culture has led us to believe that ancient 
man was primitive, originating from primates and steadily 
improving through a process of time and chance. But does 
that agree with reality? What does the evidence left behind 
from past cultures tell us? Was ancient man simple and prim-
itive as we have been taught, or did the level of science and 
technology existing thousands of years ago rival, or even 
surpass, the level of ours today in the 21st century? In this 
updated edition, Dr. Chittick examines more details of tech-
nology, evidence of ancient machine power, and optical tech-

nology possessed by ancient people. Come and examine with Dr. Chittick what the 
facts say about ancient man that have long gone unnoticed and often times ignored 
by today’s secular culture. Creation Compass, 274 pp.
B07834 Retail $15.99 — 2 or more just $12.00 each! wt .7     $15.00

2008 TBc conference: 
donald chittick

Chittick—In 2008, Dr. Chittick 
was one of our featured speakers 
at The Berean Call conference in 
Bend, OR. He gave two excel-

lent talks, in his easy to understand 
presentation style, on the subjects of 

“ancient man” and creation vs. evolution. A great combo 
resource to his book The Puzzle of Ancient Man. This 
DVD features both of his talks: Worldviews and the 
Question of Origins and The Puzzle of Ancient Man. 
1 DVD, 93 min.
DVD179 Retail $21.99 wt .2     $17.50

set122 This SET includes all 3 books and DVD (see above) — Retail $39.96, TBC Reg. $38.00 wt 1.6     sale!  $30.00

set60 This SET includes book and DVD (see above) — Retail $37.98, TBC Reg. $32.50 wt 1.0     sale!  $26.00

donald e. chittick holds a Ph.d. in physical chemistry from oregon state university and has taught at the university of 
Puget sound and george fox college. A contributor to several books and periodicals, he has lectured on the creation/
evolution topic throughout the past two decades, both in the united states and abroad. dr. chittick was a speaker at The 
Berean call 2008 conference — see dvd below.
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The calvary road
Hession—This is an updated 
edition of a book written by 
missionary and evangelist 
Roy Hession in 1950. Roy 
Hession was convicted of 
his own need for spiritual 
renewal as he heard the testi-
mony of church leaders from 

East Africa then experiencing revival. This 
book is the result of that testimony. Hession 
shows us how brokenness, humility, and 
repentance prepare our hearts to receive the 
fullness God wants us to have. CLC Publica-
tions, 131 pp. Retail $6.99. 
B82363 2 or more $5.20 ea. wt .3    $6.50

Body Builders
Stagner—This outstand-
ing contemporary daily 
devotional by Pastor Barry 
Stagner is sure to stretch, 
strengthen, and build up 
your faith. Stagner’s heart 
as a pastor comes through 
on each page as he encour-

ages his readers to look to the Lord Jesus and 
His Word as they walk life’s path. A number 
of our staff members have used this resource 
and highly recommend it! Xulon Press, 440 
pp. Retail $22.99
B54589 2 or more $17.90 ea. wt 1.6  $22.00

one day at a Time
MacDonald—These invigo-
rating meditations on the 
Scriptures from the crisp, 
Christ-exalting writings of 
William MacDonald are not 
intended to replace the daily 
reading of the Word, but to 
stimulate your thinking in 

Scripture, and, by God’s grace, to help you 
apply the truth to your daily walk. Gospel 
Folio Press, 384 pp. Retail $15.99
B00490 2 or more $12.00 ea. wt 1.3  $15.00

your victory in jesus
Moody—The new life we 
have in Christ is to be a vic-
torious one. “But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ…and this is the 
victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith” (1 Cor 

15:57, 1 John 5:4). True victory is experienced 
by letting Christ live His life in and through 
us as we trust in Him and obey Him. Then we 
will have our “fruit unto holiness” (Rom 6:22) 
to the glory and praise of God. D. L. Moody 
teaches us how we can have that victory in 
all situations and circumstances. Whitaker 
House, 205 pp. Retail $7.99
B00456 2 or more $5.60 ea. wt .3     $7.00

Believer’s Bible 
commentary
MacDonald—The Believ-
er’s Bible Commentary 
provides rich practical 
exposition of both the Old 
and New Testaments in 
one hardbound volume. 
Written from a soundly 

conservative viewpoint, it combines profound 
spiritual insights and relevant practical appli-
cation. This verse-by-verse explanation of 
the Bible is one of the best investments you 
can make in your study of the Word of God 
and provides plenty of material for serious 
students of Scripture. Thomas Nelson, 2389 
pp. Retail $39.99. 
B19728 2 or more $23.20 ea. wt 5.0  $29.00

finding Peace 
in life’s Storms
Spurgeon—Charles Spur-
geon unwraps God’s gift of 
hope as he presents us with 
strong encouragement and a 
powerful tool for surviving 
daily struggles and tempta-

tions. This book will renew and strengthen your 
walk. Whitaker House, 153 pp. Retail $8.99
B84795 2 or more $6.40 ea. wt .3     $8.00

why grace changes everything: 
The key That unlocks 
God’s Blessings
Smith—Grace—it’s a word we all love to 
hear. But do we all know what it means? 
Without it, our lives are dry and dusty. When 
grace comes, it transforms our lives into 
something rich and beautiful. With remark-
able insight gleaned from his own life, Pas-
tor Chuck Smith unfolds the mystery of 
grace and reveals the surprising truth: We 
can never grow in grace by our own efforts. 
True grace flows from the heart of the Father 
through the love of Jesus Christ. To under-
stand that God is for you and that He loves 

you is the greatest source of security you will ever know. Experiencing 
His love and grace can carry you through any trial life throws at you, 
and that makes all the difference. Word for Today, 175 pp.
B28780 Retail $10.99 — 2 or more just $8.00 each! wt .5     $10.00

The wisdom of the Ages
Word for Today—This MP3 explores 
the origin, history, and relevance of 
the Bible. Pastor Chuck Smith, Dr. 
Henry Morris, and Dave Hunt dis-
cuss the most reliable Bible transla-

tions, the basis for our Bible, as well 
as the inerrancy, sufficiency, and authority 

of the Scriptures. These subjects are both timely and pertinent for 
anyone with a serious desire to know more about the validity of 
the Bible. Includes Choosing the Right Bible, a compact guide by 
Dave Rolph and Brian Nixon. 1 MP3 disc. Retail $10.99
MP3015 2 or more just $8.00 each! wt .2     $10.00

NEW!

NEW!  Why gracE chaNgES EvErythiNg  By chuck smiTh

smiTh morris hunT

mP3

groWiNg iN thE lorD  resources from macdonAld, sPurgeon, And more!
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FrEE “ShoWtimE” papErback!*  wiTh PurchAse of “ToZer on worshiP”
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*The proliferation and promotion of “Bible” movies streaming from unholy hollywood should bring concern, not delight, from Bible-minded 
believers. in view of this trend which is impacting the church, TBc is giving away one free copy of “showtime for the sheep?” with every copy of 
“Tozer on worship and entertainment” purchased. This is a $26.98 retail value (regularly $22.50), now just $12.50 for a limited time.

Tozer on worship and entertainment
Tozer—Here, in one volume, is a collection 
of Tozer’s thoughts on the vitally important 
subject of worship—and its corruption by 
what he referred to as “the great god of 
Entertainment.” This book culminates over 
500 tape-recordings of Tozer preaching to 
his Chicago congregation, camp meetings, 
conventions, his denomination’s General 
Council and his last years at the Avenue 
Road Church in Toronto—these selections 
are the essence of Tozer’s convictions on 
decadence within the Church. Also includes 
Tozer’s essay “The Menace of the Religious 

Movie.” WingSpread Publishers, 209 pp.
B97154 Retail $13.99 — 2 or more $10.00 ea. wt .6    $12.50

showtime for the sheep?
McMahon—Tom observes a connection 
between The Passion of the Christ and 
trends taking place among professing Bible 
believers such as the increasing use of 
entertainment in presenting the gospel, the 
ecumenical relationship between Catholics 
and evangelicals, the use of imagery verg-
ing on idolatry, and the major drift away 
from the objective Word of God in favor 
of the subjective, “feelings-oriented” treat-
ment of the Scriptures. For a limited time 
get a FREE copy of Showtime with 
every purchase of Tozer on Worship 

and Entertainment! The Berean Call, 159 pp.
B60134 Retail $12.99 wt .4    $10.00

FREE!*


