
The FinaliTy oF The Cross

by DAVE HUNTDECEMBER 2014



2 T o l l - f r e e  o r d e r s  8 0 0 - 9 3 7 - 6 6 3 8  •  7 a m – 4 : 3 0 p m  m o n – f r i  ( p a c i f i c  T i m e )

 O r d e r  a t  t h e s e  s a l e  p r i c e s  t h r O u g h  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5  •  ( W h i l e  s u p p l i e s  l a s t )  

December 2014 • Vol XXIX No. 12

The Berean Call
Founder: Dave Hunt
Executive Director: T. A. McMahon

subscriptions
The Berean Call newsletter is published 
monthly and sent free of charge to US 
addresses ($12/yr outside the US). To 
subscribe, please write PO Box 7019, 
Bend, OR 97708, or call 1-800-937-6638.

TBC online
To receive The Berean Call by email or to 
access our online archives, please go to 
www.thebereancall.org
To order items from this newsletter or to 
see a wide variety of additional resource 
materials, visit www.thebereancall.com

Permissions
The publisher reserves all rights but permits 
readers to make up to 100 photocopies of 
any whole or partial newsletter, for non-
commercial use. Readers may also quote 
or re-post material from this issue for print 
or online usage, provided that: the excerpt 
is not the primary content of a work for 
sale; that the context is preserved; and 
that proper citation/attribution is given. For 
any other usage, please contact TBC.

Donations
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated 
on the belief that God will provide as we 
seek His face, so we do not make appeals 
for financial help. Although the ministry 
operates primarily on donations, these 
are freewill and not solicited. Through the 
years, TBC has seen God “do exceeding 
abundantly above” all that was asked  
or thought.

Contacting Us
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638
general inquiries: (541) 382-6210
e-mail: customerservice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-
exempt corporation registered in the State 
of Oregon. It is overseen by an independent 
board which has full and final authority over all 
corporate assets, personnel, and affairs. (12/14)

TBC—SO MANY of our TBC readers, friends, and 
family have been greatly blessed by our “God of 
Wonders” DVD greeting cards that we’ve created a 
brand-new special edition card for all-season giving. 
Our new DVD card features a powerful message 
from Paul Wilkinson’s Sunday service at the 2014 
TBC Bible Conference. Based on a beautiful song 
written by Paul’s pastor, Andrew Robinson, “When 
the Trumpet Call Shall Sound” is a message of hope 
and encouragement for all believers to remember 
that “our redemption draweth nigh.” Paul exhorts 
the church with the promise of 1 Corinthians 15:52, 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Believers and 

non-believers alike will be impacted by this Spirit-filled message concerning the Lord’s soon 
return for His bride—a message of certain hope that is desperately needed in these increasingly 
uncertain times. Designed for year-round giving, this card features beautiful full-color original 
artwork outside and a corresponding Scripture imprint inside (1 Cor. 15:51-52, 55-57)—that leaves 
plenty of room for personalization for any occasion! Envelopes are included for your mailing 
convenience (requires extra postage). We pray this is one “trumpet call” that will be heard (and 
seen) far and wide throughout the year. Visit thebereancall.com/collections/cards and click on 
When the Trumpet Call Shall Sound — to see a preview of the entire video. 1 DVD, 72 min.
CARD04 wt .4     $7.50

NEW!

eXclUSIVe DVD GreeTING cArD: When The TrUMPeT Call shall soUnD!

Winter card - with God of Wonders DVD
TBC—A beautiful winter scene and full-
length multilingual DVD make this high-
quality 5x7 greeting card an ideal seasonal gift 
for friends, family, and neighbors.
CARD03   5 greeting cards   wt .4    $20.00

Spring card - with God of Wonders DVD
TBC—Our spring design greeting cards with 
full-length multilingual DVD not only praise 
our Creator in picture and verse but also 
double as an affordable and meaningful gift 
for friends and family.
CARD02   5 greeting cards   wt .4    $20.00

SALE! God of WondErS cArdS

nEW dVd GrEEtinG cArd! 

Envelopes are included for your mailing convenience (requires extra postage). To preview 
the God of Wonders DVD visit: www.thebereancall.com/products/god-of-wonders-dvd

SALE! SALE!

Greeting card price breakdowns (please specify quantity when ordering):
5 to 99 DVD greeting cards 

@ $4.00 ea.
100+ DVD greeting cards 

@ $3.00 ea.
1,000+ DVD greeting cards 

@ $2.00 ea.
God of Wonders Greeting Cards are not sold individually (minimum order of five) and are 
not packaged for resale. Sorry, no returns on this item, regardless of quantity purchased.

5 to 24 DVD greeting cards 
@ $4.00 ea.

25 cards ($3 ea.) — $75
100 cards ($2.50 ea.) — $250

200 cards ($1.75 ea.) — $350
500 cards ($1.50 ea.) — $750

Greeting card, quanity discount, breakdowns (please specify quantity):

Sorry, no returns on this item, regardless of quantity purchased.
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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11

The Finality 
of the Cross

Dave Hunt 
First published in October 1995

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me....”

— GalaTians 2:20

Anti-Christian elements in the secular 
world would like very much to do away 
with all public display of the cross. Yet it is 
still seen atop tens of thousands of churches 
and in religious processions, often made of 
gold and even studded with precious stones. 
Most frequently, however, the cross is dis-
played as popular jewelry hanging around 
necks or dangling from ears. One wonders 
by what strange alchemy the bloodstained, 
rugged cross of torment upon which Christ 
suffered and died for our sins became so 
sanitized and glamorized.

No matter how it is displayed, even as 
jewelry or graffiti, the cross is universally 
recognized as the symbol of Christianity—
and therein lies a serious problem. The cross 
itself rather than what transpired upon it 19 
centuries ago has become the focus of atten-
tion, resulting in several grave errors. Its 
very shape, though devised by cruel pagans 
for punishing criminals, has become holy 
and mysteriously imbued with magic prop-
erties, fostering the delusion that displaying 
a cross somehow provides divine protection. 
Millions superstitiously keep a cross in their 
homes or on their person or make “the sign 
of the cross” to ward off evil and frighten 
demons away. Demons fear Christ, not a 
cross; and any who have not been crucified 
with Him display a cross in vain.

Paul declared, “For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God” (1 Cor 1:18). So the power of the cross 
lies not in its display but in its preaching; 
and that preaching has nothing to do with 
the peculiar shape of the cross but with 
Christ’s death upon it as declared in the 
gospel. The gospel is “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth” 
(Rom 1:16), not to those who wear or other-
wise display or make the sign of the cross.

What is this gospel that saves? Paul 
states explicitly: “I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you...by 
which also ye are saved,...how that Christ 

died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scrip-
tures...” (1 Cor 15:1-4). It comes as a shock to 
many that the gospel includes no mention 
of a cross. Why? Because a cross was not 
essential to our salvation. Christ had to be 
crucified to fulfill the prophecy concerning 
the manner of the Messiah’s death (Ps 22), 
not because the cross itself had anything to 
do with our redemption. What was essential 
was the shedding of Christ’s blood in His 
death as foreshadowed in the Old Testament 
sacrifices, for “without shedding of blood 
is no remission [of sins]” (Heb 9:22); “for it 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for 
the soul” (Lev 17:11).

Who his oWn self bare our sins 
in his oWn body on The Tree, ThaT 
We, beinG dead To sins, should 
live unTo riGhTeousness...

— 1 Peter 2:24

This is not to say that the cross itself 
has no meaning. That Christ was nailed 
to a cross reveals the horrifying depths of 
evil innate within every human heart. To 
be nailed naked to a cross and displayed 
publicly, to die slowly with taunts and jeers 
filling the air, was the most excruciatingly 
painful and humiliating death that could be 
devised. And that is exactly what puny man 
did to his Creator! We ought to fall on our 
faces in repentant horror, overcome with 
shame, for it was not only the screaming, 
bloodthirsty mob and derisive soldiers but 
our sins that nailed Him there!

So the cross lays bare for all eternity 
the awful truth that beneath the polite 
facade of culture and education the heart 
of man is “deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked” (Jer 17:9), capable of 
evil beyond comprehension even against 
the God who created and loves him and 
patiently provides for him. Does any man 
doubt the wickedness of his own heart? Let 
him look at the cross and recoil in revulsion 
from that self within! No wonder the proud 
humanist hates the cross!

At the same time that the cross lays bare 
the evil in man, however, it also reveals 

the goodness, mercy, and love of God as 
nothing else could. In the face of such 
unspeakable evil, such diabolical hatred 
vented against Him, the Lord of glory, who 
could destroy this earth and all upon it with 
a word, allowed Himself to be mocked and 
falsely accused and scourged and nailed 
to that cross! Christ “humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil 2:8). When man was 
doing his worst, God responded in love, not 
merely yielding Himself to His tormenters 
but bearing our sins and taking the judgment 
we justly deserved.

Therein lies another serious problem with 
the symbol, and especially with Catholi-
cism’s crucifix, which portrays Christ 
perpetually on the cross, as does the Mass. 
The emphasis is focused upon the physical 
suffering of Christ as though that paid for 
our sins. On the contrary, that was what man 
did to Him and could only condemn us all. 
Our redemption came about through: His 
bruising by Jehovah and “his soul [being 
made] an offering for sin” (Is 53:10); God 
laying “on him the iniquity of us all” (v. 6); 
and His bearing “our sins in his own body 
on the tree” (1 Pt 2:24).

The death of Christ is irrefutable evi-
dence that God in righteousness must pun-
ish sin—the penalty must be paid or there 
can be no forgiveness. That God's Son had 
to endure the cross even after crying to His 
Father in agonizing contemplation of bear-
ing our sins, (“[I]f it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me” — Mt 26:39), is proof that 
there was no other way mankind could be 
redeemed. When Christ, the sinless, perfect 
man and beloved of His Father, took our 
place, God’s judgment fell upon Him in all 
its fury. What then must be the judgment 
of those who reject Christ and refuse the 
pardon offered in Him! We must warn them!

At the same time and in the same breath 
that we sound the alarm of coming judg-
ment, we must also proclaim the good 
news that redemption has been provided 
and God’s forgiveness is offered for the 
vilest of sinners. Nothing more evil could be 
conceived than crucifying God! Yet it was 
from the cross that Christ in infinite love 
and mercy prayed, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). 
So the cross proves, too, that there is for-
giveness for the worst of sins and sinners.

Tragically, however, the vast majority of 
mankind rejects Christ. And here we face 
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another danger: that in our sincere desire 
to see souls saved we adjust the message 
of the cross to avoid offending the world. 
Paul warned that care had to be taken not 
to preach the cross “with the wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect” (1 Cor 1:17). But surely 
the gospel can be explained in a new way 
that is more appealing to the ungodly than 
those old-time preachers presented it. Per-
haps today's techniques for packaging and 
selling could be used to clothe the cross in 
music or a beat or entertaining presentation 
such as the world uses that would give the 
gospel a new relevancy or at least familiar-
ity. Psychology, too, can be drawn upon to 
provide a more positive approach. Let us 
not confront sinners with their sin and the 
gloom and doom of coming judgment, but 
explain that their behavior isn’t really their 
fault so much as it is the result of abuse 
they have suffered. After all, are we not all 
victims? And didn’t Christ come to rescue 
us from victimization and our low view of 
ourselves and to restore our self-esteem 
and self-confidence? Blend the cross with 
psychology and the world will beat a path 
to our churches, filling them with new mem-
bers! Such is today’s new evangelicalism.

Confronting such perversion, A. W. 
Tozer wrote: “If I see aright, the cross of 
popular evangelicalism is not the cross of 
the New Testament. It is rather a new bright 
ornament upon the bosom of a self-assured 
and carnal Christianity....The old cross slew 
men; the new cross entertains them. The old 
cross condemned; the new cross amuses. 
The old cross destroyed confidence in the 
flesh; the new cross encourages it....The 
flesh, smiling and confident, preaches and 
sings about the cross; before that cross it 
bows and toward that cross it points with 
carefully staged histrionics—but upon that 
cross it will not die, and the reproach of the 
cross it stubbornly refuses to bear.”

Here is the crux of the issue. The gospel 
is designed to do to self what the cross did 
to those who hung upon it: put it utterly to 
death. This is the good news in which Paul 
exulted: “I am crucified with Christ!” The 
cross is not a fire escape from hell to heaven 
but a place where we die in Christ. Only 
then can we experience “the power of His 
resurrection” (Phil 3:10), for only the dead 
can be resurrected. What joy that promise 
brings to those who long to escape the evil 
of their own hearts and lives; and what 
fanaticism it seems to those who want to 
cling to self and who therefore preach what 
Tozer called the “new cross.”

Paul declared that in Christ the Christian 
is crucified to the world and the world to 
him (Gal. 6:14). That is strong language! This 

world hated and crucified the Lord whom we 
now love—and in that act it has crucified us 
as well. We have taken our stand with Christ. 
Let the world do to us what it did to Him if it 
will, but we will never again join in its selfish 
lusts and ambitions, its godless standards, 
its proud determination to build a utopia 
without God and its neglect of eternity.

To believe in Christ is to admit that the 
death He endured for us is exactly what 
we deserve. Therefore, when Christ died, 
we died in Him: “[W]e thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead [i.e., 
all have died]: and that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him who died for 
them, and rose again” (2 Cor 5:14-15).

i am crucified WiTh chrisT: 
neverTheless i live; yeT noT i, 
buT chrisT liveTh in me: and The 
life Which i noW live in The flesh 
i live by The faiTh of The son of 
God, Who loved me, and Gave 
himself for me.

— Galatians 2:20

“But I’m not dead, “is the earnest response. 
“Self is still very much alive.” Paul, too, 
acknowledged, “For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I 
do” (Rom 7:19). Then what does “I am cruci-
fied with Christ” really mean in daily life? It 
doesn’t mean that we are automatically “dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:11). We still 
have a will and choices to make.

Then what power does the Christian have 
over sin that the Buddhist or good moralist 
doesn’t have? First of all, we have peace 
with God “through the blood of his cross” 
(Col 1:20). The penalty has been paid in full, 
so we no longer try to live a good life out of 
fear that otherwise we will be damned, but 
out of love for the One who has saved us. 
“We love him, because he first loved us (1 Jn 
4:19); and love moves the lover to please the 
One loved at any cost. “If a man love me, 
he will keep my words” (Jn 14:23), our Lord 
said. The more we contemplate the Cross 
and meditate upon the price our Lord paid 
for our redemption, the more we will love 
Him; and the more we love Him, the more 
we will desire to please Him.

Secondly, instead of struggling to over-
come sin, we accept by faith that we died 
in Christ. Dead men can't be tempted. Our 
faith is not in our ability to act as crucified 

persons but in the fact that Christ was cruci-
fied once and for all in full payment of the 
penalty for our sins.

Thirdly, after declaring that he was “cru-
cified with Christ,” Paul added, “neverthe-
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
[faith in the Son of God], who loved me, 
and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20). The just 
“live by faith” (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38) 
in Christ; but the non-Christian can only 
put his faith in himself or in some self-help 
program or phony guru.

Tragically, the Catholic’s faith is not in 
the redemption Christ accomplished once 
and for all upon the cross, but in the Mass, 
which allegedly is the same sacrifice as on 
the cross and imparts forgiveness and new 
life each time it is repeated. It is claimed that 
the priest transforms the wafer and wine into 
the literal body and blood of Christ, thereby 
making Christ’s sacrifice on the cross per-
petually present. There is no way, however, 
that a past event can be made present. 
Moreover, if the past event accomplished its 
purpose, then there is no reason for wanting 
to perpetuate it in the present, even if that 
could be done. For example, if a benefactor 
pays a creditor the debt someone owes, the 
debt is gone forever. It would be meaning-
less to speak of re-presenting or reenacting 
or perpetuating the payment in the present. 
One could well remember with gratitude the 
payment that was made, but no reenactment 
would have any virtue since there no longer 
remains any debt to be paid.

As Christ died, He cried in triumph, “It 
is finished,” using a Greek expression that 
meant that the debt had been paid in full. 
Yet the new Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says, “As sacrifice, the Eucharist is 
also offered in reparation for the sins of the 
living and the dead and to obtain spiritual 
or temporal benefits from God” (par 1414, p 
356). That is like trying to continue paying 
installments of a debt that has been paid 
in full. The Mass is a denial of the suffi-
ciency of the payment Christ made for sin 
upon the cross! The Catholic lives with the 
uncertainty of wondering how many more 
Masses it may take to get him to heaven.

Many Protestants live in similar uncer-
tainty, fearful that they may yet be lost if 
they fail to live a good enough life or lose 
their faith or turn their backs upon Christ. 
There is a blessed finality to the cross that 
delivers us from such insecurity. Christ 
need never be crucified again; nor can those 
who have been “crucified with Christ” be 
“uncrucified” and then “recrucified”! Paul 
declared: “For ye are dead, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God” (Col 3:3). What 
assurance for time and for eternity! TBC
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Quotable
The church is not the agent God will use 

to usher in His Kingdom of righteousness and 
justice. That position belongs solely to God’s 
Son, the Messiah. To say otherwise is to deny 
Jesus the glory ascribed to Him alone.

—James A. Showers, 
Israel My Glory, Sept/Oct 2014

Q&A
This month’s Q&As were answered by 
Dave Hunt and were originally printed in 
October 2005 and June 2007

Question: [You have] objected to the use 
of the terms “Messianic Jew” and “Messi-
anic movement” as not biblical….I would 
differ with your explanation of Jesus and 
His followers not being observant Jews 
after the cross. The apostles did continue 
to observe Sabbath after the cross (Acts 
13:14, 42, 44; 16:13; 17:2; 18:4, 11; two 
Sabbaths at Antioch, one Sabbath at 
Philippi, three Sabbaths at Thessalonica, 
seven to eight Sabbaths at Corinth). The 
feasts of Scripture were to be everlasting 
for the Israelites and could be partaken of 
by the strangers among them. Most were 
everlasting observances, and…will con-
tinue in the future….God does not change 
His mind (Lv 23:14, 21; Zec 14:16-19). As a 
Gentile in a “Messianic” congregation, 
I have the liberty to keep these Feasts.  
Response: I am sorry if there are Christians 
who want Jews to deny their heritage as 
the chosen people of God descended from 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were 
delivered from Egypt and brought into the 
Promised Land. That is wrong. Yes, the 
stranger who became a Jew through keep-
ing the law, including being circumcised, 
was to keep the feasts of the Lord. But for 
a Gentile to keep those feasts today would 
be a fraud. His ancestors were not delivered 
from Egypt by miracles and brought into 
the Promised Land to inherit it, nor has he 
joined the nation of Israel.

None of the verses you list declares that 
the apostles kept the Sabbath but only that 
they went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day. Obviously, that was because the Jews 
gathered together there on that day, and 
this was the best way to reach them with 
the gospel. In the early days, the apostles 
did observe the law and keep the feasts in 
order not to offend the unsaved Jews. This 
was only, however, for the sake of winning 
them to Christ: “For though I be free from 
all...yet…unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews; to them that are 
under the law, as under the law, that I might 

gain them that are under the law.…that I 
might by all means save some” (1 Cor 9:19-22).

There are many warnings against becom-
ing entangled in Jewish observances: “One 
man esteemeth one day above another: 
another esteemeth every day alike….He 
that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to 
the Lord he doth not regard it” (Rom 14:5-6). 
That passage certainly closes the door for 
Jew and Gentile upon obligatory observa-
tion of the Sabbath or any other Holy Day.

The very term “Messianic Jew” makes a 
distinction between Jews and Gentiles that 
does not exist in Christ. Am I a “Messianic 
Gentile”? There is neither Jew nor Gentile; 
we are one in Christ.
Question: I have read your articles on 
replacement theology and Israel. You 
stated that Gentiles observing the festi-
vals and other Torah laws were frauds. 
Could you please explain?
Response: That is not what I actually said, 
nor would I accuse those who sincerely 
think they are doing God’s will of being 
“frauds.” I would reserve that term for those 
to whom it properly applies. What I did say 
was that “for a Gentile to keep those [Jew-
ish] feasts today would be a fraud”—and I 
stand by that.

The Passover, for example, was clearly 
to be kept by Jews as a “memorial” of the 
deliverance of their ancestors from slavery 
in Egypt and as proof that they were the cho-
sen people of “the God of Israel” to whom 
that land belongs today. It would, therefore, 
be improper for Gentiles to celebrate the 
Passover—and the same is true of the other 
Jewish feasts. Though all relate to the gospel 
symbolically, they are specifically for Jews 
to keep as part of their heritage in relation to 
the land God gave to them alone.

And yes, I have made it clear that I reject 
categorically the very word “Messianic.” It 
is confusing and is not found in the Bible. 
To speak of a “Messianic Movement,” 
or “Messianic Christians,” or “Messianic 
Jews,” etc., is not biblical. Such expressions 
were never used by Christ, the apostles, or 
the early church. Yet one gets the impres-
sion from “Messianic” believers that they 
are being more biblical by using that term.

The Hebrew word “Messiah” (mashiah) 
appears only twice in the Old Testament, 
both in the same passage (Dn 9:25-26). The 
Greek form of it, Messias, appears only 
twice in the New Testament (Jn 1:41; 4:25). 
In Israel, prophet, priest, and king had to 
be anointed with a special oil symbolic of 
the Holy Spirit. The words “Messiah” and 
“Christ” signified the Anointed One, in 
whom all three offices would be fulfilled.

In contrast to only four appearances 
of “Messiah/Messias” in the entire Bible, 

the word “Christ” (Gr. Christos) occurs 
hundreds of times in the New Testament. 
So it would seem more biblical to refer to 
“Christ Movement,” or “Christ Christians,” 
or “Christ Jews” than to “Messianic.” 
That word purports to call us back to the 
“Jewish roots” of our faith. Unfortunately, 
“Messianic-whatever” implies that observ-
ing Jewish practices ensures that one will 
be closer to God—and it often becomes 
an excuse for imposing the law and Jew-
ish observances upon Gentile Christians. 
This is unbiblical and something that Paul 
combated in his epistle to the Galatians.

The gospel is all about Christ, who died 
for the sins of the world. Everyone, Jew 
or Gentile, must believe on Christ in order 
to be saved. All who believe on our Lord 
Jesus Christ in response to the gospel have 
embraced the Messiah—but not in the 
exclusively Jewish sense of the Anointed 
One who will rescue Israel at Armageddon 
and reign on the throne of David forever.

The term “Messianic Christian” makes 
an unbiblical distinction between two 
classes of Christians: “Messianic” and 
“Non-Messianic.” Yet Jews and Gentiles 
who believe the gospel have been made 
one in Christ. If one is a Christian, whether 
Jew or Gentile, he has believed on Christ 
the Messiah as Lord and Savior. There is 
no other basis of salvation. 

The gospel that the apostles preached and 
that we are to preach doesn’t have the word 
“Messiah” in it. The gospel is that “Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures” 
(1 Cor 15:1-8). It would not be more biblical to 
preach, “Believe on the Messiah, who died 
for our sins.” The early church was all Jews, 
but it is never called “Messianic.”

Scripture refers to “Jews...Gentiles...the 
church of God” (1 Cor 10:32). “Messianic” 
describes none of these. Jews and Gentiles 
who believe on Jesus before He comes vis-
ibly at Armageddon are in the church; Jews 
and Gentiles who do not receive Christ as 
Savior until He appears at the Second Com-
ing will inhabit the earth for eternity—Jews 
in the special relationship to their Messiah 
promised to Israel, Gentiles as part of the 
nations that remain on earth (Rv 21:24; 22:2) 
along with Israel but distinct from her.

Again, it is presently impossible for 
anyone to be “Messianic” because all who 
believe on Christ (Jew or Gentile) are in the 
church, with Christ ruling as Lord in their 
hearts. They are part of the bride that will 
rule and reign with Him eternally. They 
will not be among the Jewish subjects in 
the Kingdom over whom the Messiah 
will reign on the throne of David. To call 
some Christians “Messianic” is not biblical 
but confusing.



Quirinius—Cyrenius 
Was Govenor of Syria Twice

First of all, the dates that Bishop Spong and other 
critics use in this presumed refutation were never by 
any means certain. Historians did not accept them. It 
would be foolish to throw away one’s confidence in the 
Bible on the basis of dates that are questionable at best. 
For example, Will Durant, in The Story of Civilization, 
Volume III, indicated that he did not know when 
Quirinius (another spelling for Luke’s Cyrenius) began 
his governorship over Syria. If Durant, one of the most 
highly respected of all historians, said the exact date 
was unknown, I would be suspicious of a critic who, in 
order to “prove” the Bible wrong, states dogmatically 
that Quirinius began his reign in AD 6!

Furthermore, on the basis of new evidence since 
Durant wrote his history, as already noted, other 
historians such as A. W. Zumpt are convinced that 
Quirinius was governor over Syria twice, the first 
time from at least as early as 4 BC. That governor-
ship ended in AD 1. John Elder believes Quirinius’ 
first time as governor began as early as 7 BC. Christ’s 
birth, of course, had to be no later than 4 BC, which 
would have been when Quirinius was governor the 
first time, exactly as Luke states.

As for Tiberius Caesar— 
Most Interesting!

As for the alleged problem with the date of the 
reign of Tiberius Caesar, the historical evidence for 
its resolution has been well-known for many years. 
Yes, Augustus Caesar died in AD 14, and that date is 
therefore generally listed as the official beginning of 
the reign of his successor, Tiberius Caesar. However, 
the skeptics are so eager to find a flaw in the Bible that 
they fail to dig deeply enough to discover the perfectly 
sound reason for an earlier date.

In actual fact, Tiberius, though technically not yet 
the Caesar, had already begun to rule the empire some 
years before Augustus’ death, because the latter was 
elderly and in poor health. Rebellions had cost the 
lives of those possible successors closest to Augustus. 
Left without either aide or successor, Augustus had 
in AD 2 adopted Tiberius as his son and coregent. 
Subsequently, Tiberius had been sent out by Augustus 
to put down the rebellions and had done a masterful 
job. Will Durant writes:

When he [Tiberius] returned in AD 9, after five 
years of arduous and successful campaigning, all 
Rome, which hated him for his stern puritanism, 

What Year Was Jesus Born?

Question: Matthew says Christ’s birth was during the reign of Herod [the Great] (Matthew 2:1). 
Herod died, by all accounts, in 4 BC, so Christ could not have been born any later than that. Yet 

Luke says that Jesus had just turned 30 years old in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar (Luke 3:1, 
23), who began to reign in AD 14. So that would mean Jesus was 30 in AD 29? and thus was born in 1 
BC, three years after Herod’s death, thoroughly destroying Matthew’s timing! In a further contradiction, 
Luke puts Christ’s birth when Cyrenius was governor of Syria, but he didn’t take that office until AD 6. 
Episcopalian Bishop John S. Spong of Newark, New Jersey, says that such contradictions prove the Bible 
isn’t reliable. I believe the Bible is true. Can you help me?

Response: The seeming contradictions you mention (as well as many others) have been eagerly (in 
.fact, too eagerly) raised by a number of skeptics as “proof ” that the Bible contains errors and thus 

cannot be God’s Word. One needs to remember that the Bible has been “proven” wrong many times on 
the basis of then-available knowledge either of science or history. However, in every case, when all the 
facts were at last uncovered, the Bible was vindicated and the critics were red-faced. It is the same here.

Biblical Answers to Challenging Questions



resigned itself to the fact that though Augustus 
was still prince, Tiberius had begun to rule.

Counting his rule as having actually begun in AD 
9, “the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar” 
(Luke 3:1) would be AD 24–25. If Jesus was born 4 
or 5 BC, just before Herod’s death and during the first 
governorship of Cyrenius over Syria, that would make 
Him 29 years of age in AD 24–25, at the beginning of 
His ministry. Notice that Luke says that He “began to 
be about thirty years of age.” Of course, if He was born 
in 6 BC, He would have been 30 sometime during AD 
24. We don’t have precise dates, but what we know 
certainly confirms the accuracy of Luke’s testimony.

The above demonstrates once again how mistaken 
and deceitfully biased are the wishful criticisms of the 
supposed scholars such as those of the Jesus Seminar 
(and apostate religious leaders such as Bishop Spong) 
who claim that the New Testament cannot be relied 
upon because it was not written until centuries after 
the time of Jesus. In fact, the dating Luke gives, which 
archaeological discoveries took years to verify, could 
not possibly have been known and recorded with such 
precision even decades, much less centuries, later, as 
the critics insist. It could only have been known to 
eyewitnesses on the scene at the time, which the Bible 
writers claim to have been.

Irwin Linton, in A Lawyer Examines the Bible, puts 
it well: “The frank and artless narratives of the Bible 
are so obviously indifferent to the appearance of con-
sistency, and show so clearly that irregularity which 
is the sure mark of honest handwork in the Oriental 
rug and of spontaneity in human testimony, that they 
have often lured opponents into attempts at destruc-
tive cross-examination which have only brought the 
Bible’s truth and consistency into clearer light.”

One of the Bible’s great strengths, then, is the rein-
forcing power of apparent inconsistencies, which, in 
the reconciling, prove the truthfulness of the narrative.

William Paley draws attention to this fact in his 
writings:

Now, in historical researches, a reconciled 
inconsistency becomes a positive argument. First, 
because an impostor generally guards against 
the appearance of inconsistency; and secondly, 
because when apparent inconsistencies are found, 
it is seldom that anything but truth renders them 
capable of reconciliation.

The existence of the difficulty proves the absence 
of that caution which usually accompanies 
the consciousness of fraud; and the solution 
proves that it is not the collusion of fortuitous 
propositions which we have to deal with, but that 
a thread of truth winds through the whole, which 
preserves every circumstance in its place.

Why Did God Allow Seeming Contradictions?

Question: You Christians seem to have a way of somehow coming up with a “reconciliation” 
of whatever contradictions and inconsistencies “unbelievers” are able to discover in the Bible. 

However, no matter how convincing the “reconciliation” may seem to be, I am left with a question: 
Why should there be so many problems that you have to work so hard to solve? It seems to me that the 
very fact that there are so many inconsistencies (even if you supposedly solved every one) is in itself 
evidence that the Bible is badly flawed and therefore could not possibly be God’s Word.

Response: On the contrary—the many seeming contradictions and inconsistencies constitute a very 
convincing proof of the reliability of the Bible. If three witnesses who claimed to have seen an 

accident each described it in exactly the same language, word for word, one would have good reason 
to suspect collusion and to throw out their testimony. However, if each described it in his own words 
and from his own perspective, one would tend to believe them. Moreover, if there seemed to be some 
conflict in their testimonies, but if that conflict were resolved by probing deeper into the incident, that 
would add significantly to the trustworthiness of their testimony. So it is with the seeming contradictions 
in the Bible.

— An excerpt from In Defense of the Faith (pp. 91-94) by Dave Hunt

In Defense of the Faith
Hunt—With the keen eye of an experienced trea-
sure hunter, Dave Hunt helps readers probe and 
unearth the incredible wealth of guidance found 
in God’s Word. The resulting adventure will not 
only strengthen the faith of believers but equip 

them to live daily according to His revealed truth in an increas-
ingly hostile world. From now until Jan.  31, 2015, buy-one In 
Defense of the Faith, get-one FREE! The Berean Call, 373 pp.
B60668 wt 1.1    $20.75

— An excerpt from In Defense of the Faith 
(pp. 94-95) by Dave Hunt
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TBC NewsWatch
SAeeD AbeDINI’S moTher FleeS IrAN

Christianitytoday.Com, 11/3/14, “Pastor 
saeed abedini’s mother flees iran after 
rePeated threats” [exCerPts]: The mother 
of imprisoned pastor Saeed Abedini has fled 
Iran following repeated threats to her life, 
her daughter-in-law reported last week.

Abedini’s mother and two of his sib-
lings escaped Iran on Friday, and are await-
ing transport to the United States. Abedini’s 
wife, Naghmeh, said that her mother-in-law 
is heartbroken to leave Saeed behind, but 
had no choice.

“Saeed’s mum has been under constant 
threat and intimidation by the Iranian gov-
ernment as she has been following up on 
Saeed’s case (clemency, hospital....) and 
now she is forced to leave Iran because 
of it and threat of being arrested,” Nagh-
meh wrote on Facebook. “The government 
(magistrate) has now said that clemency is 
no longer an option and they will not allow 
Saeed to be treated at the hospital.”

Naghmeh said she remains hopeful and 
prayerful. “I know that God is in control 
and only Jesus (no government) will get all 
of the Glory for Saeed’s release,” she told 
over 38,000 Facebook supporters.

(http://goo.gl/JjvRAv)

“Beer anD hyMns sUnDay” WiTh Three-Beer liMiT

Christianheadlines.Com,. .10/30/14, 
“oklahoma ChurCh organizes “beer and 
hymns sunday” with three-beer limit” 
[exCerPts]: A Tulsa church has caused con-
troversy for allowing congregants to drink 
alcohol on the premises. Sunday, Oct. 26, 
East Side Christian Church featured “Beer 
and Hymns Sunday” as part of a series about 
the future of the Christian church around 
the world... The church maintains there is 
a three-beer limit and ID’s are checked at 
the door.

 “Everybody’s welcome. No questions 
are banned. No holds barred,” Michael 
Riggs, senior pastor at First Christian 
Church of Downtown Tulsa, told Fox23.
com. “Just come and respect each other’s 
opinions, and just have a good honest con-
versation about God while having a few 
beers at the same time.” 

East Side Christian Church is affiliated 
with the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) denomination. The Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 2014 Yearbook reports 
a 35 percent [decrease] in total membership 
over the past decade. 

[Charisma news editor] Jennifer 
LeClaire...questions whether slamming 

down a few brews is the way to solve 
the ills of the Church. “Are beer-based 
outreaches really edifying in the end?,” 
LeClaire wrote. “If we compromise the 
purity and holiness of the Christian faith 
to win souls, are we really leading them 
into a true salvation after the bottle of beer 
is empty? Or are we merely compromis-
ing the gospel in the name of soul-winning 
without fruit that remains?”

(http://goo.gl/tnF0PQ)

DID GoD mAke The ebolA VIrUS?

iCr.org, 10/29/14, “did god make the 
ebola Virus?” [exCerPts]: When this 
article was written, the number of West 
Africans who contract the deadly Ebola 
virus was doubling about every three and 
a half weeks, making it the worst outbreak 
of the disease since the first recorded 
occurrence in 1976. Where did this virus 
come from? 

Oddly enough it may have been trans-
ferred to humans from bats. Three spe-
cies of West African fruit bats showed no 
symptoms when researchers infected them 
with Ebola virus. Out of 1,030 animals—
including birds, small mammals, and 
679 bats—members of three bat species 
showed signs that they are the “reservoirs 
of Ebola virus.”

Like bird or swine flu viruses, which 
cause no symptoms in the chickens or pigs 
from which they emerge, Ebola viruses 
appear to have become harmful when 
transferred to other animals and man. Like 
many currently pathogenic microbes and 
viruses, the original Ebola may have pos-
sessed a function that was actually help-
ful. But now, in the post-Fall world, it has 
become pathogenic. It’s rather like Swed-
ish industrialist Alfred Nobel’s invention 
of dynamite, which he intended for mining 
and construction, but that others readily 
repurposed for war.

Alternatively, Ebola may represent 
a degraded version of a virus that has no 
pathogenicity. Or Ebola may have been 
designed to exist in bats and not in humans, 
but a barrier to transmission between hosts 
in the pre-Fall world has since been lost 
due to Adam and Eve’s sin. These hypoth-
eses and others are still under investiga-
tion, and genetic research might bring the 
most likely explanation to light.

While medical professionals struggle 
to understand and contain Ebola...we need 
not struggle to understand that Ebola, like 
dynamite, may have begun with a good 
purpose.

(http://goo.gl/zIvvS8)

boko hArAm DeNIeS ceASeFIre

Christiantoday.Com,..11/1/14,..“boko 
haram says they haVe not agreed to any 
Ceasefire and the sChoolgirls abduCted 
from Chibok haVe been married off” 
[exCerPts]: Boko Haram leader Abubakar 
Shekau has denied reports of a ceasefire 
and insisted that the militant group will 
not negotiate.

 There had been reports in the media 
that a ceasefire had been brokered by the 
Nigerian army and that the more than 200 
schoolgirls abducted by Boko Haram six 
months ago were soon to be freed.

The schoolgirls were abducted by the 
terrorist group from their school in the vil-
lage of Chibok in Borno state, north-east-
ern Nigeria in April.

Boko Haram’s actions were con-
demned internationally and a social media 
campaign, “Bring Back Our Girls,” went 
global, but in the end, freeing the girls 
has proved extremely difficult despite the 
involvement of several countries.

Only a few dozen girls have managed 
to escape and the fate of the rest remains 
uncertain.

In a video message released on Friday, 
Shekau categorically denied reports of a 
ceasefire and said the abducted girls had 
converted to Islam and been married off, 
the BBC reports.

“We have not made ceasefire with any-
one. We did not negotiate with anyone. 
It’s a lie,” he said.

“We will not negotiate. What is our 
business with negotiation? Allah said we 
should not.”

Human Rights Watch said in a 63-page 
report last week that forced marriage and 
conversion was common in Boko Haram’s 
treatment of the women and girls it has 
abducted.

The report was based on interviews 
with over 40 witnesses and victims of 
Boko Haram abductions in Borno, Yobe 
and Adamawa states, including some of 
the Chibok schoolgirls who had escaped.

In the report, Human Rights Watch 
was critical of the Nigerian government 
for failing to prevent abductions and do 
enough to support those who manage to 
escape their captivity.

The Nigerian government was also crit-
icised for failing to bring the perpetrators to 
justice, and Human Rights Watch warned 
that Boko Haram had only been “embold-
ened” to carry out more abductions because 
of the “relative ease” with which they had 
seized the Chibok schoolgirls.

(http://goo.gl/BTt5TC)
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Letters   

Greetings,
I just watched Israel, Islam, and Arma-

geddon. Excellent, excellent documentary. 
Highly recommended with two thumbs up! 
RB (Comment on TBC Facebook page)

Dear Berean Call,
I have just finished reading Dave Hunt’s 

marvelous book, Cosmos, Creator, and 
Human Destiny. I’m not a scientist, but 
the facts Dave presented put Darwinism 
and atheists in a vice grip from which they 
can’t escape, despite their arrogant, blus-
tering ridicule. Sometimes I chuckled at 
Dave’s humor in exposing how ridiculous 
evolution is. I enjoyed the book immensely. 
What a magnificent magnum opus for Dave 
Hunt. EM (email)

Dear Berean Call Ministry,
I just wanted to thank you for your 

[August and September] newsletters, which 
were packed with fascinating and useful 
information. I especially appreciated the 
two-part series, “The Age of the Earth.” I 
had been looking high and low for just this 
type of information about the unreliability 
of our current “scientific” age dating tech-
niques. This condensed article is perfect for 
my needs! I also appreciated the interesting 
article, “Job and His Friends.” I once read 
an entire book on Job, and not once did the 
author suggest that Job may have needed to 
endure his trial. What a revelation! I also 
loved all the gems of insight contained 
in the article “Great is the Mystery,” in 
particular the reference to the true source 

of information (not DNA) and also the 
rise of evil through Satan’s pride. Also the 
September Quotable “...even the most irk-
some chore is there to be done for God and 
His glory.” A new perspective on drudgery! 
Somebody has to scrub that toilet, so adopt 
a good attitude about it. And last but not 
least, “Big Bang’s Big Problem” in News-
Watch. Ka-Boom! Thanks so much for two 
exceptionally excellent issues! DG (email)

To The Berean Call,
Greetings! As one who expounds on the 

brotherhood of those who worship the one 
true God, I was shocked and dismayed by 
the May issue. Why would someone need 
to go to a football game and tear pages out 
of a holy Qur’an? To show their hatred. 
That’s not Christian, or godly. That’s incit-
ing a riot....

Muslims consider ourselves one Ummah 
(tribe or community), transcending color or 
nation. (I believe Christians are supposed to 
feel the same way.) So an attack on Islam 
is a “racist” attack.

Surah 5:51 speaks on not taking Chris-
tians and Jews as friends and protectors 
[because] they are friends and protectors of 
one another. This was proven time and again 
during the life of the prophet Muhammad. 
When he tried to befriend them they sought 
to attack him within his own community 
after being paid to do so by other Arabs.

Of course, we don’t have to worry 
about that today as Christians and Jews 
would never seek to attack Muslims any 
more, right?

Jihad means to struggle to bring oneself 
to submission to Allah’s will—not “Holy 
War” against other men. There was no 
compulsion to faith in Islam, and no war 
against children and non-combatants. And 
NO suicide! True, there are some mis-
guided Muslims who have not read the holy 
Qur’an, just like there are some misguided 
Christians who have not read the Holy 
Bible. KN (TX, prisoner)

Dear Mr. McMahon,
I have received The Berean Call for very 

many years and always have been grateful 
for its outspoken, unafraid commentary. 
My passion is for truth, and am cognizant 
of Jesus’ warning “do not be deceived,” 
also realizing that even at 81 (my age) this 
is possible—a horrifying thought.

Also frightful, and very unnerving is 
our government’s militant, pro-Palestinian 
stance. Another subject altogether! MO 
(South Africa)

Berean Call,
I thank you millions for your online 

conference. I was going to send questions 
but most speakers answered them in their 

messages. Wonderful, wonderful speakers. I 
have heard most of what was spoken in the 
conference messages. Otherwise it would 
have been overwhelming. There is hope. If 
I was saved at 44 years old, there is hope! 
CW (CA)

 TBC Notes 
Serious Heads Up for 

Local Body Leadership
The responses to our 2014 October 

newsletter survey have been coming 
in, and the information we received 
in them is, in a word, shocking! The 
purpose of the survey was simply to 
get an idea of where the upcoming 
generation is in its spiritual interests 
and biblical understanding. The value 
of the survey from TBC’s perspective 
was the hope that we could use the 
feedback to help us as we attempt to 
edify, equip, and encourage our read-
ers, primarily those believers in their 
20s and 30s. 

Although we had a target group, we 
are receiving responses from a wider 
age range, which is very helpful in 
our decision-making regarding what 
issues we need to address. The most 
“shocking” response to our questions 
has been the lack of understanding of 
what constitutes being saved. Many 
marked the box “Faith in Jesus plus 
works.” This is surprising coming 
from those who claim to be Chris-
tians, but some of their answers to 
other questions may indicate why 
they believe in a false gospel: they 
spend little if any time studying the 
Word of God.

Our exhortation to pastors, youth 
pastors, elders, Sunday school teachers, 
youth leaders, parents, grandparents, 
etc., is to hand out this anonymous, 
unintimidating but hopefully  convict-
ing survey in order to get an understand-
ing of what others around you believe, 
especially regarding the gospel. 

Although the results of the survey 
have been alarming, many leaders 
report their thankfulness for it because 
of what they have discovered about 
those to whom they minister. The 
survey can be found in the October 
issue or online at www.thebereancall.
org/survey.

T. A. McMAhon

execuTive direcTor

T. A.’s Speaking Schedule

Dec 14 Calvary Chapel Cypress
 Cypress, CA
 (714) 236-1288

Apr 17-19 Living Hope Evangelical Church
 La Crete, AB
 (780) 926-0534

STS 24/7 Broadcast 
Schedule

Dec 5/12 Thomas Ice
 Rapture under Attack

Dec 19/28 T. A. McMahon
 Bible According to Hollywood

Listen to Search the Scriptures 24/7 at: 
www.thebereancall.org/radio 

(Schedule is subject to change.)
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IN THE EArLY 1970s the rapture was the most-talked-
about topic in the church. [Hal Lindsey’s bestselling book, 
The Late Great Planet Earth], had captured the attention and 

imagination of his generation. Pastors preached about heaven and 
Christians eagerly anticipated being caught up at any moment to 
meet their Lord in the air. Even the secular world became famil-
iar with the concept. There were movies, such as The Omen, 
about the end times. Radio and television mentioned the Second 
Coming frequently, and cartoons and bumper stickers also took 
up the theme. One of the latter solemnly warned: “I’m leaving in 
the rapture, ride at your own risk!’’

All of that has changed. The bumper stickers have worn off, 
the movies have lost their appeal, and the sermons have gone on 
to currently popular themes.... 

The Late Great Planet Earth had only suggested that Christ’s 
statement concerning “this generation’’ might possibly indicate a 
fulfillment within 40 years from Israel’s rebirth. Yet that possibil-
ity had metamorphosed (though not so intended by Hal Lindsey) 
into necessity in the thinking of so many Christians that when 
1981 came and went without the rapture there was consider-
able disillusionment with the pretribulation position. Doubts had 
already been mounting as that key date had approached. In fact, 
by the late 1970s the posttribulation view had gained a substantial 
following even in denominations and institutions that had long 
been bastions of the (until then) dominant pretribulation position.

Needless to say, January 1, 1982, saw the defection of large 
numbers from the pretrib position. At that point, however, the 
posttrib theory looked no better, because the Great Tribulation 
obviously had not arrived on schedule. To many it seemed that 
the only option remaining was the postmillennial view, a minority 
belief that had all but died out among evangelicals. After being 
generally written off, however, as Gary North admits, and in spite 
of the apparent unreasonableness of the a.d. 70 scenario, the post-
millennial view is once again staging a dramatic comeback.

The New Issue: rapture or No rapture
Now that 1988 has become history without the appearance of 

the Great Tribulation or the Antichrist—and with the prospects of 
Armageddon fading into the future...the controversy is no longer 
between a pre-, mid-, or posttrib rapture as it has been for so long. 
The issue has become “rapture or no rapture.’’ And the latter view 
is gaining strength so rapidly that it promises to become the pre-
dominant belief in the near future. While most postmillennialists 
believe in a rapture, as we have already noted, it is so far in the 
future as to have little practical effect upon an individual’s life 
and offers none of the purifying and motivating hope normally 
associated with the expectancy of the imminent return of Christ.

Most Christians no longer know what they believe about 
prophecy and now realize that their previously held opinions 
must be given an honest and careful review. Many who were once 
excited about the prospects of being caught up to heaven at any 
moment have become confused and disillusioned by the appar-
ent failure of a generally accepted biblical interpretation they 
once relied upon. Those who believed in the rapture because it 
was popular are, of course, abandoning it now that it has become 
unpopular. They never had a good reason for what they believed 

based upon their own carefully weighed convictions. It is sad that 
so few Christians know the Bible for themselves.

The church is now ripe for the developing views of history 
and prophecy that either downplay or eliminate the rapture and 
put the emphasis upon “Christianizing’’ (in contrast to “convert-
ing’’) the world. A new genre of books espousing the idea that 
“victory in Christ’’ means a Christian takeover of this world is 
coming off the presses and selling well. Such ideas are being suc-
cessfully taken into mainstream evangelical churches [which] 
represents a major theological shift in the church....

Being taken to heaven in the rapture has been to a large 
extent replaced by the rapidly growing new hope that the church 
is destined to take over the world and establish the kingdom of 
God. The focus has turned from winning souls for citizenship in 
heaven to political and social action aimed at cleaning up society. 
Scarcely a sermon is being preached about the world to come. 
Attention is focused instead upon achieving success in this one. 
If we have a big enough march on Washington and vote in enough 
of our candidates, then we can make this world a beautiful, safe, 
moral, and satisfying “Christian’’ place for our grandchildren. 
This is a very enticing scenario....

Whatever happened to heaven?
The expectancy of the Lord’s soon return which was so evi-

dent in the 1970s at the peak of the popularity of Hal Lindsey’s 
The Late Great Planet Earth has all but vanished from the church. 
Today there is scarcely a favorable reference to the rapture from 
most pulpits. And the hymns that once expressed the church’s 
longing for heaven are now heard only at funerals.

There has developed a surprising and growing antagonism 
against eagerly watching and waiting for Christ’s return, which 
surely was the attitude of the early church. The pendulum is 
swinging to an outright rejection of not only the pretrib but also 
the premillennium rapture.... 

We could cite the current struggle going on in the Southern 
Baptist Church as one example. It is the largest Protestant denomi-
nation, but is presently losing members at a surprising and growing 
rate to independent churches that deny the rapture, deny any place 
for national Israel in prophecy, and believe that an elite group of 
“overcomers’’ will soon manifest immortality in their bodies with-
out the resurrection or the Second Coming, and take over the world 
for Christ. Only then will Christ return. Not to take His bride home 
to heaven as the Bible clearly teaches, however, but to reign over 
the kingdom that has been established by her for Him here on this 
earth. One of the leaders in this movement writes:

You can study books about going to heaven in a so-called 
“rapture’’ if that turns you on. We want to study the Bible 
to learn to live and to love and to bring heaven to earth.

Is this issue even worth discussing? After all, what does it 
matter when Christ comes or when or how the kingdom is estab-
lished? Is eschatological debate of any significance? A partial 
answer would lie in the fact that “last days’’ prophecy is a subject 
that takes up about one-fourth of the Bible. How could we dare to 
suggest that the Holy Spirit would give such importance to some-
thing which, in the final analysis, really doesn’t matter? Based 

The Late Great Rapture Theory?
excerpTed from  Whatever Happened to Heaven?  — by dave hunT
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only upon the amount of attention given to it in the Bible, when 
and how and why Christ returns must be of great importance both 
to God and to us. We need to seek to understand why.

One reason for the significance of this issue should be quite 
obvious. Paul tells us that Christ is going to catch His bride away 
from this earth to meet Him in the air— “and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord’’ (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Consequently, those 
who expect to meet Christ with their feet still planted on earth—
a “Christ’’ who has arrived to take over the kingdom they have 
established in His name—will have been badly deceived. In fact, 
they could have been working to build the earthly kingdom for 
the Antichrist. Yet this teaching that we must take over the world 
and set up the kingdom for Christ has become the fastest-growing 
movement within the church today.

Changing attitude Toward israel
One of the key doctrines of this movement is the claim that the 

church is now Israel, heir to all of her promises, and that national 
Israel has been cut off from God and has no further place in the 
prophetic scheme. This new focus on an earthly inheritance for 
the church has further turned the hope of being taken to heaven in 
the rapture into an object of ridicule. It has also produced a dras-
tic change in attitude and a serious reduction in the evangelical 
church’s traditional support of Israel, an about-face which is being 
viewed with alarm by that tiny nation. Bill Hamon’s The Eternal 
Church is one of the popular books promoting the theory that the 
church is Israel and that Christians are now establishing the king-
dom of God. Hamon reports that Kenneth Hagin’s Rhema Bible 
Training Center uses his book as a textbook and that it has been 
found to be a “valuable and indispensable tool’’ by: “Kenneth 
Copeland, Earl Paulk, Jerry Savelle, Gary Greenwald, John 
Gimenez, Ken Sumrall...and many other classical Pentecostal and 
Charismatic leaders.’’

Speaking at Edmond near Oklahoma City on April 11, 1988, 
Rick Godwin, a long-time associate of James Robison and 
popular speaker on Christian media, delivered the type of anti-
Israel rhetoric that is becoming so typical in charismatic circles: 
“They [national Israel] are not chosen, they are cursed! They are 
not blessed, they are cursed!... Yes, and you hear Jerry Falwell 
and everybody else say the reason America’s great is because 
America’s blessed Israel. They sure have. Which Israel? The 
Israel—the church.... That’s the Israel of God, not that garlic one 
over on the Mediterranean Sea!’ Earl Paulk’s criticism of national 
Israel and those who look favorably upon her includes the ulti-
mate accusation:

The hour has come for us to know . . . that the spirit of the 
antichrist is now at work in the world . . . [through] so-
called Holy Spirit-filled teachers who say, “If you bless 
national Israel, God will bless you.’’

Not only is this blatantly deceptive, it is not part of the 
new covenant at all!

Currents of change are sweeping through the world and the 
church. In the crucial days ahead, the evangelical church could 
well suffer a division over the rapture and the related issue of 
Israel comparable to that experienced by the Catholic Church as 
a result of the Reformation in the 1500s. Nor would it be surpris-
ing if, in the cause of “unity,’’ the larger faction in Protestantism 
moved much closer to ecumenical union with Catholicism, which 
has been traditionally antisemitic and discarded the rapture about 
1600 years ago....

The real “Inconvenient Truth”?
We must beware that in our zeal to “change the world for 

Christ’’ we do not become so wedded to an ongoing earthly 
process stretching into the indeterminate future that we lose our 
vision of heaven. We cannot be truly faithful to the totality of 
what Scripture says unless we are sufficiently disengaged from 
this world to be ready to leave it behind at a moment’s notice.

There is cause to be concerned that the Reconstructionists 
and the Coalition on Revival as well as other kingdom/domin-
ion advocates could be fostering a false conception of our earthly 
ministry—a conception which we must guard against lest we sub-
tly fall into an attitude like that of Dostoevsky’s Grand Inquisitor. 
For him, Christ’s return to earth represented an interference with 
the mission of the church. He has Christ thrown into prison, 
where he visits him to complain:

There is no need for Thee to come now at all. Thou must 
not meddle for the time, at least. . . . fortunately, departing 
Thou didst hand on the work to us.

Thou has promised, Thou hast established by Thy 
word, Thou has given to us the right to bind and to unbind, 
and now, of course, Thou canst not think of taking it away. 
Why, then, hast Thou come to hinder us?

All human beings are tempted to be more at home in this 
world than they should be. Christians are not exempt from this 
temptation, and when they succumb it often leads to an effort to 
reinterpret Scripture accordingly. Reconstructionists exemplify 
this temptation. Christ’s return before they have taken over the 
world would be as inconvenient to the Reconstructionists and 
others in the kingdom/dominion movement as it was to the Grand 
Inquisitor, and for the same reasons.

Our hope is not in taking over this world but in being taken 
to heaven by our Lord, to be married to Him in glory and then to 
return with Him as part of the armies of heaven to rescue Israel, 
destroy His enemies, and participate in His millennial reign. Yet 
those of us who claim to believe this too often hold the belief in 
theory only, while denying it with our lives.... 

It seems ironic that the possibility of the rapture, which ought 
to bring great comfort, has caused great controversy as well. We 
dare not, however, in the name of unity and the avoidance of con-
troversy, abandon the hope given to us in [the] Scriptures:

Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep [die], 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed [all, dead and living, in one instant].

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

[See page 12 for a special offer on the Dave Hunt Classic, 
Whatever Happened to Heaven?, which remains a prophetic 

warning and timely exhortation for the church today.]  
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nEW!  doWnLoAdAbLE ProductS  ebookS, VIDeoS, AND AUDIo
If you own a tablet, smart phone, or laptop, chances are you already know the benefits of downloadable content, but, did you know 
that TBC now offers a great assortment of downloadable products? Purchase TBC ebooks, audio messages, and conference videos at 
discounted prices and receive them almost instantly on your internet connected device! We’ve listed just a few of our downloadable 
resources below. To purchase, simply go to our online store at www.thebereancall.com and click on “Browse by Type.”

SAVE oVEr $54!  dAVE Hunt cLASSicS  2014 ColleCTion
41% off retail — Includes Free Whatever happened to heaven?
Hunt—The Dave Hunt Classic series features formerly out-of-print, bestselling titles 
presented in their original typeset form. Each book features a special collector’s edition 
cover design that preserves the original artwork in an attractive and affordable library-
look binding. *For a limited time, receive a FREE copy of Whatever Happened to 
Heaven? with purchase of the set—a savings of $14.50! (See page 10 for an excerpt 
from Whatever Happened to Heaven?)

SAVe
$54.93!

B60606 Occult Invasion — Retail $25.99 wt 1.8 SALE  $15.00
B60682 Global Peace and the Rise of Antichrist — Retail $17.99 wt .9    $14.50
B60651 Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust — Retail $17.99 wt .7    $14.50
B60842 The Seduction of Christianity — Retail $17.99 wt .8    $14.50
B60699 America: The Sorcerer’s New Apprentice — Retail $17.99 wt 1.1    $14.50
B60811 How Close Are We? — Retail $17.99 wt 1.1    $14.50
B60705 Whatever Happened to Heaven? — Retail $17.99 wt 1.1    FREE*

SET04 Retail $133.93 —Whatever Happened to Heaven? FREE with set wt 7.1  TBC Reg. $107.75    SALE  $79.00

FREE!*

America: The Sorcerer’s 
new apprentice
EPUB60699 ePub $8.99
KINDLE60699 Kindle $8.99

Yoga and the body of christ
EPUB60487 ePub $4.99
KINDLE60487 Kindle $4.99
PDF60487 PDF $4.99

Understanding 
Christian Zionism
EPUB60880 ePub $8.99
KINDLE60880 Kindle $8.99

Cosmos, Creator, 
and human Destiny
EPUB60644 ePub $9.99
KINDLE60644 Kindle $9.99
PDF60644 PDF $9.99

Speaking of 
the scriptures
AUDIO061 $12.00

Prophecy as Proof
AUDIO053 $12.50

Bless the lorD
AUDIO121 $5.00

Who holds the Future?
AUDIO066 $12.00

The Pretrib rapture
AUDIO062 $5.00

apostasy and the rapture
AUDIO029 $10.00

TBC 2014 Bible 
conference 
VIDEO2014 $50.00

i love the lord
VIDEOHD177 HD video $4.99
VIDEOSD177 SD video $3.99

2013 Tbc conference: 
keith Gibson
VIDEOHD240 Talk 1 $9.99
VIDEOHD241 Talk 2 $9.99

2013 Tbc conference: 
Mark Cahill
VIDEOHD232 Talk 1 $9.99
VIDEOHD233 Talk 2 $9.99

2013 Tbc conference: 
carl kerby
VIDEOHD238 Talk 1 $9.99
VIDEOHD239 Talk 2 $9.99

EbookS Audio doWnLoAdS VidEo doWnLoAdS
To find a complete listing go to: 

thebereancall.com/collections/all-ebooks
To find a complete listing go to: 

thebereancall.com/collections/audio-downloads
To find a complete listing go to: 

thebereancall.com/collections/video-downloads
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nEW!  2015 cHoicE GLEAninGS  CalenDars, JoUrnal, anD Planner

choice Gleanings 2015 -  
Daily Devotional Pocket Planner
Gospel Folio—Now the Choice Gleanings devo-
tional calendar is also available as a convenient 
pocket planner! Contains the same devotions as 
the desk and wall calendar but is small enough to 
fit into your purse or pocket! feaTures include: 
Month at a glance • Daily readings • Page per day 
• Inspiring devotional  • Appointment & to do list • 
A twelve hour (eight a.m. - eight p.m.) appointment 
schedule • Durable semi-exposed wire-o binding 

(will open flat) • Dimensions: 4.0 x 7.0 in.
CA04 retail $9.99 wt .5     $9.50

choice Gleanings 2015 -  
Daily Devotional Journal
Gospel Folio—Enjoy Choice Gleanings as a 
year-long journal! Along with daily verses to 
take you through the Bible in a year, you will 
gain insight and comfort from the devotional 
messages. Ample space is included to record 
your notes and prayers every day of the week! 
feaTures include: Month at a glance • Daily 
readings • Inspiring devotional • Appointment 
& to do list • Durable semi-exposed wire-o 

binding (will open flat) • Dimensions: 6.0 x 8.5 in.
CA03 retail $12.99 wt 1.2     $12.50

A perennial favorite — with KJV scriptures, inspirational quotes, 
and a daily reading plan to encourage you in the New Year!

Gospel Folio Press—With the uncertainties of the future as we enter another new year, 
it’s a blessing to know there is a “lighthouse” to guide us through the stormy seas of 
life. Contributors to this beloved devotional calendar have prayerfully submitted their 
thoughts on God’s Word, providing light to our pathway and comfort and guidance for 
each day. Choice Gleanings (originally named The Remembrancer) has been bringing 
inspiration and encouragement to Christians since 1940! Now available as a wall 
calendar or spiral bound for use on a desk, table, or windowsill.

CA01 Wall-style Calendar - 365 Days (Retail $9.99) wt 1.0     $9.50
CA02 Desk-style Calendar - 365 Days (Retail $9.99) wt .6     $9.50

Note: Calendar images differ slightly from 
actual product. Inside details (shown 
right) have been reduced in size.

NoTE: Choice Gleanings images 
differ slightly from actual product. 
Inside details (shown here) have 
been reduced in size.

1
2

1
2

NEW! NEW!

SALE!  SAVE on tHESE WorSHiP rESourcES
hymns of Truth and Praise
Truth and Praise, Inc.—Perfect for use during per-
sonal quiet time, family devotions, Bible studies, 
church meetings, and evangelistic outreaches, we are 
delighted to offer these beautifully bound hymnals to 
our TBC readers. Arranged in over 40 easy-to-use cat-
egories such as Worship, Prayer, and Missions, Hymns 
of Truth and Praise includes nearly 700 beloved, clas-

sic hymns and choruses for every occasion. Choose from such great 
favorites as “How Great Thou Art,” “Amazing Grace,” and “Coming 
Again.” A selection of Scripture readings on more than 60 subjects as 
well as multiple hymn indexes help to make this a wonderfully use-
ful worship resource. Truth and Praise, Inc., 576 pp. Retail $15.00
B00065 Save $3.00 off Retail! wt 1.7     SALE  $12.00

100 instrumental hymns
Hendrickson Worship—This collection of 
hymns has become a favorite of many in the 
TBC office. The all-instrumental arrange-
ments are pleasant and most are pitched in 
a singable or “hum”-able key for the aver-

age voice. Examples of hymns included: Abide with Me; Be Still, 
My Soul; Holy, Holy, Holy; I Know Whom I Have Believed; In the 
Garden; Jesus Paid It All; Just As I Am; Lead On, O King Eternal; A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God; Nearer, My God, To Thee; Nothing But 
the Blood; O Happy Day!; Open My Eyes That I May See; Rejoice, 
the Lord Is King; Sweet Hour of Prayer; Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus; 
Whiter Than Snow, and many more! 3 CDs. Retail $15.99
CD133 Save $3.99 off Retail! wt .2     SALE  $12.00

SALE!
SALE!



14 T o l l - f r e e  o r d e r s  8 0 0 - 9 3 7 - 6 6 3 8  •  7 a m – 4 : 3 0 p m  m o n – f r i  ( p a c i f i c  T i m e )

 O r d e r  a t  t h e s e  s a l e  p r i c e s  t h r O u g h  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5  •  ( W h i l e  s u p p l i e s  l a s t )  

book SALE!  SAVe oN TheSe GreAT bookS For YoUNG reADerS

little Pilgrim’s Progress
Bunyan/Taylor—For more than 
a half century... Little Christian 
and Christiana have captivated 
children in their quest to reach 
the Celestial City. A journey 
fraught with danger, pitfalls, and 

temptation, Helen L. Taylor’s retelling of John 
Bunyan’s classic allegory, Pilgrim’s Progress, 
celebrates more than 60 years. The anniversary 
edition of Little Pilgrim’s Progress contains the 
best of the many illustrations used to depict 
the highs and lows of the Christian journey 
through life and the ultimate reward: eternity 
with Christ. This profound allegory will delight 
children ages 8 to 12, providing spiritually rich 
reading they will adore and long remember. 
Moody Publishers, 323 pp. Retail $9.99
B49263 wt .8     SALE  $8.00

chronicles of Dinosauria: 
The history & mystery of 
Dinosaurs and Man
Woetzel/Dobbs—Every legend 
is said to include some grain of 
truth, and for years co-author 

Dave Woetzel has sought to separate fact from 
fiction as he explores mysteries related to 
dinosaurs, mankind’s history, and the biblical 
time-line. Teaming with artist and designer 
Richard Dobbs, the two have created a visual 
archive of expeditions and intriguing clues to 
explore, all of which highlight the connection 
to the authority and reliability of Scripture. 
Here is the study of cryptozoology and the 
discoveries that seem to defy all evolutionary 
time-lines, vividly illustrated and filled with 
rare photos. Master Books, HB, 84 pp. For 
ages 6-14. Retail $16.99
B17048 wt 1.4     SALE  $15.00

Pilgrim’s Progress
Bunyan—The story of 
Christian and his compan-
ions has been a favorite for 
generations. John Bunyan’s 
imaginative text brings out 
the same, practical, neces-

sary lessons that everyone needs to know—
both today and yesterday. Additional features 
and study sections have been included to help 
today’s generation of children understand the 
book. Christian Focus Publications, HB, 191 
pp. Retail $17.99
B26100 wt 1.4     SALE  $16.00

The Creation 
Story for children
Helen & David Haidle—
Written and illustrated by 
David and Helen Haidle, The 
Creation Story for Children 

is filled with vibrant images of the week of Cre-
ation. Illustrated throughout with unique, full-
color artwork, innovatively highlighting the 
unique design of twenty creatures. Hardcover, 
Master Books, 39 pp. Ages 5-11. Retail $14.99
B05655 wt 1.0     SALE  $13.00

Made in heaven
Comfort/Seto—Engineers 
and inventors have long 
examined God’s creation to 
understand and copy com-

plex, proven mechanics of design in the sci-
ence known as biomimicry. Much of this inspi-
ration is increasingly drawn from amazing 
aspects of nature, including insects to plants to 
man in search of wisdom and insight. Master 
Books, HB, 79 pp. For ages 6-14. Retail $15.99
B16690 wt 1.0     SALE  $14.00

robinson Crusoe
Defoe—Crusoe’s adventure takes 
place on an island near Venezuela. 
Adjusting to the primitive condi-
tions, he learns to survive. More 
important, he becomes a Chris-
tian. Modern editions often leave 

out Crusoe’s long struggle with God and his 
slow transformation as he studies and applies 
God’s Word. For young readers ages 9 and up. 
P&R Publishing, 185 pp. Retail $9.00
B97353 wt .7     SALE  $8.00

Teddy’s button
LeFeuvre—Teddy’s father was 
a soldier and had died in battle. 
Teddy’s most prized possession 
is a button from his father’s uni-
form, and his greatest desire is to 
become a brave soldier like his 

father. His pride and inclination for mischief 
create conflict with others and within himself 
as he finds that there is a “Captain of our souls” 
who must be served. AB Publishing, 128 pp. 
Ages 9+ Retail $4.95
B60334 wt .4     SALE  $4.00

a home at last
Friesen—True story of Menno 
Paul and his sister Suzanna, who 
find “a home at last” in 1943 after 
they flee to Germany when their 
father is taken by Stalin’s sol-
diers. Finding refuge with a Ger-

man farmer does not last long before they are 
ruthlessly captured and hauled back to Russia. 
Amidst difficult and tragic circumstances, the 
hand of Almighty God is at work. AB Publish-
ing, 160 pp. Ages 8+ Retail $7.99
B00156 wt .4     SALE  $7.00

SALE! SALE!

SALE!

SALE!

SALE!

SALE!

SALE!

SALE!

nEW!  “LittLE LiGHtS”  bookS For YoUNG chIlDreN
What Is It like?
Mackenzie—The true 
story of Mary Slessor 
and her African adven-
ture. Mary Slessor was 

a fiery young redhead who led 
a tough life. From the slums of 
Dundee in Scotland she travelled 
to the wild jungles of Africa. 
Wherever she went she shared 
the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Christian Focus, 22 pp. For ages 
4-7. Retail $7.99
B07916 wt .5    $7.50 

Are You ready?
Mackenzie—The true 
story of Eric Lid-
dell and the Olympic 
Games. Eric Liddell 

spent months preparing himself 
for the Olympics. But he also 
spent years getting ready to serve 
God. Which was more impor-
tant—winning a gold medal or 
honoring Jesus Christ? Could 
Eric do both? Christian Focus, 
22 pp. For ages 4-7. Retail $7.99
B07909 wt .5    $7.50 

Who Is the bravest?
Mackenzie—The true 
story of David Living-
stone and his aston-
ishing journeys. He 

didn’t think twice about traveling 
to Africa to tell the people there 
about Jesus, even though it was a 
dangerous trip. To do all this David 
had to be brave—but he was brave 
because he trusted in the bravest 
person of all—the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Christian Focus, 22 pp. For 
ages 4-7. Retail $7.99
B03840 wt .4    $7.50

are you 
Going to Stop?
Mackenzie—The true 
story of how Gladys 
Aylward was called 

by God to go to China as a mis-
sionary. Her missionary work is 
simply described, as well as her 
escape from the Japanese army, 
leading many orphan children 
over the mountains to safety. 
Christian Focus, 22 pp. For ages 
4-7. Retail $7.99
B11617 wt .4    $7.50 

SET118 “Little Lights” set of four books — Save $3.96 off retail, TBC Reg. $30.00 wt 1.7       SALE  $28.00

NEW! NEW!
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Israel: A Nation Is born
Jeremiah Films—This five-part chronicle of the birth and 

development of the Jewish state is hosted and narrated 
by former Israeli Ambassador to the US, Abba Eban, 
who also hosted the series’ predecessor, Heritage: Civ-
ilization and the Jews. Eban, who played a pivotal role 
in realizing the dream of a Jewish state, points out that 
“the series is designed to provide an essential context 
to an inspiring human story.” Among those featured in 
interviews and rare archival footage are US Presidents 

Harry Truman and Richard Nixon, world leaders Win-
ston Churchill, David Ben Gurion, Golda Meir, Men-

achim Begin, Anwar Sadat, Yitzhak Rabin, and Boutros 
Boutros Ghali. Together with Eban’s first-hand testi-

mony, this series achieves a diverse perspective of both 
the Arab and Israeli experience. According to Eban, Israel: 

A Nation is Born is a “depiction of the turbulent and dramatic history of Israel, through 
the conflicts and tensions of five decades....” 5 DVDs, 270 minutes. retail $79.99
“I love this video set...worth every penny....It brings you to tears to watch one of the great 
prophetic fulfillments of the Bible: A nation reborn after centuries of exile. Mark Twain 
referred to Israel as a desolate wasteland...today the desert blossoms like a rose, as [fore-
told] by the Jewish prophet Isaiah....See first-hand the [rebirth] of Israel...a 20th century 
miracle. This is a 5-star video series. You won’t be disappointed.” (reviewer)

DVD161 *Includes FREE Lest We Forget DVD (see right) wt .5     SALE  $60.00

lest We Forget
IFI-D—The documen-

tary Lest We Forget has 
arisen from a deep con-
cern over the rise of 
anti-Semitism among 

Arab/Muslim nations and 
in Europe in recent years. 

In particular we are seeing an 
increasing fervor by those who seek to either 
deny or minimize the reality of the Holocaust 
perpetrated by the Nazis. Furthermore, there is 
a concerted campaign in many Arab countries—
both through their state-run media and educa-
tion systems—to de-humanize the Jewish peo-
ple and de-legitimize the State of Israel. In many 
respects the lies being propagated are alarmingly 
similar to those spread by the Nazis with all their 
horrific consequences for the Jewish people dur-
ing World War II. 1 DVD, 74 min. Retail $15.99 
*For a limited time, receive a FREE copy of 
Lest We Forget with purchase of Israel: A 
Nation is Born — a savings of $15.00!
DVD093 wt .3     $15.00

iSrAEL: A nAtion iS born  GeT A Free leST We ForGeT DVD WITh orDer!

FREE!*

inClUDes 
Free DVD!*


