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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, ‘ a ' ' [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acrs 17:11

Mysticism and the Coming World Religion

part 3—Spiritual Protection
T. A. McMahon

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand... Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for all saints.

—EPHESIANS 6:13, 16-18

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

—AcTs 2:42

WHAT LIES AHEAD, according to the Scriptures, regarding the
increasing development of mysticism today has been addressed in the
previous two articles presented in October and November. That’s one
of the purposes of biblical prophecy: to have believers “take heed.”
But being aware of what’s coming is only part of what God would
have us know. There is also the “what we are to do” part. And the
good news is that He enables us by His grace and His Holy Spirit.

How we go about our life in Christ is critical. Whether in peace
or persecution, in poverty or prosperity, in sickness or in health,
our condition cannot defermine a response that keeps us from being
fruitful, productive, and pleasing to the Lord. That certainly makes
no sense to the world and, sadly, many Christians are confused by
it. Yet that’s the gist of John 10:10: “I [Jesus] am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
How can persecution, poverty, and sickness equate with an abun-
dant life? That doesn’t seem right, but perhaps one’s definition of
“abundantly” inhibits a correct biblical understanding of the word.

If we’re thinking that the abundant life is one filled only with
the physical pleasures and provisions of life to the suspension of
things not so pleasant or seemingly favorable, we’ve misunder-
stood John 10:10, as well as other verses throughout Scripture. That
erroneous mindset cannot reconcile the joy indicated in verses such
as 2 Corinthians 7:4: “...I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding
joyful in all our tribulation,” and 2 Corinthians 8:2: “How that in
a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.” Words such
as “tribulation,” “trial of affliction,” and “deep poverty” seem at
odds with “abundance” and may lead a person to a misunderstand-
ing that could play havoc in a believer’s life in Christ.

Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward

is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto
the prophets”™ (Luke 6:22-23). The point of bringing these verses to
our attention is because as we draw closer to the return of Jesus
Christ, the obstacles, both physical and spiritual, will increase.
Many of our brothers and sisters throughout the world are already
undergoing horrendous persecution. Where that is limited, such
as here in the West, spiritual deception and seduction are running
rampant, thereby shipwrecking the faith of multitudes of believ-
ers. Ignorance of what the Scriptures teach is a major contributor
to said conditions, but there are numerous verses that every bibli-
cal Christian needs to understand in order to successfully weather
the trials and tribulations that will surely come.

The good news is that God has provided “abundantly” every-
thing a true believer in Jesus needs in order to be fruitful in his or
her life in Christ. The Apostle Peter wrote, “According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and god-
liness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). “All things” means a/l things, and therefore
that must include spiritual protection in the days that Jesus charac-
terized by declaring, “Take heed that no man deceives you,” and
“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:4, 24). Furthermore, the
good news is that the biblical prevention program against being led
astray by the cunning deceits of the Adversary is that it is neither
complicated nor formidable. Here are the basic elements for pre-
venting being deceived: the Word of God, prayer, and fellowship.

“All things” that the Lord has provided are empowered by
the Holy Spirit and enabled through His grace. The preventative
process against being spiritually duped isn’t complex, but it does
demand a willing heart, a love of the truth, and the exercise of dis-
cipline. Avoiding being deceived or seduced by the apostasy must
begin with the Word of God and our commitment to it, mean-
ing a consistent reading of the Bible—daily. There is no better
habit for the man, woman, and child of God. James gives the pri-
mary exhortation for that: “Submit yourselves therefore to God.”
(James 4:7) That must include submitting ourselves to God’s instruc-
tions. Two things here: we can’t submit to instructions we haven’t
read, and submission involves doing what God has instructed.

God’s Word has long been held as a Christian’s authority.
Today, although many evangelicals profess that they do believe in
the authority of Scripture in matters of faith and practice, in actual-
ity they deny them in practice. A young man who was a local leader
in promoting the Emerging Church Movement came in to see me
one day. Previous to that, I was praying about how I could explain
some things to him and perhaps help him to get back on track
with God’s Word. As we were about to start our conversation, I
said that I thought it would be very helpful if we acknowledged to
what spiritual authority each of us was submitting. With my Bible
squarely in front of him, I said, “This book is my authority. What’s
your authority?” He looked around, and looked around, as though
searching for a response, and then finally said, “My God is bigger
than that book.” I wasn’t shocked by his answer because I’ve heard
it a number of times. Nevertheless, I followed that by responding
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that he must therefore have other authorities, and who might they
be in whom he was trusting in place of God? Needless to say, our
“conversation” went nowhere worthwhile after that.

Most Christians tend to hang on to the belief in the author-
ity of God’s Word, but functionally they bail out on it. That’s
because they don’t really believe in the sufficiency of Scripture.
That’s unfortunate. It’s also senseless. Why? Because anyone
who claims to believe in the authority of God’s Word but denies
its sufficiency means he doesn’t believe it has all the answers that
it claims. Therefore, if a person feels he must go elsewhere for
answers, he’s doing...what? He’s looking for another authority.

It should be obvious that not believing in the Bible’s sufficiency
is a rejection of its authority. Again, the Bible makes it absolutely
clear regarding its sufficiency. Second Timothy 3:16-17 proclaims:
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works.” These expressions—“inspiration,” being “profit-
able,” giving “instruction” in order to grow in maturity, and being
“furnished” (equipped) for every good work—certainly confirm
sufficiency. Ephesians 2:10 spells out a major reason for God mak-
ing His Word sufficient for every believer: “For we are his work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.” And by “all things
that pertain to life and godliness,” which we noted in Peter’s second
epistle, Scripture is referring to all that is necessary to please God
regarding things that have both temporal and eternal value. To what
or to whom should a believer in Christ turn for that?

The daily habit of reading the Word of God, recognizing its
sufficiency for our growth, maturity, fruitfulness—and then doing
what it says by God’s enablement—is necessary for protection
against spiritual deception. And that must be undergirded by
prayer. “In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made known unto God” Philippians 4:6.

Hopefully, we all realize that when the verse says “every
thing,” it means everything. A number of years ago when I was
in England T was with a couple of believers, guys I hadn’t met
before, but after spending a few days with them, [ was stunned by
their approach to what we were doing: they prayed about every-
thing. Although I wasn’t used to their zeal for prayer, the way
they went about it reflected it as a seamless part of their lives.
They prayed at the day’s beginning, prior to a drive to a meet-
ing, for the spiritual blessing of the meeting, thanking the Lord
at meals, for those we met along the way, and on and on. I found
myself singing phrases from the hymn What a Friend We Have
in Jesus: All our sins and griefs to bear. What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer. That experience with them got me
both excited and re-invigorated about how important prayer is.

When I came out of the Roman Catholic Church and into a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus, it was difficult at first (on my part)
to make that relationship truly personal. My early prayer life more
closely reflected the rote prayers I practiced for decades when Jesus
was hardly a “friend” to me—certainly far less so than His mother.
As the evangelical church of late has become enamored with the
Church of Rome, many are practicing contemplative prayer, which
has been a historic part of Catholicism from the Desert Fathers to
the modern-day promotions of mystic priests such as Henri Nou-
wen and Thomas Merton. Although the claim is that contempla-
tive prayer is more intimate and draws one closer to God, the
reality is that it involves hundreds of vain repetitions of phrases
and singular words, a process that is condemned in Scripture
(Matthew 6:7-8) and renders intelligent communication totally absurd.

Biblical prayer, on the other hand, consists of a believer’s per-
sonal communication with his Creator. Although fully God, Jesus
is also fully Man. He demonstrated the intimate relationship we
are to have with Him and with God the Father in numerous ways
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He drew away from the crowds in order to commune with His
Father: “And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into
a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was
there alone.” and at times He “continued all night in prayer” (Mat-
thew 14:23; Luke 6:12). Prayer, according to the Scriptures, is set forth
as an imperative for the believer. We are to pray “without ceas-
ing,” “always,” “exceedingly,” “night and day,” regarding what-
ever conditions beset us. We are to pray for our brothers and sisters
in Christ (Romans 15:30), for our rulers, as well as for our enemies
(1 Timothy 2:1-2; Luke 6:27-28). The simple reason that biblical prayer
is so important is that we cannot do anything that has eternal value
except by God’s grace, and that is mostly received through prayer.

Specific to spiritual protection we are exhorted to pray “always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints”
(Ephesians 6:18). The Apostle Paul asked for prayer “that we may
be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men”...declaring
that “the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you
from evil” (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3). Moreover, and better yet, we have
Jesus, who prayed for Peter that his faith would not fail (Luke
22:32), and who now is at the right hand of the Father making
“intercession for the saints” (Romans 8:27, 34).

Another necessary element in regard to preventing being
seduced or deceived by the increasing apostasy may be the most
difficult one to satisfy or maintain. It has to do with fellowship.
Scripture declares “Two are better than one; because they have a
good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up
his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he
hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then
they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if one pre-
vail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is
not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

Those verses give simple insight regarding how we should go
about dealing with these troubling times that aggressively oppose
the Bible’s instructions for living our lives in a way that is pleasing
to the Lord. Fellowship with like-minded brothers and sisters in
Christ is a major part of the Lord’s instructions, given for our pro-
tection, strengthening, and fruitfulness. Ecclesiastes implies that
those who disdain fellowship have put themselves into a weak and
vulnerable position: “Two are better than one.... For if they fall,
the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when
he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.” A believer who
has no one to support him spiritually will find himself in trouble
sooner or later. When any of us gets knocked down spiritually, we
need a fellow believer to help us up—mentally, emotionally, and,
most important, spiritually. As for those who declare, “The Lord
is all we need,” too often, their subsequent thinking is out of line
with God’s Word. Jesus said in Luke 6:46, “And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” We as believers
need to “circle our wagons” now and in the days ahead. Our best
option is in a church fellowship, supporting the leadership that is
steadfast and staying the course of God’s Word, and especially—
serving the body. When that isn’t an option, we must ask the Lord
to help us to find another committed believer or believers with
whom we may have a Bible study, with whom we can pray, with
whom we might minister to one another, encourage one another,
and with whom we can gather together for doctrinal discernment
and spiritual fortification. “And if one prevail against him, two
shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
First and foremost, that third strand must be the Lion of Judah, the
Lamb of God, our Lord and Savior Jesus himself.

In summary, the Word of God, prayer, and fellowship are the
biblical keys empowered by God’s grace for a believer’s spiritual
protection. By His grace, may we be motivated to make these a pri-
ority as we see the spiritual darkness overtake the world around us.

TBC



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

QuEsTioN: T have a question that I hope you can help with:
Is it true that the greater the affliction (pain/suffering) the
Christian suffers in this life, the greater the reward he/she
receives in heaven?

REspoNsE: You ask if the greater pain and suffering we experience
in our lives means a greater reward in heaven. That concept is
certainly a hallmark of religious systems based upon our works as
the criteria for salvation. Islamic writings in the Qur’an and hadith
abound with such ideas: “The greater the hardship or trial or tribula-
tion, the greater the reward. The greater the difficulty, the greater the
reward...will be for you and for me from Allah” (Tabarak wa ta’ala).

The Scriptures certainly indicate rewards for the faithful, for Jesus
taught, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and
cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in
that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven:
for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets” (Lk 6:22-23).

In Mark 10:29-30, Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, There is
no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,
but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”

The Lord promises eternal life, which is far more than a mere
quantity (unending life). It also includes the quality of life that we
shall experience in heaven. That alone is a sufficient focus for eternity.

The Lord warns of the judgment faced by believers at the judg-
ment seat of Christ: “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work
abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself
shall be saved; yet so as by fire” (1 Cor 3:13-15).

The Scriptures do not give us details about rewards that are
greater than other rewards. Rather, the comparison is made between
“rewards,” and “loss of rewards.” Is not every reward given by God
“great?” According to 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad (i.e, worthless).” The “rewards” or “losses”
experienced by believers in heaven are the result of our work, that
is, our conduct, as we live out our lives in the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is commonly expressed about rewards seems to be based
more upon the aspirations of man than the promise of Scriptures.

QuesTion: I am having a “debate” with a fellow believer who
says that the idea of “love the sinner, but hate the sin” is an
unbiblical concept. It seems that essentially we are to hate both
the sin and the sinner. What do you think?

REsponsk: It is certainly true that the phrase “love the sinner, but
hate the sin” doesn’t appear in Scripture. And there are those who
teach that it is impossible to separate the sin and the sinner, so there-
fore they must hate them both. The statement itself is traceable to
Augustine, but no doubt he wasn’t the first to articulate this. Regard-
less of who first uttered this phrase, what do the Scriptures say?
Regarding the biblical basis for the idea, Jude 23 says in regard to
seeking to rescue sinners, “And others save with fear, pulling them
out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” The
hate is not directed at the one who is sinning, for all have sinned,

but is directed at the action of sin and unrepentance. We also have
the example of the Lord: “But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).
James 1:27 tells us, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” May the Lord give
us wisdom in these things.

QuEsTION (from 1993, excerpts): You say that the need for self-
esteem and self-love are not taught in the Bible but that we
naturally esteem and love ourselves too much. Yet Jesus Christ
said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” How can we obey that
command if we hate ourselves? I’ve heard people sincerely say,
“I hate myself!” Dr. Dobson and other Christian psychologists
aren’t the only ones who emphasize the need to acquire a positive
self-worth, self-esteem, self-love, and self-image. Many preach-
ers have taught the same. Who are you to disagree with them?

REspPoNsE: Any Berean comparing such teaching with God’s Word
will find that it doesn’t pass the test, e.g., “In lowliness of mind let
each esteem other[s] better than themselves” (Phil 2:3). Romans 12:3
warns us not to think of ourselves “more highly than [we] ought to
think.” Nowhere does the Bible warn us against thinking too poorly
of ourselves. The Bible frequently reminds us that we are sinners
and unprofitable to God in and of ourselves. How reluctant we are
to admit that truth!

Yes, there are people who sob, “I hate myself!” Common sense,
however, tells us it isn’t true. They may hate their status, stature,
physique, ineptness, looks, job, salary, academic record, or the
way people treat them, but they don’t hate themselves. If they did,
they would be gladthey were unattractive, poorly paid, abused etc.
Psychology has convinced millions of a lie. The Bible tells the truth:
“For no man ever yet hated his own flesh [i.e., himself]” (Eph 5:29).

When Christ said, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” He wasn’t
telling us we hate ourselves and need therapy or seminars to teach us
to love ourselves. Christ was correcting the obsession with self that is
our natural bent. He was saying, “Give some of the love and attention
and care to your neighbor that you give to yourself!”

Look at Paul. Hated by the Jewish community and rejected by
most of the church (“no man stood with me” [2 Tm 4:16]; “all they
in Asia ...turned away from me” [2 Tm 1:15]), he considered himself
the chief of sinners (1 Tm 1:15) and “less than the least of all saints”
(Eph 3:8). Did God seek to build up Paul’s self-image and self-esteem?
No, Christ declared that His strength was made perfect in Paul’s weak-
ness (2 Cor 12:9). Try to reconcile Paul’s self-evaluation, “when I am
weak, then am I strong” (v. 10) and “in me dwelleth no good thing”
(Rom 7:18), with psychology’s three essentials: self-esteem, self-worth,
and self-acceptance. Nowhere in the Bible is God enriched by man.
It is man who is always benefited by God....God, being infinitely
rich and needing nothing, cannot be enriched by anyone or anything.

Christian psychology has promoted the lie that God loves us
because of some value He sees in us; and even that Christ’s death
proves we are of infinite value to God. In fact, He died for our sins.
Spurgeon said it well: “Jesus did not come to save us because we
were worth saving, but because we were utterly worthless, ruined, and
undone [nor] out of any reason that was in us, but solely ...because
of reasons which He took from the depths of His own divine love. In
due time He died for those whom He describes. ..as ungodly, applying
to them as hopeless an adjective as He could.”

It is only since psychology entered the church that the selfisms of
today became popular. Let us get back to the Bible!
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LETTERS

To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 © Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Dear Berean Call,

I read with interest T. A. McMahon’s 2-part article “Mysticism
and the Coming World Religion.” I would like to say that it seems
that mention of the growing acceptance of drug use might have been
included.... The KJV Bible doesn’t use the word “drug use” specifi-
cally, but in two places the Greek word pharmakeia (sorceries) in
Rev 9:21 and 18:23 clearly refers to the use of drugs. The reference
in 18:23, which announces the destruction of Babylon, seems to
speak of both religious and commercial Babylon. Drugs were used
in a number of pagan religions in the past, toward which we seem
to be moving, and will no doubt be a method of population control
in the end times. It has been pointed out that drugs will help make

TBC NOTES

Sign of the Times: Post-truth

We reported in our TBC Updates that Oxford Dictionaries
had selected “post-truth” as its Word of the Year for 2016.
Part of the selection criteria is the term’s recognition, use, and
acceptance worldwide. It is defined as “relating to or denoting
circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in
shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal
belief (emphasis added). The Washington Post further notes that
“post-truth” is seen as a general characteristic of our age.

Examples of post-truth abound, but one of recent record
is the US Justice Department threatening to take the state
of North Carolina to court for declaring that high school
students must use restrooms based on their birth records
rather than what gender they “feel” like at the time. This
running from reason is not new, although it seems to be
increasing exponentially. Biblical Christians have had to
oppose the subjective promotions of pseudo-sciences such
as psychotherapy and evolution for more than a century.

Scripture tells us not to be surprised when such things
take place (1 Peter 4:12), and we are all too aware of how much
more difficult that makes witnessing. Who then can hold a
reasonable discussion with a person when feelings rule the
day? Nevertheless, we persevere according to God’s instruc-
tions, His grace, and through the prayer of Jesus to His Father
for us: Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they also might be sanctified through the truth (John 17:17-19).

TBC: At the time of this writing, North Carolina’s gover-
nor elect has announced that the repeal of HB2 (restricting
what restrooms “transgendered” people may use) is certain
and will most likely take place before the end of 2016. The
reason given is that “full repeal will help to bring jobs, sports,
and entertainment events...and will provide the opportunity
for strong LGBT protections in our state.” The new gover-
nor’s repeal is simply one more submission by a government
to post-truth, which is a further escape from reason.

T. A. McMaroN
EXEcuTIVE DIRECTOR
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some of the plagues that mankind will suffer more bearable. Not to
belabor the issues, perhaps Mr. McMahon could discuss this subject
in a follow up. WC (CA)

Dear Sir/Madam [Excerpt],

Just a quick note to greet you and your lovely family before I
forget and miss this moment to say “Thank You” for all your immea-
surable love and tangible kindness and inspiration through your
edifying Bible-based teachings/literature/articles, and email updates.
Thank you so much for all your encouraging words of inspiration,
instruction and exhortation.

Some relationships and friendships and companionship in Christ
become more beautiful over time. Thank you for the color you add to
my life. I appreciate you so much and esteem your care, love, friend-
ship and guidance. Yours by His Redeeming Grace. TT (Nigeria)

Dear all at the Berean Call [Excerpt],

I just wanted to let you know that your new website is very
good. I like it, and I didn’t realize before this that I could download
the monthly newsletter as an MP3 and listen to it, which is often
a more convenient way, although I do like to have the PDFs for
reference, also.

I also just wanted to let you know that as one who lives in New
England [it] has absolutely become a total spiritual wasteland and
requires the efforts of well-trained missionaries now as much as any
remote, hostile area—and I am not overstating this, we need mis-
sionaries of the calibre you would send to any very difficult region
of the world, and, having lived here all my life for 68 years, I do
know whereof | speak—I do appreciate that The Berean Call has
not compromised on anything over the years, and [ am very grateful
for that....So keep the faith. Don’t give in. If you do, I’ll know it’s
really really over! MM (MA)

Dear fellow believers,

I thank you for continuing to send me The Berean Call every
month. The newsletter is a blessing of fellowship in the Word. I share
all that you have given me with others around me who are hungry
for the truth in God’s Word—as opposed to the ever- increasing
distortions, perversions, and delusions of the Truth that multitudes
appear to be accepting at an increasing pace these days.

We live in this world, but thanks be to our Lord, we are no long
part of it. RW (prisoner, IN)

Dear Tom,

I’'m in my seventies—discovered Dave Hunt’s books so many
years ago not when I was a new believer. Saved by reading the
Bible....I just want to say that I know when Dave Hunt died, the idea
of succeeding him to take charge of this ministry was overwhelming.
I was so blessed by his writings—and now I am being so blessed by
your ministry as well. God knew exactly what He was doing put-
ting you in charge. I could say that you have grown into the wisdom
necessary to handle the position—or perhaps it’s that you are led by
God to realize abilities that you didn’t know you had. You don’t need
to fill Dave’s shoes. You are...used by God for your own qualities
and abilities that He has given you. The conference is always a treat
for me. This most recent one was a special treat...I thank God for
you and for the Berean Call for your faithfulness to God’s Word. I
am deeply concerned for believers who are being misled by pastors
and churches they trust who are confused themselves. I thank God
for you often and pray for you as well. God bless you and all who
work with you, each and every one. BC (email)



NEWSWATCH

News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise

LGBT INDOCTRINATION IN CANADIAN SCHOOLS

ONENEwsNow.com, 10/24/16, “CANADIAN
JUDGE AFFIRMS LGBT INDOCTRINATION IN
scHooLs” [Excerpts]: A judge in the prov-
ince of Ontario, Canada, recently upheld a
decision that forces LGBT indoctrination
in the regions’ schools—a ruling against a
father seeking to protect his two children.

Critics contend that the controver-
sial decision is a major blow to parental
rights, as school officials are now deemed
to decide what is—or is not—appropriate
for students within public school gates.
The father who lost the case discovered to
his dismay that the school is not required
to notify him when its staff discusses
the controversial topics of sexuality and
human reproduction.

“Steve Tourloukis took the Hamil-
ton-Wentworth District School Board
(HWDSB) to court after it refused to
give him advance notice when his chil-
dren would be exposed in the classroom
to sensitive subjects, such as homosexu-
ality and abortion” [it was reported.] “He
wanted advance notice so he could decide
whether or not to pull his kids from les-
sons he found objectionable, according to
his Greek Orthodox faith.”

[Justice Robert Reid] concluded the
board’s refusal to grant Tourloukis religious
accommodation, including giving him
advance notice, was ‘reasonable,’ given the
board’s statutory obligations....Reid noted
that the ETFO and the Wynne government
also supported the position maintained by
the board. “[Having Tourloukis’ children
leave class would] be contrary to the values
of inclusion and well-being, and could lead
to feelings of exclusion or marginalization
by students,” Reid wrote...

(https://goo.gl/W5VHgk)

ISRAELIS HARVEST WATER FROM THE AIR

NoCameLs.com, 9/1/16, “Our OF THIN
AIR: ISRAELI SCIENTISTS HARVEST DRINK-
ING WATER FroMm AIR” [EXCERPTS]: Water
shortage is a pressing issue worldwide:
According to the UN, 1.2 billion people
(almost one-fifth of the world’s popula-
tion) live in areas where water is scarce,
and another 500 million people are near-
ing this situation. It’s no wonder, then,
that the world is seeking to produce and
conserve water—both for drinking and for
agriculture—especially during droughts.

in discerning the fimes from a biblical perspective.

If only we could find a way to produce
water out of thin air. Fortunately, Israeli
researchers say we can.

Scientists at The Technion—Israel
Institute of Technology in Haifa, have
proposed an innovative system for har-
vesting safe drinking water from air.

Atmosphere contains water vapor in
amounts comparable to all the surface and
underground water on the planet. But cur-
rent machines that collect water from the
atmospheric reservoir have major limita-
tions. They use electrical refrigeration to
cool the air and condense the vapor and
that consumes a lot of energy.

Capturing atmospheric moisture is not
a new invention in itself [however], the
new device...requires less energy to pro-
duce high-quality water from air compared
to existing systems, according to the report
in American Chemical Society’s journal
Environmental Science & Technology.

The new Israeli system uses a liquid
desiccant, a substance that promotes dry-
ing, to first separate the water vapor from
air and then cool only the vapor. Their cal-
culations show that this approach would
result in 20 to 65 percent energy savings
over the standard system.

(https://goo.gl/96Adg4)

MICH. TOWN PULLS PLUG ON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

ONENEwsNow.com, 11/27/16, “MICHIGAN
TOWN PULLS PLUG ON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL”
[Excerpts]: A Christian school looking
to relocate in Michigan to a more afford-
able and spacious facility was blocked by
the Genoa Town Council—even though
the entire community, including the town-
ship’s experts, supported the move.

Fighting a tight budget, Livings-
ton Christian School (LCS) was slated
to move into a local facility at Brighton
Church of the Nazarene, but then the town
council unexpectedly rejected the applica-
tion—a move that can make the religious
outreach close its doors for good.

In a last-ditch effort to keep the school
afloat, a lawsuit is now moving forward
in the 6th United States Circuit Court of
Appeals. Representing the school in the
case, First Liberty argues that the town-
ship’s rejection violates federal law
because it could make the academic insti-
tution cease to exist.

(https://goo.gl/Qjwwdy)
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SHIPPING RATES & OPTIONS

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest
method, delivers in 7 - 21 days.

$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)

Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street
address required.)

If you require a specific shipping method, or want
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less,
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping
charges are more, we will contact you.

First pound is $15, each additional
pound is $5

Example: a 10-pound package is $15 (first pound)
+$45 (9 additional pounds) = $60

We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.

If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You
may also choose to receive a refund by check or
specify that the difference be used as a donation.
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ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2017 « (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

NEW! STS 24/7 2016 COMPLETE COLLECTION

Search the Scriptures 24/7

McMahon—Search the Scriptures 24/7 with T. A. McMahon,
engages guests in discussions that biblically evaluate popular
trends and teachings that are influencing millions of Chris-

. * tians today. We are pleased to offer all of the radio episodes
on CD-disc—so if you haven’t kept up with the radio programs this

year or maybe just want a “hard copy” of your favorite interview, see below for a listing
of every episode we’ve aired, to date, this year! Each CD runs about 50 min.

CD1601 Arab Bible - Are Yahweh and Allah the Same God? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1603 Dave & Tom Classic - Does God Hear Everyone’s Prayer? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1607 Dave & Tom Classic - What Is the Kundalini Spirit? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1609 Thomas Ice - An Islamic Antichrist? < 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1611 Dave & Tom Classic - Spiritual Seduction « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1613 Carl Kerby - Who Created Evolution? * 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1615 Rob Congdon - Can Bad Hermeneutics Lead to Heresy? + 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1617 Larry DeBruyn - What Is Quantum Spirituality? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1619 Mark Cahill - Evangelize! Evangelize! Evangelize! < 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1621 Dave & Tom Classic - Is Your Faith as a Grain of Mustard Seed? + 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1623 Ray Yungen - Contemplative Spirituality Goes Mainstream? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1625 Warren Smith - How Old Is the New Age? * 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1627 Gary Gilley - Is It Alcoholism...Or Just Being a Drunk? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1629 Dave & Tom Classic - Allah and Yahweh + 2 CDs wt.3 $9.75
CD1633 Greg Durel - What Is the New Catholicism? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1637 Joe Keim - Are the Amish Really Christians? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1639 Martin & Deidre Bobgan - Is Psychological Counseling Biblical? + 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1641 Andy Woods - The Coming Kingdom * 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1643 Dave & Tom Classic - Why Do Humans Need God? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1645 Martin & Deidre Bobgan - The Psychologizing of Missionaries * 1 CD ~ wt.2 $5.00
CD1647 Mike Warren - Is There a Worldwide Revival Just Ahead? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1649 Dave & Tom Classic - Is Man Eternal? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00
CD1651 Dave & Tom Classic - Do We Get Another Chance at Life? « 1 CD wt.2 $5.00

ORDER THE ENTIRE 2016 COLLECTION — SAVE S85 OFF TBC PRICE!

CD1600

23 CD packages — Reg. $119.75

wt11 SALE $30.00

NEW! 2016 NEWSLETTER RESOURCES

1986-2016 Newsletter
Archive on (D-ROM

“, Hunt/McMahon—TBC
| Newsletter Archive on
! CD-ROM contains
___,e" every feature article and
Q&A, along with select
content from 1986 through 2016, plus index,
all in PDF for Mac or Windows on one CD! A
comprehensive and economical resource for
Bereans desiring to add to their study tools—
PDF is completely searchable by keyword
or phrase, page number, year, or month!
A digital download version of the News-
letter Archive is available for purchase at:
thebereancall.com

CDPDF 1 CD-ROM wt.2 $15.00
eCDPDF digital download (online) FREE!

6  THE BEREAN CALL |

- 2016 Newsletter Reprints

i,
leaf, binder-ready reprints

include the annually updated

index (1986-2016) listing thousands of
names and topics. 12 issues.

TBC—Contains every feature
article and Q&A plus select con-
tent from 2016. These loose-

2016 wt7 SALE $6.50
1986-2016
Newsletter Reprints

TBC—Every feature article and
Q&A plus select content from

e,
= 1986 through 2016! Loose-leaf

binder-ready reprints come with the annu-
ally updated index (1986-2016).

102016 wt8.3 SALE $35.00

- 0

DEVOTIONAL &
DISCIPLESHIP BOOKS

FROM WILLIAM MACDONALD

Here's the Difference

MIFERLY Y MacDonald—Learn to recog-
nize the distinctions between
Israel and the church and many
@ other subjects. The author pro-
vides 96 biblical distinctions—
useful keys for unlocking the treasures of
Scripture—including: the three tenses of
salvation; position and practice; indwell-
ing, baptism, and filling of the Spirit; Israel,
the Kingdom, and the church. Gospel Folio
Press, 196 pp.

B01453

T

wt.5 SALE $9.00

) Let Me Introduce
=== You fo the Bible

ﬁllﬂl‘.‘ MacDonald—A great little
" booklet to share with new believ-
®A | ers. MacDonald begins with the
_— assumption that his readers are
unfamiliar with the Bible, but they want to
learn about it. He uses readable, understand-
able descriptions that get right to the heart of
learning about God’s Word. Walterick Pub-
lishers, 47 pp.

B96222

wt.2 SALE $4.00

My Heart, My Life, My All

MacDonald—Every moment,
every dollar, every talent given
to us, if squandered on our-
selves, will end up in the fire,
evaporating before our eyes. But
the same resources offered to the
Lord in the name of Christ will be accepted
by the God of heaven as a fragrant reminder
of His Son’s great sacrifice. But how do we
come to that point of commitment? This book
gives the happy secret of the life on fire for
God. Gospel Folio Press, 185 pp.

B00445 wt.5 SALE $12.00

Once in Christ,
In Christ Forever

MacDonald—More than 100
biblical reasons a true believer
cannot be lost. Only Christian-
ity offers a Savior. And only the
Christian gospel guarantees every believer
a place in the Father’s house, because sal-
vation is of the Lord. In spite of this, many
Christians are plagued with doubts on this
very subject. Gospel Folio Press, 208 pp.

B00437 wt.5 SALE $14.00
(& /)

sue)

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT WWW.THEBEREANCALL.COM



ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2017 « (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

DISCERNMENT MATERIALS SHEDDING LIGH

The Harhinger: Fact or Fiction?

James—In The Harbinger: Fact or Fiction? author
David James exhaustively documents and responds
to the serious flaws found throughout the New York
Times best-seller from Charisma Media, The Har-
binger. Tragically, even former discernment leaders
are unwittingly being led astray, attributing Cahn’s
nine mystical “seals” or “signs” as new revela-
tion from God. However, David James has clearly
demonstrated that The Harbinger falls far short of
meeting the biblical requirements for such a message from God, being
based on the mishandling of Scripture, faulty theology, misleading
statements, the selective use of historical facts, and unsupported spec-
ulation. The Berean Call, 223 pp.

N JONATHAN CAHN’S FALLACIES

Biblical Guide to the
Shemitah and the Blood Moons

James—In the Mystery of the Shemitah, New York
Times bestselling author Jonathan Cahn boldly
purports to reveal a previously unknown and undis-
covered “3,000-year-old mystery that...revealed
the dates and the hours of the greatest [financial]
crashes in Wall Street history...determined the
timing of 9/11...lies behind the rise of America...
and its fall...[and] holds the key to what lies ahead
for the world and for your life.” If true, these astonishing claims are
nothing short of divine revelation. In contrast to the swirling clouds
of “mysteries” touching down in churches all across America, readers
will appreciate the calm, clear reasoning of international Bible teacher

B60804  Paperback wt.4 $13:50 SALE $10.00 Dave James as he demonstrates the process of spiritual discernment for
CD160 6CDs wt.5 $2+75 SALE $10.00 all readers who desire to “test all things [and] hold fast what is good”
MP3160 1 MP3 Disc wt.2 $12.75 SALE $10.00 -1 Thessalonians 5:21. The Berean Call, 201 pp.

B80070 $13:56 SALE $10.00

MINISTERING TO CATHOLIC FAMILY AND FRIENDS — GOSPEL TRACTS AND DVDs

s Oxymoron

wt .6

Roman Catholicism:
Scripture vs. Tradition

[T = B

Have You Ever
¥ = Been Deceived?

Gendron—Is a Roman Catholic
truly a Christian, or should the

combination of the words “Roman
Catholic Christian” be considered an
oxymoron? Mike Gendron compares the beliefs
of true Christians (as defined by Scripture) with
those commonly held by Roman Catholics.
Proclaiming the Gospel, 10 pack.

Gendron—In this tract, Mike
Gendron compares the teaching of
Catholicism with the Scriptures.
Readers will discover why the Bible must be
their supreme authority for life’s most critical
question, “What must I do to be saved?” Pro-
claiming the Gospel, 10 pack.

Gendron—This tract is a compari-
son of Scripture with Catholic tra-
ditions. It contains a briefhistory of
Catholicism, a glossary of Catholic terms, the
doctrine of Jesus, the doctrine of salvation, the
Catholic path to eternity, and the biblical path
to eternity. Proclaiming the Gospel. 10 pack.

TR090

wt .2 $3.00 TR1 01

TR101S Spanish version

Catholicism: Crisis of Faith

- Lumen Productions—This compassionate video
. depicts more than two dozen ex-Catholics,
| including former priests and nuns, who tell how
* they found real salvation through faith in Christ
alone. An excellent evangelistic tool to give to
Catholic friends and relatives to watch in the privacy of their
own homes. 1 DVD, 54 min. Retail $19.95

DVD341

wt.2 $15.00

Messages from Heaven

Eternal Productions—>Messages from Heaven
is a biblical examination of the apparitions
of the Virgin Mary. Those who follow these
apparitions believe Mary has come to turn us
“ back to God, while others insist that these events
are either fabrications or the working of Satan. Does the Bible
anticipate apparitions, signs, and wonders in the last days?
How might the apparition of Mary and other paranormal events
transform the world in the third millennium? This unique DVD
answers those questions and more! 1 DVD, 79 min. Retail $21.99

wt .2
wt.2

$3.00
$3.00

TR102
TR102S Spanish version

The Coming One World Religion

Proclaiming the Gospel—Two powerful talks
on one disc! Also includes We Must Tell
Catholics the Truth, which kindly and clearly
demonstrates that the Bible is the most
- trustworthy authority for the truth. Catholics may
never know they have been deceived until they first recognize
that the Bible has supreme authority over their “infallible”
bishops and “sacred” tradition. 1 DVD, 104 min. Retail $21.99

DVDO071 wt.2 $17.50

What Is the Purpose of Our Existence?

. Kerugma Productions—Where did we come

M‘-.I from? Where are we going? Dave Hunt rea-

sons by means of solid evidence why science,

@ ¢ evolution, and psychiatry have no answers in
~this regard. He further looks at the three largest

religions (Catholicism, Hinduism, and Islam) who prove them-
selves to be equally hopeless in providing any certainty. Only
Jesus Christ can be trusted to provide the answer. 1 DVD, 114
min. *What Is the Purpose of Our Existence? is FREE with

DVD048 wt.2 $15.00 purchase of SET96!
DVD356 wt.2 $19.00
SET96 *What Is the Purpose of Our Existence? DVD — FREE with purchase of set! wt.8 $47.50

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT WWW.THEBEREANCALL.COM |
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wt.3  $3.00
wt.3  $3.00
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