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Psychology and Psychotherapy (part 2)
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PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOTHERAPY, with its underlying 
psychologies, is questionable at best, detrimental at worst, and a 
spiritual counterfeit at least. On one hand, there’s enough biblical 
and scientific evidence to shut down the secular psychology indus-
try and with it the “Christian Psychology” industry. On the other 
hand, we’re not naïve enough to believe that the overwhelming 
amount of scientific evidence supporting its demise will be heeded 
by the majority of Christians.

Regrettably, many will not be interested in reading about the 
biblical and scientific evidence because it contradicts their estab-
lished assumptions about psychological counseling. According 
to sound research, not only is psychotherapy less effective than 
it is purported to be, but in many cases it’s even harmful. After 
examining numerous efficacy (effectiveness) studies on psycho-
therapy, university professor and widely recognized researcher 
Dr. Robyn Dawes says, “There is no positive evidence support-
ing the efficacy of professional psychology.”10 Dawes further says 
“Evaluating the efficacy of psychotherapy has led us to conclude 
that professional psychologists are no better psychotherapists than 
anyone else with minimal training—sometimes those without any 
training at all; the professionals are merely more expensive.”11 

In fact, Dr. Lawrence LeShan, when he was president-elect 
of the Association for Humanistic Psychology, said: “Psycho-
therapy may be known in the future as the greatest hoax of the 
twentieth century.”12

Although biblical ministry to the soul has existed for thousands 
of years, psychotherapy is relatively new. It has only been during 
the latter half of the twentieth century that Christians began to trust 
psychology more than the Bible in dealing with problems of living. 
As a result, psychology has displaced much of Christianity and the 
care of souls. Even for those who are Christians, psychotherapy and 
its underlying psychologies have contaminated the pure ministry of 
the Word of God and the life of Christ in the believer.

Today people wholeheartedly believe that psychological coun-
seling theories, dressed in a wide variety of styles and shades, 
contain the secrets and answers for helping troubled souls. Their 
confidence in the curative power of psychotherapy has increased 
in spite of the absence of substantial proof of any great degree of 
effectiveness.13 Persuaded by the claims of psychotherapists, they 
fail to question the validity of those claims, refuse to examine 
research, and blindly believe popular myths about psychotherapy.

In our local and national surveys, we have found that the large 
majority of churches refer their people with personal, marital, 
and family problems to these licensed professionals. Prior to 60 
years ago, no such referral from a church to a psychotherapist’s 
office ever happened, because licensed psychotherapists did not 
exist then. Now the church that does not refer out to the licensed 
therapist or use their books is a major exception.

What’s the problem with pastors directing their people away 
from the oracles of God to the offices of the God-usurpers? 

The radical wrongdoing in all of this is that by sending people to 
psychotherapists, pastors and other ministers in the church are, in 
effect, denying the sufficiency of the Word of God and the Holy 
Spirit to minister to the trials, tribulations, and suffering that we 
face in life! 

The church has great and godly promises available in the 
Word, which always trumps the current-day prestige, promises, 
and pronouncements of the psychotherapists, but there are many 
Christian leaders and organizations that, by their actions, must 
not believe this. Their very acts contradict their claims of belief 
in the sufficiency of Scripture.

We have repeatedly said that Christians should not become 
psychotherapists. Neither should Christians go to psychothera-
pists for help. In spite of our warnings, for which we have pro-
vided biblical and scientific support, Christians continue to 
become licensed psychotherapists or are using their services.

All licensed psychotherapists have been educated in clinical 
psychology, from which psychotherapy (counseling psychology) 
comes. When they counsel, they must do so according to their secu-
lar psychological training and their license. Each state licenses its 
own psychotherapists, with the two most popular titles being Clini-
cal Psychologist and Marriage and Family Therapist. The stan-
dard that psychotherapists must follow is that they are to practice 
according to the educational requirements for licensing. A licensed-
by-the-state psychotherapist who is honest cannot turn the thera-
pist/client relationship into a godly Christian session, as that would 
be a dishonest use of the license and could lead to suspension of it.

Any licensed-by-the-state psychotherapist must serve clients 
without discrimination. That means a Christian who is licensed 
by the state to be a psychotherapist must perform professional 
services for married lesbians and gays, homosexual singles, 
Satanists, cult leaders, et al. For example, if two married gays 
come to a psychotherapist licensed by the state, she14 must do her 
best to assist the gay couple with all of her professional training 
to help them live more happily with one another. Some of these 
Christian psychotherapists will tell you that they would rather 
lose their license than to do that. However, no Christian should 
be involved in such unfaithfulness to begin with.

From the very beginning of the Christian church there was a 
method and a ministry for dealing with mental/emotional problems. 
The method depended upon the Word of God, which describes both 
the condition of man and the process of relief for troubled minds. 
The ministry within the early church was a prayer-and-healing 
ministry, which dealt with all nonorganic mental/emotional distur-
bances. This entire process was known as the “cure of souls.” John 
T. McNeill, in A History of the Cure of Souls, describes this min-
istry as “the sustaining and curative treatment of persons in those 
matters that reach beyond the requirements of the animal life.”15

Whereas once the church believed in, spoke of, and prac-
ticed the cure of souls, it has shifted its faith to a secular cure of 
minds. Dr. Thomas Szasz very ably describes how this change 
came about: “…with the soul securely displaced by the mind and 
the mind securely subsumed as a function of the brain—people 
speak of the ‘cure of minds.’”16 The brain is a physical organ; the 
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mind is not. With this subtle semantic twist, the mind (disguised 
as an organ of the body) was elevated as a scientific and medi-
cal concept in contrast to the soul, which is a theological reality. 
A choice was made between a so-called scientific concept and a 
theological one. The average person does not see that both mind 
and soul are abstract concepts. One is an abstraction of psycho-
therapy and the other is an abstraction of religion.

At the same time that a physical organ (the brain) was replaced 
by an abstraction (the mind), another change took place. Whereas 
the church had believed that there was a relationship of sin and 
circumstances to mental/emotional disorders, the psychotherapist 
introduced the medical concept of sickness to explain such dis-
orders. Nevertheless, mental suffering is not synonymous with 
sickness—we’ve only been deluded into thinking that it is. We 
easily accepted the word “sickness” to refer to mental-emotional 
problems because that was the “loving” and “understanding” way 
to cover up moral responsibility—ours as well as theirs.

There’s a serious problem when people confuse emotions 
with tissue and sin with sickness. Such confusion of words leads 
to erroneous thinking. This very confusion and error virtually 
ended the cure-of-souls ministry in the church. Through a seman-
tic trick, the mind was confused with the brain, and the misnomer 
of sickness replaced the concept of sin. Thus the entire subjec-
tive, theoretical process of psychotherapy ensconced itself safely 
in the realm of science and medicine. In reality, psychotherapy is 
a misfit as medicine and an impostor as science. With the rise in 
psychotherapy, there was a decline in the pastoral cure of souls 
until that ministry is now almost nonexistent.

Christianity is more than a belief system or a theological 
creed. Christianity is faith in a living Lord and in His indwelling 
Holy Spirit. Christianity involves the entire life: every day, every 
action, every decision, every thought, and every emotion. One 
cannot adequately treat a Christian apart from Christ’s indwelling 
presence. Neither should one segment the mental and emotional 
from a Christian’s faith. 

True Christians, who have God’s Holy Spirit living in them, 
are spiritual beings; they need spiritual solutions, not mere psy-
chological attempts at solving the problem. Yet, for too long 
Christians have looked to the church to answer our theological 
questions and have looked elsewhere for answers to problems 
of living. 

It’s understandable that the world would reject the Living 
Water when attempting to understand and help individuals suf-
fering from problems of living. However, as the world rejected 
biblical answers, the church began to doubt its own doctrine of 
sin, salvation, and sanctification in the area of personal and rela-
tionship problems. Many ministers even left their pastorates to 
become licensed psychotherapists.

In the past sixty years, psychological theory has usurped the 
place of spiritual practice, and even Christians turn to psycho-
therapy rather than to sanctification as a means of dealing with 
soul problems. The Bible provides both a spiritual basis for men-
tal/emotional health and a spiritual solution for non-organically 
caused mental/emotional disorders. True mental health involves 
spiritual and moral health as well as emotional wellbeing. It’s 
imperative that Christians take a fresh look at the Bible and at 
the provisions that God has made available for mental-emotional 
health and healing. No one has ever proved that psychotherapy 
produces better results than biblical ministry in the church from 
the day of Pentecost onward.

The Bible is the only authoritative document that is suf-
ficient when it comes to matters of the soul. God himself cre-
ated humans. He not only gave them a soul, but He gave them 
His Word concerning matters of the soul, including “all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pt 1:3). The soul 
itself is a person’s nonphysical inner life, the core of one’s being. 

No psychological theory, psychotherapist, or psychological coun-
selor can even approach what the Bible is able to do regarding the 
soul: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that 
is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to do” (Heb 4:12-13).

The soul resides in every person in his inborn nature, which 
is common to all who are “in Adam” (they have inherited the sin 
nature.) The human spirit is made alive when people are “born 
again” (Jn 1:12-13; 3:3-5) and have the life of Christ in them. This 
plays out in Galatians where the “flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh” (Gal 5:17). This battle within every 
believer between the flesh and the spirit continues until believers 
enter into glory with Jesus Christ. The Word of God reveals a per-
son’s “thoughts and intents of the heart.” The Word of God is not 
only powerful and authoritative; it is God-breathed and sufficient 
to enable a Christian to live a life pleasing to God: “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tm 3:16-17).

The Word of God ministered by the Holy Spirit in the fel-
lowship of believers has far more to offer than the psychological 
wisdom of men. God’s plan for salvation and sanctification is 
clearly laid out in the Bible. Instead of turning to psychotherapy, 
believers need to turn to Scripture, which describes both what 
God accomplishes in a believer and how the believer is enabled 
to respond.

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiv-
ing. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head 
of all principality and power…” (Col 2:6-10).

In this passage, we see that just as Christians receive salvation 
by grace through faith, they are to live each day by grace through 
faith. And just as Jesus is central in salvation in that He offered 
Himself for their sins and gave them new life, He is to be central 
on a daily basis—moment by moment. Their new life is to be 
grounded in Christ and built up in Him. They need to be estab-
lished in the faith (the teachings and doctrines) by remember-
ing what Christ has done and responding accordingly. And they 
are to be thankful, not just a bit here and there but “abounding 
therein with thanksgiving”! Christianity is not a part-time activ-
ity. It must be fulltime—when life is easy and when it gets hard. 

The scripture above also warns about psychotherapy: being 
spoiled through “philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world,” all of which ruin believ-
ers by taking away from their dependence on Christ and God’s 
Word. The passage extols Christ, in whom is “all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily” (v. 9) and who is “the head of all principality 
and power.” Christ has made believers to be “complete in Him.” 
Believers need to encourage one another with these God breathed 
words from Scripture, because there is a tendency to forget these 
truths, which are so very essential and life giving. 

Twice in the book of Proverbs (14:12; 16:25) we’re told that 
there’s a way (the world’s way) that seems right to a man but it 
leads to a separation from God’s truth (i.e., the ways of death). 
Pray that we all might heed the counsel of the Lord given in Jer-
emiah 6:16: “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

TBC
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Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S
Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 

or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Question: The Bible says, “For it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 
2:13). Then why do I so often fail to do His will and to please 
Him? I more often please myself by doing my own will. Why?
Response: The previous verse says, “work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.” We don’t “work for salvation” but must 
“work out” the salvation God has given us. Paul declares that “we 
are his [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph 2:9-10). It is God’s will that we should do good works—but it 
is our responsibility to do them.

Created in a beautiful garden, Adam was “to dress it and to keep 
it [and] freely eat” its fruit (Gn 2:15-16). God gave Adam the ability, 
but he had both to harvest and to eat the fruit. God didn’t do either 
of these tasks for him. So it is with the life we are to live by faith in 
God and in obedience to His will. God’s work in us neither overrides 
our will nor our efforts but guides and empowers us as we obey Him. 
Just as Adam failed to do God’s will, we too fail at times. God had 
a provision for Adam’s sin, and He has one for ours as well: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:9). Why do we so often 
seek our own will? Whether we live for Christ or for self depends 
upon our understanding and faith.

Christ loves us so much that He paid the full penalty that His 
justice demanded for our sins. When this fact becomes more real 
to us than this passing world, we become overwhelmed with love 
for Him and the desire to do His will. When we really believe that 
this life is brief and eternity is unending, the shortness of time in 
relation to eternity compels us by logic and even self-interest to 
live for eternity. The life we live day-by-day depends upon what 
we really believe. Paul’s passion was to “present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus.” To that end he said, “Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily 
(Col 1:28-29). Understanding, faith, and love provide the foundation 
for a partnership in which God is able to work mightily in us as 
we work diligently and trust Him. 

Question: You justify God for sending people to hell because 
He has provided salvation for them in Christ. That won’t do, 
for millions and probably billions will spend eternity in hell. 
God knew that! How could a good God create anyone whom 
He knew would suffer eternally?
Response: God created each person with the capability to choose. 
One cannot have real human beings without the possibility of evil. 
So the issue is the existence or nonexistence of the human race: “To 
be or not to be.” The only way to have forever eliminated evil and 
suffering on this earth would have been not to create man at all. 
Although that would have eliminated all suffering and sorrow, think 
of the beauty and joy and love it would have eliminated as well. 

God wants no one to go to hell, and He has provided salvation 
for everyone through Jesus Christ, whom He sent into the world 
“that the world through Him might be saved” (Jn 3:17). He is not 
“willing that any should perish” (2 Pt 3:9) but desires for “all men to 
be saved” (1 Tm 2:4).  Those in hell have only themselves to blame 
for rejecting the full forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life 
offered to all freely, by His grace, through Christ’s payment of the 
penalty for their sins. 

Why would God create those He knew would ultimately reject 
the gospel? Why didn’t He only create those who would believe 
the gospel and leave uncreated those who would reject Christ? God 
knew that many of those who would, by their own free will, reject 
Him (although having the same opportunity to receive Him as all 
the rest) would be the mothers and fathers, the aunts and uncles, 
the children and grandchildren and cousins of millions and mil-
lions who would believe in Christ and therefore whose destiny is 
the eternal bliss and joy of heaven. If the former hadn’t come into 
existence, then neither could the latter. The only place for those 
who do not accept His offer of salvation is to be consigned to the 
lake of fire for eternity. “Not fair!” you say? On the contrary. God 
created the lake of fire for “the devil and his angels” (Mt 25:41), and 
it is not His will (Jn 3:16) that any should perish.

Question: “Broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat” (Mt 7:13). How has God 
“won” if there are more souls in hell than in heaven?
Response: Are you sure there will be “more souls in hell than in 
heaven”? The verse you quote refers to those who reject the nar-
row way to life—it does not refer to those who die in infancy or 
to aborted babies. If these, having neither sinned nor rejected the 
gospel, are indeed purchased by Christ’s sacrifice for the sins of the 
world (as I believe they are), on that account alone there could be 
more in heaven than in hell because of the high infant mortality rate 
in most countries where the gospel is little known. Furthermore, even 
if no one went to heaven, God has “won.” He did not compromise 
His justice but insisted that the penalty be paid and will allow no 
one into heaven who has rejected Christ’s payment on their behalf. 
Christ conquered Satan by living a sinless life of perfect obedience 
to the Father—and then by laying down that life in full payment for 
sin. God has proved both His love and His justice, both His mercy 
and holiness. Through Christ’s payment for sin upon the cross, God 
has won the victory over Satan, sin, and death, and has made salva-
tion available to all who will receive it as the free gift of His grace.

Question: Is it really biblical for you or anyone else to point 
out others’ faults? Isn’t this judging when we are not to judge? 
Doesn’t the Scripture say that the servant is to be left to the 
correction of his master, who is Christ?
Response: It’s not a matter of pointing out “faults” but of correcting 
unbiblical doctrine and behavior. Publicly taught doctrinal error 
must be corrected publicly for the benefit of those who have been 
misled thereby. In fact, correction should be a major part of any 
teaching from God’s Word. Paul tells Timothy that “all Scripture is 
given by the inspiration of God” with the purpose being “for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” 
(2 Tm 3:16). A primary purpose of all of the epistles is correction!

It’s impossible to teach sound doctrine and to instruct in righ-
teousness without warning concerning what is false. Thus Paul 
declares that to “preach the word” one must “reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tm 4:2). And reproof 
and correction are incomplete without specifically identifying the 
offenders. How many of today’s popular Christian leaders are being 
true to God’s Word in this regard? Could that be a major missing 
element in today’s church, explaining at least in part why “the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tm 4:3-4)?
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To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

L E T T E R S

Dear Friends,
We have loved The Berean Call for years and have appreciated 

each issue you have been sending out. You’re carrying on for Dave 
beautifully. God bless you. AK (GA)

Dear T. A. McMahon,
As a ministry partner with Rabbi Jonathan Cahn and about a 

dozen other Messianic Jewish ministries, as I have written before, 
David James’s misunderstanding and criticism of The Harbinger 
will sooner or later cause YAH’s judgment to fall on him and the 
Berean Call as a whole. We are not being led astray! JM (NY)

Dear Friends at TBC, 
I am writing to thank you so much for all you do. I truly enjoy 

your newsletters. They are excellent. All the editorials, subject 
matters, letters to the editor, and just the entire newsletter have 
been a truly great blessing. I get so much from it for my Chris-
tian walk. I read an article about you being a Christian and not a 
“Protestant” in your November 2017 newsletter. I, too, confess to 
being a Christian and nothing else. I have always thought I was 
the only one who felt this way. Keep up the good fight and run the 
good race. DF (CA, prisoner)

Dear TBC,
Thank you for posting past conference speakers on your 

website. Since I cannot attend the conferences in person, I surely 
appreciate their reaching me via the Internet. ES (PA)

Dear Berean Call,
[Our donation] is given in the memory of our mother. She was 

a long-time reader and looked forward to receiving the newsletter 
every month. If it didn’t arrive on time, she would call me to ask 
if I had received mine. Many of our conversations were around 
the articles and topics you covered. We have been blessed by the 
newsletter, Dave’s books, and other materials you offer. One of 
these days we hope to make it to a conference! God bless. SQ

QUOTABLE 
Ye greatly rejoice, though now...ye are in heaviness through 

manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold...though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ...receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls (1 Pt 1:6-9).

From my own experiences during fiery trials, I can testify that 
the pain, the angst, and other suffering are conquered the instant 
I surrender to the flames. It is like falling backwards off a steep 
cliff into the hands of God. There is no parachute and no stopping 
halfway. If He doesn’t catch you, then you will hit the bottom and 
die. That is literally the goal of faith—to trust God with your life 
and everything in it. All that is not put into His hands is unprotected 
and causes us angst and suffering. However, when all is surren-
dered, we receive a deep serenity that the fire will not burn anything 
except what needs to be consumed. That’s when the gold shines. 

—Cedric H. Fisher

END NOTES 
10	 Robyn Dawes, House of Cards: Psychotherapy Built on Myth 

(New York: The Free Press/Macmillan, Inc., 1994), 58.
11	 Ibid., 101-102.
12	 Lawrence LeShan, Association for Humanistic Psychology, 

October 1984, 4.
13	 APA Commission on Psychotherapies, Psychotherapy 

Research: Methodological and Efficacy Issues Washington: 
American Psychiatric Association, 1982, 192.

14	 Because counseling is essentially a female-friendly activity 
and because women make up the large majority of the 
counselors and counselees, the professional journals will 
often use the feminine gender alone when referring to the 
counselors and counselees.

15	 John T. McNeill, A History of the Cure of Souls. (New York: 
Harper and Row, 1951), vii.

16	 Thomas Szasz. The Myth of Psychotherapy. Garden City, NJ: 
Doubleday/Anchor Press, 1978, p xviii.

17	 Ibid., xxiv.
18	 Ibid., p. 26.

The Bobgans website is: www.psychoheresy-aware.org

T B C  N O T E S

How Sufficient Is God’s Word?
To answer this question, let’s go to what His Word tells 

us: “According as his divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” 
(2 Peter 1:3). “All things that pertain to life and godliness” 
seems very comprehensive if, indeed, “all” means all. Of 
course the Bible doesn’t include instructions regarding 
auto repair or figuring out our recently updated iPhone or 
making that perfect omelet, which have nothing directly 
associated with “life and godliness.”

Furthermore, the sufficiency Peter writes about is that 
which is gained “through the knowledge” that comes from 
God, i.e., knowing Him and obeying His instructions. 
Many who call themselves Christians claim to believe in 
the sufficiency of Scripture but are prone—even led by 
their pastors—to seek out the unbiblical wisdom of men 
in order to deal with life’s mental and emotional problems, 
which are rooted in doing things man’s way (Proverbs 
14:12 and 16:25). It should be clear that this is often a case 
of the shortsighted (i.e., pastors who should know better) 
directing the myopic (believers who don’t know better) 
to the spiritually blind (professional counselors who are 
sightless regarding the counsel of God).

We need to ask ourselves if we truly (and therefore 
practically) believe in the sufficiency of Scripture. If not, 
today is a good day to start submitting to God’s Word in 
“all things that pertain to life and godliness.”

T. A. McMahon

Executive Director
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News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise 
in discerning the times from a biblical perspective.
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$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest 
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$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class 
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street 
address required.)
If you require a specific shipping method, or want 
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the 
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual 
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to 
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your 
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less, 
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping 
charges are more, we will contact you.
First pound is $15, each additional 
pound is $5
Example: a 10-pound package is $15 (first pound) 
+ $45 (9 additional pounds) = $60
We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes 
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.
If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the 
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or 
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You 
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Founder: Dave Hunt
Executive Director: T. A. McMahon

TBC ONLINE
To receive The Berean Call by email or to access our 
online archives, please go to www.thebereancall.org
To order items from this newsletter or to see addi-
tional resources, visit www.thebereancall.com

DONATIONS
The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on 
the belief that God will provide as we seek His 
face, so we do not make appeals for financial 
help. Although the ministry operates primar-
ily on donations, these are freewill and not 
solicited. Through the years, TBC has seen God “do 
exceeding abundantly above” all that was asked  
or thought.

CONTACTING US
tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210
e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org
online store: www.thebereancall.com

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It 
is overseen by an independent board which has 
full and final authority over all corporate assets, 
personnel, and affairs. (02/18)

TRUMP RETURNS “JIHAD” TO INTELLIGENCE

FrontPageMag.com, 12/20/17, “Trump 
Returns “Jihad” to Intelligence” 
[Excerpts]: President Trump’s new 
national security strategy is set to return 
words relevant to understanding Islamic 
terrorism—such as “jihad”—that had 
been expunged from the Intelligence 
and Defense communities’ lexicon, most 
notably under the Obama administration.  
According to the new strategy document, 
“The primary transnational threats Ameri-
cans face are from jihadist terrorists and 
transnational criminal organizations.” 

This is significant on several levels—
the first being as basic as “knowing one’s 
enemy,” which President Obama had 
refused to do. In 2011 it was reported that 
“the Obama administration was pulling 
back all training materials used for the law 
enforcement and national security com-
munities, in order to eliminate all refer-
ences to Islam that some Muslim groups 
have claimed are offensive.”

(https://goo.gl/4PSnuq)

RAPID FINCH SPECIATION COUNTERS EVOLUTION

ICR.org, 12/18/17, “Rapid Finch Specia-
tion Counters Evolution” [Excerpts]: 
About a dozen species of Darwin’s famous 
finches inhabit the various Galapagos 
Islands. Textbooks have long used these 
animals as examples of evolution. Now, 
Peter and Rosemary Grant, career research-
ers into Darwin’s finches, describe how 
a new finch species established itself as a 
bona fide population on the tiny island of 
Daphne Major. What do these new obser-
vations imply about textbook evolution? 

 It all began in 1981 when a male 
hybrid between Geospiza fortis and G. 
scandens, as later determined by genetic 
testing, appeared on Daphne Major, an 
island that was already home to three dif-
ferent Darwin’s finch (Geospiza) species. 
Body size, bill size and shape, song, and 
diet all help characterize each species. 

The male hybrid pioneer mated with 
two G. fortis females that already lived on 
the island. The offspring had unique mix-
tures of their unlikely parents’ traits. 

The new family line achieved species 
status first by surviving droughts, mostly 
using their larger bodies and beaks to 
reach food that their smaller counterparts 
couldn’t access. Then the family remained 
isolated from other species, which it did by 

preferring mates that looked and sounded 
like their parents. It only took three gener-
ations to establish this new finch species.

According to Science Alert, “Charles 
Darwin would have been delighted” with 
the results of this field work. But would he 
really? His book On the Origin of Species 
used several examples of hybridization to 
illustrate the supposed potential of gradual, 
natural changes to transform virtually any 
creature feature into anything else. In this 
finch example, as in the examples Charles 
Darwin described, changes were limited to 
certain aspects of certain features.

For example, the new finch species 
has a larger bill, but they all still have bills 
instead of something else, such as teeth and 
lips. They sing a slightly different song, 
but they all share the same vocal cord con-
struction and they still all sing finch songs. 

(https://goo.gl/L2oACy)

[TBC: Simply put, a finch remains a finch.]

40% OF US BIRTHS OUT OF WEDLOCK

ChristianHeadlines.com,.12/21/17, 
“Report: 40 Percent of Births in U.S. 
Occur out of Wedlock” [Excerpts]: A 
report from the Senate showed that about 
40 percent of births in the United States 
happen out of wedlock. 

The hike in non-marital births is likely 
a result of “moral, behavioral, and social 
changes” since the “Sexual Revolution 
overhauled the American landscape,” 
said...the National Review.

The Senate report, “Love, Marriage, 
and the Baby Carriage: The Rise in Unwed 
Childbearing,” was released this month. 

Meanwhile, the report found that 
“shotgun” marriages have fallen. In the 
early 1960s, 43 percent of unwed pregnan-
cies led to “shotgun” marriages. Today, 
that number is 9 percent.

“We ridicule this norm, because we 
forget that it had the benefit of protecting 
the interests of children in having rela-
tionships with both parents,” said Jennifer 
Roback Morse, president of the Ruth Insti-
tute. “The most just solution for the child, 
is for the parents to marry each other, and 
work together for a lifetime for the good 
of the child, and their whole family. We 
accept injustice to children as the price we 
are willing to pay for adult sexual freedom 
and ‘gender equality.’”

(https://goo.gl/zT1eEo)
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RESOURCES FROM WILLIAM MacDONALD

SET97	 All three volumes of Wide is the Gate — SAVE $15.00	 wt .8     $65.00

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 1
Caryl Productions—Today’s 

new brand of Christianity 
has a different gospel and is 
targeting the younger gen-
eration with experiential 

spirituality, much of which is 
embracing the mysticism of Catholicism with 
its ecumenical philosophy of uniting people 
from all faiths to work together to bring about 
a new world of peace and harmony. The dan-
gerous result of this new spirituality in is the 
rise of today’s “Christianized” occultism. Learn 
what Scripture teaches about the times we live 
in and the methods used by the New Spiritual-
ity to usher in the counterfeit kingdom of God 
on earth. 1 DVD, 227 min.
DVD309	 wt .2     $25.00

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 2
Caryl Productions—Picking 

up where Volume 1 left off, 
this powerful series uses 
exclusive interviews with 
well-known authors and 

experts to examine the intru-
sion of the 60’s and 70’s New Age Movement 
into the professing church. Viewers will see 
how pagan eastern mysticism has morphed 
over the last four decades—from its repack-
aging as the “self help” psychology and 
holistic health movements of the 80s, to its 
seeker-friendly, megachurch appearance in the 
90s, to its coming out in the 21st century as 
“the new spirituality.” 1 DVD, 214 min.
DVD316	 wt .2     $25.00

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 3
Caryl Productions—The final 

installment in the Caryl 
Productions series features 
the hyper-Charismatic and 
Pentecostal movements 

represented by a variety 
of names and leaders. This supposed “new 
move of the Holy Spirit” coined as the New 
Apostolic Reformation (NAR) is also known 
as Third Wave, Latter Rain, Kingdom Now, 
Word Faith, Fresh Fire, and has many other 
names. Through careful biblical analysis, 
well-known experts help unravel the tragedy 
of growing deception in the church masquer-
ading as revival, renewal, and vibrant new 
Christianity. 2 DVDs, 335 min.
DVD339	 wt .3     $30.00

WIDE IS THE GATE IS BACK IN STOCK!  SAVE $15.00 ON THE SET

True Discipleship
MacDonald—A disciple can be forgiven if he does not have great 
mental ability or physical prowess. But he cannot be excused if he 
does not have zeal. If his heart is not aflame with a red-hot passion 
for the Saviour, he stands condemned. After all, Christians are fol-
lowers of the One who said, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me” 
(John 2:17). Their Saviour was consumed with a passion for God 
and for his interests. Those who are constrained by the love of Christ 
will count no sacrifice to great to make for him. Gospel Folio Press, 
180 pp. With purchase of book—get  CD093 for FREE* (see right)!
B96508	 wt .6     $11.00  SALE  $7.00

Our God Is Wonderful
MacDonald—In this thrilling book, 
a companion volume to his popular 
The Wonders of God, the author 
takes you on a journey—through 
creation, providence, and redemp-

tion—proving again that our God is wonderful. 
The more we spend time with Him, the more 
we know Him. Gospel Folio Press, 154 pp.
B00607	 wt .4     $11.00

The Wonders of God
MacDonald—The works of the 
Lord are wonderful beyond descrip-
tion. A single cell is as amazing 
in its order and complexity as the 

starry heavens. William MacDonald presents an 
array of evidence that God is the most wonder-
ful Person in the universe. Know Him better 
and love Him through the true-life drama all 
around you. Gospel Folio Press, 119 pp.
B00259	 wt .4     $10.00

The Disciple’s Manual
MacDonald—The Disciple’s Man-
ual is pure, undiluted Christianity. 
What every disciple is called to is 
as radical as it comes. For more 
than half a century, practicing and 

proclaiming biblical discipleship has been the 
author’s heart-beat. This is that life’s minis-
try captured for you in a book. Gospel Folio 
Press, 427 pp.
B01860	 wt 1.3     $17.00

That’s a Good Question
MacDonald—This booklet is per-
fect for use in evangelism. Mac-
Donald responds to dozens of 
common questions using Scripture 

and biblical reasoning. Study the booklet to arm 
yourself with great answers and keep a supply 
of them with you to pass out to folks you meet 
along life’s way! ECS Ministries, 32 pp.
B97301	 wt .1     $3.00

Now That Is Amazing Grace
MacDonald—Amazing grace! 
These words of an eighteenth-cen-
tury slave trader (John Newton), 
redeemed by that grace, have a 
message for our day. But what is so 

amazing about that grace? In his lucid style, 
William MacDonald shares with the reader 
a fine and thorough definition of God’s love 
toward the sinner and salvation by His grace. 
Gospel Folio Press, 108 pp.
B80970	 wt .3     $7.50

Here’s the Difference
MacDonald—Learn to recognize 
the distinctions between Israel 
and the church and many other 
subjects. The author provides 96 
biblical distinctions—useful keys 

for unlocking the treasures of Scripture! 
Gospel Folio Press, 196 pp.
B01453	 wt .5    SALE  $9.00

The Revolutionary Teachings 
of Jesus Christ
TBC—“Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth...but lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven.” 
Join us for an encouraging and convicting exhorta-
tion from the book of Matthew on how to live accord-
ing to the revolutionary teachings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Presented by William MacDonald. Includes 
the hymn “His Eye Is on the Sparrow.” 1 CD, 57 min.
CD093	 wt .1     $5.00

*The Revolutionary Teachings of Jesus Christ CD is FREE with purchase of True Discipleship!

SALE! 
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NEW!  NEWSLETTER AUDIO SET  CLASSIC ARTICLES FROM DAVE HUNT

SET184	 All three audio sets (shown above) — SAVE $17.50 off of regular pricing	 wt .6     $12.00

MORE RESOURCES ON PSYCHOLOGY AND BIBLICAL COUNSELING

Writing on Psychology
Hunt—A collection of 

feature articles, written 
by Dave Hunt, for 

The Berean Call 
newsletter. Read 
by Dave Hunt and 
TBC staff mem-

bers. All of the arti-
cles featured on this 

audio set pertain to the subject of Psychology. 
The titles are as follow: Psychology and the 
Doctrines of Devils, Psychology and the Evan-
gelical Church, “Christian” Psychology, and 
The Psychospiritual Approach. 2 CDs, 80 min.
CD212	 wt .2     $5.00

Psychology 
vs. The Bible
McMahon/Bobgan—A 

special broadcast of Search 
the Scriptures Daily Radio. All 

the schools of thought contributing to what we 
know as psychology were the creation of men 
who rejected Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
These include Freud, Jung, Skinner, Rogers, 
Adler, Maslow, et al., leaving a vast difference 
between biblical theology and psychology. Lis-
ten as T. A. McMahon and Martin and Deidre 
Bobgan thoroughly demonstrate the absolute 
failure of psychology to fully meet the true 
need of man. 3 CDs, 150 min.
CD099	 wt .2     $14.75  SALE  $5.00

12 Steps to 
Destruction
McMahon/Bobgan—This 

special 2-part audio pre-
sentation with T. A. McMahon 

and Martin and Deidre Bobgan discusses the 
growing trend in the evangelical church of 
turning to 12 Step programs to remedy every-
thing from alcohol abuse to sexual perver-
sions. Is this trend compatible with what the 
Bible teaches? Or does it progressively draw 
believers away from God’s solution for sin? 
This series will shed much needed light on 
12 Step programs in Christendom today. 2 
CDs, 112 min.
CD085	 wt .2     $9.75  SALE  $5.00

NEW! 

Psychology and the Church
TBC—Contemporary Christi-

anity’s embrace of psychology 
raises an important question: 
is there an insufficiency on the 

part of God’s Word that made 
it necessary for the church to turn to modern 
psychotherapy in order to more effectively 
address a Christian’s problems of living? Cru-
cial answers to that question will be the focus 
of this program. 1 DVD, 51 min.
DVD097	 wt .2    $9.75  SALE  $7.75

Psychology and the Church 
- Radio Discussion

Hunt/McMahon—Join Dave 
Hunt and T. A. McMahon as 
they discuss the integration of 

psychology with Christianity. Based upon the 
book and DVD of the same name. Originally 
broadcast on TBC’s radio program Search the 
Scriptures Daily. 7 hrs.
CD130	 6 CDs	 wt .5    $29.25
MP3130	 1 MP3	 wt .2    $14.75

School of Theology
TBC— TBC is pleased to pres-

ent this 2-disc series of four 
talks given by Dr. Martin Bob-
gan at the 33rd annual School 

of Theology at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London. This exclusive DVD 
set includes nearly three hours of valuable 
teaching. Talk titles: The Rise and Spread of 
Psychotherapy, Psychotherapy Discredited, 
Against Biblical Counseling: For the Bible!, and 
The Biblical Care of Souls. 2 DVDs, 171 min.
DVD178	 wt .2    $12.75

Psychology and the Church
Hunt/McMahon—The purpose 
of this book is not to attack or 
condemn evangelicals who are 
practicing psychotherapists or 
those who have been helped by 

what is commonly called “Christian Psychol-
ogy.” Rather, this volume acknowledges the 
value of believers bearing one another’s bur-
dens through prayer, fellowship, and the Word 
of God. The Berean Call, 415 pp.
B60613	 (includes DVD)	 wt 1.3    $20.75

James Dobson’s Gospel of 
Self-Esteem and Psychology
M&D Bobgan—In spite of the 
pluses of his ministry, self-
esteem and psychology are two 
major thrusts that too often 

supersede sin, salvation, and sanctification in 
the teachings of psychologist Dr. James Dob-
son. In fact, contrary to his claims, much of 
Dobson’s work originates from secular psy-
chological theorists whose opinions are based 
on a godless foundation—which, unfortu-
nately, have become the central focus to Focus 
on the Family. EastGate Publishers, 247 pp.
B00160	 wt .8     $15.00  SALE  $10.00

Psychological Seduction
TBC—This 2-part discussion 

with Martin and Deidre Bob-
gan explains to viewers how 
psychotherapy, with its under-

lying psychologies, is one of 
the biggest and most demonic deceptions in 
the church today. 1 DVD, 98 min.
DVD160	 wt .2     $9.75

Abusing Memory
Gumprecht—Agnes Sanford has 
long been hailed as the mother 
of the Inner Healing/Healing of 
Memories movement. She almost 
single-handedly brought it out 

of Jungian psychology and New Thought into 
the Christian church. Though Agnes Sanford’s 
methods are popular in various segments of the 
church, they are anything but Christian. Jane 
Gumprecht, M.D., walks us through Agnes 
Sanford’s life and theology to unveil her deep 
compromises with non-Christian thought. 
Canon Press, 167 pp.
B00277	 wt .6     $9.00

Psyching Out the 
Evangelical Church

TBC—Psychological theories 
have been preached so often 
and from so many pulpits that 

they are accepted without ques-
tion by increasing numbers of Christians as 
biblical doctrines. T. A. McMahon takes these 
issues head-on, and you will be shocked, 
informed, and edified by what he has to say. 
1 DVD, 51 min. 
DVD166	 wt .2     $9.75

The Secret
Hunt/McMahon—Dave and 
Tom discuss this popular 

spiritual phenomenon, includ-
ing these questions: Is “The Secret” Something 
New? • What Is the Law of Attraction? • If You 
Ask and Believe...Will You Receive? • Is God’s 
Truth Really a Secret? 2 CDs, 138 min.
CD129	 wt .2     $9.75

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 
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Temporal Delusion
McMahon—This book answers 
pointed questions such as: Are any 
of the “kingdom-building” efforts 
bringing eternal life and salvation 
to the lost? Or are millions of pro-
fessing Christians merely befriend-
ing the world in ways that create 

enmity with God? If you seek to understand cur-
rent church trends in the light of God’s revealed and 
perfect Word, you’ll find this easy-to-read volume 
both helpful and heart-pricking concerning the true 
state of the church today. In the process, you’ll dis-
cover that what you believe about “controversial” 
Last Days doctrines should indeed impact the direc-
tion and focus of our daily Christian walk—encour-
aging and equipping us to “redeem the time.” The 
Berean Call, 157 pp.
B60712	 wt .4     $10.50  SALE  $5.00

“TEMPORAL DELUSION” —
FOR A LIMITED TIME, ONLY $5.00 A COPY!

52%
OFF


