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“[The Bereans] . . . searched the scriptures daily, ‘ a ' ' [to see] whether those things were so.” —Acrs 17:11

Creation Witnessing
T. A. McMahon

I'M EXTREMELY BLESSED to have friends who are very
knowledgeable about science and whose calling it is to use their
knowledge to reach the lost and to help believers stay the biblical
course in the spiritual battle between beliefs in creation and evo-
lution. I’'m blessed because science is hardly in my comfort zone,
and my friends are always there for me with explanations that I
can understand (no small feat), so I’'m thankful for their longsuf-
fering in helping me to that end. I want to use what the Bible
says about creation in contrast to evolution just as they do, but I
need an approach that is just as solid as theirs but obviously not
as deep. I prefer to swim without the fear of drowning. For those
who are reading this and have the creation vs. evolution debate
well in hand, you still may want to share it with folks or family
members who are like me.

There are two things regarding creation witnessing that are
foremost on my mind. First, I want to be confident in my knowl-
edge of what God’s Word declares about creation, and second, I
want to be confident in communicating the necessity of super-
naturalism as the only basis for bringing about the universe and
everything in it.

Beginning with what the Scriptures reveal about creation, here
are some major points: 1) God created everything (Genesis 1:1). 2)
He created everything out of nothing (Hebrews 11:3). 3) Everything
was perfect at the time of creation (Genesis 1:31). 4) Jesus, who is
both God and man, created all things (John 1:3), and in Him all
things consist and are held together (Colossians 1:17). 5) Man’s sin
corrupted God’s perfect creation (Romans 8:20-22). 6) Mankind’s
sin separated humanity from God yet not from the awareness of
God as their Creator (Romans 1:19-20). Those points are among a
host of others supported by many scriptures, and they reveal a
Creator who is outside of His creation and infinite in His intel-
ligence and power.

There are two principal beliefs as to how the universe was
formed: naturalism and supernaturalism. Supernaturalism, as
noted above, has a Creator/Designer who is not part of creation
and who brought everything into existence. Naturalism, aka evo-
lutionism, is the belief that everything that exists came about
without anyone or anything initiating its formation or guiding its
development, which took place slowly and naturally over eons.

One of the common false ideas among many people, includ-
ing Bible-believing Christians, is that those who reject evolution
are rejecting science. That makes addressing creation vs. evolu-
tion a very worthwhile endeavor. It’s not a matter of defending a
Christian’s intelligence but rather challenging the myth that evo-
lution is science. It’s been said that it helps to cut down the trees
behind which false beliefs are doing their deceitful work. What
are some of those erroneous beliefs?

Is the study of evolution a scientific endeavor? No. A scien-
tific endeavor involves observation, measurement, experiment,

and the formulation and testing of a concluding hypothesis. Evo-
lution can’t go there. What then is the study of evolution? It’s
a philosophy, a way of thinking about the universe and how it
was formed. Although posing as a scientific study, it is in fact
scientism, a speculative ideology (read “religion”) that cannot be
verified or falsified by true science.

Why then bother to bring the creation vs. evolution discussion
into witnessing opportunities? Here’s a very significant reason:
it’s a great way to start talking about God. A good friend of mine,
who is one of my heroes when it comes to sharing the gospel, has
taught me that “witnessing is not about presentation but rather
‘conversation,”” and conversations usually provide openings to
asking questions and getting responses. Questions keep the con-
versation rolling. Consider this typical example: “Do you believe
in evolution?” “Of course I do.” “I’m asking about the belief that
you evolved from less complex kinds of animals over billions of
years. Is that what you believe?” “Yeah.” “What’s the main thing
that causes you to believe in it?” “Hey...it’s a scientific fact!”
“Seriously?” As you might expect, that conversation could get
interesting. But what could give it “legs,” meaning it might go in
a worthwhile direction (i.e., toward the gospel), is to have plenty
of other follow-up questions that are based upon reason, logic,
common sense, a bit of science savvy, and certainly biblical truth.

One of the things I love about asking questions is that it usu-
ally avoids an immediate defensiveness on the part of those being
questioned. Few like to have answers forced upon them, espe-
cially when they have no particular interest in or have limited
knowledge of the subject. What’s hoped for is that the conversa-
tion and the questions will lay the groundwork and motivation
for a person seeking answers. Here are some questions regard-
ing people’s belief in evolution (naturalism) that may get them
rethinking what they have supposed (Q= question, R= response,
A= answer, C= comment).

Q: “I’ve been told that there’s no God, and that everything
came about by an incredibly long process of nature. Does that
sound right to you?” R: “Yeah...that’s probably correct.” My
response could be: “Can you think of anything that’s really com-
plex that came into existence on its own?” Or it could be, “So
you believe living things evolved from nonliving things. Do you
know or have you ever heard of any examples of that?”

Q: “What do you think of the belief that everything that exists
came from nothing?” R: “That makes no sense. Things have
always existed.” My response: “Well, there’s a law of physics that
says the universe is running down, so it must have had a beginning.
But before the beginning, what do you think there was?” His R
and Q: “Nothing, I guess. But don’t Christians believe God made
everything out of nothing?” My R: “Yes.” His Q: “How is that pos-
sible? Isn’t God subject to the same physical law you referred to?
So, he must have had a beginning.” My R: “No. Not if He exists
outside His creation and isn’t subject to the laws He created. If
that’s the case, which the Bible claims, He has always existed.”

Some contend that God made everything out of Himself and
therefore everything is part of God, meaning everything is God.
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That is the belief of Hinduism and Buddhism known as panthe-
ism and panentheism and is popularized as an impersonal Force,
e.g., Star Wars. Hinduism and Buddhism teach early forms of
naturalism/evolutionism that propose the existence and develop-
ment of everything without personal design and superintendence.
If everything is God, then God also comprises all the evil that
exists. That’s the dark side of the Force, not the God of biblical
Christianity, who is perfectly good and holy.

Q: “Do you think that humans evolved from something less
than human?” R: “It’s hard to believe, but that’s what all the evi-
dence points to.” Q: “So it’s from slime to invertebrates to bony
fish to creeping/slithering land things to apes to ‘Lucy’ to you and
me?” R: “That’s what I’ve been taught. Although I think we’ve
lost ground when it comes to our sense of morality.” Q: “Can
you think of any animal that’s a clear transition or link between
two different kinds of animals?” R: “I’ve been told there are, but
I don’t remember what they are.” Q: “Did you know that there
are literally millions of fossils of creatures that supposedly lived
in prehistoric times and later, yet there are less than a handful of
those that are promoted as ‘transitional fossils,” all of which are
questionable at best? Shouldn’t there be millions of examples of
intermediate or transitional fossils?”

Q: “What do you know of the Big Bang Theory...other than
the television comedy show?” R: “Supposedly it’s the way the
universe began.” Q: “Why do you say ‘supposedly?’” R: “I'm
an engineer and I have trouble believing that what I recognize
as incredible design in nature and the way we go about building
things...I can’t see all of that having started with an immeasur-
able explosion. I like the TV show, but I don’t buy the so-called
scientific theory.” Q: “Are you a Christian?” R: “Not really. 1
bailed out on organized religion.” Q: “Why was that?” R: “I was
a Catholic and got tired of being told what to believe and espe-
cially the customary reason given for it: ‘Because the Church
says s0.”” Q: “Did you stop believing in God?” R: “Probably not.
I just don’t go there anymore.” Q: As an engineer, would it be
your best guess that God is the Designer of the universe?” R:
“It would be more than a guess. My math is pretty good, and
the astounding complexities I see in everything—from plants to
animals to the human body—render the idea that they evolved
naturally a bad guess. As far as probability goes, it’s a farce. It
could never happen by chance, in my view.” Q: “Did you know
that God said in the Bible, ‘Come let us reason together’? I really
enjoy talking with you because you seem like a very reasonable
guy.” R: “Where does it say in the Bible God wants to reason
with us? I like that.” A: “Isaiah 1:18. Let me show it to you so you
can read it for yourself.”

We never know where a conversation will take us when we
go about trying to share the gospel. Sometimes we hit a brick
wall and that’s the end of it. So we move on, maintaining a pleas-
ant attitude as we look for our next opportunity to point them
to their Creator and Savior. Even in those times when we are
abruptly rejected regarding what we share, seeds that may lead
to conviction have been planted. Whether or not they take root
and bear fruit is up to the person. The process of creation wit-
nessing, with its conversations, questions, and answers, is to be
carried out with complete dependence upon the Holy Spirit. Our
part is simply to obey the Lord’s leading and be thankful for the
opportunities He provides.

The conversation, questions, and answers 1’ve supplied are
just samples of what the interaction could be like. Here are a
few more: Q: “Do you think that all living things evolved?” R:
“From what I understand about evolution, that’s the process, and
it includes everything.” Q: “What about some things that can’t
work if they had to evolve?” R: “Give me an example.” A & Q:
“Your eyes. Their complexity is mind blowing. The number and
speed of the functions they carry out are far beyond our most
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advanced supercomputers (which, by the way, were designed).
Yet the eye itself could not function unless every incredibly intri-
cate part was in place. Forget the idea of a potential eye hanging
in there for millions of years waiting for what it needs to work.”
R: “I hear what you’re saying.” C: “Speaking of hearing, it’s the
same situation regarding your ears. Consider their astounding
complexity! If ears relied upon random mutation-driven develop-
ments progressing from simple to complex over long periods of
time in order to function, we’d all be deaf. All the multitude of
astoundingly complex components of eyes and ears must be in
place at once or neither body part will work.”

Q: “No doubt you’ve heard the question, ‘What came first, the
chicken or the egg?’ Did you ever wonder who came first, man or
woman?” R: “Never thought about it. I’'m aware that Christians
believe man was created first, but I don’t know about that.” Q:
“Are you thinking they evolved?” R: “Yeah. Q: So which one
evolved from the other?” R: “Does it make any difference?” My
R: “Probably not...as long as the male or female can evolve the
necessary opposite sexual body parts to enable impregnation and
child birth.” Q: “How can that happen?” R: “Evolutionists admit
that they don’t have a clue.”

All the questions above were ones I made up with the hope
that I might get a conversation going with someone I meet. I have
some idea of the response I'll get, but I never really know. So
I trust the Lord to give me an answer to the person’s response,
or a follow-up question. As the title of this article indicates, this
witnessing approach majors on things related to creation and
evolution. One of the goals, in addition to steering the talk in
the direction of biblical truth, particularly regarding our Creator
Jesus and the gospel, is to get people to think about some ideas
they have that are actually bogus. What they believe about evolu-
tion is a denial of their Creator, and therefore it’s a great subject
to address, especially because of all the myths about evolution.
Additionally, a science degree is rarely necessary because the
myths have more to do with irrationality and a lack of common
sense than knowing an atomic number on the periodic table.

As T hope you can see, this is not a “by-the-numbers” witness-
ing method devised by T. A. It’s an approach that involves the
Holy Spirit helping a believer to put together lots of questions
on different subjects that will get a conversation going and then
directing it as He leads. All of us are well practiced in conversa-
tion, so that shouldn’t be a problem. Another question I like is a
point blank: “Do you believe in God?” To a “yes” answer I might
follow up with “Tell me what you believe and where you got
those beliefs.” Or “Do you think it’s possible to have a personal
relationship with God?” Or “What do you think about Jesus?”
Or, if you know or are in the presence of someone who uses the
Lord’s name in vain (more out of habit than intending anything
mean-spirited by it), here’s a question you might consider asking:
“You keep referring to Jesus. Sounds like you know Him, and I
was wondering what you could tell me about Him!” That could
be an interesting conversation.

Does that seem a little too bold for you? Remember, boldness
is necessary according to the Scriptures. Why? Because the criti-
cal issue is where a person will spend eternity. The Apostle Paul
declared this prayer for himself—as well as for us: “And for me,
[praying] that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open
my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, for
which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak™ (Ephesians 6:19-20). My prayer is that
our Creator God will give us all an increasing desire and heart to

witness of the love He has for all His created beings.
TBC

Many thanks to Carl Kerby (Reasons for Hope) and Jay Seegert (The Start-
ing Point Project) for their helpful suggestions regarding this article. You
can find a selection of their products featured in this month’s resource pages.




QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 * Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

QuesTiON: The “church” is, and always was, “man’s ways and
means”; and that is so easy to see now, with all of the informa-
tion that is at our fingertips. Originally, “Ecclesia” was not
buildings and institutions. Words matter! Why did King James
have to bind the translators of the KJV to the word “church”
if it was the right word? Sadly the word “church” is now so
elevated above truth, and so much is built upon it, that few
are going to give up the empires and businesses that they have
established, no matter what the truth is. What do you think?

REesponsk: The value of a word and its usage is not determined by
the abuse of men. In Ephesians 1:23 Paul clearly states that the
church “...is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” In
Matthew 16:18, the Lord promised to build His church and said
that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In 2 Timothy
2:19, Paul noted, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And,
Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

The church is not a building but the people that may meet in
a building. Even in the conditions approaching the endtimes, we
are to “...consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb 10:24-25).

The church is not a “business” or an “empire,” but too many have
forsaken the assembling of ourselves together because of such abuses,
though the implication of Hebrews is that if we are commanded to
not forsake the assembling, this must be possible (no matter how
small the group) until the Lord takes us in the Rapture or by death.

The Lord has some assignments for us, and we need to have
the Holy Spirit’s guidance regarding where we are to gather. We
may not recognize immediately why the Lord has us where we are.
We continue to encourage those who write to us that they aren’t
to be fearful of a church that isn’t perfect, since there are none.

If we do as the Bereans did, searching the Scriptures daily to see
if what they were taught was so, the Lord can use such a situation
mightily in spite of the human failings we may encounter. God has
His people everywhere, in the midst of faulty settings, and He may
lead us to a place we would not have chosen in order that we might
“forsake not the assembling” and fulfill our role among the saints
to encourage, help, serve, admonish, and together become Bereans.

By definition, the word translated “church” is from ekklésia (a
word derived from ek, meaning, “out of, from, and to” and kaléo,
“to call”). More properly, “the Church” comprises a people who are
called out from the world and 7o God (see Strong’s Concordance).
That is what we need to keep in mind.

QUuEsTION: Are the techniques used on people in psychotherapy
reliable? [From our archives, July 1986]

Response: [ can’t begin to answer that thoroughly here. I’d suggest
you read Martin and Deidre Bobgan’s book, The Psychological
Way/The Spiritual Way and other books by Christians refuting the
scientific claims of psychotherapy.

You just can’t escape the fact that psychology has a very, very
powerful influence in modern society. We have turned our society
over to these people. Here’s a quote from a book, The Psychologi-
cal Society, by Martin Gross. He says, “the major agent of change
in modern society is psychology. This cult sits at the very center of
contemporary society as an international colossus whose professional
minions number in the hundreds of thousands. Its ranks include
psychiatrists, psychoanalysts, clinical psychologists, psychothera-

pists, social workers, family therapists, educational psychologists,
sensitivity groups and encounter leaders, assorted lay therapists,
Christian psychologists” and on and on and on it goes. Here’s what he
says: “Its experimental animals are an obliging, even grateful, human
race. They [psychotherapists] don’t know what they are doing.”

Just get a subscription to Psychology Today. Read it from 10
years ago or 5 years ago and see how the theories have changed.
You’ve got 250 psychologies and 10,000 therapies. It’s a smorgas-
bord of personal preferences, and the research proves that none of
them are scientific nor do they necessarily offer any help. Yet the
church has become the largest referral agency to psychologists and
psychiatrists. Christians have forfeited what used to be called the
cure of souls to what is now called the cure of sick minds. It’s not
biblical nor is it scientific!

Psychologists also have the highest occupational hazard rate
of any profession—divorce, suicide, alcoholism, etc. The Bible is
the manufacturer’s handbook that claims to have “everything that
pertains to life and godliness.” Why turn to a bankrupt system? I've
already shared with you that 7,000 of the world’s leading psychother-
apists recently gathered in Phoenix to evaluate where psychotherapy
has come in 100 years. R. D. Laing summed it up well. He said he
couldn’t think of any fundamental insight into relationships between
human beings that has resulted from a century of psychotherapy.

QuEsTION: Our pastor preached on Sunday that God crucified
Jesus. Does the Bible state this?

Response: The Lord Jesus was sent to earth by the will of the Father.
In Revelation 13:8 we learn that Jesus is “the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” Before the world was formed, God knew
that the redemption of sinful man would require the death of the Son.
On the Day of Pentecost, Peter, speaking of Jesus, declared,
“Delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain....”
Peter was pointing out that the Lord had known exactly what
sinful man would do and that it fulfilled the predetermined counsel
of God. Yet, it was by the “wicked hands” of man that Jesus was
“crucified and slain.” Some anti-Semites have stated that it was the
Jews who killed Jesus, but the Roman government (and consequently
humanity) must share the guilt. Rome was the only judicial authority
granted the power to exercise capital punishment. The representatives
of Rome that day in Jerusalem set aside justice to satisfy an angry
mob. They executed an innocent man, of whom Pilate, the Roman
Governor of Galilee, declared, “I find no fault in this man” (Lk 23:4).
In the Garden, as He faced the Cross, Jesus declared, “Not my
will but thine be done.” Long before the Cross, however, Jesus
(remember—He had a choice) had already willed Himself to go.
He set His face like a flint (Is 50:7), and “he stedfastly set his face
to go to Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51). He didn’t drag His heels on the way
to the cross. At any time He could have called for help: “Thinkest
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently
give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall
the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?”” (Mt 26:52). He “will-
ingly” went to suffer the death of the cross. Jesus had said to His
disciples, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me....Whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall
find it” (Mt 16:24-25). Therefore, in Jesus’s willingness we see Him
freely choose to go to the Cross. Yes, the Father sent Him, and
the Father didn’t stop the execution to which the Son submitted
Himself. Nevertheless, it was humanity who put our Lord to death.

FEBRUARY 2019 |  THE BEREAN CALL 3



LETTERS

To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 © Bend, OR 97708
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

Berean Call Staff,

Thank you so much for continuing to provide the truth of God’s
Word to a world desperately in need—including those of us who
were temporarily deceived. We are now trusting and thank you for
the monthly newsletter and all the available material. I'm so pleased
to be part of your ministry—a grateful participant. CW (NE)

Dear TBC,

For the first time ever, I’'m disappointed in your Newsletter
(Dec). First article [by Dave Hunt]...I find out God loves me but
He doesn’t “need” me. Sounds like something a Calvinist might
say, as they equate humans with worms. Then I scroll to the Q/A
and find out the President can pardon a criminal but he’s zip/zero/
nothing compared to Jesus who died on a cross for people.

The point? People who help others are nothing. Only Jesus
is somebody. So, now I don’t feel like reading the rest of the
Newsletter for fear that it’ll tell me I’m worthless so I should go
commit suicide.

Okay, that may have been a little over the top but you really
do sound like Calvinists now. Are you angry? Could you guys

TBC NOTES
That's Not My Calling!

When I mentioned to my recent guest, Mark Cabhill,
on Search the Scriptures 24/7 that many Christians are
reluctant to witness to the lost, claiming it’s not their
“calling,” his response was, “They need to pick up the
phone!”” Obviously, his point was that witnessing is not a
calling. It’s a command, and it’s central to every believer’s
life in Christ. The “phone” is God’s Word, where verses
abound related to sharing the gospel.

So why are many if not most Christians reluctant to
share the gospel with lost family members, friends, and
strangers? Well, mostly it appears that it has to do with
self. Self-image puts us in fear of looking foolish in front
of others. Self-interest puts us in fear of upsetting personal
relationships. Self-love has us loving ourselves more than
the eternal destiny of others. Self-consciousness holds us
firmly in bondage to what others think. “Self” presents
the greatest road block regarding our obedience to God’s
instructions and pleasing Him. The biblical solution is
given in Matthew 16:24: “If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

The other lame excuse (read “disobedience™) is “I’'m
neither trained nor equipped to evangelize.” Do you have
any experience in holding a conversation? Then you are
trained. Have you ever asked anyone questions? Then
you are equipped. The approach involves growing in the
knowledge of what the Bible teaches and letting the Holy
Spirit direct your conversation, your questions, and your
responses. He is always available. How about you?

T A. McMaHoN
EXEcuTIVE DIRECTOR
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please just preach the gospel and stop with the God-is-great-but-
people-are-dung theology? And is anyone really so superior in
loving God the “right way” they should tell the rest of us how to
be religiously correct in all these matters? How about some good
articles on Prophecy? Or how to stay strong (and be happy) while
having to deal with all the wickedness in America now. You know,
encouraging things, instead of tearing down things. J (email).

Dear Berean Call,

Greetings and salutations in the Name, Power, and Author-
ity of our mighty Creator. I am deeply and much obliged to you
all collectively.The recent 7BC newsletter was well written and
very inspiring, especially T. A. McMahon’s “Have you left your
first love?” article. I recommend 7BC to my friends, family, and
other prisoners as often as possible. There is intense persecution
of Christians abroad and here in the U.S. In prison it is ugly for
Christian prisoners. EG (prisoner, CA).

Dear Mr. McMahon,

I was without The Berean Call for a year and missed it so much.
Praise God that the Berean Call is working very hard to keep us
on the straight and narrow way. I also think that frequent articles
from Dave Hunt’s past writings would greatly be a benefit. You,
Mr. McMahon, are also an invaluable asset to us, having been
converted to Christ out of Roman Catholicism. Praise God for
doing this! I fear the church has become worldly and fails in being
a praying church. RB (Canada)

Dear TBC,

I just wanted to say thank you for including the full text of the
radio program Search the Scriptures 24/7, since I love to read The
Bible and learn more about God’s Word. Thank you for all the
various formats and languages in which you publicize and promote
the gospel, and not settling for less than His absolute Truth. The
full-text transcripts of your weekly broadcast is truly a gift that
keeps on giving, just as The Bible is, and I pray you will continue
publishing the readable formats as well as the audio and video. May
our Abba Father God continue to bless you as diligent shepherds
and harvesters of His Gospel. BM (email)

“Spiritual values” is a vague term that no one defines, yet
everyone seems pleased with themselves for using it, as though
common ground for uniting science and religion has been found
and something meaningful has been communicated. In fact, neither
is true. “Spiritual values” is another form of “the Emperor’s new
clothes.” No one knows what the term means. Yet it has become
an integral part of suggested solutions to the world’s problems.
To put it bluntly, “spiritual values” is the new shibboleth of the
environmental and peace movements.

Even some evangelical leaders seem pleased with all the talk
about “spiritual values.” They react as though it indicates that those
who use the term are somehow kindred spirits, when in fact they
could be atheists and/or occultists totally opposed to Christian-
ity—and generally are.

—DAVE HUNT



NEWSWATCH

News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise

CHRISTIANS STANDING IN THE WAY OF CHINA

CBNNEws.com, 12/18/18, “CHRISTIANS
‘STANDING IN THE Way’ oF CHINA’S X1 JIN-
PING’S TOTALITARIAN RULE” [EXCERPTS]:
It was 40 years ago that China opened its
doors to the world and launched a series of
ambitious reforms that would create one
of the world’s largest economic engines.

“December 18, 1978, was an impor-
tant day to be remembered in the history
of the Chinese nation,” Xi added, saying
that it marked the “start of a great journey
of reform....”

But unlike Deng Xiaoping, who helped
launch the country’s reforms and wanted to
reduce the power and influence of the Com-
munist Party over civil society, China’s cur-
rent leader believes in the absolute power of
the Party and wants his government to exert
control over every aspect of Chinese life.

Since coming to power in 2012, Xi has
severely cracked down on human rights,
religious freedom, and freedom of expres-
sion. Christians are experiencing some of
the worst persecution in decades.

“Under President Xi, the government
has further tightened control over Christi-
anity in its broad efforts to ‘Sinicize’ reli-
gion or ‘adopt Chinese characteristics’....
In other words, to ensure that religious
groups support the government and the
Communist Party.”

(https://goo.gl/XccWdi)

THREAT OF AMERICA’S NEW POLITICAL RELIGIONS

INTELLECTUALTAKEOUT. ORG, 12/12/18,

““THE GREAT AWOKENING’: THE THREAT
OF AMERICA’S NEw PoLiTicAL RELIGIONS”
[Excerpts]: The decline of religion in
America is real—that is, depending on
how you define “religion.”

Weekly church attendance is in
decline, as is self-identification with a for-
mal religion, denomination, or belief sys-
tem. Meanwhile, the rise of the “nones”
seems increasingly steady in speed,
replacing religious-cultural standards and
norms of old with a modern menu of “per-
sonal spiritualties” based on any number
of humanistic priorities—from humanitar-
ianism to political activism to self-helpism
to the garden-variety exultations of hedo-
nism, materialism, and comfortability.

In a striking essay, Andrew Sullivan
explores the phenomenon and its deleteri-
ous effects, reminding us that the decline
in Western Christianity has not meant a

in discerning the fimes from a biblical perspective.

decline in “religiosity” after all....“We’re
mistaken if we believe that the collapse of
Christianity in America has led to a decline
inreligion,” Sullivan writes. “It has merely
led to religious impulses being expressed
by political cults. Like almost all new
cultish impulses, they see no boundary
between politics and their religion.”

As aresult, Sullivan argues, the Great
Awakening of America’s past has been
replaced by a “Great Awokening” of sorts.
On the left, we see the growth of an iden-
titarian shame culture, with “social jus-
tice” and “fairness” as its supposed ends.
Those who violate its dogmas are deemed
heretics, dealt with only by coercions into
“public demonstrations of shame” or out-
right cultural banishment. Likewise, on
the Right, we see a vigorous opposition
that opts for the same sort of intellectual
overreach, elevating a narrow national-
ism and isolationism to religious heights,
conflating Christian witness with political
control, and purging those who disagree.

In each case, we see political orthodox-
ies asserting themselves much like they
always have. This time, however, there’s a
religious vacuum to be filled, allowing them
to masquerade as causes “bigger than our-
selves.” Unfortunately, and quite ironically,
our selves are still firmly at the forefront.

(https://goo.gl/FAKKJc)

CHRISTIAN FAMILY DEVASTATED BY KILLING

MORNINGSTARNEW.0RG, 1/7/19, “‘CHRIs-
TIAN FamiLy, CHURCH DEVASTATED By
KiLLing oF CHURCH ELDER IN NIGERIA”
[Excerprs]: Ladi Yakubu does not know
how her family will eat after Muslim
Fulani herdsmen destroyed crops on their
farm in Kaduna state, Nigeria on Nov. 26
and shot and killed her husband.

The 49-year-old Yakubu, a member of
the Dogo Awo village congregation of the
Evangelical Church Winning All (ECWA)
in north-central Nigeria, said she knew
the gunmen were Fulani herdsmen [who]
lived near the village for several years.

The armed herdsmen left the area, she
said, but the next morning they returned
and destroyed crops, water-pumping
machines for irrigation, herbicide sprayers
and even the food warmers the family had
taken to the farm, she said.

Every morning during family devo-
tionals, she said, her husband would
instruct them never to repay evil with evil.

(https://goo.gl/8UfXfx)
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online archives, please go to www.thebereancall.org

To order items from this newsletter or to see addi-
tional resources, visit www.thebereancall.com

DONATIONS

The Berean Call (TBC) has always operated on
the belief that God will provide as we seek His
face, so we do not make appeals for financial
help. Although the ministry operates primar-
ily on donations, these are freewill and not
solicited. Through the years, TBC has seen God “do
exceeding abundantly above” all that was asked
or thought.

CONTACTING US

tel: (541) 382-6210 » fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210

e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org

online store: www.thebereancall.com

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It
is overseen by an independent board which has
full and final authority over all corporate assets,
personnel, and affairs. (02/19)

SHIPPING RATES & OPTIONS

$3 - DISCOUNT SHIPPING (US)
Your items will be shipped by the cheapest
method, delivers in 7 - 21 days.

$7 - FASTER SHIPPING (US)

Your items will be shipped by USPS First Class
Mail or faster, delivers in 3 - 7 days. (Street
address required.)

If you require a specific shipping method, or want
FedEx expedited shipping, we will charge you the
actual shipping cost. Customers who buy at whole-
sale or ministry discounted pricing also pay actual
shipping cost. Please provide a street address to
get the lowest shipping cost.

FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS ONLY:
Please use the calculation below to estimate your
shipping costs. If actual shipping costs are less,
we will adjust what we charge you. If shipping
charges are more, we will contact you.

First pound is $15, each additional
pound is $5

Example: a 10-pound package is $15 (first pound)
+$45 (9 additional pounds) = $60

We will use International Priority Flat Rate Boxes
whenever possible to reduce postage costs.

If you pay with a credit card, we will charge the
actual amount of shipping. If you pay by check or
cash, we prefer to refund you with store credit. You
may also choose to receive a refund by check or
specify that the difference be used as a donation.
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ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH MARCH 31, 2019 « (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

NEW! FREEDOM TRACT FROM MARK CAHILL MINISTRIES

Freedom

Cahill—Many have said the best things in
life are free, but what is real freedom? One
definition of freedom is “the power or right
to act, speak, or think as one wants without
hindrance or restraint.” Freedom is something
everyone hopes for, but does living however
you want really make you free? Sinners need a Savior to set them free.
The One who never sinned is the only One who can give you true free-
dom. Full-color glossy cardstock, 100 tracts per pack.

TR206 1 pack (100 tracts)

wt.6  $8.00

Paradise

Cahill—Looking for a simply worded tract that
clarifies the truth about Paradise? These color-
ful and sturdy cards will catch the attention of
everyone you meet. Most people want to go to
Paradise, but will it be the right one? Visit our
website for a full description of the tract—including the text printed on
the back of each design. Full-color glossy cardstock, 100 tracts per pack.

TR202 1 pack (100 tracts) wt.6 $8.00
What If?

Cahill—People wonder about the “what ifs”
in their earthly lives, but are they wondering
about what will happen to them in eternity?
This tract will get their minds moving in the
eternal direction by engaging them with simple
questions that lead them to the right answers! Visit our website for a full
description of the tract. Full-color glossy cardstock, 100 tracts per pack.

TR203 1 pack (100 tracts) wt.6  $8.00

The Prize

Cahill—What is the best prize you could
ever win? A million dollars? A trip around
e the world? Having your debts paid off? Or
- would erasing your sin debt with God be a
better deal than all the wealth on earth? (Mat-
thew 16:26) Let’s see! Visit our website for a full description of the
tract. Full-color glossy cardstock, 100 tracts per pack.

TR204 1 pack (100 tracts)

'HE PRIZE

wt.6  $8.00

Infinity

Cahill—The symbol on this tract means
“infinity” or “forever” and is a perfect conver-
sation starter about eternal matters! Are there
answers for our eternal questions? If there
are wrong answers, then there must be right
answers that can be found before it’s too late! Visit our website for a full
description of the tract. Full-color glossy cardstock, 100 tracts per pack.

TR205 1 pack (100 tracts) wt.6  $8.00

MARK CAHILL TRACT SET

SET174 All five tract packs (500 tracts in total)!

wt2.8 $35.00

MARK CAHILL is an author, speaker, and evan-
gelist. He is the founder of Mark Cahill Ministries
.,._'_ and has written five books. Mark’s passion is for the
entire world to know Jesus Christ! He lives to spread
the gospel far and wide. To find out more about
Mark go to his website at www.markcahill.org.

ETERNAL PRODUCTIONS DVDs SAVE $30.00 ON THE SET

God of Wonders

Eternal Productions—This amazing DVD takes us

through the creation story and the Gospel with spec-

tacular photography, and tremendous facts about

God’s marvelous handiwork in creation. Presented
= clearly, simply, and precisely by men of God—Dave
Hunt, Roger Oakland, John Whitcomb, and others—are
the wonderful attributes of God: His justice, His wisdom, His love.
Join us on a remarkable journey of discovery as we explore the Cre-
ator’s handiwork and what His creation reveals about His character.
Survey the unimaginable size of the universe and ponder the vast
energy present in all matter. | DVD, 85 min.

DVD036 wt.2 $15:00 SALE $12.50
El Dios de las Maravillas - (God of Wonders)

Eternal Productions—This is the Spanish version
of God of Wonders. An excellent resource to share
with your Spanish speaking neighbors, family, and
friends! From the design functionality of birds to
the incredible transformation of butterflies, these
and many other features of creation are highlighted in
this visually stunning presentation. 1 DVD, 88 min.

DVD034 wt.2 $20:00 SALE $12.50

GRi o

SET190
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Set includes all four Eternal Productions DVDs featured above — a savings of $30.00!

Countdown to Eternity

Eternal Productions—Through prophecy, the Bible
authenticates that it alone transcends time and space.
No other book dares to establish its credibility by
telling the future in advance. A look at the “signs of
. the times” with Dave Hunt, Chuck Missler, Roger
Oakland, and Chuck Smith. What is this world coming
to? Is there hope? Hundreds of fulfilled prophecies prove that God
has spoken to mankind, and we can know Him—the Creator, Lord
and Savior! This video examines several last days’ prophecies being
fulfilled before our very eyes. 1 DVD, 74 min.

DVD030 wt.3 $15:00 SALE $12.50

A Question of Origins

Eternal Productions—This popular and much-

= requested DVD is a visually rich production reveal-

ing strong evidence that the universe and all life were

created by a supernatural being—and that the God

@ of the Bible is that Creator. This video dramatically

exposes the blind speculation and evolutionary bias in

cosmology, chemistry, and biology, and demonstrates the divinely-
inspired scientific foreknowledge of Scripture. 1 DVD, 61 min.

DVD035 wt.3 $20:00 SALE $12.50

wt.9  $40.00

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT WWW.THEBEREANCALL.COM



ORDER AT THESE SALE PRICES THROUGH MARCH 31, 2019  (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

NEW! CREATION AND EVOLUTION BY JAY SEEGERT

Creation and Evolution

Seegert—Do the questions of creation, evo-
lution, and the Bible seem to be too compli-
cated and confusing? Do you want to know
more about why the issue remains one for
the church today, yet don’t want to end up
reading mind-numbing details? Whatever
your stance on this issue, you will find Cre-
ation & Evolution to be both interesting and
easy to understand. Presenting the best infor-
mation on both sides of the debate, the book
takes you on a fascinating discovery of the
issues and their relevance to your faith. With
an engaging style, diverse points, and numerous quotes of interest,
the book is a fast-track guide to understanding why God is found in
the details of this critical debate. Master Books, 298 pp.

B20300

wt.8 $14.00

CARL KERBY CONFERENCE DVDs AND (Ds

Carl Kerby -
2010 Conference DVD

TBC—Watch Carl Kerby
at the 2010 TBC Confer-
ence in Bend, Oregon, as
he delivers the following talks: How to
Keep Teens from Leaving the Church and
God Said. 1 DVD, 109 min.

wt.2  $6.00

o

DVD215

Human Evolution; From

|da to Us, What Are The
Facts?

TBC—Fun-loving but
formidable apologist Carl
Kerby investigates Ida, the supposed
missing link to human evolution. Is Ida
link or lemur? Kerby challenges his audi-
ence with this assignment: “We’re going
to set aside our preconceived ideas and
follow the observable evidence to its log-
ical, testable, conclusion.” Just like Bere-
ans testing everything from the truth of
Scripture, viewers are encouraged to crit-
ically observe and consider all the facts in
this exciting talk. 1 DVD, 53 min.

DVD223 wt.2  $9.75

Carl Kerby -
diie 2016 Conference DVD

TBC—Carl Kerby’s

sessions from the TBC

2016 confence include:
Becoming Bold!, 10 Things a Christian
Can Learn about Evangelism...From an
Atheist! (with Q and A). 121 min.

DVD272 3DVDs wt.3  $10.25
CD193 3CDs wt.3  $7.00

TOLL-FREE ORDERS 800-937-6638  TO ORDER ONLINE VISIT WWW.THEBEREANCALL.COM |

Carl Kerby -
2013 Conference DVD

TBC—Carl’s talks
include Jurassic Park or
Jesus: Who Knows More?
and Answering Skeptics. Each session
concludes with a Q&A session. 135 min.
DVD238 2DVDs wt.3  $10.50

CD168  2CDs wt.3  $7.00

Fossils: Friend or Foe?

TBC—Featured at TBC’s
2011 Summer Bible Con-
ference, this entertaining
talk from Carl Kerby will

challenge the belief that

the fossil record supports the teaching of
millions of years of evolution. A proper
understanding of what the “evidence”
shows in the fossil record is vital to hav-
ing biblical answers in today’s world. In
his fast-paced and quick-witted style, Carl
explains how bias and worldviews affect
the way that we see the world around us.
1 DVD, 58 min.

DVD222

wt.2 $9.75

Carl Kerby -
2018 Conference DVD

TBC—Carl Kerby’s
sessions from the TBC
2018 conference include:
Whose ‘Voice’ Are We Listening To?;
Something from Nothing! And You Think
We Have a Problem?; and What Is the
Best Evidence God Created? 3 DVDs,
184 min.

DvD288 wt.3  $12.25

DVD268

Jay Seegert - 2017 Conference DVD

TBC—1Jay Seegert’s sessions from the TBC 2017

Juy Seegert - 2015 Conference DVD

TBC—Filmed in Bend, OR, at The Berean Call 2015
conference. Jay’s topics were: Creation in Six

Days? A Biblical & Scientific Analysis and Evolu-
tion: Probable or Problematic? Q&A is included
with each session. 2 DVDs, 143 min.

wt.3 $10.50

conference include: Creation vs. Evolution: The
Cases from Science, and Scientific Evidence for
the Inspiration of the Bible. 2 DVDs, 144 min.

DVD282 wt.3 $10.25

NEW! 2018 NEWSLETTER
REPRINTS AND ARCHIVES

1986-2018 Newsletter
Archive on (D-ROM

Hunt/McMahon—TBC
Newsletter Archive on CD-
ROM contains every fea-
@ . ture article and Q&A, along
with select content from 1986
through 2018, plus index, all in PDF for Mac
or Windows on one CD! A comprehensive and
economical resource for Bereans desiring to add
to their study tools—PDF is completely search-
able by keyword or phrase, page number, year,
or month! A digital download version of the
Newsletter Archive is available for purchase at:
thebereancall.com

CDPDF 1 CD-ROM wt .2
eCDPDF digital download (online)

2018 Newsletter Reprints

iR TBC—Contains every feature arti-

. cle and Q&A plus select content
from 2018. These loose-leaf, binder-

@ ready reprints include the annually
N pdated index (1986-2018) listing

thousands of names and topics. 12 issues.

2018 w6 $10:00 SALE $6.50
. 1986-2018 Newsletter Reprints

TBC—ZEvery feature article and
" Q&A plus select content from 1986
through 2018! Loose-leaf binder-
ready reprints come with the annu-
ally updated index (1986-2018).

wt8.0 $65:60 SALE $35.00

$15.00
FREE!

102018

THE BEREAN CALL 7



e s~— Non-Profit Org.

ere an uU.S. I;gl%TAGE

Dallas TX
all www.thebereancall.org Permit No. 419
PO BOX 7019 BEND OREGON 97708-7020
FEBRUARY 2019

DOWNLOAD
OUR FREE APP!

Available for
AMATOHN - APPLE
- AHDROID - WIHDOWES
W= deuieesd

Videos, radio programs,
newsletter articles, and morel

TO DOWNLOAD - GO TO:
subsplash.com/thebereancall/app

"TBC ORDER FORM — PLEASE SUBMIT ENTIRE PAGE-

0 ORDERED BY: 7 address correction or change below 6 SHIP TO: 1 same as “ordered by” O alternate address below (7 this is a gift to
Account No. Name

Name Address

Address City State Zip

City State____Zip @ PAYMENT: (PLEASE — IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY)

9 CONTACT INFO: n case we need to contact you regarding your order 7 CHARGE to my credit card m i = ?

Phone Number ( ) Card Number _ /[ _ _ _ | _ _ _ _ | _ _ _ __
E-Mail Expireson (mmlyy) _ [
To sign up for automatic e-mail news, please visit our website: www.thebereancall.org Signature

and click on “subscribe” to create a user name and to see the newsletter options. 7 CHECK or money order enclosed | check number

6 ORDER RESOURCES: Piease print all information clearly and use catalog item codes

Item Title/Product Price Weight Quantity Total Weight Total
Code Description (Int'l Only) Ordered  (Int'l Only) Price

% SHIPPING NOTE: U.S. cusTOMERS MUST CHOOSE $3 SLOWER SHIPPING OR $7 FASTER SHIPPING. INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS SEE PAGE 5 FOR SHIPPING RATES.

® WEIGHT: (ntlonly) @ TOTAL ORDER: Product Total Shipping Fees Donation Total Enclosed

3 IF MY FUNDS EXCEED PRODUCT AND SHIPPING COSTS, PLEASE KEEP BALANCE AS A GIFT [ hamnk You!

@ 800-937-6638 * 541-382-6210 7:00aM — 4:30pM Mon-Fri (psT) Y8 ONLINE: www.thebereancall.com 51 PO Box 7019 » Bend OR 97708



