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THE BEREAN    CALL

Dave  Hunt

How  wonderful   to   think   that   I   am  
tenderly  loved  by  God,  the  infinite  Cre-­
ator  of   the  universe!  That  fact,   if   true,  
is  so  awesome  that  our  finite  minds  are  
overwhelmed  by  the  thought.  But  isn’t  
this  too  good  to  be  true?  How  can  I  be  
sure  that  God  loves  me?  And  what  does  
that  really  mean?
When  I  was  a  boy  in  Sunday  school,  

we  used  to  sing  in  simple  faith,  

Jesus  loves  the  little  children,
All  the  children  of  the  world.
Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white,  
All  are  precious  in  His  sight.  
Jesus  loves  the  little  children  of  the  world.

Is  this  favorite  song  of  children  bibli-­
cal?  Indeed  it  is!  
Mothers   brought   young   children  

to  Jesus  and  the  disciples  drove  them  
away.  Did   the   stern   disciples   think  
these   children  were   not   among   the  
“elect”?  No,   the   disciples   had  never  
been  taught  such  a  concept  by  Jesus.  
Their  problem  was  the  same  pride  and  
lack  of  love  with  which  Christ  indicted  
the  Pharisees:  “ye  have  not  the  love  of  
God  in  you”  (Jn  5:42).  
Jesus  took  the  children  and  blessed  

them,  saying,  “Suffer  the  little  children  to  
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not:  for  of  
such  is  the  kingdom  of  God”  (Mk  10:14).  
Christ  said,  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  

seen  the  Father”  (Jn  14:9).  Therefore,  we  
know  that  the  tender  love  and  compas-­
sion  toward  these  children  displayed  by  
Christ  was  the  revelation  of  the  Father’s  
own  heart  of  love  toward  all.
Is   it   possible   that   these   particular  

children  were  a  peculiar  group  in  special  
favor  with  God?  There  is  no  indication  
of  that  at  all.  What  Christ  did  and  said  
for  them  could  only  have  reflected  His  
love  for  “all  the  children  of  the  world,”  
as  the  song  says.  
But  when  we  are  no  longer  innocent  

children—when   we   know  we   have  
sinned   and   are   accountable   for   every  
thought,  word,   and   deed—what   then?  
Does  God  love  us  still,   though  we  are  
hopelessly  unworthy  of  His  love?  Could  
that  be  true?  If  not,  there  is  no  hope  of  
salvation  for  anyone.

It   is   utterly   impossible   that   finite,  
imperfect  sinners  could  ever  be  worthy  
of  God’s  infinite,  perfect,  and  holy  love.  
If  God  is  to  love  us  at  all,  it  cannot  be  
because  of  who  we  are,  but  in  spite  of  
who  we   are   and  only  because  of  who  
He  is.  
“God  is  love”  (1  Jn  4:8,16).  Love  is  the  

very  essence  of  His  being.  Therefore,  He  
cannot  but  love  all.  And  He  has  proved  
that  fact  by  giving  the  Son  of  His  love  
to  die  for  the  sins  of  the  world.
The  Scripture  declares  that  the  great  

manifestation  of  God’s  love  is  the  gift  of  
His  Son:  “For  God  so  loved  the  world,  
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son….God  
commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that,  
while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  
for  us….In  this  was  manifested  the  love  
of  God  toward  us…God  sent  His  only  
begotten   Son   into   the  world,   that  we  
might   live   through   him…hereby   per-­

ceive  we   the   love  of  God,  because  he  
laid  down  his  life  for  us…”  (Jn  3:16;  Rom  
5:8;  1  Jn  3:16;  4:9,10,  etc).
This  truth  of  God’s  gift  of  a  Savior  

to  the  world  was  announced  at  Christ’s  
birth  as  “good  tidings  of  great  joy  [for]  
all   people”   (Lk   2:10).  Yet  many   claim  
that  Christ  died  only  for   the  sins  of  a  
select  group  called  “the  elect.”  They  are  
thus  the  only  ones  to  whom  the  birth  of  
Christ  could  possibly  be  the  source  of  
“good  tidings  of  great  joy.”
This   teaching,  which   is   growing   in  

popularity  and  influence  in  the  church,  
declares  that  “so  loved  the  world”  really  
means,   “so   loved  part   of   the  world.”  
Clearly,  if  Christ  did  not  die  for  all,  then  
God  couldn’t  have  loved  all,  because  the  
manifestation  of  His  love  is  the  death  of  
His  Son.  There  is  no  biblical  basis  for  
saying  that  God  loves  or  ever  loved  those  
for  whom  Christ  didn’t  die.
Some  who  hold   this  doctrine,  how-­

ever,  attempt  to  say  that  God  really  loved  
everyone  but  not  with  the  special  love  

He  reserved  for  those  for  whom  Christ  
sacrificed  Himself  upon  the  Cross.  But  
a  professed  “love”  that  does  not  do  all  it  
can  to  rescue  the  one  loved  is  not  truly  
love.  It   is   like  hypocritically  saying  to  
the   “naked   and   destitute…depart   in  
peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled”  but  not  
giving  them  what  they  need  (Jas  2:16).  
Worse  yet,  many  who  hold  this  doc-­

trine  unashamedly  declare  that  God  pre-­
destined  multitudes   to   eternal   torment  
before  they  were  even  born—multitudes  
He  could  have  saved  had  He  so  desired.  
They   say   that  God’s   love   is   displayed  
in  His  patience   and   temporal   kindness  
toward   all.  No  matter   how  much   sun-­
shine  and  rain,  however,  or  other  earthly  
blessings  He  might  have  given  these  non-­
elect,   it  would  be   irrational   to   say   that  
God  loved  them  in  any  way  whatsoever.
Christ   declared,   “Be   ye   therefore  

merciful,  as  your  Father  also  is  merci-­
ful”  (Lk  6:36).  There  is  no  question  that  
we  are   to  be  merciful   to  all,   even   to  
those  who  hate  and  mistreat  us.  This  
can  only  be  because  God  is  merciful  to  
all.  If  not,  then  in  emulating  our  Father  
in  heaven  we  need  not  be  merciful  to  
all  either.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  
merciful   for  God   to   fail   to   provide  
salvation   for   all  who  need   it.  There-­
fore,  we  can  be  certain  that  God  loves  
all  and  has  provided  salvation  for  the  

entire  world.
Another  children’s  song  says,  

O  if   there   is  only  one  song  I  can  sing,  
When  in  His  beauty  I  see  the  great  King,  
This  shall  my  song  in  eternity  be,  
“O  what  a  wonder  that  Jesus  loves  me!”  

What  a  wonder  indeed!  
Paul  exulted,  “The  Son  of  God,  who  

loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me”  (Gal  
2:20)!  How   could   Paul   be   certain   that  
God’s  love  was  for  him?  Did  He  have  
a  special  revelation  that  he  was  among  
“the  elect”?  Or  had  he  simply  embraced  
a  love  that  the  Bible  declares  is  for  all?  
It  is  of  little  value  to  exult  in  God’s  love  
unless  one  can  be  certain  that  this  love  
is  indeed  for  him.
Always  a  mixed  multitude  gathered  

to  hear  Christ.  They  were  not  confined  
to  a  select  group  called  the  elect.  Many  
never  would  believe  the  gospel  and  are  
in  hell  today.  Yet  to  all  of  them  Christ  
said,   “Love  your   enemies,   bless   them

FOR  GOD   SO   LOVED   THE  WORLD,   THAT  
HE  GAVE  HIS  ONLY  BEGOTTEN  SON,  THAT  
WHOSOEVER  BELIEVETH  IN  HIM  SHOULD  NOT  
PERISH,  BUT  HAVE  EVERLASTING  LIFE.

—John  3:16
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AND   HOPE   MAKETH   NOT   ASHAMED;  
BECAUSE   THE   LOVE   OF  GOD   IS   SHED  
ABROAD   IN  OUR  HEARTS  BY  THE  HOLY  
GHOST  WHICH  IS  GIVEN  UNTO  US.

—Romans  5:5

that   curse   you,   do   good   to   them   that  
hate   you…”   (Mt   5:44).  This   command  
was  based  upon  the  glorious  truth  that  
such  is  God’s  attitude  toward  all.
Christ  declared  that  even  sinners  love  

and  are  kind  to  those  who  love  and  are  
kind  to  them.  Surely  God,  who  is  infinite  
in  love,  would  be  no  less  benevolent  to  
sinners   and   to   those  who  make   them-­
selves  His  enemies  than  He  commands  
us  to  be.  We  see  this  love  in  Christ,  who  
prayed  to  the  Father  to  forgive  those  who  
crucified  and  mocked  Him  (Lk  23:34).  For  
that  prayer   to  be  answered,   the  Father  
had   to  make  Christ’s   payment   for   sin  
available  to  all  who  would  accept  it.
Numerous  scriptures  declare  that  God  

loves  all  and  desires  the  salvation  of  all.  
Such  scriptures  are  adroitly  sidestepped  
by  those  who  deny  that  Christ  died  for  
all.  Even   such   crystal   clear   scriptures  
as   the   following   are   explained   away:  
“Who  will   have   all  men   to   be   saved,  
and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  
truth...who  gave  himself   a   ransom   for  
all”  (1  Tm  2:4,6).  
Regarding   that   verse,   Spurgeon  

complained,   “I  was   reading   just   now  
the   exposition   of   [one]  who   explains  
the  text  so  as  to  explain  it  away  [as]  
if  it  read,  ‘Who  will  not  have  all  men  
to  be   saved….’[In   fact],   the  passage  
should   run   thus—‘whose  wish   it   is  
that   all  men   should   be   saved….’  As  
it  is  my  wish…so  it  is  God’s  wish  that  
all  men  should  be  saved;  for,  assuredly,  
he  is  not  less  benevolent  than  we  are”  
(Charles  H.   Spurgeon,   “Salvation   by  Knowing  
the  Truth,”   (www.apibs.org/chs/1516.htm,   16  
January  1880).  
Scripture  makes   it   abundantly   clear  

that  the  only  reason  all  are  not  saved  is  
not  because  there  are  some  whom  God  
did  not  desire  to  save,  but  because  they  
refused   the   salvation  He   provided   in  
Christ.  As  the  Law  was  for  all,  so  salva-­
tion  is  provided  for  all  those  who  break  
the  Law  and  who   thereby  come  under  
God’s  judgment.  
Surely   the  Ten  Commandments   are  

not  for  a  select  group  but  for  all  mankind.  
Indeed,  Paul  declares  that  “the  Gentiles  
which  have  not  the  law...shew  the  work  
of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  
conscience  also  bearing  witness…”  (Rom  
2:14,15).  
The   very   first   commandment   is,  

“Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  
with  all  thy  mind”  (Mt  22:37,38).  It  is  unrea-­
sonable  as  well  as  unbiblical   that  God  
should  command  those  to  love  Him  with  
all  their  heart  for  whom  Christ  did  not  
die  and  to  whom,  therefore,  God  did  not  
manifest  His  love.  How  can  they  (whom  

God  does  not   love)  be   commanded   to  
love  Him?  
The  Bible   declares,   “We   love   him,  

because   he   first   loved   us”   (1   Jn   4:19).  
The  only  way  anyone  can  love  God  is  
in   response   to  His   love.  Thus,   if   there  
are   those   for  whom  Christ  did  not  die  
(and   to  whom,   therefore,  God’s   love  
was   not  manifested),   they   are   under  
no  obligation   to   love  God.  Yet   all   are  
so  commanded.  Therefore,  Christ  must  
have  died  for  all.
Scripture   assures   us   repeatedly   that  

Christ  “is  the  Saviour  of  all…specially  
of   those   that   believe”   (1  Tm  4:10);   that  
Christ   “by   the   grace   of  God   should  
taste  death  for  every  man”  (Heb  2:9).  The  
reference  is  not  merely  to  physical  death  
but  to  “the  second  death…[eternity  in]  
the   lake  which   burneth  with   fire   and  
brimstone”   (Rv   2:11;   20:6,   14;   21:8).  Only  
God  could  take  that  punishment  for  the  
world.  Only  He  could  “[bear]  our  sins  
in   his   own   body   on   the   tree   [Cross]”  
(1  Pt  2:24)  and  thereby  “take  away  the  sin  
of  the  world”  (Jn  1:29).  
This  is  why  the  Savior  had  to  be  “The  

mighty  God,  The   everlasting   Father”  
(Is  9:6).  Jesus  said,  “I  and  my  Father  are  

one”  (Jn  10:30).  To  pay  the  penalty  that  His  
own  infinite  justice  demanded  for  every  
sin  from  Adam  to  the  end  of  the  world,  
He  had   to   endure   the   second  death  of  
eternal   punishment   in   separation   from  
God   for   all  mankind  who  would   ever  
exist.  This  He  did  on  the  Cross  in  those  
hours  of  darkness  when  He  was  heard  to  
cry,  “My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  
forsaken  me?”  (Ps  22:1;  Mt  27:46)!
The  Old  Testament  sacrifices  in  Israel  

were  a  picture  of  the  sacrifice  that  “the  
Lamb  of  God”  (Jn  1:29,  36)  would  make  
of  Himself   to   satisfy  God’s   judgment  
upon  sin.  He  alone  could  “through  the  
eternal   Spirit   [offer]   himself  without  
spot  to  God”  (Heb  9:14,  25),  He  “the  just  
for  the  unjust  [us],  that  he  might  bring  
us  to  God”  (1  Pt  3:18).  
God’s  relationship  to  Israel  presents  

a  picture  of  the  relationship  God  desired  
for  all  mankind.  Espoused  to  God,  Israel  
committed  adultery  with  many  lovers—
yet  He  begged  her  to  come  back  and  He  
would  forgive  and  restore  her   (Jer  3:1-­3;  
4;  etc.).  That  He  loved  her  and  desired  to  

bless  her  but  could  not  because  of  her  
rebellion   is   repeatedly  made  clear:  “O  
that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me,  
and  Israel  had  walked  in  my  ways”  (Ps  81:
8-­16);  “I  have  nourished  and  brought  up  
children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  
me”  (Is  1:2)!  
God   calls   Israel  His   vineyard   and  

indicts   her   for   producing  wild   grapes  
in  spite  of  the  tender  care  He  has  show-­
ered  upon  her.  Hear  the  cry  of  His  heart:  
“What   could   have  been  done  more   to  
my  vineyard,  that  I  have  not  done  in  it?  
Wherefore,  when  I  looked  that  it  should  
bring  forth  grapes,  brought  it  forth  wild  
grapes?”  (Is  5:4).  Such  a  question  would  
be  a  mockery  if  Israel  had  not  acted  in  
willful   disobedience   but  was   actually  
doing  what  God  had  decreed!
Christ   uses   the   same   illustration:  

“Then   said   he   unto   the   dresser   of   his  
vineyard,  Behold,   these   three   years   I  
come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig  tree,  and  
find  none:  cut  it  down….And  he  answer-­
ing  said  unto  him,  Lord,  let  it  alone  this  
year   also,   till   I   shall   dig   about   it,   and  
dung  it:  And  if  it  bear  fruit,  well:  and  if  
not…cut  it  down”  (Lk  13:7-­9).  The  rabbis  
knew  that  He  was  indicting  them.  At  the  
same  time,  He  was  reaffirming  God’s  
willingness   to   forgive   if   they  would  
repent  and  turn  to  Him.
What   a   statement   by  Christ:   “For  

God   so   loved   the  world…”   (Jn   3:16)!  
That   phrase,  “so   loved,”   indicates  
a   love   so   fervent   that   it   is   beyond  
expression.  Christ   said,   “The  Father  
loveth   the  Son”   (Jn  3:35;  5:20),  and  He  
refers  fondly   to  “the   love  wherewith  

thou  hast  loved  me”  (Jn  17:26).  This  must  
be  an  infinite  love.  
The  love  of  God  to  all  mankind  also  

had  to  be  infinite  to  cause  Him  to  give  
His  only  begotten  Son  to  die  for  us  “that  
we  might  live  through  him”  (I  Jn  4:9).  Paul  
exults   in   “…the  great   love  wherewith  
he  [God]  loved  us”  (Eph  2:4).  As  great  as  
His  love  for  His  Son  is,  so  great  must  be  
God’s  love  for  all  mankind  to  sacrifice  
His  Son  for  our  salvation.  
John  exclaims,  “Behold  what  manner  

of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us  
that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God  
(1  Jn  3:1).  How  important  that  we  revel  in  
and  understand  and  experience  the  love  
of  God  and,  in  the  power  and  assurance  
of  that  love,  declare  it  to  the  world.
Isaiah  declares,  “It  pleased  the  Lord  

to  bruise  him”  (Is  53:10).  The  Father  was  
pleased  to  bruise  Christ  with  the  judg-­
ment  we  deserved  for  our  sins,  because  
He   so   loved  us.  May  we   stand  firmly  
upon   God’s  Word   and   declare   this  
infinite  love  without  compromise  to  all  
mankind  through  the  gospel!   TBC
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Question:  I’ve  heard  that  Rick  Warren  is  
a  graduate  of  Robert  Schuller’s  Institute  
for  Church  Growth  and  that  his  teaching  
is  merely  Schuller’s  Possibility  Thinking  
slightly  reworded.  Internet  sites  accuse  
Warren  of   continuing   to   teach  at   and  
to  support  Schuller’s  annual  leadership  
Institute.  Is  that  true?

Answer:  The  correct  name  of  this  annual  
event   is   the  Robert  H.  Schuller   Institute  
for  Successful  Church  Leadership.  As  far  
as  I  know,  Rick  Warren  has  had  nothing  to  
do  with  this  event  since  he  was  a  keynote  
speaker  in  January  1997.  
No   reflection   on  Warren,  who   didn’t  

invite   them,   but   that   conference   was  
attended  by  more  than  80  gay  and  lesbian  
pastors   and   lay   leaders   from   the  Metro-­
politan  Community  Churches,  who   took  
Schuller’s   training   to  help   their   churches  
grow.  Schuller   has   also   embraced  Unity  

What  is  the  reason  that  so  many  Chris-­
tians  are  wasting  their  lives  in  the  terrible  
bondage  of  the  world  instead  of  living  in  
the  manifestation   and   the   privilege   and  
the  glory  of  the  child  of  God…?  There  is  
one  answer:  it  is  self  that  is  the  root  of  the  
whole  trouble…the  life  of  Christ  must  take  
the  place  of  the  self-­life;  then  alone  can  we  
be  conquerors….If  you   trusted  God  and  
Jesus,   you   could  not   fall—but   you   trust  
yourself.

Andrew  Murray,  from  a  series  of
addresses  in  1895  later  revised  and
published  as  The  Indwelling  Christ,
n.d.,  pp.  27-­28

Many  would   like   to  unite  church  and  
stage….When   the  old   faith   is  gone,   and  
enthusiasm  for  the  gospel  is  extinct,  it  is  
no  wonder  that  the  people  seek  something  
else  in  the  way  of  delight.  Lacking  bread,  
they  feed  on  ashes;  rejecting  the  way  of  the  
Lord,  they  run  greedily  in  the  path  of  folly.”  

Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  
“Another  Word  Concerning  the  Down
Grade,”  The  Sword  and  the  Trowel,  
1887

God   save  you   from   the   sin   of   paring  
down  the  gospel  to  suit  the  pride  of  men;  
God  grant  that  you  may  deliver  your  mes-­
sage  straight  and  full  and  plain.  Only  so,  
whatever  else  you  may  sacrifice,  will  you  
have  one   thing—the   favour   of   the  Lord  
Jesus  Christ.  

J.  Gresham  Machen

(one  of  the  most  deceptive  and  anti-­Chris-­
tian  cults)  and  spoken  at  the  dedication  of  
at   least  one  of  their  churches  (in  Warren,  
Michigan)  as  well  as  at  their  headquarters  
in  Lees  Summit,  MO,  sharing  his  church  
growth   techniques   to  help  Unity  deceive  
more  of  the  gullible  in  their  slide  into  hell.  
Rick  and  his  wife,  Kay,  attended  Schul-­

ler’s  Institute  for  Successful  Church  leader-­
ship  during  his  last  year  in  seminary.  “He  had  
a  profound   influence  on  Rick,”  Kay  says.  
“We  were  captivated  by  his  positive  appeal  to  
nonbelievers”  (Christianity  Today,  11/18/2002).
Schuller   calls  Muslims   “Christians,”  

says  we  should  not  try  to  change  anyone’s  
“religion,”  went   to  Rome  with   plans   of  
the  Crystal  Cathedral  to  obtain  the  “Holy  
Father’s”  blessing  before  building  it,  has  
shared  his  pulpit  with  Catholics,  atheists,  
agnostics,  and  occultists,  some  of  whom,  
such   as  Larry  King,   a   Jewish   agnostic,  
Schuller  has  asked  to  pray  (See  TBC  reprints  
for  further  information).  
Schuller  has  denied  the  gospel  and  the  

Lord   so  many   times   that   it   is  difficult   to  
understand  how  any  Christian  leader  could  
ever  consent  to  be  on  the  same  platform  with  
him,  much  less  speak  in  his  church.  Never-­
theless,  the  keynote  speakers  announced  for  
January  24-­27,  2005  include  Jack  Hayford,  
Bill  Hybels  (as  usual),  Ruth  Graham,  and  
Kirbyjon  Caldwell  (an  attendee  for  many  
years  and  whose  1999  Schulleresque  book,  
The  Gospel  of  Good  Success,  does  not  con-­
tain   the   gospel   of   salvation—see  TBC  
6/’01).  The  theme  for  2005  is  “Finding  and  
Fulfilling  Your  Mission:  Proven  Principles  
for  Success.”  
The   similarity   between   Schuller’s  

teachings  and  Warren’s  “Purpose  Driven”  
ideas  cannot  be  denied.  Warren  has  obvi-­
ously   patterned   his   approach   to   a   “suc-­
cessful   church”   after  what   he   learned  
from  Schuller.  
Warren’s  The   Purpose-­Driven   Life,  

which  has  sold  more  than  20  million  cop-­
ies   and   has   been   followed   in   its   “Forty  
Days  of  Purpose”  program  by   thousands  
of  congregations,  tells  the  reader  that  he  is  
exactly  the  person  God  made  and  intended  
him  to  be.  Missing  is  anything  to  convict  
the  sinner  of  his  rebellion  against  God  and  
the  coming  judgment.  It  is  all  about  success  
and  fulfillment  in  this  life.  This  humanistic  
approach   is   very   appealing.  No  wonder  
corporations   and   athletic   teams   study   it  
(NASCAR,  Coca  Cola,  LPGA,  Oakland  
Raiders,  etc.).  It  echoes  Schuller.
Consider   the   following   from  Schuller:  

“I  don’t   think  anything  has  been  done   in  
the   name   of  Christ   and   under   the   ban-­
ner  of  Christianity   that  has  proven  more  
destructive   to   human   personality   and,  
hence,  counterproductive  to  the  evangelism  
enterprise  than...attempting  to  make  people  

aware  of  their  lost  and  sinful  condition”  (Time,  
March  18,  1985).  “To  be  born  again…we  must  
be  changed  from  a  negative  to  a  positive  self-­
image—from   inferiority   to   self-­esteem...”  
(Schuller,  Self-­Esteem:  the  New  Reformation,  p.  68);  
“If  Christianity  is  to  succeed…it  must  cease  
to  be  a  negative  religion  and  must  become  
positive”   (p.   104);   “The   classical   error   of  
historical  Christianity  is  that  we  have  never  
started  with  the  value  of  the  person.  Rather,  
we  have  started  from  the  ‘unworthiness  of  
the  sinner...’  ”  (p.  162).
Warren  begins  Purpose  with  “the  value  

of  the  person,”  a  theme  repeated  through-­
out.  Although  not   guilty,   as   is   Schuller,  
of   outright   contradiction   of   the   gospel,  
Warren   does   a  masterful   job   of   remov-­
ing  from  it  anything  that  those  who  need  
it  might  find  offensive.  Anyone   familiar  
with   Schuller’s  writings   recognizes   an  
undertone   of   the   same   compromise   in  
The  Purpose-­Driven  Life.  

We’re  not  suggesting  that  Warren  holds  
any  of  Schuller’s  heresies.  Yet,  like  Hybels  
and  other  “church  growth”  gurus,  he  has  
definitely   adopted  many   of   Schuller’s  
compromises  and  methods.  When  Schuller  
claims  that  he  is  the  father  of  the  church-­
growth  movement,  it  is  no  idle  boast.
The  watered-­down  Schuller   approach,  

designed  to  offend  no  one,  is  even  reflec-­
ted   in  Saddleback’s   doctrinal   statements  
regarding,   for   example,   “sin”:   “Every  
person,  although  endowed  with  the  image  
of  God,  inherited  a  disobedient  heart  from  
Adam,  the  very  first  man.  This  attitude  of  
disobedience   (called   sin   in   the  Bible)—
unless   rectified   through  Christ—forever  
keeps  man   from   forming   a   relationship  
with  his  Creator.”  
Missing  is  any  explanation  of  Christ’s  

payment  on  the  Cross  for  sin.  Nor  does  not  
“forming  a  relationship  with  his  Creator”  
even  come  close  to  “He  that  believeth  not  
the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  
God  abideth  on  him”  (Jn  3:36);  “whosoever  
was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life  
was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire”  (Rv  20:15).
Like   Schuller,  Warren   encourages  

everyone   to   attend   his   pastor-­training  
programs,   including  Mormons,   Catho-­
lics,   Jews,   and  women  pastors,   in   spite  
of   the  SBC  ban  on   the   latter.  “ ‘Why  be  
divisive?’  he  asks,  citing  as  his  model  Billy  
Graham…”  (See  News  Alert).

Question:   I   live   in  Bermuda  and  read  
with   interest  what   you   said   in  Occult  
Invasion  (p.  43)  about  Henry  Gross  dows-­
ing  over  a  map  of  Bermuda  while  in  Ken-­
nebunkport,  Maine,  and  locating  three  
well  sites  on  the  map,  which  were  drilled  
and  which  produce  much  of  Bermuda’s  
water  today.  Yet  many  people  here  have  
their  own  private  wells.  
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Answer:  The  plaque  citing  this  event  has  
been  on   that  wall   in  Kennebunkport   for  
many  decades,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  its  
claim  being  challenged  by  any  authority.  
My  wife,  Ruth,  and  I  were  recently  in  

Bermuda,  where   I  was   the   speaker   at   a  
church  conference.  While  there,  I   talked  
with  Mark  Rowe,  the  head  hydro-­geologist  
for  the  Bermuda  Water  Works.  He  knew  
the  story  of  the  three  well  sites  allegedly  
located  by   the  dowser  and  said   that   two  
were  very  productive,  but  the  water  in  the  
third  was  brackish.  These  remain  the  major  
sources  of  public  drinking  water,  but  they  
cannot  supply  the  need.
As  you  know,  every  home  has  a  spe-­

cially   designed   roof   for   catching   rain  
water   that   is   piped   into   storage   tanks  
below,   supplying  much   of   the   drinking  
water  consumed.  Imported  bottled  water  
is  in  huge  demand.
Yes,  there  are  about  3,000  private  wells,    

but  it  is  unlawful  to  drink  from  any  of  them.  
The  water  they  supply  can  only  be  used  for  
non-­drinking  purposes,  whereas  the  wells  
located  by  Henry  Gross  as  he  dowsed  over  
the  map   produce   drinking  water.  Other  
dowsers  have  in  like  manner  located  buried  
cities  and  minerals  on  maps.
There  is  no  rational  or  scientific  rela-­

tionship   between   lines   drawn   on   paper  
forming  a  map  and  anything  in  the  ground  
the  map  represents.  Such  information  can  
only  come  from  a  nonhuman  source.  Inas-­
much  as  God  has  forbidden  divination  such  
as  dowsing  (Dt  18,  etc.),  the  data  must  come  
from  a  demonic  source.
Occultists  have  a  tendency  to  exagger-­

ate.  In  this  case,  however,  the  story  seems  
to  be  basically  true.  

Question:  What  do  you  think  of  the  Euro  
coins  issued  by  the  Vatican  containing  
the  image  of  Pope  John  Paul  II?

Answer:  The  Vatican  is  not  only  a  city  but  
a  state  as  well.  Every  state   in   the  EU  is  
allowed  to  have  the  images  it  desires  on  its  
own  money.  Far  more  interesting  are  the  
Euro  coins,  paper  bills,  and  stamps  with  
pictures  of  a  woman  riding  a  beast.

Question:  Sir,   if   today   you   die,   are  
you  100  percent  sure  you  would  go  to  
heaven?  How  can  I,  a  Muslim,  have  that  
assurance?

Answer:  I  am  100  percent  certain  because  
of   the   teaching   in   the  Bible.   I  know   the  
Bible  is  the  Word  of  the  one  true  God  for  
many  reasons:   it   is  archaeologically  and  
historically   verifiable,   it   has   hundreds  
of   prophecies   that   have   been   fulfilled  
centuries   and   even   thousands   of   years  
after   they  were  recorded,   it  rings  true  to  

the  conscience,  and  I  have  experienced  in  
my  own  life  the  fulfillment  of  the  salva-­
tion  it  offers.
There  is  no  way  that  any  sinner  could  

pay   the   infinite   penalty   for   his   sins.  All  
religions  attempt   to  appease   the  gods  or  
spirits  with  various  occult  ceremonies  and  
sacrifices—but  such  efforts  wouldn’t  even  
pay  for  a  traffic  ticket  and  surely  won’t  be  
accepted  by  God.  It  is  a  matter  of  justice.  
The  “ticket”  has  been  written  out  on  every  
one  of  us  because  of  our  sin,  and  the  pen-­
alty  has  to  be  paid.
Islam  has  no  solution  for  sin.  No  one  in  

Islam  paid  the  penalty  for  mankind.  The  
Qur’an  commands  Muhammad  to  confess  
his  sin,  but  that  wouldn’t  remove  his  guilt.  
Muhammad  couldn’t  even  pay  for  his  own  
sins,  much  less  for  those  of  others.  Dying  
as  a  suicide  bomber  won’t  pay  for  sin.  Any  
religion  that  offers  paradise  for  committing  
suicide   and  murdering   innocent  women  
and   children   in   the   process   is   false   and  
ought  to  be  condemned.
We  have  the  record  of  eyewitnesses  and  

many  proofs  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God  come  
to  earth  through  a  virgin  birth  and  that  He  
paid  the  penalty  for  our  sins  in  His  death,  
literally  resurrected,  ascended  to  heaven,  and  
is  coming  again.  He  offers  forgiveness  of  sins  
and  an  eternal  home  in  heaven  to  all  who  will  
believe  on  Him.  There  is  no  other  way.

Question:  If  only  those  in  the  church  are  
resurrected  and  taken  to  heaven  at  the  
Rapture,  when  do  Old  Testament  saints  
get  resurrected?  If  at  the  Rapture,  then  
wouldn’t  they  be  in  the  church?

Answer:  Before  Christ’s  resurrection,  the  
souls  and  spirits  of  Old  Testament  believers  
went,  upon  death  to  “Abraham’s  bosom”  (Lk  
16:22,23),  where  Christ’s  soul  and  spirit  went  
upon  His  death  as  did  the  believing  thief  
crucified  with  Him:  “To  day  shalt  thou  be  
with  me  in  paradise”  (Lk  23:43).  When  Christ  
ascended  to  heaven  after  His  resurrection,  
He  took  these  believers  with  Him.
It   cannot   only   be   those  who   died   in  

faith   in  Christ  since  His  resurrection,  but  
Old  Testament  believers  as  well,  who  are  
described  as  the  “saints”  who  come  back  
with  Christ  at   the  Second  Coming   to   the  
Mount  of  Olives  (Zec  14:4,5;  Jude  14),  “those  
who  sleep   in   Jesus”   (1  Thes  4:14)  and  “the  
dead   in  Christ”   (v.   16)   resurrected   at   the  
Rapture.  If  Abraham,  who  “rejoiced  to  see  
[Christ’s]  day”  (Jn  8:56)  and  David  and  Isa-­
iah,  who  foretold  the  Crucifixion  and  Resur-­
rection,  are  not  raised  from  the  dead  at  the  
Rapture,  they  never  will  be  resurrected.  
The  only  other  mention  of  a  resurrec-­

tion   of   believers   is   of   those  who   “were  
beheaded  [by  antichrist]…which  had  not  
worshiped  the  beast”  (Rv  20:4),  completing  

EVANGELICAL   PREACHES   AT   SALT  LAKE  

TABERNACLE   (www.deseretnews.com,  
November  15,  2004).  Taking  the  pulpit  [in  
the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  for  an  “Evening  
of  Friendship,”]   to   speak  of   the   event’s  
historic  nature,  Fuller  Theological  Semi-­
nary  President  Richard  Mouw  addressed  
a   capacity   crowd   of   several   thousand,  
offering   a   stunningly   candid   apology   to  
members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  
Latter-­day  Saints  and  noting  that  “friend-­
ship   has   not   come   easily   between   our  
communities.”  He   dubbed   the   evening  
“historic”  and  apologized   that  Evangeli-­
cals  “have  often  misrepresented  the  faith  
and   beliefs   of   the   Latter-­day   Saints.”
            “Let  me  state  it  clearly.  We  evangeli-­
cals   have   sinned   against   you,”   he   said,  
adding  both   camps  have   tended   to  mar-­
ginalize  and  simplify   the  others’  beliefs.
            Historical   animosity   dating   back  
to   the   founding   of   the  LDS  Church   by  
Joseph   Smith   in   1830   has   heightened  
in   recent  years  between   the   two  groups,  
particularly   in   the   1990s,  when   several  
high-­profile   evangelical   leaders   asserted  
that   “Mormons   are   not   Christians.”
            Mouw  noted  the  200th  anniversary  of  
Joseph  Smith’s   birthday  next  December  
and   several   scholarly   events   planned   to  
celebrate  during  the  coming  year.  “I  hope  
many  in  the  evangelical  community  will  
take  part  in  those  events,”  he  said.

[TBC:  This  may  be  shocking  to  an  evangeli-­
cal  only  if  he  or  she  has  been  oblivious  to  

the   exponentially  developing  ecumenical  

movement  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad.  Richard  

Mouw  was  one  of  the  signers  of  “Evangeli-­

cals  &  Catholics  Together:  The  Christian  

Mission  in  the  Third  Millennium.”  Fuller  

Theological  Seminary  has  led  the  way  in  

compromising  the  faith  through  its  various  

missions   and   church-­growth   endeavors.  

Its  most  famous  grad,  Rick  Warren,  Ph.D.,  

in   his   Purpose-­Driven,   church-­growth  

seminars,  has  made  “welcome  Catholics,  
Methodists,  Mormons,  Jews  and  ordained  
women.   ‘I’m   not   going   to   get   into   a  
debate   over   the   non-­essentials.   I  won’t  
try  to  change  other  denominations.  Why  
be  divisive?’”  (“This  evangelist  has  a  ‘Purpose,’”  
by  Cathy  Lynn  Grossman,  USA  Today,  7/21/2003)]

the  “first  resurrection”  (Rv  20:5).  Old  Testa-­
ment  saints  must  therefore  be  resurrected  
at  the  Rapture,  and  are  in  the  church.  
All  Jews  and  Gentiles  who  believe  on  

Christ   before   the  Second  Coming  are   in  
the  church.  Those  who  (whether  Jews  or  
Gentiles)  only  believe  when  they  see  Christ  
return  at  Armageddon  will  continue  alive  
into  the  Millennium  as  the  earthly  people.
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If you were aware of Dave’s printed 

itinerary over 2004, you noticed that 

some months it took up a half column 

or more. His travels this year had him 

away nearly as much as he was home. 

Although this was a blessing for those 

who got to hear him personally (as well 

as for him!), the trips took their toll on 

his writing productivity.

The goal for 2005 is to cut back 

appreciably on travel. Less time on 

the road reaching limited numbers 

of people means more time at home 

producing more resource materials, i.e., 

books, audios, videos, etc., that will 

reach a larger audience.

So, if your request to have Dave 

speak is regretfully turned down, 

don’t take it personally. It has to do 

with him trying to be as fruitful and 

productive as he can be in these days 

when the need for spiritual discernment 

has reached an unprecedented level in 

the church.

T.A. McMahon
Executive Director

Dear  Sirs,
Please   take  me  off   your  mailing   list.  

You   are  way   too   radical.   So   you   don’t  
like  Seeker  Churches.   I  guess  you  don’t  
care   if   those   “seekers”   go   to   hell.  Not  
everybody   is   a  Bible   scholar.   First   you  
have  to  get  people  to  come  to  your  church.  
Then  you  can  educate  them.  Contemporary  
churches  can  be  a  lot  of  fun.  Whoever  said  
that  church  can’t  be  fun?  God  wants  us  to  
celebrate  what  He  has  done  for  us.  But  I  
guess  you  guys  want  to  be  some  exclusive  
club.  Don’t  think  too  much  of  yourselves.  
God  wants  all  people   to   hear   the  Good  
News.  I  could  write  much  more  but  I  have  
no   time.   I  have   to  prepare   for  my  “Pur-­
pose  Driven  Life”  study  group.  Wherever  
people  come   together   to   talk  about  who  
God   is  and  who  we  are  and  what   life   is  
all  about—that  cannot  be  a  bad  thing.  So  
please  back  off  badmouthing  contempo-­
rary  churches.  You  have  to  give  people  a  
chance  to  grow.  Not  everybody  grew  up  
“in  the  church.”  SS  (IA)

Dear  Dave  Hunt,
Thank  you  for  your  ministry.  I  think  you  

come  down  hard  sometimes  on  those  you  
take   to   task,   but  maybe   they  deserve   it.  
We’ve  gone  beyond  “flabby”  to  seduced,  
as  a  church,  and  I  appreciate  your  Berean  
spirit  and  prophetic  voice.  PB  (TX)

Dear  Berean  Call,
My  family  and  I  were  Christian  mission-­

aries   in  Costa  Rica  and  Spain   for   twelve  
years….When  we  came  back  to  the  United  
States,  we  were  in  a  spiritual  “shell  shock.”  
Although  there  are  many  wonderful  things  
that  the  Lord  is  doing,  I  find  apathy,  enter-­
tainment,   and   shallowness   in   the   church  
today.   I   guess   that’s  what  happens  when  
“the  fire  goes  out.”  JH  (WA)

Dear  TBC,
I’ve  recently  encountered  Calvinist  folks,  

and  it  seems  as  if  they  [think  they]  are  the  
only  ones  with  the  right  theology  and  view  
of  Scriptures.  They  even  call   themselves  
“Biblical  Calvinists”  or  “Reformed  Theo-­
logians”….I’m   just   simply  disappointed  

at   this   theological   slant   and   I  would   like  
to  educate  myself  more  and  try  to  educate  
others.  Please  extend  my  deepest  heartfelt  
admiration   to  Dave  Hunt   for   taking   the  
stance   that  he  does  concerning   this   theo-­
logical  error  of  Calvinism.  RR  (IL)

To  Dave  and  T.A.  at  TBC,
Just  received  your  October  2004  TBC,  

ironically  on  my  way  home  from  a  “Pur-­
pose  Driven  Life”  small  group.  My  now  
former  church  is  doing  a  40-­Days-­of-­Pur-­
pose  thing.  My  new  church  just  preaches  
God’s  Word….They  preach  God’s  Word  in  
season  and  out.  During  the  small  groups  
at  my   former   church,  we   did   not   open  
our   Bibles—just  The   Purpose  Driven  
Life.  God  bless  you,  Dave  and  T.A.  Your  
ministry   is   a  much-­needed  wakeup   call.  
Biblical   preaching   is   fast   disappearing  
these  days.  EP  (CA)

To  the  Berean  Call,
Please   remove   us   IMMEDIATELY  

from  your  mailing  list.  Pastor  Rick  War-­
ren  is  a  true  man  of  God.  He  is  a  mentor  
and  wonderful  example  of  true  Christian-­
ity.  JB  (PA)

Dear  Dave  and  Friends,
Thank  you  for  your  excellent  articles,  

“The  Vanishing  Gospel,”  and  “The  Seeker  
Friendly  Way  of  Doing  Church.”  I  really  
appreciate   how   you   tell   it   straight   and  
expose  error.  My  church,  too,  fell  prey  to  
“Purpose  Driven  Church”  principles  and  
fell  into  awful  apostasy.  HL  (Canada)

Dear  Dave,
Thank  you  for  your  recent  newsletters,  

which  addressed  the  growing  movements  
of  the  megachurch  and  “seeker”  churches.  
We   left   a   church  five  years   ago   for   fol-­
lowing  Warren’s   book….A  year   ago  we  
left  our  church  for  its  constant  referrals  to  
psychology.  We’ve  been  visiting  “every-­
thing”  for  the  past  year  and  are  so  amazed  
that  nothing  seems  to  be  sacred  anymore.  
CG  (AR)

Mr  Dave  Hunt,
In   your   September   2004   issue   of  

The  Berean  Call   in   the  Q&A  column,   a  
questioner   challenged   the   singularity   of  
the  Hebrew  noun   for   the  English  word  
“stripes.”   I   called  my  Christian  Hebrew  
friend  who   is   an   Israeli   Sabra,   now  25  
years   a   believer   in  Messiah,   as   to   the  
exact   noun   in   the  Hebrew   scripture   of  
Isaiah  53:5.  He  said  it  is  singular,  not  plu-­
ral,  definitely,  i.e.,  [it  describes]  Jehovah’s  
stripe  of   judgment   in   the   three  hours   of  
darkness   and   not  men’s   wicked   deal-­
ings,  which  could  never  answer  to  God’s  
demands  of  righteousness.  TK  (NJ)

TBC:
Thank  you  so  much  for  saying,  in  a  very  

articulate  way,  what   our   spirit   has   been  
groaning  for  the  last  year  and  a  half.  Many  
of  our   so-­called   squared-­away,  biblically  
based  churches  in  Southern  California  are  
embracing  this  junk  wholeheartedly.  In  fact,  
we  left  our  home  church…for  this  very  rea-­
son.  But  rejoice!  The  Holy  Spirit  directed  us  
to  a  Bible-­and-­Bible-­only-­preaching  church  
(Warren  has  ruined  the  word  “purpose”  for  
our  pastor,  who  sent  us  your  article  “The  
Purpose   and   the  Passion.”)  Keep  up   the  
good  work  and  focus!  (email)

Dear  Dave  and  All,
We  were  so  thankful  for  the  last  issue’s  

topic,  “Taste  and  See,”  September  ’04.  We  
were  discussing   in  our  Sunday  class   the  
revelation   of   how  many   self-­described  
“born  again”  Christians  do  not  hold  to  a  
biblical  worldview.  Only  nine  percent  do.  
And  we  are  losing  our   teens.  Your   topic  
is  so  current  and,  as  always,  right  to  the  
point—The  Message  Bible,  Revolve  Bible,  
etc.  WD  (OR)
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B97920 $16.00 / 12.80* 

B19728 $29.00 / 23.20*

B15100 $39.00 / 31.20* 

B90522 (hardcover) $15.00 / 12.00*
MP3104 (MP3 radio 6 hrs) $12.00 / 9.60*

B02693 $14.00 / 11.20* 

B31000 $13.00 / 10.40* 

B61359 $22.00 / 17.60*

B00534 $24.00 / 19.20* 

R E C O M M E N D E D  R E S O U R C E S
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DVD035 $20.00 / 16.00*
VT035 $17.00 / 13.60*

DVD072 $20.00 / 16.00*
VT072 $20.00 / 16.00*

VT030 $18.00 / 14.40* 

VT042 $32.00 / 25.60* 

VT063 $20.00 / 16.00* 

VT034 $20.00 / 16.00*

N O W  O N  D V D !    P O W E R F U L  T B C  P R O D U C T I O N S

DVD051 / VT051    (retail $24.99)   $20.00 / $16.00*

DVD100   (VHS not available)   retail $19.99   $18.00 / $14.40*

F E A T U R E D  V I D E O  P R O G R A M S  O N  V H S  O R  D V D

DVD051 / VT051
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❺ SIGN UP a pastor, friend, or family member to receive a free newsletter subcription
PLEASE NOTE: We invite and encourage you to share our ministry with other Bible-­focused believers; however, we recommend asking or notifying those whom you 

would like to subscribe; otherwise, we risk wasting valuable resources (printing, postage, and telephone time) and/or generating ill will towards you or this ministry.
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✆ TOLL FREE ORDERS: 800-­937-­6638  •  7:00 AM – 4:30 PM Mon-­Fri (PST)  •  FAX: 541-­385-­6025

 ONLINE: www.thebereancall.org     ✉ MAIL: PO Box 7019  •  Bend OR 97708 

➧

S H I P P I N G  R A T E S  &  O P T I O N S
UNITED STATES

ECONOMY: 
Free shipping via Library Mail

Add $3.00 to expedite 
via UPS ground

UPS Overnight/2-­day/3-­day at cost

INTERNATIONAL

ECONOMY: $4 + 10% of order

AIRMAIL for audio & video tapes, CDs:
$5 + 25% of order

AIRMAIL for books, booklets, tracts:
$5 + 50% of order

FREE SHIPPING
via Library Mail 

in the USA

IF YOU ARE ORDERING FROM CANADA OR AUSTRALIA, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR FOR PRICING

CANADA

ECONOMY: $2 + 10% of order
AIRMAIL: $2 + 20% of order
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Dallas  TX
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            INCREDIBLE MOODY SCIENCE VIDEO CLASSICS!             INCREDIBLE MOODY SCIENCE VIDEO CLASSICS!

DECEMBER 2004

DVD082 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT082 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD083 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT083 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD084 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT084 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD085 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT085 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD086 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT086 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD087 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT087 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DVD088 (DVD, 28 min) $12.00 / 9.60*
VT088 (VHS, 28 min) $9.00 / 7.20*

DV089 (All 7 DVDs) $76.00 (reg. $84) 
VT089 (All 7 Tapes) $55.00 (reg. $63)
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